
VOL. n. NO. 49. GUELPH, ONT., CANADA, TUESDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 15, 1868. PRICE ONE PENNY

WALL PAPER,
AT A BARGAIN,

For ONE MONTH Only.

The beet 30o Satin Paper, now 
eelllng for 20, 18, 16 and I* 
cents a Roll.

Good Common Paper, 6 cents 
the Roll.

The balance of our stock maet be sold to make 
room for our Spring Stock.

Call early and get Good Patterns, at

JDAY’S BOOKSTORE,
Opposite the Market.

Guelph, September 6th. dw

"piRESH BISCUITS, of all kinds,

AT C. A T. MEREDITH'S.

SALT, SALT
Wholesale and Retail at

A. H. R. KENNEDY’S

FLOUR AND FEED STORE,

UPPER WTNDH>M-ST., GUELPH

Guelph, July 84.

pmui[g.
OFFICE:..................MACD0NNELL8TREET

MARMALLDB, PEACHES and PRUNES, 
AtC. AT. MEREDITH'S.

PURE MOCHO and JAVA COFFES, Roasted 
on the premises,

At C. A T. MEREDITH’S.

"fJlEAS, from 50c. and upwards,

At C. A T. MEREDITH’S

TIOBACCOS, Natural Leaf, Chewirg and cut. 

At C. AT. MEREDITH'S.

BR1AR Pines and Pocket Knives,
AtC. AT. MEREDITH'S, 

Nearly opposite their old stand, 
Known as the Canada Clothing Sioie

NB.—The Slock of the Canada Clothing Store 
. is selling off" in the same premkes. 
Guelph, Aug. 21. do tf

New Catechism
FOR THE PEOPLE.

WHO do the Largest Boot and Shoe Business 
in Guelph?

PREST A HEPBURN. 
Who have the largest and best assorted stock of 

Boole and Shoes in Gue'ph?
PPEST A HEPBURN. 

Who have the Newer ta jd Pest Styles or Bco j 
and Shoes in Guelph?

PR5ST AHSPBCRN. 
Who have always been ahead in Style,Ma" eria* 

Workmanship, Neatness and Durability?
PREST & HEPBURN 

The subscribers being the only Manufaci-u.eis 
in Guelph, are in a position to offer inducements 
io the public which no other House in the Trade 
can do. CALL,.AND SEE, and you will be con 
i iueed that large and varied nr Las always been 
our Stock the one now on hand far exceeds aoy- 
< liing ever shown by us in the past.

Support Home Manufacture
And keep your money in Vic Conoiy.

K3T Rewiember our Good» are aH Wa. *

TERMS Cask, and no Second Price.
PREST & HEPBURN.

Guelph June IS dwtf
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Local News.

THE MURDER OF MR, McGEE
TRIAL OF WHELAN
SPEECHES OF COUNSEL 

JUDGE'S CHARGE.
AND

Another Lot of those Délierons

Pine Applies
At H. BERRY’S.

SPLENDID DATES
At H. BERRY’S.

ORANGES ME MO NS
At H. BERRY’S.

HEAL

Maple Sugar
Ai H. BERRY S.

Guelph. MaylO ICG9. dw

CLARK’S EXCELSIOR

Washing Composition !
The best and Rarest Du.eovuy of the Age, for 

Wevldng Purposes,

Worth Twenty Dollars a Year
In a family of eight or ten persona.

IT w ill wash in hard or soft water. Clothes re­
quire no lubo ig. The dirt is boiled out in 

ton minutes, and the wasb'ng may be on the line 
before breakfast. It is warranted notto injure 01 
<1 -«color the dollies, and will also remove paint, 
grease, or stains of all kinds. Give it a fair trial 
andyonwiUneverbewithoutit, “Family Rights," 
containing tV’’ d’vecliona for mnliingnnd using the 
Composition, SI each. Sold at Llie Patentee’s 
Music Store, and at A. B. PETRIE'S Drug Store.

