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island, as was found next morning. This island lay S.1Vý
of Aurora, and at the nearest part was about. three or four
leagues froin it. Several canoes were seen along its coasts,
but none of the natives put off to the ships. Thongh no>

bottorn could be found near the shore with fifty fathom,
yet Bon'.ýairille resolved, if possible, to make a landin 'g oâ

it, in o to get wood and necessýry refreshwents. À
party of men was accordingly sent off in three armed boâtgý
and effected a landingô- without ziny opposition. Bougalai.
ville himself and some athers went tojoin this party in. the
afternoon, and found it busily èmployed as direcied, thé
natives lending considerable assistance by convè-yingwoode
&c. to the boats. At first, indeed, they presented thëtnselvft
in an armed posture, and seerned resolved to preveàt any
intrusion on their ground, but the prudent and toiieiliàfoty
conduct of the officers effected a telinquishaient. of irnmeà.

diate hostility. This, lit is thou ht, was bùt deceitful,, and
apparently intended tô throw the ratty off its guatd. Very
probably, they meditated a serious attack,- but were disconý6.
certed by the party ernbarking sooner than they -expected.
la doing so, they exhibited what had continued to attuate.
%hem, for when the party put off in their boats, these peôple
followed itý and showed their dexterity in tlirowlfàg Stones
îmd arrows, from which they did not desist, till twice fired
en by the crew. These savages are unfavýburably descrîbed, ;
they are said to have been ugly, of short stature, and in
proportioned; and as they were affected with a disease
which Bougainville considered leprosy, this island got the
name of Isie of Lepers. The févv women that were seen, at

best rivalled th--e men in disagreeable appearatate., and were
about as naked.

Bougainville now m4de sail to the S.W, for a long coast,
in sight, extending as far as the eye could reàch, froni

S.W. to W.N.W., but as there was little or no wind durinc-
the 24th, both day and nie 'i ht, he was left to the rnercy of'
the currents,. which would searcely allow him. to get three
leagfts off the Isle of Lepers. He advanced somewbat
better on the 12.5th, though the Etoile still la-y becalmed,
and at last found himself, as it were, shut up in a great

gulph in th»e land, which lay to the west. Not knùwing
whether he was so or riot, it becain-e necessary to 5tand
again towards that island, and in consequence the e5th was,

lost.


