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he called Cordoba. He admired the beauty of

the place, but finding the Indians unfriendly,

he sailed away, In 1837 Capt. McNeill,'in
the steamer Beaver, visited the harhor which

the Indians called Camosun, or “The'Place’of/
Rushing Water.” ' The ‘whistle of ' the ~com-

pany’s riew ‘steamer, the first on the Bgcffic
coast, brought the Songhees from their village
to gaze and wonder at the strange’ boat that
without oar or sail, but with great noise, mov-
ed so swiftly through the water. ‘In a letter to
Governor Simpson, Capt, McNeill described
Camosun as very suitable for such an estab-
lishment as Fort. Vancouver, except that.there
did not seem to'bé water enough to turn mills.
When, in 1841, Simpson visited the Pagific
Coast for the second time, he became convinc-
ed that the ‘' company " should “ remove their
headquarters to the south 6f Vancouver Island.
As the change was a more than usually impor-
tant one Simpson consulted the directors of the
company in London, who reselved to build a
large fort at Camosun. ” :
In speaking of Fort Vancouver, we have
" learned that James Douglas was associated
with Dr. McLaughlin'in the management of
_ the company’s business "in - the Northwest.
This'man who played so important a part in
theearly history of this province was born in
amaica in 1803. He was a descendant of the
lack Douglas ‘so famous in- Scottish story,
In early youth he engaged with the Northwest
* Company, and while at their . headquarters of
» Fort William beeame a great favorite of Mec-
- Laughlin. When the doctor decided in 1823'to .
take charge of the affairs of the Hudson’s Bay

Company ‘in the Columbia district he persuad- .

ed the lad to accompany him across the moun-

tains. -Douglas was placed in charge of factor

James Connolly that he might learn.to conduct
the fur'trade in New Caledonia. Here he met
-dnd fell in love with the factor’s daughter, a

girl of sixteen. . She became his wife and many

of their descendants : still ~dive  in‘ Victoria.
~.,,'P°ﬁ%1?ﬁv.f},ﬂ€dzwy imparta
‘* ® interior and on the coast, and succeeded -
“McLaughlin as manager of the affairs of the
Hudson’s Bay Company west of the Rocky
Mountains. e

In 1843 he came up from Faort Vanéoﬁver s

- to make a careful examination” of Camostin.
Entering ‘what is now called the inner harbor,
he saw a tract of land six miles’ square. A

_great part of it was already suitable for tillage
or pasture. The rest was covered .with valu-
able timber. The soil was fertile. The situa-

“tion very . beautiful. and the .climate ‘mild. -
Camosun Canal, the Gorge, with well wooded
banks extended inland for nearly six miles.

tee miles away was a very fine and safe

- harbor called Esquiimalt, but Douglas consid.
ered that its appearance was strikingly unpre-
possessing, the outline of the country exhibit-

. Douglas chose Camosun for the site of the
new fort, and in March, 1843, he came thither
~ with a force of fifteen men to take possession
of the ground and to prepare for building. The
Songhees Indians had left their village and
were entrenched some distance ‘away “to be
. ready for-an attack of a war party of Gowich-
ans, of whose coming they had received warn-
ing. Father Bolducs, a Jesuit missionary, had
come over with Douglas. He went toithe In-
. dian encampment, preached to the savages and
‘baptized a great many., Next Sunday he cele-
‘brated mass in a chapel built of fir boughs. |
The Challoms had crossed from the -Opposite
shore and’the Cowichans and the Songhees,
for the time forgot their quarrel as they looked
on at the mystegéous rites. ' As soon as he had 4
decided on a si
at work squaring timber, Douglas sailed north
to get more men and material from two forts,
. Yako, on the Takn River, and’ McLaughlin, on
*  Milbank ‘Sound, which the company had de-
cided to abandon, ' By the fifst of June he was
back and the work proceded apace. The fort

was ready for occupation in October. The Tn-  would you _bring
upon yourselyes?