W WA RNER CLARK,
JulylGlb idw Patentee, Guelph, Ont

R. J, JEANNERET.
From England,

(Establishedin London.Out., 1842 and in 
Guelph 1S63,)

WORKING WATCHMAKER
AND JEWELER

DAY’S BLOC?.,
Opposite the Market, Guelph.

A GOOD Assortment of the Best English and 
Swiss Lever Watches. Reference can lie 

made to respectable persons who have carried 
. bis Watches from one to twenty-live yenrs each. 

Guelph, September 9lb. " dw

Stratford has decided to buy a new fire 
engine.

A bald eagle, measuring seven feet 
from tip to tip, was shot recently at 
Hawksville.

Some of the papers praise the Guelph 
Mercury. Quite right. The Mercury is 
a well-printed, smartly-written sheet.— 
London Advertiser.

The Spirit of the Age is finnly of the 
belief that the “wickedest man” in To­
ronto is George Albert Mason.

Walkerton is endeavoring to institute 
a monthly fair, to bejheld on the last 
Wednesday of each month, beginning 
on the 30th inst.

Mr. John O’Farrell has begun, or in­
tends to begin,an action for libel against 
the Montreal Gazette, in consequence of 
something its Ottawa correspondent said 
about him during the Whelan trial.

Diehl wheat, for seed, has been selling 
in the neighbourhood of Wnlkertown for 
$2 a bushel.

Five stands of Refreshment Booths, at 
the Provincial Fair, were sold in Hamil­
ton, for $1,075.

So far as reported in the Telegraphy 
there was no crime of a more heinous na­
ture than larceny came before the Quart­
er Sessions for Waterloo, during the sit­
tings of the Court last week.

Pigeon Match.—On Thursday next, at 
one o’clock, a pigeon match for $100 a 
side will take place at Wm. Hood’s new 
race course, between Mr. Birch, the 
champion shot, and Mr. Black. Each is 
to shoot at fifty birds. On the succeeding 
day, Friday, there is to be a match be­
tween twelve Toronto and the same 
number of Guelph sports, each _man to 
shoot at ten birds.

Another Shift. — A correspondent in­
forms us that tfie Narrow Gauge agitators 
have promised to make another change 
in their route and run through the south 
side of Luther instead of the north or I 
centre as proposed at meetings held in the 
latter sections. This step is taken with 
a view to secure a bonus from that town­
ship, and the co-operation of the people 
of Arthur Village, but the statements at 
different times and places, of the Narrow 
Gauge men have been so very contra­
dictory and false that little or no atten­
tion is paid to them. The people of 
Arthur and Luther look for the speedy 
commencement of the Wellington, Grey 
& Bruce Railway, and will introduce no 
By-Law in support of the Narrow

Dominion Rifle Meeting.—The Domin­
ion Rifle Association Matches began, or 
were to begin, this (Tuesday) morning 
at Montreal. The following is the order 
in'which they will be contested. 1st. 
All comers match, first stage ; 2nd affili­
ated Association prize ; 3rd, all comers 
match, second stage; 4th, Battalion 
match, 6th, Dominion of Canada prize, 
first stage ; 6th, the challenge cup, Mrs. 
McDougall’s gift ; 7th, Dominion of Can­
ada second stage ; 8tb, all cernera inter­
national ; 9th, Provincial match ; 10th, 
military district; 11th military prize.

Pleasant.—According to all account» 
the “assembled wisdom” qf the Province, 
as that article is represented on board 
the Chicora, bound to Fort William is 
having a gay time of it. The vessel 
having put into Meaford for coal, on her 
way up, and being obliged to lie over 
night, the gay and festive legislators 
proposed to have a dance, if the ladies of 
that place would assist them. The ladies, 
nothing loth, went on board the gallant 
steamer, and to the inspiring strains of 
the band of the Queen’s Own, tipped the 
light fantastic till eleven o’clock. For 
cheering their grave, serious, legislative 
old hearts by their company the mem. 
hers of the Local Legislature cheered the 
ladies of Meaford when they were de­
parting. They are sweet and gallant 
gentlemen, and we hope they will live 
to do much for their country.

