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FOR (By GEORGE CARRÜTpERB, Presi­
dent Can. Pulp and Paper Ass’n., 
in Canadian Forest & Outdoors)

Canada, as we are all aware, is a 
very large country, haring a popula­
tion of less than ten million. Our For­
estry authorities tfsll us that even 
now, with this meagre population, we 
are consuming our wood much taste# 
than it Is being produced by our for­
ests. What then is our position liVe- 
ly to be by the time we hare a popu­
lation of one hundred million pefeple, 
which is a conservative estimate of 
the population this country is capable 
of accomodating.

Obviously the time has come when 
we can no longer afford to temporise. 
The Canadian forestry problem has 
been so seriously; neglected and has 
now assumed such proportions that 
It requires the most urgent action of 
the whole Canadian people, if we are 
to avert, what in my opinion, would 
amount to a national catastrophe.

We have a number of notable men 
in Canada who have devoted the 
greater part of their lives to the 
sclentiflc study of Forest conditions 
as they obtain In Canada and in other 
countries, And we have also many 
practical foresters, who are nioreyor 
leas familiar with thq problem from 
a Scientific standpoint We also have 
In Mr. Frank J. D. Barnjum an out­
standing cltlsen, who has proved him­
self a veritable Moses in leadlg the 
Canadian people to a realization of 
their forestry responsibilities, and 
who In doing so has spent and là 
spending liberally of his own ,private 
means. It seems,-deplorable that we
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position. Fortunately 90% of our 
timerland belongs to the publie, and 
F« may be sure that if the Canadian 
people can be made to realize the 
actual forestry situation, that they 
will see that our wood supply is 
maintained. Therefore the first step 
consiste to formulating and putting 
into operation a 'practical -plan for 
the purpose of acquainting the Can­
adian people with the actual and 
essential tacts. Much has been spoken 
on the subject, and there is a lot of 
literature that contains an abundance 
of Indisputable tacts concerning the 
seriousness of our present position 
to respect to forests. One of the 
meet recent contributions consists 
of a brief prepared under the aus­
pices of the Canadian Pulp and Paper 
Association tor submission to the 
Royal Commiseiod on PulpWood. It 
le a document which should be read 
by every Canadian Who 1s interested 
In forests. It 1» dignified and In no 
way oversteps the facts, and I be­
lieve reflects great credit on the Can- 
andian Pulp and Paper Association 
who prepared it

Newspaper publishers have given 
space generously to arguments)favor­
ing Reforestation and Forest Con­
servation. Unfortunately writers on 
these subjects sometimes contradict 
one another, and this brings con­
fusion to the lay mind, I am, there­
fore, under the conviction that the 
practical way to deal with this pro­
blem ie to set up competent authori­
ties, whose first duty shall be to de­
duce from existing literature, say, ten 
or twelve of the most vital and In­
disputable facts concerning our pre- 
cent precarious position. These tacts 
should then be printed In pamphlet 
form and distributed broadcast, with 
the authority of the various Provincial 
Governments, the approval of the 
Federal Government, and backed by 
all the leading authorities on Forestry 
In Canada.

Let us for a moment consider th& 
character of the tacts which In my op­
inion should he Incorporate! in such 
a brochure. We have already known 
it to be a tact that we are consuming 
and destroying more wood than is 
actually being produced. You know 
this is true. I know it Is true. But 
there are hundreds of thousands of 
Canadians who do not know It, do not 
realize the significance. It is said, 
with equal truth, that four times as 
much wood Is being destroyed by fire, 
peats and wind, as is being used by 
our wood using industries. Some au­
thorities say ten times as much, but 
I would strongly favor under-stating 
rather than risk an overstatement of 
the facts lu^ all cases. Such a brochure
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If the place of usefulness which 
this Association holds in connection 
with Forestry had been better under- j 
stood by the Canadian people It Is not 
likely that its Federal grant would 
have been reduced as It was last year, 
if am nbt disposed to speak lightly of 
our publie, administrators, no matter ! 
what their politics may be. The chief 
trouble is that they do net receive 
the support of enlightened public op­
inion. If the public bad shown a 
really Intelligent Interest jn forests,1 
there would have been no necessity j 
for the appointment of a Royal Com- j 
mlssiop to ascertain the position that 
Canada should take regarding the ex- > 
pert of pulpwibod. That the export of ■ 
any raw material which Is needed by I 
the Industries of a country is econ­
omically and baslcalljr unsound no-

” The Fisherman’shave never fully availed ourselves of 
the knowledge and guidance of these 
men In forestry matters and that we 
have not given them the encourage­
ment and support to which they are 
entitled. The Canadian Forestry As­
sociation has also done excellent ser­
vice. I am sure that every Canadian 
who Is at all familiar with its activ­
ities, is justly proud of It It le an 
Association which ranks among the 
first If not the first in teaching the 
Canadian people the Importance of 
forests from an economic and from 
a national viewpoint

There are millions of trees grow­
ing in Canada to-daÿ, It is safe to as­
sert which would* not now be In ex­
istence if it were not for the good 
influence' of this Association ; trees 
which stand as a living proof of the 
good work already accomplished, and 
as a token of the greater work which 
can and willvbe done when the Asso­
ciation receives the co-operation and 
support which it Justly deserves.

