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LIFE

WILLIAM LYON MACKENIZIE.

CHAPTER -I.

Gener.l Remarks--Mackenzie's Parents--His Birth--School Days-Youth-

Characteristie Incidents--Religious Instruction imposed by his' Mother-

The Books he read.

FEw men wbo bave led a life of great mental acti
vity lonom survive the abandonment of their accustomed

habit of labor. Nor was it different with Mr. Mackenzie
When he resigned his seat in the Legislative Assembly,

in 1858, few of his collelagues were equal to the endur-
ance he underwent. It was-'no uncommon thing for
him to burn the midnioht, -oil till streaks of gray were
visible in the eastern horizon. 111e would do this three
or faur nights in the week. He could jump as bigh,
and run as fast, as the youngest and the most athletie

member of the House. Every one thought there were
still left many years of wear in his slender but wiry

frame; but the seeds of mortality had been already sown
in his system. As a steam engine of disproportionate
size shakes to pieces the too frail vessel in which it is
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