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Some Striking Illustrations of the Manipulation of Registration

e S 293

of Voters

by the Roblin Government Which Justify the Federal 'Authorikhs

in Intervening, -

Ottawa. Free "Press—The fpopulation
of Manitoba- is™.s0 "Swénly divided
politically that it is ‘hecessary that
the woters’ lists should be as correect
as it is ‘possible to make them. Tn
the provincial elections of 1907 the
Conservatives polled only 1,606 votes
more than the Liberals. Yet 80 wel
directed were the efforts of the Con-
servative organizers that this smalt
total majority gave them 27 seats,
while the Liberals obtained only 13.
The total Consérvative vote was 50.5
per cent. of the total vote cast.

It will be seen from this statement
that only a small amount of manipnu-
lation, carried. out . with judgment,
might: defeat: all the Liberal candi-
date in Manitoba at the next general
Dominion elections. $he Liberal ma-
jerity in Provencher is only 10; and
if the preparation of the lists for Do-
minion  purposes was allowed to re-
main in the hands-of the provinecial
government there would be an almost!
irresistible temptation so to influenee
their eompilation as to upset the
chances of the , Liberals of retaining|
that seat. |

The Conservative majority ifA Mar-
quette is only 75; and the provincial
government would feel an irresistible
temptation fo help Dr. Roche to en-
trench himself behind a few rhorc,
stout and reliable Tories; whose right
to vote, even as Tories, might bhe
questionable, but whose right to vote;
if they were Liberals, would not be
upheld for one moment.

Personal Registration.

The basis of the Manitoba lists is
personal registration. In the eastern
provinees- the municipal assessment
roll is the. basis of the Hsts, and no
one has ever suggested that, because
a man is either a Liberal or Conserva.
tive, he ig likely to he eithér ‘wrongly
put on or wrongly omitted from such
a roll. - But,- with personal registra-
tion—which does not carry with it any
monetary obligation, such as ensures
the indepéndénce of * lists “prépared
from an assessment roll—politieal
parizanship does invariably creep in;
and it can only be rectified by, the
most ample, thorough and complete
revision.  No fair-minded man will
admit, however, that the revision in
Manitoha  has either been efficient or
complete. Even with sufficient time
and with due regard to the conveni-
ence of the Raeblin adniinistration,
been given, the task is a very diffi-
cult one; because of the constant
changes in population, which the pro.
vinee undergoes from year to year.

Manitoba is, it should be borne in
mind, the. “ifirst.stop”” in the West
People from Eastern Canada, Great
Britain and Europe, often stay ther:
several years before finally settling
further west; and in recent vears
many old settlers, who pioneered the
province, have taken advantage of
the appreciation of the value of their|
farms, through the influx of settlers|
and the demand for imiproved land,]
and sold out to take up cheaper land
in Saskatehewan or Alberta. Many
of the names of such people, who have
moved out, still remain on the lists;
and offer cpportimities for persona-
tion and franid.

In 1906, S. J. Jackson, Liberal
M.P. for Selkirk, made strenuous
efforts to .hawe..the lizts, of his .ewn
gonstituency “éleaned up”’; and it
eost to get 547 names struck off and
465 added no less than $3,000. On
the Portage la Prairie lists, there are
600 “deadwood” Liberals, all of whom
ought to be expunged:and, as furthex
evidence of the inefficiency of the re-
vision, it is only necessary to repeat
the statement of W. L. Schaffner, Con-
servative member for Souris, that
in 1907 only 56 names were struck cff
the Winnipeg lists.

Winnipeg undergoes. more changes
in_her population in a year than any
other. ¢ity in the Dominion. Forme:
Winnipeggers are found in California.
Seattle. . Vancouver, Reégina. Edmon-
ton, Calgary and wherever there iz any
enterprise afoot; and yet only 56 were
struck off the lists in 1907, when the
movement of people was, perhaps,
greater than it had been in any pre-
vious year. No better proof of vthe
neeessity of “thoroughly” purging the

lists ecan be cited; and the Dominion|

government wotild.be remiss if it did
not undertake the task. But, in do-
ing so, it will have to show that it is
willing and.able to avoid the faults
of the provincial administration er
there will still be dissatisfaction.
There is necessity for the strongest de-
termination to excel; for the task is
po light_one. 5
Partizan Registration,

The -executive of the provincial gov-
ernment appoints the registration
clerks, and a necessary qualification
for appointment, is fidelity to the Con-
servative parfy. The registration
clerks make faip the lists; and, wher-
ever favor can be shown to the Con-
servative party, it is shown. This
goes so far as putling (‘un»ervati\"ﬂ-
on the lists, without exacting, as “in
the case of manifest Liberals, their
personal attendance.