dians from far and near had looked on its erec-
tion with unfriendly eyes, but had not attempt-
ed to interfere with the fifty resolute men, who
watchful and’ well-armed went quietly on with .
their work. Fort Camosun was on the eastern
side of the inlet ,directly'cpposife.thgfvilia*g'e‘bf
the Songhees, which Wwas about four hundred
yards off. It consisted of a square one hun-’
- dred and fifty yards on each side enclosed by
- cedar pickets eighteen feet high. At the angles

. were two block houses or bastions, and within stantly upon the
‘word a nine-poiin-
workshops.  Walls and buildings had been der belched forth

C en pegs were us-  with
ed in some places but generally the timbers ‘noise: o large load
of grape shot tear- ..
; 7oA e U ing into splinters / wind
Charles Ross, who was put in charge of the a cedar lodge at. and is

the enclosure were dwellings, storehouses and
erected. without nails.. Wood

were so carefully fitted together as not to nieed
fastening. R g

new fort, only fived a few ‘months, and was

suceeeded by Roderick Finlayson, . This-gen- pointed.
tleman entered the company’s. service when a - frightened,
boy and held several important positions on ' wives and childr
He spent the greater part  son had sent b
. of a long life.in the cig of which ' the fort he from danger.
( i ed its purpose,
. Bormed the ‘many. duties which  ‘fell to his Jot in future the In

the Pacific Coast.

now commanded was the beginning.. He .per-

4
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_settlers' commenced’ to
: ein Oregon and the of-
ficers-of the Hudson’s Bay
- Company saw that the Unit-
ed-States was likely to get
'possession of the basin of
_.the’ Lower Columbia, they
Jooked "around them for a
site. on which to build a
trading post that would take the place of Fort
Vancouver. While George Vancouver was
exploring the shores and islands of the Gulf of
Georgia a Spanish captain had entered a har-
bor on the south of Vancouver Island ' which

brlbe

roria by
Bay Company—Some Inter-
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g of Fort Victo

with perfect inte
most of the Hud
a Scotchman.

* called for a bra

grity and thoroughness. Like
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story will show that' he possessed
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Oregon to stock it. © These cattle

with  venison, It has been said that the

it : npow covered by the principal st 3 Vi
Provisions were sent not. only to the comm- y §1 Rl Streets of :
company seldom

pany’s forts in less favored places, but Russian
vessels were loaded with wheat, beef and nrit-
ton for Sitka.. Whaling ships sometimes called
in at Esquimalt for provisions -but the fleet
found the Sandwich Islands the most conven-
ient port of call. . ¢

In 1845 there was talk of war between Eng-

was one . exception.
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@ trading expedition. A lit-

ent just narrated some Ska-
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stance, the Inconstant,  the Herald anq
Pandora. Kane street:recalls : the name of .,
naturalist who visited the coast in early (,,
In 1849, the year when James Douglas ..
charge of Fort Victoria, the only- buildin,
side the fort was a small dairy at' the hey,
James Bay.

We will leave the Hudson’s Bay people 1,
improve their farm, which occupied ~ the |

an(

as

toria city, care for their quickly incre;

flocks and herds, pursue their trade with tha
Indians and extend their commerce, whi W
see what was going on in the interior in these

last days of the fur-trading period.

The editor of the Colonist has received the
following extremely interesting ‘and wvaluab|.
letter regarding early days on the west coas
of Vancouver Island: -

Sir,—~With pleasure I have read in your
edition of March 7th an account of Ms. Car-
michael’s report of a recent exploratory toyr
“in which, under the heading of “Historical »
there ire several items that are not accurate:
and it is as well to explain now, as there are.
to the best of my belief, only two men alive,
Mr. G. M, Sproat and myself, that know the
correct account. "

In 1857 1 and a man named Laughton were

trading at Pachina, San Juan Harbor, when
the brig Island Queen, Capt. Stamp, anchoreq
in the ha;?or. The captain came ashore, stat.
‘ing that He was looking for timber, Ii. Was
much impressed as to the size and quality of
the tintber. He suggested that we should
hire Indians to get spars out for him. He v
impressed that it was impossible with the lin.
ted means and appliances at our command,
He then started for Victoria, from there to Py-
get Sound, eventnally making a contract with
the Port Gamble mil] company to supply him
spars. Some time after he returned to Eng-
land, and then back to Victoria.