The Cobourg World tells of a family 
i re-union which lately took place in its 
| neighborhood,at which therewere present 
three great grandmothers, eleven grand­
mothers, and eighty grandchildren. A 
large party, and evidently a little inclin­
ed to antediluvianiam.

Ritualism.—The Provincial Synod has 
referred petitions and memorials on the 
subject of ritualism to a select commit­
tee, the Ontario members in which are 

Mr. S. B. Harman,

Ottawa, Sept. 14.
The interest in the great assassination 

trial today waa stronger than ever. The 
court was filled from an early hour, al­
most half of the* present being ladies, 
and these, most of them, sat till eight 
o’clock to-night with the most uncon­
querable patience. Mr. John Hillyard 
Cameron’s address for the defence was a 
masterly effort, lasting two hours and a 
half. He was followed in a very clever, 
calm, dispassionate address by Mr. 
O’Reilly, who spoke for an hour and a 
half. A slight recess was then taken, 
after which His Lordship delivered his 
charge* which occupied five hours and 
forty minutes ! Probably not more than 
half an hour, however, of the whole pe­
riod was devoted to comments on the 
evidence ; the remainder of the time was 
consumed in reading over the testimony 
itself. Here and there His Lordship 
commented on it as he went along, but 
his charge was, on the whole, exceeding­
ly moderate. It could hardly, in fact, 
have better balanced the pros and cons, 
as far as he touched them at all.

Mr. J. H. Cameron, in addressing the 
jury for the defence, expressed the great 
responsibility which he felt in conduct­
ing the case. A great crime had been 
committed—that a great name had been 
blotted out from the roll of the distin- 
gushed men of the age—that a great 
man, who had endeavored by his own 
example to get his fellow-countrymen to 
love that country by the institutions of 
which they had beep enabled to acquire 
everything which, as free men, they can 
prize—has been struck down by the 
band-of the assassin whilst the words of 
patriotism were on Ms lips ; and the 
country which has shown its gratitude 
to his memory has demanded an atone­
ment, and with an almost universal 
shout has pronounced that his murderer 
should be tracked and brought to jus­
tice. You can feel, he said, therefore, 
how deep is the responsibility resting 
on me as counsel for the defence, in 
consequence of all the circumstances 
supposed to attach to the commission 
of this crime. He then referred to the 
peculiar position of the prisoner and Lis 
counsel ; that while everything had been 
done fairly by the Crown to secure a ver­
dict, a shout went through the land 
which proclaimed the prisoner guilty 
before a word was heard in his defence.
He then entered into a defence of him­
self for acting as Whelan’s advocate. 
We as advocates, he said, have duties to 
perform which we must perform fearless­
ly ; we, as advocates,have to do our duty.
I shall read to you words written and 
spoken by a man great in the English 
nation—one whose name is known over 
all the world. I read them to you be­
cause I desire it should go forth through 
the press that it does not lie in our power 
as advocates to refuse to defend men re­
quiring our services. No man’s case 
should be prejudiced by a leading counsel 
refusing to take it up. What would be 
the case if when prisoner asked my ser­
vices as one of those looked on as the 
leading counsel in Upper Canada, I had 
declined 1 I should have been not merely 
a craven in my profession, but should 
have forgotten my duty to my God. Here 
the learned counsel quoted from the au­
thor in question, who laid it down that 
the duty in que«tion was one which 
should never be given up, was one never 
to be given up, was one never to be in­
fluenced by public opinion. He then paid 
a high compliment to Mr. O’Reilly for 
the able manner in which he had con­
ducted the case. He then proceeded to 
examine into the evidence. They had 
been told that there waa a conspiracy, 
that the prisoner was an emissary of 
wicked men, that this conspiracy waa 
hatching in Montreal, and that one of the 
objects of thàt conspiracy was the taking 
the life of Mr. McGee. He contended 
that there was no proof that such was the 
case. The evidence as it is presented to 
us embraces three distinct portions—1st, 
the circumstantial evidence in the case ; 
2nd, the direct evidence ; 3rd, evidence of 
admission. The entire evidence from 
beginning to end resolves itself into one 
or other of these three heads. He then 
proceeded to examine these in their order, 
of circumstantial evidence, he said that 
though of a character often really better 
than direct evidence, is not always to be 
relied on as the strongest evidence, and 
in the present case the circumstantial 
evidence offered is not of the character 
on whjph reliance ought to be placed. 
He w*t on to ajiow that Turner’s evi­
dence Was unworthy of credence. The 
strong point regarding his testimony, 
and that showing him to be entitled to 
no credit at all, is the conversation Turn­
er says took place between the prisoner 
and Doyle at Russell’s. He maintained 
that Turner never could have heard the 
conversation between Doyle and Whelan. 
Mr. Cameron then proceeded to speak of 
Lacroix’s evidence, which was of a direct 
nature. If he is so sure the murdered 
man’s hat was black, when every one 
knows it was white, how can you depend 
on the accuracy of his knowledge of the 
passing glimpse he caught of the man’s 
face who was running away, while he 
(Lacroix) was cowering with fear and 
terror in the doorway ; Lacroix says also 
that the place to which the murderer 
started was to the east of him, whereas 
the first of those gates described as the 
murderer’s retreat was far to the west­
ward of where Lacroix* must have been, 
and even the second gate was not as he 
described it, so thatc^acroix’s evidence 
cannot be correct. Pn these circum­
stances which are all important, we have 
the most positive and distinct contradic­
tion in two statements of facts which 
could not by any possibility have existed 
simultaneously. I say no twelve men 
should allow such testimony to prevail 
with them for a single moment. Mr. 
Cameron then proceeded to examine the 
evidence of admission which prisoner is 
said to have given against himself, and 
that is evidence which I must tell you at 
the outset a jury is bound to receive with 
the greatest amount of caution and sus­
picion. For a week the prisoner was 
closely watched whether he spoke, sang, 
danced or whistled. m1* — ~•*-' *

