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THE WRITS.
The writs for West Toronto, North On­

tario, and Selkirk have been issued. 
The nomination in the two first- 
named constituencies is fixed for the 21st 
inst, and polling for the 28th inst. In 
Selkirk, nomination will be on the 3rd 
September and polling on the 11th Sep­
tember.

Our friends in all three ridings should 
at once bring out their candidates and 
begin the canvass. The Opposition have 
been saying that they could make a clean 
sweep ; and their boast will now be put to 
the test Selkirk and North Ontario 
they carried at the general election ; but 
the former is more than doubtful, and Mr. 
Gibbs’ supporters are persuaded they can 
beat Mr. Whblbr. As for West Toronto, 
there is no reason why the Ministerial 
candidate should not be elected by the 
usual majority ; Conservatives have only 
to unite upon a good standard-bearer.

THE RAILWAY NEGOTIATIONS
A spécial cable despatch from London, 

which will be found elsewhere, gives the 
quietus to the Globes bogus announcement 
that the mission of Sir John Macdonald 
and his colleagues had resulted in failure 
.“ complete, disastrous, crushing. ** The 
negotiations are progressing very satis-1 
factorily, end it is confidently believed 
that a favourable result will be reached 
before many days.

Should this prove to be the cue, what 
course will the Opposition press pursue 1 
They are bound to oppose the Govern­
ment policy, no matter what it is ; but It 
will tax their ingenuity to raise a cry 
against the construction of the railroad out 
of the lands Two yean ago they sup­
ported Mr. Mackenzie in his unsuccessful 
attempt to negotiate a stwiiln.* bargain ; 
and were not at all alarmed that 
the English capitalists would lock up 
the territory against settlement, more 
especially u the success of their investment 
would largely depend on the rapid sale of 
the lands It is quite possible, however, 
that Sir John Macdonald being now one 
of the contracting parties, they will go 
hack on their own policy, and accuse h™ 
of “selling our birthright,” “fostering a 
“ crushing monopoly, and committing 
other crimes which in Mr. Mackenzie 
would simply have been evidences of pro­
found statesmanship. But even if they do 
that, and after their extraordinary 
change of base on the British Colum­
bia section, it is not easy to suppose a 
limit to their tergiversation, they wtil still 
occupy an awkward position, tiiey favour 
the development of the North-West, which 
can only be accomplished by means of the 
railway, but contend that the older pro­
vinces should not be asked to contribute to 
its construction ; how, then, can they ob­
ject if the road js built and the country 
opened up through the sale of the lands, 
which they say are comparatively 
worthless 1 If the road most be 
built, and they object to a money 
subsidy, how can it be built other­
wise than out of the lands T And 
if out (A the lands, wbp will lose by it ? 
Not the older Provinces’ certainly ; nor the 
North-west itself, whose future depends on 
the railroad and the population that will 
follow it across the plains The Opposi­
tion want the road to develop the territory, 
but will contribute nothing to its con­
struction. .The Government also want the 
toad, ami propose to make the territory 
pay for its own development. Many in­
fluential Reform papers, however, decline 
to accompany the Glob» into this ouldesae. 
The Montreal Herald, for example, c^mes 
ont very emphatically on the subject 
“We shall be delighted if any English,
“ French, or other capitalist can be 
“found who will build the railway, and 
“ take in land the pay required to supple- 
“ ment the revenue derivable from it 
“ Moreover, while there is reason in every- 
“ thing, we shall not be disposed to drive 
“ a hard bargain as to the number of acres 
“ per mile which are to be given) If the 

/“ present Ministry finds the times pro- 
“ pitious for such an engagement, it will 
11 have reason to congratulate itself and the 
" country on its good fortune ; for, as a 
H matter of policy, there is no difference in

opinion on the one great question of 
“making the land pay for the railway.
I* This was the basis of Mr. Mackenzie’s 

* bill, which authorized an offer of a maxi-
mum sum in cash, and invited tenders in 

£ which the rest of the price was to be

^“fixed in acres." The Heraldt view will 
shared by all. who look at the matter 
m a practical point of view, and are n6t 

overcome by a rabid desire to oppose every­
thing for the mere sake of opposition. If 
the construction of thé road out of taxation

would be a ruinous undertaking, we must 
build it out of the lands, or not at all.

