X PREFACE.

other. Thefe obje&s being accomplithed, I
returned, to determine the praticability of
“a commercial communication through the
continent of North America, between the
- Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, which is proved
by my fecond journal. Nor do I hefitate to
declare my decided opinion, that very great
and effential advantages may be derived by
extending our trade from one fea to the other.
Some account' of the fur trade of Canada
from that country, of the native inhabitants,
and of the extenfive diftri&s conneé&ted with
it, forms a preliminary difcourfe, which will,
I truft, prove interefting to a naticn whofe
general policy is blended with, and whofe
profperity is fupported by, the purfuits of
commerce. It will alfo qualify the reader
to purfue the fucceeding voyages with fupe-
rior intelligence and fatisfation.

Thefe voyages will not, I fear, afford the
variety that may be expe&ed from them ;
and that which they offered to the eye, is
not of a nature to be effeGtually transferred
to the page. Mountains and vallies, the
dreary wafte, and wide-fpreading forefts, the
lakes and rivers fucceed each other in ge-

neral defcription ; and, except on the coafts
of



