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PREFACE

This Book lus been written for the purpceofpl«rf„g

Tr^flJTl V^'^* '» • •»"«>• volume, the

rZ !? 1 "* of our countfy ftom foieign invwion

United States of America. As this defence could nothave been successful but for the hearty 0OK)pefation ofour ancestors, the people of Canada of that day. this
war ought to be regaided as anada's Brst and «iatest
contribution to the woric of empire building; for theferw
vent lay^ty which within a year or two! has sent a^many of the sons of Canada to fight the battles of
Great Britain in South Africa, received its fint iUustia.
tten on the batde fields of the War of i8ia.

I have not diought it necessary to burthen the pages
ofthis bcok with foot notes and references to authorities,
because the official sources of our knowledge of the war
•re so few in number as to render such references un-
necessaiy. For the movements of the armies, the num-
ben of the British troops engaged, and the losses of the
Utter, I have relied on the British official despatches.
For the numbers of tiie American armies and Uieir
losses, I have accepted die American officia* despatches
except where they were manifesdy in error. Where a
private authority is relied on for any statement, I have
usually mentioned it in tiie text, one of die few excep-
tions to diis being widi regard to die reasons which led
Capt. Barclay to neglect die blockading of Perry's fle^