The provincial government expeets
its registration ~lerks to act partizan-
lv. The law, as oaginally conceived
and enacted, provided for.an indepen-
rlent preparation of the voters” lists.
1t placed the whole work under the
direetion of the board of revision
judges, and this board chose and ap-
pointed the registration clerks. But
soon the provineial government
thought that it could not forgo the ad-

* vantage to be derived from having the
lists, made up by its own appointees;
and, in the following year, the execu-
tive of the provincial government had
absolute control in the making of the
lists.

- Inadequate Revision.

The Conservative bids, given to the
preliminary lists;” might be corrected
with full and complete revision - each
year; but ‘the sittings of the revision
egurts are limited both as to time and
place- and they may not sit-at any
time or place other than appointed,
ene for each provincial gcomstifuency;

-

and this sitting often lasts only five
hourg-and never more than seven;
with upwards of 2,080 names to revise
In 1903 an instance occurred which
tested the daw on the point as te the
limitation of time and place. The re-
vising officer was sitting at Beause-
jour, and was informed that, at'Lac
du Bonnet, some 40 miles off, there
were many farmers who would like to
be . registered, but who, in conse-
quence of the distance and the lack of
means of transport, were not able to
come to Beausejour. The revising
officer adjeurned his ecourt to Lac dn

Jonnet and enrolled 38 voters. The
lists were printed with these names on
them; but, when election day arriv-
ed, -the lists sent for use at the loeal
polling division had- these 38 names
torn out, and the men were refused
the franchise. The Attorney General’s
defence was that they should never
have been on the lists, because they
were registered after the time fixed for
registration.

Appeals Are Difficult.

The inadequacy of the time for re-
vigion is self-evident. The hearing of
applications to be put on is as much
as a revising officer can do properly;
and, consequently, only a fraction of
the appeals to strike off are ever
heard.. Hundreds of such appeals
are made, and the only resort is “to
come to an arrangement with the Con-
servative agent, which, in Manitoba,
means, of course, that the Liberal
agent has to give his apponent some
advantage and be satisfied with
great deal less than justice.

Without such an amicable arrange-
ment, it is practically impossible to
do anything in the way of ‘“‘cleaning
up’’ the lists; and, if the Conservative

agent is not inelined to come to such{butchers’ cattle, 128 ealves,

an agreement, then hundreds of un-
qualified voterd remajn on the lists.
At the 1907 revision in the provinecial
constituency of Beautiful Plains, an
agreement was ~made  whereby - 319
names were struck off and 184 added.
But there were 106 more Conservative
names that should have been struck
off, but the representative of the
Conservative party would not agree to
their being expunged. . If the Liberal
agent had relied upon the interven-
tion of the judge, he would not have
been able to get ten names struck off.
So, it will be seen, that at the re-
gistration,
mercy of a partizan clerk and at the
revision they are at the merey of the
Conservative organizer,
Insufficiency of Address.

Time is not the only obstacle to-sue-
cessful appeal. An insufficient ad-
dress, opposite the name of the voter,
whose right to be on the list is in
yuestion, often prevents the appellant
from sue¢eeding. A person, whose
right to vote is being appealed against,
has to be notified of such appeal three
days before the appeal comes on; and
if ' he makes no answer to the appeal,
as will be the case if he is out of-the
province or has not the right to vete,
the revising officer has to be sttisfied,
before expunging his name, that notice
has been served, by registered letter,
through the.pest office, nearest to the
place where, according to the old lists,
he was supposed to be living. 1f
there i3 no post office address, which
is frequentiy the case, it is very diffi-
cult—in fact in many cases impossibla
—to0 serve what can be termed a legal
notice; and, in such an event, the re-
vising officer refuses to remove the
name from the list—no matter how
strong may be the evidenece that the
person has not the right to vote, The
seriousness of this obstacle to success-
iuk appeal will be realized when it is
stated that out of the 2,194 names on
the lists for the provineial constitu-
eney of Mountain, ne less: than 1,469
have no post office address opposite;
so that, if every name on the list were
appealed against, two out of every
threg ecases-could not be heard, be-
eause of this insufficiency of address.