THE DISTRAUGHT PARTY.
If everapolitioal party needed sympathy, 

not te eày pity, it is the Dominion Oppo­
sition at the present time. Three constitu­
encies are now open ; the organs have 
been clamouring for weeks past for the 
write ; and yet, now that these are in the 
hands of the returning officers, and the 
election days fixed, how do they stand f 
They are confessedly without settled prin­
ciples. There is no common ground 
amongst them, except a common antagon­
ism to the National Policy. Some Re­
formers are commercial' unionists, some 
have broken loose from the party on com­
mercial subjects, some are for the sacrifice 
of the country for the general 
good of humanity. One section 
advocates the abolition of the Senate, 
another vehemently reprobates any “ re- 
“ form" of- the sort The leader, if he 
may be so called, has some half-dozen 
hobbies in his skeleton-closet, but seldom 
exposes them to public view. The Globe 
lays down s platform which is at once re­
jected by the Quebec wing of the platform. 
The Maritime Province Reformers are 
anti-Confederationiets ; their Ontario 
brethren are as strongly the other way. 
The new dictator insists on the early con­
struction of the Pacific railway, without 
money and without lands ; but his allies 
in the western peninsula - are opposed to 
the work altogether.

Such is the chaotic state of the party 
which is now appealing for support to two 
Ontario constituencies, and one in Mani­
toba. On what ground, the elector will 
say, is my vote solicited for s party which 
does not know its own mind, has no policy, 
and virtually no leader except one who 
has usurped the position by dint of sheer 
assurance 1 If the Opposition have any 
desire in common it is to gain place and 
power, with the patronage so dear to the 
Reform heart Yet who ever heard of any 
party going to the polls with nothing but 
negatives to trade upon, and with no prin­
cipe whatever save the easy maxim of say­
ing “ no” to whatever their opponents pro­
pound Î Let us take the only question on 
which the Ontario Opposition is agreed, 
for their Quebec associates are at issue 
with them even upon that. Do those who 
merely protect against the National 
Policy desire to revert ’ to the 
tariff which obtained before September, 
1878 ? By no means ; for they could not 
reverse Sir Leonard Tilley’s fiscal system 
if they-would. Were the Opposition in 
power to-morrow, the burdens of the peo­
ple would be quite as heavy as before, but 
they would perhaps be adjusted so as to do 
as much harm, and as little good as pos­
sible to the country. That is the differ­
ence between the two parties. The Reform 
Administration inherited a large surplus, 
and bequeathed a large deficit through the 
blundering, mainly, of Sir Richard Cart­
wright, and had Mr. Mackenzie 
remained in power until now, 
there would have been necessarily 
a higher tariff or a resort to 
direct taxation. ’ The late Government 
must have increased the duties, but they 
would have done it with cosmopolitan, in­
stead of national, views. Their successors 
have simply increased the fiscal burden, 
and counterpoised it by progress in manu­
factures, an enlarged field for labour, and 
good wages. It is the fashion with the 
organs to forget altogether the employ­
ment given to the artizan, and to dilate 
upon a supposed monopoly of employers. 
When the workingman’s vote is wanted, 
your Reformer does not forget to talk 
glibly at him ; bet hie livelihood is not so 
much a matter of concern. We are in­
clined to think tfep qeganwjH,” * * * 
woi" ‘
is supposed %» ' 
the whdle, he 
who give him the 
earning hi» bread - Bü
those who come as importunate beggars 
to solicit his vote. Your Reformer, en­
dowed with true inwardness, is always 
anxious about the workingman on the eve 
of an election—and at no other time.

Nobody, when the full measure of the 
distress occasioned by bad government 
came to be realized, could suppose that 
the up-hill work was to be accomplished at 