that conversation had reference to Turn­
er’s evidence and not to hie (prisoner’s) 
own opinions. The learned Counsel in 
conclusion warned the jury that they 
would have to be careful in attaching any 
faith to a story of which so many reasons 
had been given as to prisoners whole con­
nection with this affair. As far as he (the 
counsel) could, he had done what in him 
lay towards the prisoner’s defence, and it 
would now lie with the jury to give their 
verdict according to the evidence.

Mr. O'Reilly, to his speech,in reply,said 
he was glad to find from his learned 
friend’s lips thet justice had been done 
in the case. There may be prejudice 
against the foul deed and against the 
crime, but not against the prisoner, other 
than as being guilty of the crime. God 
forbid that the man who committed that 
fiendish act should not see the just re­
ward of his crime. The people of this 
country desire to see the murderer pun­
ished. The press and the public desire 
to see the murder laid bare ; and if I have 
been instrumental in dragging it to light 
I shall go down to my grave satisfied and 
thankful I have tracked the felon who 
killed McGee. He then briefly recapitul­
ated the facts, tracing the prisoner’s car­
eer, commencing at Quebec. He contend­
ed that all the facte bore strongly against 
the prisoner, that the thoughts of taking 
McGee’s life were constantly in his mind. 
When McGee comes to Ottawa, so does 
Whelan, when he returns to Montreal 
so does Whelan, He had always a loaded 
listol about him. When he 1 ^ves the 
louse on the night of the murder does 

any one follow him. Lacroix may be 
as ignorant and simple as they say ; he 
may be a boaster ; but if the defence 
is correct—-if Lacroix manufactured his 
story — instead of being ignorant he 
must be a man of unbounded ability. 
He then alluded to Whelan’s confession 
in the gaol. Whelan in this conversa­
tion said ‘there are three of ns.’ He and 
Doyle are two—where is the third ? We 
do not know, but the finger of Providence 
will reach him. He concluded by saying,
I will not use a single figure of speech, 
bnt only repeat the words you have al­
ready taken on your lips—“You shall 
well and truly try and a true deliverance 
make between our Sovereign Lady the 
Queen and the prisoner at the bar accord­
ing the evidence, so help you God.”