CASSELS INQUIRY BOARD.

Calcium Carbide King’s Examination
Is Continued,

Ottawa, June 15.—Judge Cassels on
Monday resumed his inquiry into the
department of ;marine  and fisheries,
when the examination of T. L. Willi-
son, the “caleium carbide king,” was

ntinued, Willson said that there
was no profit- on caleium ecarbide for
the manufacture of acetylene gas, for
which he holds exclusive patents, and
that the profit on gas buoys was be-
tween thitty and forty per cent.

K, 8. Means, secretary-treasurer of
the Canadian Fog Signal Company,
Foronto, the company which supplies
diaphones to the. department, said
they cost the company to manufacture
about $400 to $500 each, They are
sold to the department at a much
higher figure with equipment. He
said, however, that the company was
losing money, but declined to divulge
its " financial affairs lest the informa
tion should benefit rival eoncerns.

Both witnesses aseerted that they
had never been approached by an of-
fiéial of the department in a dishou-
est manner. All business transactions
had_been fair and above board.

“NO BARS IN FIVE YEARS.

In Alberta is Prediction of Temperance
Field . Secretary.
Lethbridge, Alta., June 15.—Rev. W.
G. W. Fortune, field secrétary of the
Alberta Temperance and Moral Reform
League, predicted . last night there
would be no bar-réoms in Alberta in
five years. He says the hotel ,men
have told him the same thing.” The
temperance people will ask legislature

for seven o’clock closing.

Detective - Egan arrived yesterday
from Spokane with Baptiste Fanche-
neuve, a haf breed, who escaped from
S?ﬂey Mountain Deeember, 1905. He
e

atealing. - He was eaught on the Spo-
kmne Indian~ ‘Resérve by Deputy
Sherift Hull, of Spokane:

the Liberals are at thel

FIERCE STORM IN 1OWA.
. :

L Terrific Wind Levels Barns and* Kills
o - ck; ¢

Mason City, Towa, June 15.—One of
the worst storms which has visited
this vicinity struck seven miles west
ﬁntezday, levelling half a dozen. big

rns, uprecting trees and doing an
immensé amount of other damage.
While the wind did little damage in
the city the .rainfall was equal to a
eloudburst. In twenty minutes 1.15
inches. df water fell. . The barns and
outbuildings of H. J. Pierce, Charles
Laws, Charles Kimball and T. A.
Goodiles were carried away and much
live stoek killed.: These farmers have
suffered a similar disaster three years
In succession.

TRAGIC ENDING OF A
NEW ORLEANS BANQUET

Italian Wine Merchant Brings Winches-
ter into Play, Killing Three of His
Guests, Who, He Claims, Were

Black Handers.

New Orleans, June 17—Pietro Gioe-
ana; a wealthy Italian wine merchant,
invited four compatriots to a hanqguet
and closed the entertainment by bring-
ing a Winchester into play, killing three
and probably fatally wounding a fourth.
He ¢laims they are Black Handers and
one was threatening the life of Gia-
cona’s son with a revolver while de-
manding $5.000. Already they had heav-
ily bled the father, who slipped un-
noficed from the table and hrought his
arfillery into “mction. “Twa were killed
cutright, the. third staggered to the
edge of the baleony, falling down the
stairs. . He died onthe pavement. The
fourth got away and was picked up sev-
eral blocks away with a bullet {hrough
his left hreast.
.

MONTREAL LIVE STOCK.

head of
309 sheep
and lambs .and 1,187 fat hogs were
offered for sale at the Montreal live
stock market today. Prime cattle
were rather scarce and brought higher
prices, selling from 6 to 6}; cents per
pound. Pretty good cattle sold 4 to
6% ecents and common stock 3 to 4%
vents per pound. Calves sold $3.00
to $8.00 each or 3)% to 6 cents per
pound. Sheep sold 4% to 5} per
pound; spring lambs, $4.00 to $5.50
each. = Good lots of fat hogs sold at

Mtiutn'a], Jaunhe 15.—800

tators in Attendenge at Repub-
lican National Convention.