A sentence or two of the Premier’s

prefer 
opportunity 

md butter,

during the canvass is quoted, and the elect­
ors of West Toronto and South Ontario 
are called upon to “ avenge the deception ” 
by aiding to restore to power the very 
men who deliberately made recuperation 
a slow and difficult process. Sir John 
Macdonald may have been sanguine ; he 
knew he had struck the right path to na­
tional prosperity, but he did not know, to 
its full extent, the depth of adversity the 
Dominion had reached. The mistake was 
natural ; but il was nothing to be com­
pared with the millennial prophecies re­
garding the English Free Trade measures 
of 18*6. The Opposition organs may 
quote prices as they like, and they may 
garble the revenue returns to make out a 
case if they will, but the fact» remain in­
disputably on 6ur side. Manufactures 
which were in the last stage of decrepitude 
have received new life ; others have sprung 
up into existence as if by magic, and trade 
has received a powerful impetus^ What 
must be the effect upon the artizan of 
this revival Even supposing that dur­
ing the interval required for prices 
to re-adjust themselves, there is a 
slight enhancement in the cost of living, 
what is that, which is toerely temporary 
and even now vanishing away, as com­
pared with the substantial and 'abiding 
gexxf effected by the National Policy. In 
fact it is the sublimity of impudence to 
ask the workingman to support a party 
which avowedly preferred the interests of 
the American workman to his. Before the 
Opposition can hope to regain the position 
they have lost they must approve them­
selves at least patriotic ; they must have a 
plain straightforward policy on which they 
are united ; and until they do, their ap­
peals to the artizan, or any other dus, will 
be made in vain.

THE FINANCES
Thru» was probably nothing about 

which Sir Richard Cartwright was so in­
credulous, last session, as the fact that Sir 
Leonard Tilley expected to raise a reve­
nue sufficient to give him a small gurplus 
in the year now current, and ending 30th 
June, 188L The figures for the months 
that had then elapsed of 1880 were bad, 
in the opinion of Sir Richard, 
and he wu quite unable to im­
agine that things could be better 
in 188L We are sorry that we 
cannot this morning give to that gentle­
man, as well as to the public in general, 
the figures for 1880. Imperfect figures 
are of no special value in these discussions, 
except when compared with figures equally 
imperfect ; and, u experienced persons 
know, tiie figures in the Gazette only re­
present the Government’s cash account, 
the revenue collected, not the revenue due 
and owing, and, coming to-the Government 
for any given month, But u we are 
starting 'on » new fiscal Year. it is worth .
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while having some idea of the conditions 
under which we are starting. The figures 
of the revenue collected in the month of 
July, therefore, are fairly good tests of 
current prosperity ; and we give them 
below, compared with the* returns for the 
same month last year :

Revenue Collected in July, 1880.
Customs....................... ......... $1,249,878 06
Excise.........x,...................... 353,644 41
Other sources ....................... 386,309 77

$1,980,730 24
Revenue Collected in July, 1879.

Customs.................................. $ 760,312 44
Excise..................... :............ * 212,364 61
Other sources.................. . 179,233 91

$1,151,930 96

Increase in July, 1880........... $ 837,799 28
These figures will prove at once to the 
business men of the country, And to all our 
intelligent readers, that consumption is 
going on in a way that would be impossible 
If the country were not prosperous ; and 
that the importations are such as indicate 
confidence among the mercantile commu­
nity. A comparison of the figures of the 
month just closed with the figures of the 
same month in previous years will be in­
structive :—

1877. 1878. 1879 1880.
$839,882. $664,823. $1,151,930. $1,989,730. 
• The increases will. tabulate themselves 

as follows :—
Increase over 1877....................... $1,149,648.
Increase over 1878.......................  1,324,907.
Increase over 1879....... *.............. 837,799.

Figures like these will make it hard in­
deed for our Opposition friends te main­
tain that high pitch of denunciation which 
they have persisted in maintaining. The 
country is evidently recovered by leaps 
and bounds from its depression. As 
a revenue' tariff the new tariff is a 
success. On that point we shall soon 
be in a position to give more definite 
information. The country is evidently not 
only ready and willing, but able to pay its 
taxes, and to indulge in such a species of 
consumption as indicates prosperity amnng 
the people. The cries of a protesting Op­
position will, we fear, be lost in the wel­
come music of revived and increasing 
national industry.

THE AFGHAN WAR 
The unfortunate defeat of General Bur­

rows’ brigade has placed both the Imperial 
and Indian Governments in a difficult and 
trying position. Of course, the blame is, 
as usual, thrown upon the defeated com­
mander, and he has been condemned in 
advance without being heard in his own de­
fence. It certainly seems, on the surface, a 
rash move to advance from under cover 
into a disturbed country to join the forces 
of Sheer Ali, which had already been 
tampered with ; still, there is nothing like 
waiting in patience for General Burrows’ 
explanations. The English public is al­
ways impatient, and sometimes unjust, in 