In the spring of 1860 he purchased the
schooner Reporter, renaming  her Meg Mer-
rilies, appointing the writer captain of her; la-
ter on went to Barclay Sound, taking with
him two timber cruisers—Jeremiah Rogers
and John Walton,. On arriving at what is
now called Alberni, he sent the two men up
the river prospecting - for timber. They rc
turned the same night, Rogers giving a most
favorable atcount of the size and quality, but
Walton's account of ‘the timber was  very in-
different.. Captain Stamp was satisfied with
Rogers’ report and;returned to Victoria, .

A r};‘g_sclllo,@ncr; Mmade seyeral, trips to Alberm:
during the summer, carrying down men, tim-
ber and provisions s Jater on started down with
.2 number of men and a quantity of stores 1o
_ build the mill. Captain gtamp and Mr, G. M.
Sproat also on board.
. On_ arriving at Alberni found the barken-
tine Woodpecker, from ~London. anchored
_there loaded with machinery, etc., for the mill
(the Woodpecker was wrecked shortly after
on the Columbia River Bar) ; also some pas-
sengers, engineer, blacksmith, cooper and two

Iaborers. - /

The Indians were camped on the miill site
and refused to vacate the land. Captdin Stamp
ordered me to haul the schooner' broadside to
the beach and to load the two .guns.  The
Woodpecker also did the same. Then he or-
dered them to leave or he would destroy their
houses, They left in 2 hurry and the mill was
built and soon was cutting timber and ship-
ping spars for some years, Then the mill was
shut down, the machinery was sold to the Port
Gamble Mill Company, taken away and erect-
ed at Port Gamble; and the mill, abandoned
some years after, was destroyed by fire. The

~ fompany owned a small tug, the Diana, and

the Thames, which was taken to Honoluly,
from there to Japan, by the late Captain Dev-
€reaux, and there sold; also a schooner built
at and called Alberni, i

i T. PAMPHLET.

——0——
PIONEER EXPERIENCES

oRen Robson, the first Methodist mis-
Sicmary to land on Vancouver Island, relatcd
his pioneer experiences to a large audience in
Vancouver the other evening; and in the

and . ‘course of his address told many most interest-

ing stories of the early days of the province of
British Columbia, Forty-nine years ago Dr.
Robson stood on the deck of the steamer Pa-,
cific-and heard fired the cannon that notified
Victoria that the ship  was. off Deadman’s,

Point, A skiff put off ang towed the party!

ashore. Dr. Robson Sprang out to help the
others out, and so was the first of the mission-
aries to land. = Said he, in his address: “We/
landed close to Deadman’s Point, and it has:
often struck ‘e that British Columbia has too
.many of these gruesome names. «There was a,
Murderer’s Bar on the Fraser River, and I can

-Say what many of you cannot—I haye been on

both sides of Hell’s Gate and have come out
unscathed.” )

. Dr. Robson paid a high tribute to Governor
DouglCS,.l"cdmmanding figure in the early

history of British Columbia. “The Hudson
Bay ‘officers were all men of indomitable cour-
age,” he said, “and Douglas was every inch a
man. Of splendid physique and with magni-
ficen';.,sﬁbuﬁibrs, he looked a truly regal figure
when dressed in the uniform which his posi-

‘tion, as Governor of the two colonies of Van-

couver Island and British Columbia called for.

‘He had lived almost 11 his life among the In-

dians and well knew how they were impressed
by a little show. I remember once when he
went up the Fraser on the old Beaver to visit

an Indian camp, he was taken ashore in state
in 't_;sm'ﬁ ‘boat and carried to the scene of the

the

| gkoufder'g' of his men.
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