D

Chicago, June.. 16.—Thousands. of

and still other thousands of

day bent their-sfeps-from-all parts of
the city to the “Centre of the Uni-
verse”’—at. least for a few days—the
Republican National convention hall
at the ‘Coliseum. Hours before the
doprs opened crowds gathered, and a
whole army of policemen was on the
spot to handle it. Sergeant-at-Arms
Stone of the National Committee, was
within the building with everything
ready to throw the doors open at
10.30, half an hour hefore the conven-
tion meets, The city is dressed in
red, white and blue and Wahash-ave-
nue is like a triumphant parade.
Within the convention hall seats are
banked from the centre of the build-
ing to_the roof, with hetween eleven
and twelve thousand people. The de-
legations appeared early at their head-
quarters and marched separately to
the Coliseum.

About the busiest man this morning
was Frank H. Hitchcock, Secretary
of War Taft’s representative in -Chi-
cago, and he held almost continual
long distance messages, with his chief
in Washington. Organization meet-
ings of the various committees will
be held this afternoon, the most im-
portant being that of the credentials
committee. Interest at present is cen-
tred on the work of the credentials
committee which has 2256 contests to
settle, Though these have all been
decided by the national committee,
they go before the credentials commit-
tee for final action, and nominations
cannot be taken up till this commit-
tee reports, ‘The eommitiee will bunch
the contests as much as possible so
as not to prolong the convention ovel
a week, but it is not expected to fin-
ish before Friday. While the creden-
tials committee is thns busy the reso-
lutions committee will be busy with
the platform. From the present out-
look it is believed the Taft péople
will have a large majority on the cre-

6!); cents per pound.
Farmers column

dentials committee. A minority re-
port however. is looked: for.

IN THE PRESS GALLERY

“THE OLD MAN’ ROUSED.

Ottawa, Monday, June 8—The prem-
ier -hrought the  obstructionists up
with: & eharp’ turrr this morning that
had assalutary éffect on the discharge
of business for the day at least.

When a lengthy series of questipns
had been answered Mr. Fowler, Con-
servative member for Kings and Al-
bert, N.B., detgined the House get-
ting into supply by objecting to an
announcement issued to Intereolonial
employess that if their. wages w
not paid when due the fault lay with
parliament in not passing supplies.
Upon this Mr. Fowler rested a half
liours speech dnsisting that the op-
position had not- been obstructing
business, -Hé had been doing mathe-
matical turns and deelared that gov-
ernment members had used 38
more than the opposition.

Mr. Carvell, of Carleton, N.B:, in-

quired if allowance had been made of
the time consumed by opposition mem-
bers in asking questions already ans-
wered, Mr, Fowler avoided answer-
]H;,'.
Mr. Figqlding invi‘ed Mr. Fowler
to tell how many columns each side
had used but Mr. Fowler failed to pro-
vide the figures.

Mr.' Fielding reminded the
that the Liberals outnumbered their
opponents two to omn2, but no one
1ad - asser'ted that they had used twice
the Hansard space. The minister of
railways, through the finance minister,
had asked for funds a dozen times and
been refused. The statement that the
publie service was impeded by ob-
structionist tactics as absolutely true

Lennox Takes a Turn.

Mr. Houghton' FLennox, Conserva-

tive for East Simcoe, next came on to
demonstrate the innocence of.the op-
position of the obstiuction charge.
He took about an hour to do so and
travelled back over the session, re-
reading verbatim the resolutions mov-
ed since November last, with some
language of his own interspersed.
Eventually he gave over and Dr.
Daniels took up the thgm for another
quarter of an bhouar.
There were still 45 minutes left til ad-
journment and Mr. Foster filled in fifteen
of them with jubilations that Mr. Lennox
had been allowed to review the session.

Mr. Borden spent five minutes more
saying that the Civil Service Act and the
Hudson Bay Railway project had _not
yet been introduced.

Up to this time there had been just
fourteen eppesition members-- present.
There was no motion before the Hause.
The members present were mostly passing
the tine writing letters and reading the
newspapers, and yawning from the %\oat.