ging, British officers at a distance, 
sumably they are the best judges of 

their duty, and that they have acted for 
the best should be taken for granted until 
the contrary is proved. Àt present 
there seems te be no ground for apprehen­
sion so far as Candahar is concerned. It 
is a place of strength, practically safe from 
anything like an assault, and is provisioned 
for a month. It is very doubtful whether 
Ayoub BLhan will seriously attempt even a 
siege. He failed to follow up his victory 
—such as it was—and was evidently re­
luctant to assail Oandahar. The fact prob­
ably is that the restive tribes under his 
command have insisted upon some show of 
aggressive warfare, and he proposes to 
amuse them with it Meanwhile General 
Phayre will arrive about the 26th, and 
General Roberts, with his 8,000, early in 
September, so that there can be tittle 
doubt of the result in that quarter. The 
reinforcements from England, with such 
detachments as the Indian Viceroy can 
spare, will settle the business. The ob­
jections raised to the evacuation of Cabul 
by General Stewart are not of much 
weight, for he ought to understand the 
situation better than a leader writer in the 
Time».

There is apt to be some confusion as to 
the various personages in this shifting 
panorama, and we are indebted to a Lon­
don weekly for an enumeration of them. 
There are three sons of the dead Ameer 
Sherb Ali, and a grandson, to begin with. 
Yaxoue Khan, the ex-Ameer, is in com­
pulsory exile in India ; Ayoub Khan, 
who now menaces Candahar, ia merely the 
cat’» paw of a “ ring ” of military chiefs ; 
and the other son, Abdurrahman 
Khan, has been recognized as Ameer 
by Great Britain. He ia probably 
by this time in Cabul, and it ia prob­
ably to relieve him of any suspicion of 
being a mere tool of England that General 
Stewart ia falling back upon Gundamuk. 
Musa Khan is the son of Ayoub and the 
cover for the fanatic Mushk-i-Alum and 
Mohammed Jan. Besides these there is 
Sherb Ali—no relation to the ruling 
family—who was made ruler of Candahar 
by the English, and after the defection of 
his troops . shut himself up with them 
in that city. With the suppression 
of Ayoub Khan’s force things may 
assume a more favourable aspect. 
The reported risings and threatened 
attacks upon several posts are the 
natural effects of General Burrows' de­
feat, and will probably occur intermit­
tently until Roberts and Phayre have 
disposed of the ruler of Herat The offi­
cers who met Abdurrahman, the new 
Ameer, seem to have been favourably im­
pressed. It is true he was the guest of 
Russia for a considerable time, but does 
not seem to have taken to his hosts. At 
all events, he seems sincerely desirous of 
cultivating a British alliance ; he owes his 
crown to England, and with his complete 
re-establishment it may be hoped there will 
be an end to our trouble across the 
Himalayas.

,A NEW WINTER PORT.
Two hundred years ago, Tadousao was 

the trysting-plaoe for the Old and New 
Worlds. It was there Cartier landed in 
1536, and that the early colonists estab­
lished their great maritime post. Basque, 
Breton, and Norman vessels came there to 
trade in peltries, and it was the rendezvous 
also ef the whaling fleet, fy in those days, 
according to the Relation», the whale was 
found far up the river. Â proposition is 
now before the Quebec Government, 
which, if acted upon, may restore to. this 
old station its former commercial supre­
macy. The Quebec people, without re­
spect of party, are anxious to open up and 
test the Lake St. John region as a coloniza­
tion district ; and a railway from 
some point on the Si Lawrence to the 
lake is talked of. Father Laçasse, 
a well-known Gulf missionary, who has 
passed his life in the territories he speaks 
of, has just issued a tittle work on the 
subject ; and the newspapers seem tq 
think that his scheme will be adopted. 
Briefly stated, it is as follows : He pro­
poses to build the road from Batiscan, or 
some point dn the North Shore railway 

_ dear it. to Lake Tortue» this route affording
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7 passage through the Laurentidea ; 
> to Lake Edward and along the 

Ouiatchouanishto St Prime in the Lake 
St John Valley ; thence by the north of 
the lake to St. Aline, opposite Chicoutimi, 
and thence to Tadouaac. The length of the 
route ia 320 mile» ; and Tadousao is 93 
miles nearer Liverpool than Halifax, and 
387 miles nearer to it than Portland. The 
building of this road, as • M. Laçasse 
says, would complete the transcontinental 
system and make Tadousao the eastern 
terminus erf the Pacific railway.

