Caap. XIII. ACADEMICAL REFORM. 311

English place of education; but even here, fortunately,
the British Museum and the College of Surgeons,
by their extensive collections, step in, and in some
degree supply the deficiency.

After the rejection at Oxford of the moderate
measure of reform proposed in 1839, for combining
together the professorial and tutorial systems, we can
scarcely hope that any movement from within will
effect (the changes so loudly called for. Time will,
year after year, remove the older members of Con-
vocation, who are favourable to more enlarged views,
and will replace them, it must be feared, by the
avowed partizans of the narrower system of study,
adopted in more modern times, and under which
they have been brought up. Appeal under such
circumstances must therefore be made to an external
authority.. A royal commission like those which
have more than once visited of late years the
universities of Scotland, might prove asufficient coun-
terpoise to the power and vis inertie of forty learned
corporations. They might suggest such remedies as
the licensing of new Halls, the removal of tests on ma-
triculation, the awarding of honorary distinctions for
proficiency in the subjects of the professorial lectures,
and many others, which would doubtless be welcomed
by the more enlightened members of Convocation.
Fortunately, no violent innovations are called for, no