When the Premier rose a change came
o’er the spirit of things. ’*The old man”’
was roused. That was cleéar from his
manner and the House knew there would
be something doing forthwith. ~ He figura-
tively took the opposition by the collar,
sho them thoroughly, cuffed thém a
couple of times and tKon told them to
get down to work lest worse befel them.
The Liberals cheered and clapped and
in the straight-flung language of the chief
and the plaudits of his followers the
Opposition saw that unreasoning blockade
would be no longer tolerated, that busi-
ness must go on, if not with their consent
then despite their protests.. The gauntlet
was down! They might pick it up or
let ‘business proeeed; but they must do
one or the other. They preferred to do
the other. - In a moment the House was

House

in supply and made better progress during

5 sentenced ‘to ten years for horse|the day than. at.any time during the
sﬂesnion.

In effect the Premier said that u:hat&*vgr
he opposition might have' done “their

present duty was to pass the estimates
needed to carry on the public affairs.
However important, the LCivil Service Act
and the Hudsen Bay Hailway.might be
the country could go on in some way
without them. But the creditors of the

dountry must be paitt: (]t Was the duty of:

the Government to see that:the wheels
of the governmental machinery were not
clogged. The paramount duty of- the
House was to pass supplies.
No MistakinG His' LANGUAGE.

This language was fulty understood and
and by none better than the Opposition.
Indeed after Friday’s debate .1t could
not well be  misundefstood. At that
sitting member after member stood up
to demand in the name of the public
interest that the interminable talk should
cease and business be permitted to pro-
ceed. The Premier’s words could only
mean that the demand would not be
ignored, that if the Opposition were not
willing to do business ‘means would be
found of preventing them tying the hands
of Parliament. Behind the brief but
pointed speech lay the alternative: You
must allow public business to proceed or
the House must adopt the closure.

PASSED ESTIMATES IN
12 MINUTES OBSTRUCTED
BUSINESS 12 HOURS

Ottawa, June 9—There was a fairly
good attendance in the House today,
members who had been taking a hand
in the provineial contests being again
in place. There was an appearance of
a wmore tractable temper du the op-
position side, but it was mostly ap-
pearance, for after avowing their anx-
ioty to allow the supplies necesgary to
pay the ecivil servants’ salaries they
proceeded to spend the whole day in
skirmishing over an item in the rail-
way estimates, the larger portion oif
which was needed for salaries,

Mr. George Taylcr, opposition whip,
started the talk by referring to a
speech- made by Hon. L, P. Brodeur
in a provincial constitueney, where
Mr. Taylor had been .assisting Mr.
Bourassa. Mr. Brodeur had remark-
el the novel spectacle of a man so
‘“ferocious’ for the Roman Catholic
religion as Mr. Bourassa being in alli-
ance with so outspoken an_Orange-
man as Myr. Tayor, This displeased
Mr. Tavlor and he took a half hour
to heatedly assure the ‘House that the
alliance was real.

Dr. Sproul: put in a “me too”
speech five minutes long, just to as-
sure the world of the tervor of his
Orgngeism and the strength oi his an-
tipathy to all Liberal governments.

Mr. Foster read a telegram from
Moncton saying that a ‘eiremlar had
becn. posted in the Intercolonial shops
advising the men that if their salaries
were not promptly. paid it was be-
cause parliament had net voted the
money. The minister of railways read
a letter from“the anditor general in
which:that officia) réminded him that
the supplies were— exhausted and re-
questing him' to warn officers .in - his
department to- on no aeeount exceed
the appropriations made. He had com-
municated this to the general man-
ager of the road, hence the Gircular.
Incident Closed But Not Mr, Foster.

This, oi course, .closed the circular
matter, but it cloged it unsatisfactorily
for Mr. Fostary wherefore
close. Mr. Foster’s oratory on the sun-
ject. Instead, he madée the circilar
his starting point for an excursion
into things in general. Dealing with
the delay of business he laid it down
plainly that the whele cause of delay
wag the elections bill. The only pos-

delegates from. all parts ofithe world
politi-
cians, spectators and lookers on to-

BOOTS FIT FOOTPRINTS,

B e e
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Vancouver, B0 Juné 15.—J. Adair
was arrested this afternoon at White
Rock pear the International houndary

Thousands of Politi cigns And Speg-|as a suspect in the case of the razder

pof Mrs, Mortison. He was captured
who allege that they saw him.before
the day of murder carrying the knife
which later was féund on the scene
of the crime. Mrs. Morrison’s daugh-
tér was taken to Blaine this afternoon
but she eauld not-identify higa as her
mother’s assailant, Adair’s shoes fit

crime,

PANANGLICAN CONGRESS
IS OPENED IN LONDON

The Divorce Evil is Made Subject of
Debate at Meeting in Albert Hall,
—Proposal to Refuse to Re-marry
Divorced Persons While Husband
or Wife is Living,