Everything depends, however, upon its 
suitability as a winter port, and on this 
point Father Laçasse has no doubt. The 
winds and currents carry the ice formed in 
the Saguenay, at the mouth of which Tar 
dousac stands, and along the north shore, 
right across the river to the south shore ; 
and Tadousaç harbour is always clear of 
floes. Thus th'é " seal hunters have no diffi­
culty in traversing the florth shore from 
Tadousao to Sevefi Islands in bark canoes 
in the depth of-. winter. M. Lapasse says 
he has passed up end down this part of the 
river in a boat m "every month of winter ; 
and in the hardest weather of January and 
February has stood on the cliffs and 
looked out upon' i broad, open channel. 
The harbour of ^Tadousao is an eminently 
safe one, winter’ and summer ; the Sague­
nay being free frqm joe for fifteen miles 
above the villagp. , The question is one of 
great importance to the whole country, 
and the result of the investigations of the 
Quebec Government will be loçked for 
with interest.

EDITORIAL NOTES

The Intercolonial receipts for the first six 
months of the year exceeded those of the first 
six months of 1879 by no less than $229,000. 
The Grand Trunk receipts in the same period 
showed an increase of over a million ; and the 
returns from the Great Western, North Shore, 
Northern and other roads are also extremely 
satisfactory. An enormous increase in rail- 
war traffic, and a correspondingly large de­
crease in the bankruptcy figures, are alto­
gether out of harmony with the beggarly 
articles in the Opposition papers.

FAITH AND EVOLUTION.
Nothing is more striking in the aspect 

of the present age than the different treat­
ment meted out 'to scientific theories and 
discoveries by theologians. The time is 
not so long past when all dicta, of science, 
which seemed opposed to the plain mean­
ing of Scripture, were summarily rejected 
as false because heretical There seems a 
danger now of rushing to the opposite ex­
treme. No sooner is a new system of 
nature advanced than some religious men 
at once rush forward to Stake their peace 
with it, whether it be demonstrated by a 
dear induction from facta or not In the 
latest number of the British Quarterly a 
writer almost outbids Mr. Darwin or Mr.
S fencer in his attachment to the evolution 
theory. Now it may be true, or it may 
not, that man has descended from proto­
plasm through the aaeidian and the 
amoeba upwards to the gorilla, and thus as­
cended to his present dignity in animated 
nature ; but it has not been proved that 
such is the case. Indeed, it is not going 
too far to say that such a theory is utterly 
unsusceptible of proof. _ There are many 
stubborn facts to be gathered from the 
testimony of the rocks, as well as from the 
recorded observations of the phenomena of 
animal life, which tell directly against it

That there is a beauty antisymmetry 
about the doctrine no one would- care to 
deny ; but its truth, as a matter of 
fact, is undemonstrated and - (inde­
monstrable. Mr. Darwin set out 
with ' a simple principle—the sur­
vival of the fittest Yet he soon found 
that it was not adequate for the purpose. 
Sexual was then added to natural selec­
tion, with a similar result At the vgiy 
threshold we are met with the difficulty 
that the transitional forms, if any such ex­
isted, have disappeared. In the strata 
are found the feaad-remains of mollusks, 
birds, saurians and quadrupeds, side by 
side ; but there are no connecting links, 
although the attempt has been made to 
forge them. The inference from analogous 
types simply show* that the Creator worked 
—if wemavsospeslk—upon a uniform plan, 
whether He oallbd into being a croco­
dile, a fish, a bird or a man ; but to con­
clude that any one of these emerged, by 
natural selection, into another, is a mere 
assumption. For "the present, there­
fore, and probabfe for aÜ time, evolu­
tion is a naked- theory which can­
not be substantiated by any evidence 
within the grasp of our material senses. 
It da a plausible hypothesis, and nothing 
more.

The evolution doctrine is by no means a 
new one, for jt was held by heathen philo­
sophers and poets,,and by churchmen such 
as tit Augustine and Aquinas ages ago. 
Yet when stated by Mr. Darwin anew, 
it affected the religious world in two re­
markable ways. ’ Tb some it seemed 
nakedly atheistical'; to others, who were 
eager to conciliate the modem spirit, it 
was at once hailed as the only ortho­
dox theory of animated nature. Both 
views were almost equally wide 
of the fact Supposing all that 
Mr. Darwin asserts absolutely proved, the 
necessity for postulating a Supreme Cre­
ator, so far from being obviated, would 
become still more imperative. The notion 
that, without intelligence to guide them, 
the blind forces ef nature could have pro­
duced man with all his organs and facul­
ties, up through all the arduous gradations 
of being, from the germ-cell or proto­
plasm, is a more preposterous one than 
even this critical generation can credit 
Evolution, in fact, tends to strengthen 
Theism, not to invalidate it The need of 
Deity is all the stronger, if we once be­
lieve that this orderly progression has been 
the plan of nature.