In passing, I would like to mention 
the official organ of this Association, 
the illustrated "Canadian Forest and 
Outdoors." We have seen this mag­
asine grow from very humble begin­
nings, gradually Improving, until to­
day it regularly contains leading mat­
ter which must be dost welcome In 
the dwelling places of the humblest 
pioneers. At the same time it is a 
magazine which is worthy of a place 
oç the library tables of our foremost 
men of affairs. It Is this and similar 
literature on which we must depend 
finally to .make the Canadian people 
“Forest Conscious"—a consummation 
devoutly to be wished.

It Is estimated that the annual re­
venue returned from Canadian forests 
is $660,600,000 . It will be understood 
that "it la of the highest economical 
Importance to Canada that the basis 
of . this enormous volume of wealth 
shall be maintained; and the only 
way In which this can be done Is to 
put Into actual practice a rational 
forestry policy such as will at least 
ensure a continuance of the present 
volume of our wood supply. Great Is 
the need of such a policy, fof finen-, 
clal reasona, It is equally essential 
to order to ensure an abundance of 
cheap material for the construction of 
homes and for the general support of 
a wholesome form of civilization for 
millions of Canadian citizens as yet 
unborn. .

The establishments w a forestry
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peters arè thoroughly capabk of for- 
njiiilating the sort of a forestry pro­
gram "I have outlined and to develop 
a* policy, based ar'far as poaelble op 
the plans -whichz have been proved 
to be sound by the experience of other 
countries, modified, where necessary, 
to " suit Canadian • conditions. I "be­
lieve that this plan can be po arran-
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ged as to enlist the sympathies aid 1 
the loyal co-operation oftha women at 
Canada. We know that the success 
dt our most useful institutions, such 
eg the church, our educational sys­
tems, and our benevolent agencies is 
largely due to the Influence of our 
women. I know of oae national In­
stitution, which was at first operat­
ed by men with Indifferent success 
Until the co-operation of women was 
enlisted, and since that time 1 t has 
made wonderful progress. I believe, 
therefore, that It would Se a most 
serious mistake to undertake promot-, 
lag a sane Forestry policy of national 
scope unless it .provided for the co­
operation of our women. Women's 
influeficela, in my opinion, the most 
effective and most vital force In the 
world to-day.

Under the highly compétitive indus­
trial condltiops of the present time,
It Is regrettable that many people are 
employed so Intensively that their 
health Is actually being Injured. It , 
would be possible to restore normal, 
health to many such it they cduld be 
employed, tor a limited period at seme 
occupation In the open air mid sun- I 
light and any Forestry policy which I 
would permit Of siyh an’arrangement | 
would be highly desirable. I know ( 
that it has been worked out In a small . 
way by Individual firms, and believe J 
that It can be worked ont to a lar- I 
ger way, under a system at- Frovin- I 
dal Forest administration. j

These, however, are details which j 
no doubt, will receive due fconsidera- , 
tion from our Foresters and Govern- : 
meat authorities. The main thing at J 
pyesent Is to develop an enlightened 1 
public opinion. Let us demonstrate I 
that we are clsver enough both to j 
conserve and usa forests, so .as to ful- j 
ly supply the requirements of oar j
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should state these facts, but should al­
so give a pointed explanation of the 
duty and responsibility of every citi­
zen In regard to fire protection. I 
one# arranged to enter a coal mine. 
Before descending I was relieved of 
all the matches I possessed and was 
informed that it Is contrary to law to 
take matches Into a coal mine. It 
was a safety precaution. It seemed 
most reasonable. Should we not then 
make It clear that It is equally rea­
sonable that every citizen should be 
deprived of the privilege of going in­
to the foreet with matches, In the dry 
season, unless on urgent business. In 
view of the tremendous fire loss, 
which the nation annually sustains, 
Is it right thfct any person should ex- 
pect snob a privilege unisse under the 
manT rigid regulations 

Such a brochure, prepared under 
the auspices of our Advisory Council, 
and receiving the approval of the au­
thorities already
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mentioned, would 
serve as an authoritative foundation 
by which all Canadian citizens could 
learn the true significance of the For­
ests to Canada. Copies of the bro­
chure should then he thoroughly dis­
tributed throughout the length and 
breadth of the coentry, so that every 
public man, every school- teacher, 
every clergyman, every mercantile 
and Industrial Association/ every Boy 
8août, every Girl Guide, the officers of 
all public service dubs, every tmml-
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publications should be supervised and 
managed by the Canadian Forestry 
Association. Alsd the directing ot 
agente méd lecturers, whose function 
would be to confer with the various 
country councils and to visit com­
munities in woodland settlements.
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