London, June 16.—The Pan:Anglican
Congress was formally opened this
morning. Seven meetings were held
simultaneously. The principal
was held in Albert Hall. The sub-
jeet was ‘‘Marriage in Christendom.’
Some outspeken opinions were ex-
pressed on the fuestion of re-marriage
after dwvorce. Bishop William €.
Doane, of Albany, N.Y., read a paper
in which he referred to the almost
“‘Shameful pre-eminence of America
in what one might almost call - the
divbree habit; the statistics of which
were glarming and shocking to thea
last degree. Public consclence, how-
ever, he econtinued, was becoming
stirred and a widespread and strong
movement was in . progress in the
United States towards reducing tha
causes of divorece and arresting the
possibility of remarriage. Canen
Brown, of Calcutta, thought the con-
gress. should reaffirm that whatever
the state might do it was mnot the
function of the church to re-marry di-
voreed persons while husband or wife
was living. This expression cf
opinion was greeted with lond ap-
plause.

one

barrel. This, Mr.
Taylor had told them in plain lan-
guage a week ago. In cther words the
opposition were obstructing and would
continue to obstruect unless the bill
was thrown overboard.

The minister of customs put another
spoke in the wheel in a pointed speech
of a quarter of an hour. He had
been accused of saying at Brantford
that 1,800 customs eclerks were with-
out pay because the opposition would
not vote the money. He had said so
and repeated it, and added that the
men had not geot the money yet. The
oppositigpn leader had . consented to
pass the mohey through committes
but only on condition that a prolong-
ed debate be ailowed on concurrence.
Whether the delay occurred in com-
mittee or in concurrence made no dif-
ference, because until the money pas-
sed concurrence the men could not he
paid. In siipulating that debate must
be allowed en conenrrence the opposi-
tion were obstrueting, deliberately and
persistently,

Mr. Patterson warned the gentlemen
opposite that ii they considercd the
blockade good politics they were bad-
ly mistaken. The people would demand
gofue measure to prevent Mr. Foster
and his clique holding up the business
of the country. Every day that busi-
ness was held up only inereased the
severity of the werdiet the electors
were preparing for the talkers, declar-
ed’ the minister, while the Liberals
pounded their desks in jubilant ap:-
proval

Mr TFozter rose again to offer to
pasz the customs estimates if the rail-
woy es#timates were laid over. The
latter, he hinted,might not get through
so readily.

To this Mr. Fielding replied that the
railway department needed the money
as badly as the customs department.
The government did not make f{ish
of one and flesh of another. The
trainmen on the Intercolonial needed
their money quite as badly as the cus-
toms officials..

Dr. Saroule Knew.

Hon. G. P, Graham, minister of
railways, interposed that however in-
teresting the debate might be he would
like to get his supplies voted and the
House went into commitiee at 12.30
a.m. Dr, Sproule added another hint
that the railWay estimates would likely
make slow progress.

That he knew what he was Linting
about was soon abundantly eclear.
From 11.30 a.m. to about the same
hour at night, though the House was
continuously in supply, not a doliad
was passed. The twelve hours passed
in questions, demands for explanations
and speeches as often as not having
o possible bearing on the particular
item before the House. So long as
ta_theme bore kinship to the business
of railroading it was censidered avail-
able as a ftext and so long as the
speech founded on such text ran oe-
easionally into the vicinity of the In-
tercolonial it was considered relevant,
or whether so considered was made
and sometimes repeated. Ii the de-
bate was intended as a general discus-
sion of Intercolonial matters with a
view to confirming future attention
strictly to the items proposed, it may
be considered legitimate; but if it is
only a_ sample of the performance to
be put up on each item then it was
L obstruction pure and simple. Towhich
class it belongs will = be apparent
when the railway estimates next come
up.

Finally, nine and- a half millions
were let through—after about as many
minutes’ consideration as the hours

be voted by the

it did not{spent in irrelevant talk.