The close of his speech created a pro­
found sensation.

His Lordship then charged the Jury. 
He said a few words in regard to the posi­
tion and duty of an advocate. If a pro­
fessional man permitted himself to use 
his discretion as to what cases he would 
engage in, the effect would be that he 
would never be found in a case in which 
he would not gain by money or by credit. 
It is the duty of every lawyer to accept 
every retainer ; and any man, whatever 
his station, has a right to insist that his 
case be taken np.

He then proceeded to read and comment on 
the evidence at great length, and summed up 
by saying : The real point and question for 
you to ask your minds is—looking to all 
these facts, do you believe the prisoner not 
guilty ? If you cannot believe him guilty, if 
your minds cannot allow that he is guilty, 
then pronounce for his acquittal ; but turn 
it the other way, and I ask you do yon hon­
estly and seriously believe the prisoner to be 
the assassin, and does the evidence lead your 
minds to that conclusion ? It it does then it 
is your duty to pronounce him guilty. But 
if your minds oscillate—if you feel that it is 
stretching the facts and giving undue weight 
against the prisoner—that is what the law 
means by “reasonable doubt”—you are bound 
to give tne prisoner the beneBt of the doubt. 
Reasonable doubt, however, does not mean 
an excuse to conscience for acquitting a pri-

man, but he blamed those who manu­
factured the evidence.

He spoke of Ireland and made some 
violent remarks, when he was stopped by 
the Judge, who desired him to adhere to 
his case. Prisoner had no more to say 
except protest his innocence.

His Lordship then addressed him, saying 
that after a fair trial he had been convicted 
by the Jury of the crime with which he was 
charged. Nothing remained for the Court 
but to pass sentence, from which he could 
hope for no reprieve. He trusted that whilehope for no reprieve. He trusted that while . . . . „ M . QT.life remained the prisoner would employ it to 7°® ** withln eighteen or twenty mile» 
make his peace with God. mût» of Fort Garry. Quite a number of

The sentence is, “that yon Patrick 
James Whelan be taken to the place from 
whence yon came, and there detained 
till the 10th day of December next and 
that you be taken between the hour of 
9 in the morning and 4 in the afternoon 
to. .the place of puttie execution, and 
there be hanged by the neçk till yonr 
body he dead, and may God have mercy 
on your soul.”

Prisoner here showed some nervous­
ness, but recovered himself, and was led 
back to jail.

Red River Settlement.
The Appearance of the Country, Its 

Climate, quality of the Soil, &c*

Garry, who kindly invited me to hto

Ê
lace, but want of time prevented me.
te is highly spoken of and much reepect- 

ed by all tils hearers with whom I con­
versed. I met the Rev. Mr. Nesbit on 
my return, he being on his way be* 
from Canada. We met in quite a storm 
of thunder and rain in the midst of the 
plains, probably about 100 miles from 
almost any dwelling, and had a nice 
evening’s chat. There are very few set* 
tiers on the route for over 800 miles till

aoner, but a fair, honest doubt.
The Jury retired at 8:45, and the Court ad­

journed till 9 o’clock to-morrow.

Close of the Trial
VERDICT, GUILTY I

Whelan Sentenced lobe Hung,
Prisoner makes a Speech and 

Protests his Innocence.

The Execution to take Place 
on December 10th.

Archdeacon Palmer, w . o. **. u-.m. 
and Archdeacon Hollmuth chairman.

