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.Lord Somerton’s Ally.

CHAPTER XLIV.

“I am glad to see you, Mr. Ladson,
zthe said, pleasantly, “and I think that
#1 have good news for you.”

The earl was almost merry over

”

t4heir luncheon, and to an ordinary ob-
:,server would have appeared to be the
| very personification of geniality and
good nature.

“We will keep to 'this room, Law-'

; son,” he said, when the servant was
clearing the table under the watchful
[ eye of Kemp. “I lfke it because we
‘have so fine a view of the Park, and
pfor-two persons the library is too som-
t'ber and ponderous in which to discuss
~ourfriendly matters. kemp, you may
Fpring In the wine, and some of the
7best brands of cigars. Then leave
>us fn privacy.”

“Yes, my lord.”

When they were alone,
#took from his pocket-book a letter
»from the bishop of the diocese, ap-
rproving the application of the Rev.
"Harold Lawa;on for the rectorship of
;’"Blairwood. subject to the consent of

the earl

¥Sir John Sterne or his assigns.

“I have now only to write my
*name,” smiled Lord Somerton, “and
7you may consider that already done.
You are a lucky man, Lawson. There
were forty-seven applicants, and ‘the
{living,.is not enly a fat one, but en-
tails 1little real hard work, the pov-
terty among the laboring portions be-
ting so small.”

“lI am indeed-grateful, my lord. My
‘dear wife’'s existence depends upon
it,
irejected my creditors will swoop up-

and my own honor, for if I am
‘on me,” sald the clergyman.

“Then the rectorship is yours, Law-
lson!” my Lord said, with energy. “You
‘wwvonder why I am so happy. -To-mor-
‘row 18 to be my wedding day, and
'when the ceremony s over, I shall’
'have pleasure in making you a hand-
some present—I shall have pleasure
'in handing you a check to satisfy your

creditors, and also making you rector
-of Blairwood!”
“You really astonish me, my lord,”

‘the clergyman remarked,

“I spoke to you of this some da(s
lsince, Lawson, but had then only a'
conditional promise from Miss Sterne.
She had to prove that the man who
has been making love to her under the
mame of Ernscliffe is in reality her
rascally cousin, Noel Campbell, who
has adopted this ecowardly course for
the purpose of blinding her while he
‘has been taking away from her all|
fthat makes life worth living for. She,
hwent to London, at my suggestion, to
‘prove this. She returned last night,
dazed and bewildered, but perfectly
‘willing to marry me if I were content
%o take one who does not love me—one
'who is nameless ‘and penniless.” '

“Nameless! Penniless!” exelaim
led the clergyman,

“She’ is not "Sir John's legitimate

| swear, thai Lord- Somerton ‘has o

in your head, and drink lm beer,

HBaughter,” whispered the earl. “He

' tricked her mother into a sham mar-

tiage. Ihiaddition to this, he is an
outlaw, and ‘may be dead He made
a wiil vhich 1s" lot, and—— But, I
care for- none of these thiny. I love
Miss Steme, ‘and at -ten o'clock to-
INOTTOW, mornlng we will be made man
and wife in the old churéh. There

- will be, osﬁmutlon, and I rvely upon

you to keep the matter quiet for Miss
Sterne’s sake. I have the license
ready, and will bring Lady Helena,
the butler, and my valet to witness the
m'arriage. It is just possible that
Lawyer Grant will be there also. Give
me your hand, Lawson, and wish me

Joy”

His eyes glistened as the clergy-

man ‘responded to his wishes.

“You will be-made. rector of Blair-
wood,'your debts will 'be paid, and I
shall be your lifelong friend. Say
that we understand each other, Law-
son.”

“My lord, can anything be more
plain?”

That afternoon the clergyman had
a long consultation with Captain
Castlemon, the result of which was a
lengthy message by telegraph to Noel
Campbell.

“I must not fail in my appointment,”
Castlemon said, “as it seems that this
will be my last chance for squeezing
money out of the earl. I am carry-
ing out -the principle popularity at-
tributed to Richard : Turpin, of im-
mortal ' ‘memory, who robbed the
Wealthy .80 that he could: help the

poor . k

He ‘miade no secret #F his meeting |

with the'ear! in the Long ‘Walk, for
more- reasons than one, ‘It was a
dark and’ dismal way, and he did not
see the cause for so much secrecy or
80 dark'a spot for their assignation.
Physically, he was a match for two
men of the earl’s build, but the land-
lord of the Blairwood Arms had
warned him to beware of the “black
little fox.”

During the afternoon Stretton wvis-
ited the tavern, and seemed inclined
to drink more than was good for him.
Everybody in Blairwood had heard of |
his discharge, and that he was vow-
ing vengeance against the butler—the |
pompous Mr. Kemp

He told his story to.Landlord Bing-
ley, and Bingley told it to Castlemon.