Theé net result of the day was to
convict the opposition beyond appeal
of holding baeck the salaries of the
public sérvants; and to establish both
by their language. and actions that if
business is allowed to proceed at all
it. will be Dbecause. they econsider it

sible inference was that if the gov-junsafe to maintain an absolyte. bloek-

‘ernment dropped the bill supply would

ST %

)

ade. ;

hy Tom Bertrand and Frank Smifh,

the footprints near the scene of the []
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t to Edmonton will afford

ve you visit our large new

ASH BROS.
Jewelers and Diamond@ Merchants
111 Jasper Ave., 3 Doors West of 2nd St.

Issuers of Marriage Licenses.

PRETENDED PROGRESS;
PRACTICAL BLOCKADE.

June 10.—Another day’s
tacking at large ended by a million
dollars of militia estimates passing as
the clock ticked the hour of adjourn-
ment, Actual blockade under the
mask of apparent progress is now the
settled Opposition policy. A sum is
voted at the closing hour each day,
but not sufficient to meet the needs of
the public business. In this way the
public are assured that the estimates
are being passed, while the main
purpose of an absolute blockade is «t-
tained. -Of late, however, the daily
driblets have been larger and indicate
the possibility that the obstruetive
program may be abandoned.
A proclamation is reported

Ottawa,

from
revising
judges will be allowed to sit as long
a3 necessary to revise the voters’ lists.
If the proeclamation provides also that
the judges shall be allowed to revise
the lists in fact as well as in name,
and that they may sit wherever this
duty makes necessary it should pave
the way for a settlement of the vexed
voters’ lists question, which is the
real issue lying- behind the blockade
at Ottawa. At present the judges
can only remove names objected to
before. the registration clerk. They
can neither strike off other names nor
add names omitted, however just:the
claim covering them.

To-day’s morning session was spent
on a motion by Mr. Monk anent the
promotion of ‘one Mr. Charlies from
prooireader to translator on the han-
sard staff, with a raise in salary from
a thousand to fifteen hundred dellars.
The debates ' committee recommended
the promotion and the House confirm
ed the report. Mr. Monk wanted the
confirmation rescinded and the report
re-considered. Mr. M. S. McCarthy,
of .Calgary, .who, as & member of the
committee approved the
and -as a member of the House en-
dorsed the report. distinguished him-
self today by voting for the motion
to rescind it.

Mr. Bergeron took the occasion to
do a’little of his peculiar fashion of
reasoning. Mr. Bergeron has been
the most geonstant plaintiff- that the
French version of Hansard is habitu-
ally behind time, and it.was 'to meet
these plaints the new translator was
to be appointed. Yesterday _, be
argued, first, that what was wanted
was not more translators, but more
efficiency; second, that the present
translators were so efficient their
salaries should be raised. To any
one but Mr. Bergeron it would seem
that a staff proficient enough to de-
serve an increase in salary and large
enough to not need assistance should
be proficient enough and large enongh
o get the Hansard out on time.

Mr. McLean (Queen’s, P.E.I.) con-
sumed most of the afternoon dis-
cussing the fishery business of that
part of the Dominion, the pet result
being to offer the Minister of Marine
an opporturfity of proving that a - cer-
tain Mr. Thompson had been dealt
with on a basis of absolute fairness,
which opportunity he embraced to the
apparent satisfaction of the House.

Finally the House got into com-
mittee, and after an hour or more
debate of the circnmlocutary variety
passed a million supply for the militia
department at the hour of adjourn-
ment.

The conspicuous feature of the day
was that while the whole forenoon ses-
sion was spent on a motion to recon-
sider the promotion of an employee of
the House, ‘involving a $500 increase
of salary, the million of militia esti-
mates was put through’ with-an hour's
general discussion of militia affairs,
less than half the time being spent
on the purposes of the item. Yet the
Opposition get black in the face when
any one suggests that they are ob-
structing rather than expediting busi-
ness, or that they waste time on
trifles, which should be spent on im-
portant. matters. There was no con-
[ ceivable reason why the million of
militia supply should not have been
passed at the morning session and an-
other two or thrée millions in the
afternoon, all with ample considera-
tion.

Will Refuse His Salary,

Toronto, June 17—THhe city has been
trying to get .an idea of the revenue
derived by Deputy Magistrate Kings-
ford ‘for bail bonds which, it is glleg-
ed, should.go into the crown treasury.
The magistrate, the sheriff and the
police = commissioners’ = department
have refused the information. To-day
the board of control decided to refuse
to pay the magistrate’s salary until he
divulges,

Railway Traffiic Resumed.