The following account of his late visit 
to the North-west territory has been 
kindly handed us for publication in the 
Mercury by Kenneth McKenzie, Esq., 
President of the South Wellington Agri­
cultural Society :—

Knowing that a great deal of interest 
is felt by my fellow Canadians regarding 
the North-west territory, I propose to give 
you a short account ofJ the trip, to­
gether with my impressions formed dur­
ing my stay there. I left Guelph by 
Great Western Railway on the 5th May, 
and landed in St. Paul, Minnesota, two 
and a half days after. I remained in 
that State with some of my friends for 
two weeks, and during that time visited 
several noted farming districts. Among 
others I visited the famed Dalrymple 
Cottage Grove farms, where the proprie­
tor raised 32,000 bushels of wheat the 
previous year. There is nothing par­
ticular to see about one farm more than 
another, only the Canadian cannot help 
noticing the large ploughed fields—if 
fields they can be called—for in a great 
many instances there are no fences to dis­
tinguish one from another. Few, or none 
I might almost say, think of building 
barns, but thrash their wheat in the field 
and team it into the granary, or send it 
as quick as possible to market. mhe 
traveller will see immense piles of straw 
in some fields; other farmers burn it 
whenever they thrash. Timber L scarce, 
and in general the fences are poor, al­
though in some places you will see good 
fences, and a few good barns. Their 
dwelling houses are generally of a better 
class compared with the same kind of 
buildings in this section. St. Paul is a 
fine, thriving city, with many large stone 
buildings going up. They have the best 
horses there, take them as a whole, that 
I ever saw in any town or city. There 
are some heavier teams in Chicago and 
Milwaukee, but I like the St. Paul horses 
fully fis well as any of them, being of 
good weight and clean boned. The cat­
tle are not quite so good as the horses, 
but still pretty fair. Their stock is great­
ly injured on the prairies by allowing the 
bulls to run at large. Still I saw several 
fine working oxen. In sheep they are 
far behind, the most that I saw being 
poor, miserable looking animals. Their 
pigs are no better than their sheep.— 
Their hobby is to raise wheat. They sow 
wheat year after year on the same land— 
in some instances I was told from twelve 
to fifteen years without intermission. 
They raise considerable corn, oats and 
potatoes. The latter seem to do well, 
but a bug has done them considerable 
injury this year.
I visited the State Prison at Stillwater. 

There were then forty-two convicts con­
fined in it, and to the credit of the females 
in Minnesota not one of their sex was 
within its walls. The inmates were all em­
ployed in cooper work,as they get a great 
quantity of timber down the St. Crox 
river. I considered the rules of the pris­
on very good, as every inducement is 
held out to the prisoners for good behavi­
our. If no mark is put against any one 
of them for a month, he is allowed two 
days off his servitude, and if confined for 
five years, and no bad conduct is recorded 
against him at the end of the fourth year 
he is released, and again allowed the full­
est right of citizenship. There is an in­
dustrial farm attached to it a few miles 
off, but I had not time to visit it. I was 
told it had a good effect on paupe 
seldom any took the benefit of it. The 
towns and neighbourhood aro kept clear 
of vagrants, as they are liable to be sent 
there. No fruit trees seem to thrive or 
come to perfection in this State, with the 
exception of Siberian crab apples and 
wild plums. These bear well, as also all 
the smaller fruits such as currants, &c. 
Wild grapes and wild hops grow there 
in abundance.

I joined the Wesleyan Methodist Mis-, 
sionaries who had left Canada for the far 
west, and in company with them and 
some other parties, we were ready to start 
from St. Cloud on the 1st June. We 
were delayed some days waiting for their 
goods to arrive, and on account of some 
of the horses of the party straying but at 
last on the 4th June the caravan started 
for Fort Garry, which we reached after a 
journey of twenty-five travelling days. 
We had a good many pulls and tugs and 
fixing of crossings. But all took these 
little annoyances with the best of humor, 
and even the good ladles of the mission- 
aries helped to carry brush in order to 
crossway the creeks and holes. It is a 
wonder to see the road so good for such 
a length, especially \ when we remember 
that no labour is put on it except what is 
done by parties travelling as we were, 
and these repairs are, as may be suppos­
ed of a very temporary character, and are 
generally swept away during the spring! 
floods. Still the journey waa not without 
its pleasures. We passed numerous beau-|

" " ih 8W8

Special Dispatch to the Guelph Mercury.