“Send the young fel]ovw to me,” said
the captain, “and tell him that he has
nothing to fear.” 4

Stretton walked info Castlemon’s
private room, flerce and sullen. He

had seen Castlemon talking to the!

detested earl,
consequence.

and doubted him in

“Shut the door.and sit dovn."‘.nid

Castlepion, “I" hue heard samothtng :
of your trouble; Mr. Stretton, and ' if ;

it is .of any comfort to-yom, I can

authority over you. The pnn D heto
under 1 ¥ etemes, in' a8 qneuurq
and ifs mu, will keep 8 mll ~=tqu|’uo

you shall be
week!”

' “Stretton stared at him ineredulously
for a moment, then he dropped his
face into his hsnds, apa eobbed lm a

reipstated - ‘within a

o

child. ’ %
——'-:.Z@‘

ST

“I Was Terribly Weak
After Baby Was Born”
, H. Nor-

s

he uu. “but A cuino& ua’iﬂiﬁ

ried t0 Miss Sterne’s maid, and she
always warned me against Kemp, but
I was to0 thick-headed to listen to
her, I whaidted to set up & pretity
home, and borrowed the mon&y of
Kemp. I shouldn’t have thought of
sigh somé papers that I didn‘t under-
stand. Then the earl discharged me,
and now I'm threatened with jail un-
less 1 pay up the full amount bor-
rowed.”

“A trick,” ‘suggesged . Castlemon.

“That’s it, lll':—l trick to be re-
venged uponime:for taking his girl,
as he called my sweetheart, away
from him. I'm going to meet him to-
night in thé Long Walk, to try and
to reason, I'l half kill him! - Pve mur-
der in my heart lately!”

The sullen look canie into his eéyes
again, and he struck the table fiercely.

“Nonsense!” said Castlemon. “You've:
been drinking Intoly‘to drown your
troubles. Only cowards do that. I've
done it myself for years,” he added,
cheerfully, “to deaden a guilty con-
science. - The Long Walk to-night,
eh? That's extraordinary, Stretton,
and if you don’t mind, I will go with
you; I am good at cases of arbitra-
tion.”

“You mean to help me?” demanded
the young gamekeeper, almost wildly.

“Yes, meet me at eight where the
ayah’s cottage stood.” -

Captain Castlemon dined at six, and
then-enjoyed his pipe and grog until
a little after seven,

At last he put on his hat and a light
overcoat, for_the evenmgs were .grow-
ing chilly,

He walked in a leisurely manner
toward the Park by way of the rect-
ory, being careful to see that he was
not being watched.

Although considerably in advance
of the time he had named ‘to Stret-
ton, he had not settled himself in a
waiting attitude under the shadow of
a great oak more than a few. moments
when the young gamekeeper shot up
beside him as noiselessly ag a red
Indian.

“It’s all right, sir,” he whispered.
“I've been here since six.  Just about
dusk the ear! strolled through the
Long Walk, and I saw him look into
the well behind the stables. I order-
ed it to be built over some weeks
since, and he wouldn’t permit {it.”

When the clock over the stables
struck the half-hour after eight, they |
stole quietly into the Long Walk, and |
Castlemon sat down to smoke on the
trunk of a fallen tree, while the
| young gamekeeper carefully conceal-
| ‘ed himself under a pile of ‘brushwood
not twenty paces away.

Wm.m.buﬁiiimﬂ'"j“

“Yes, sir: t"I :ﬁu about to be mar-| :

arrange things, and if he won't listen |-
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I'll curry, beshrew it, the cow's fur-
rowed hide, but where shall I do it—
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the brushes, and where is the comb?”
So inquiry gushes from Dave's sor-
rel dome. I long for a fellow who says
“Yea” or “Nay,” when he hears me
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bellow, “Go, harvest the hay;” when
to him I mutter, “Get busy, you
chump, and wrap up the butter and
varnish the pump.” 1 say to this
Dickens, “Go, bring me a drink; the
pile in me thickens, I feel on the
blink.” He ought to act chipper, in-
stead he looks up, and asks if a dip-
per will do,’or a cup. He goes on to
chatter,”“What drink do you wish?
Some tea in a platter, or milk in a
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king; pray tell me, kind master, what
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All was mow deathly still except
for the occasional fluttering of the
wings of some bird of the night. Nine
o’clock struck, and Castlemon lighted
a fresh cigar, While yet the light
was flaming at the end of it a terrific
|'blow fram some blunt wegpon crash-
{'ed through his hat and hurled him
senseless to the earth.

He made no sound; the attack had
been’ too ‘sudden, the blow too heavy.

Two.sifiewy hands sejzed him by the
jcollar of his coat, and he was dragged
‘with sa¥age speed through the Long
‘Walk.. On, on till the well was reach-
led, and his body went crashing down
into, the. blagk depths!

There ‘was‘a dull eplash, and a dark
figure glided away life a phantom.
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was - bewildered. He heard the blow
struck and the fall of Castlemnn,e
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