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loved : the laft to 2 common friend *, whefe vir-
ques and fcience endeared him to his country, and
whofe removal from among us, we fhall long have
occafion to deplore.

“Thefe pages are, with peculiar propriety, in-
fcribed to you. I know not that any perfon has
paid fo much attention to the fubje& which they
involye: 1 _know no one who places an_higher
value upon the queftion which I have ventured to
difcufs. Although, in the progrefs of my inqui-
ry, I have differed from you, in one or two eflen-
tial points, I cannot fuppofe that on that account
the inveftigation of the queftion will be the lefs
agreeable to you. Iam confident, from my per-
fonal acquaintance with you, that you are anxious
for the difcovery of truth, and ardent to embrace
it, in whatever form it may prefent itfelf. It is
the jewel which all good and wife men are in pur- -
(uit of. Itis the punium faliens of {cience.

I regret, with you, Sir, the evanithment of fo
many of the tribes and nations of America. 1
regret, with you, the want of a zeal among our’
countrymen for colleing materials concerning
the hiftory of thefe people. I regret the want of
the neceffary endeavoursto introduce among thofe
of them who have cfcapcd the ravages of time,
[inftead of the vices and the miferies of half-civi-

5» . * David Rittenhoufe.
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