Ottawa, September 15.
There was a considerable throng around 

the Court House from an early hour this 
morning, and the court room as usual 
was cro wded. Very few ladies, however, 
were present. His Lordship took his seat 
at nine o’clock, and the prisoner was im­
mediately after placed in the dock. He 
looked very calm, but anxious, and was 
dressed entirely in black. The Jury, 
which had been locked up all night, soon 
afterwards entered the Court, and in re­
ply to the usual question respecting the 
verdict, the foreman answered, Guilty.

The Crown prosecutor then moved for 
the judgment of the Court on the prison­
er. His lordship desired Whelan to stand 
up, and asked him if he had anything to 
urge why judgment should not be passed 
on him. The prisoner advanced to the 
front of the dock and said he had been 
tried and convicted as expected, bnt in 
his soul he was innocent of the murder of 
McGee. He had been accused also of 
being a Fenian, but it was false. He 
had never belonged to any organized So­
ciety except the St. Patrick’s Society 
here, whicn was not secret but national.
He was chosen one of the marshals sim­
ply because he could ride. He had been 
suspected and treated unfairly because he 
was a Roman Catholic, but was none the 
worse for that. He had been arrested in 
Quebec for Fenianism, and to prevent 
disgrace had given himself the name qf 
Sullivan, which was his mother’s name, 
but was a volunteer in Quebec and went 
by his proper name. From there he went 
to Montreal and acted for part of a day 
scrutineer for Devlin at the election.
That was all he had to do with it.

From Montreal he came to Bear Brook, 
thence to Ottawa, where he had taken a 
house and Intended to settle. He went . 
to Montreal on the 24th of December tiful lakes, whicl 
last, and while there heard threats in finest wild duck, which we often shot, 
a house one night of burning McGee’s At night we camped, and after ‘hoppling’ 
residence, and went to warn him with the horses (tying their forelegs together)

" they were let loose to feed on the rich 
prairie grass. Evening and morning wor-| 
ship was regularly kept up by the good 
missionaries, and we had service every 
Sabbath, with one exception, when we 
were prevented by thunder storms. The 
Wesley ans of Canoda deserve great credit 
for sending these missionaries to the far

settlers who moved into this section were 
massacred by the Sioux Indians about Six 
years ago.

As we met the different trails of carte 
on their way to St. Cloud, we heard dole­
ful accounts of the destruction the grass­
hoppers had committed in the settlement, 
which we found were too truly verified. 
on our arrival at Fort Garry, for around 
the bastions of the Fort their marks were 
to be seen fully eighteen inches up the 
walls, and the inhabitants had to wheel 
them off as their dead bodies emitted a 
stench like rotten fish. The first of them 
we saw was about thirteen miles north of 
Pembina, on the division line between 
the United States and British territory, 
as we halted for dinner. After that they 
were meeting us in swarms all along the 
road. They seemed all to be going south, 
and after I arrived at the Settlement I 
observed that they never offered to fly 
but when a north wind came to drive 
them south. There were Very few to be 
seen in the settlement bÿ the 30th, but 
when I left they were quite thick on our 
way ont till wituin 80 miles of George­
town. So complete had been their rav­
ages that not an ear of any kind of grain 
was to be seen In the whole Settlement.
I am, however, of,the opinion that if the 
country was more widely and thickly 
settled the injury might not be felt so 
greàt, as many parts might escape their 
ravages. I have been informed by par­
ties born in the country that this !» the 
third clean sweep they have made of the