Lethhridge, June 17—The Alberta
Railway and Frrigation company sent
a train through te Coutts last night,
having completed the trstle .and ap-
proaches over the Milk river, which
were recently washed out by floods.
The first mail from the south for ten
days arrived today. The train service
is regular now.

promotion,-

SHERIFFS ARE NOW
T0 BE PAID SALARIES

Order-in-Council to That Effect Has
Been Passed—New System Will
Greatly Reduce Cost of Litigation
to the Litigant—Old System cf
Fees Permitted Abuses.

Some time ago Attorney-General
Cross announced that it was his in-
tention to have all sheriffs paid by
salary in offices, and an amendment
to the Sheriffs Act was passed at the
last session of the Legislature enah-
ling the Lieut.-Governor-in Council to
make the change and to remunerate
sheriffs in that way. This move is in
accord with: the avowed poliey of law
reform of the provincial government,
and Alberta is now the only province
in the Dominion where sheriffs are
put on a stated salary.

The new Inspector of Legal Officed
found many irregularities and eover-
charges by sheriffs on his reeent tour
of inspection, and it is largely on his
report. .to the Attorney-General that
the change has been:brought into ei-
fect so soon. Sheriffs were in the
habit of charging larger fees than they
were entitled to, and of demanding
poundage whenever a writof execution
was placed in their hands, whereas
they were not entitled to poundage
except when they actually made the
money on the writ of execution. Now
that an order-in-council has been
passed putting the sheriffs on salary,
no sheriff will receive more than $3,000
per annum, The sheriff will be re-
quired to make a monthly return to
the Attorney-General of, fees earned,
disbursements - paid, and of suiters’
monies received and of suitors” monies
paid out.

Fee System Permits Abuses,

The fee system is one which has
been looked upon with discredit for
many years, as it permits abuses and
enables dishonest officials to demand
and obtain from litigants greater fees
than the litigant should pay. The
older provinces have been gradually
weeding out this system and its abuses
but the Province of Alberta is in ad-
vance of all other provinces in the
steps taken to do away with thé iee
system,

A memorandum was recently sent

out: to sheriffs insiructing them as to
charges to be made for seryices per-
formed by them. The fees returned
by sheriffs will form a part of the
general revenue of the Province, but
it is not contemplated to make money
out of the change, but to reduce the
cost of litigation to the litigant.
- Sheriffs’ bailiffs have been appoint-
ed at eome fifty points in. the prov-
ince to whom process must be for-
warded by the sheriffs for service and
execution, this saving the fees former-
ly paid to the sheriffs . for mileage
which was the largest item of nearly
every bill rendered by sheriffs. Pro-
cess issuers, too, have bo;on appoint-
ed at as many places and ‘persons may
obtain and issue process at their own
home intead of having teq go te the
central town of the provincial district
as formerly.

These changes in the legal system
of the Province should mean the sav-
ing of thousands of dollars per annum
to the litigants of Alberta.

Children Played With Rifte.

Fort William, June 17.—Word reach-
ed the city today of a sad accident at
Kakabeka on Monday night. Two
children of James Harrison, seo\i(\n
foreman, a boy aged nine and a girl
aged five, playing rougd- the -house,
got hold of a rifle. The boy in play
pointed the weapon at the girl and
it was .discharged accidentally, fatal-
ly wounding the little ome, who died
some hours later.

Grand Lodge Masons in Saskatchewan

Regina, June' 'I7.—The Masonic
Grand Lodge met yesterday morning
at 10.30 in the Masonie Temple with
200 delegates in attendance. Among
the distinguished visitors is G.M.
Wilson, of Manitoba Grand Lodge.
Last year, at the meeting at Prince
Albert, there were 35 lodges. — This
number has now increased by I3 to
48. Altogether there are 1,300 mem-
bers in the province and five new
lodgs in course of institution.

S

MARRIED.

ABBOTT-McINTYRE— On Wednesday,
June 17th, at 143 MacCauley. streef,
Mr. Percy W. Abhott, ef the firm of
Boyle & - Parlee, was married to Miss
Louisa Pearl McIntyre. Rey. Dr. Rid-
Mr. James Meclntpre. Rev. Dr. Rid-
dell performed the ceremony.

3

- BERTH.

HEALEY—On the 17th inst., to Mr.
and Mrs. A. J. Healey, 53R Isabella
street, a son.
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