Eroducta of the soil in 46 years, the first 
eing in 1822. But then their ravages 

were not so much felt, buffalo and plenty 
of other game being at the doors of the 
settlers. Several of them did not sow or 
even plough their land last fall, as the 
grasshoppers came in swarms in the 
beginning of August and deposited their 
eggs. Being nearly all gone before I left 
the Settlement,they had no more dread of 
them for the present. At present there 
is but a very small portion of country set­
tled—only about 50 miles in a continued 
ine along the banks of the Red Rivet, 
which runs in a northerly direction ; and, 
there are 65 or 70 miles settled along the 
banks of the Assinaboine which rune east 
and west and falls into the Red River at 
Fort Garry. The country being smooth 
and level, there seems to be no obstruc­
tion to their over-ruuuing the whole are» 
of cultivated land which is of small ex' _ 
tent. I was more fully convinced of this 
on my return to Fort Abercronbie, a dis­
tance of about 270 miles south where » 
Mr. McCauley has a farm near to the 
Fort. On my arrival on the 12th August 
he was stacking the last of his wheat 
crop, and had besides a large field of oats, 
peas and potatooe, none of which were 
in the least touched by grasshoppers. 
And this distance is bnt trifling campar- 
ed with the vast extent of the great 
plains to the west and all around which 
might be settled. The Red River is » 
slow,sluggish stream, and is very crooked.
—The banks on each side are high, and- 
formedof rich alluvial soil and clay,which 
makes the water rather muddy.

The land around Fort Garry is generally 
rather low and bushy, being pretty well 
wooded near the river. The ground is very 
sticky in wet weather. I saw the first of 
those peste, the Canadian thistles, in the im- ■ 
mediate neighborhood of Fort Garry—the 
first I had seen since leaving Detroit. I don’t 
think they are indigenous to the prairie coun­
try, as after travelling a short distance west 
of the Assinaboine I saw no more of them. 
The settlers should endeavour, for their com-- - 
fort and credit, to extinguish them before-. 
they spread further. " The Assinaboine River 
runs more rapid than the Red River, but the- 
the water is muddy. The soil along ite 
banks, when about fifty miles west from 
where it falls into the Rea River gets to b» 
more of a sandy subsoil, warmer and of a® 
earlier nature than to the east, and it coin 
tinned so as far as I travelled, as also along 
Lake Minatoba and White Mud River. The 
water of this river is clearer than the other 
two, and I am informed that the rivers andi 
waters to the west are all clearer and mard.v 
rapid. The land as far as I went is in gene­
ral level, and judging from the grass I would 
say fertile. Yet it is not so easy to form an • 
opinion of its qualities as if the crops were 
growing as in ordinary seasons. The stubble of 
the previous year seemed rank and strong 
where not ploughed- I saw some wheat ot • 
last year which was not threshed. It was 
strong in the straw and plump in the berry, 
though of rather a dark colour, which is 
generally the case on rich soil- I could not 
tell the variety, for it seemed to be a mix­
ture of all kinds. It was so with the wheat 
and other grain I saw on Mr. McCauley’s 
farm, and indeed nearly all through Minne­
sota they seem to pay no attention to pure

TO BB CONTINUED.

The Horticultural Show
Is proceeding to-day." The Hall will be 

open to the public in the evening, and the 
Battalion Band will be in attendance.

THE GUELPH POLICE COURT. 
Before T. W.Saunders,Esq.,Police Magistrate 

Tuesday, 15.—Catharine Ogilby, and 
her promising daughter, Mary, were thia. 
morning brought up for disorderly con­
duct. Fined $3 each and costs, and in 
default of payment 21 days in gaol.

Catharine Fitzgerald, for drunkenaeep*. 
was dismissed on promise ot future goo* 
behaviour.

swarmed with thel

another man. That man was named 
Smith, and he gave that name at McGee’s 
door. He denied the truth of a good 
deal of John McGe ’a evidence. On the 
night of the murder he was at the Par-

I
liament House, but not while McGee was 
speaking. He admired McGee and 
thought him an honor to his country. 
He did not blame the jury for the ver­
dict returhed on such evidence, he 
is that the language he made use of in would give a similar verdict if a jury-

west, and they themselves with theirj 
wives are earnest and devoted in thel 
work. I met the Rev. Mr. Blaçk in Foi