On the other hand, there is no reason 
for rushing into the embraces of the evolu­
tionists. To be sure, Scripture, so far as 
it is directed to the subject, faveurs evolu­
tion, except in so far as «mm j» 
concerned. It is only in his case 
that a direct creation is recorded 
in the initial chapter of the Bible. But 
there is no need to attempt a reconciliation 
where there is no antagonism. 'Science, so 
far as it makes good its case, by facts 
beyond dispute, is impregnable ; when It 
essays te tread metaphysical ground, or to 
trespass on the domain of religion, it is 
innocuous,- because it ha» no business < 
there. Mr. Herbert Spencer is a philo­
sopher, and admits what he terms “an 
“ Inscrutable Povrer^” adding — “ The 
“ certainty that on’ the one hand such s 
“ power exists, while op the other hand its 
“ nature transcends intuition, and is 
“ beyond imagieetion, is the certainty 
“ towards which intelligence has been from 
“ the first progressing, v All this verbiage 
only expresses what one of Job’s friends 
condensed in the enquiry, “ Oanst thou 
“by searching find out God ] çanst thou 
“ find out ' 
and we must
an unknown Gt_________ _____ _______
is in London, who found an interpreter in 
the great Apostle of the Gentiles. No in­
telligent man or woman would desire to 
undervalue science, or speak disparagingly 
of its vast achievements ; but physical 
science is of the earth, earthy, and has no 
wings with which to 'soar into the realm 
of spirit Behind the material veil 
which religion has1 partly uplifted, 
and from the revelation vouchsafed, 
we are enabled to gfeafi what it is neces­
sary that we should know—that there is a 
Divine Being who “ giveth to aft life, and 
“ breath and all things,” who has “ ap- 
“ pointed a day in the which he will judge 
“ the world in righteousness. ” Faith m 
the being and goodness of God, and in 
man’s responsibility to Him can be affected 
by no scientific theory, and shaken by no 
discovery, real or supposed, of this age, or 
of any yet toi* **'

The American consul at Sarnia says 77,035 
Canadian emigrants crossed the tins at that 
point during the year ending the 30th June 
last ; Mid the free trade journals ask us to 
behold the ruinous effects of the tariff. In 
the first place, the consul does not say how 
many of these 77,035 people were Canadians 
bound for Manitoba and the North-West, or 
for the Michigan shanties from which they 
returned in the spring. Secondly, to estab­
lish their, case, free traders must show that 
flight from a 30 per cent, tariff to a 60 per 
cent, tariff is evidence of a desire to escape 
protective duties.

The Sarnia Canadian notes a practical indi­
cation of'the beneficial effects of the N.P. on 
the labour market. An employer who gives 
work to » good many men was recently look­
ing in vain for hands, having a good deal of 
business on hand. He found that every one 
he approached had a job, and not an idle man 
was to be found. A well-known citizen hint­
ed that since the N. P. had come into force 
the labouring men had plenty of work at fair 
wages. “Confound the N.P.,” said the con­
tractor, savagely, “ before it came into force 
I could get all the men I wanted ; but now, 
after hunting for an hour, I cannot get aman 
far love or money. ” "

Uruguay, one of the remaining coun­
tries with which England could conduct 
business on anything like free trade principles, 
has become a convert to protectionist prin­
ciples, and changed its customs tariff accord­
ingly. This went into effect on 1st instant, 
but goods shipped by sailing vessel before 
that date will be exempt from its operation. 
The rate of duties on most of the imported 
articles is placed at about 40 per cent. The 
frame» of the tariff apparently entertain a 
strong’ objection to purchasing Lancashire cot­
tons prepared with China clay, for they levy 
20 per cent, on them, and only 15 per cent, 
on the pure cotton cloths of New England.

The Walkerton Telescope is not far wrong 
in condemning the craze for school-teaching. 
There are far too many poor teachers, and a 
sad lack of good ones, in the country. The 
Teleecope says, under the present system, 
boys and girls who manage to pull through 
the High School entrance examination are 
forthwith led to believe that farming and 
labour of evfcry kind are beneath their dig- 
nity. The next stpp, our contemporary 
might have added, is to secure a school and 
after a few years of that, a store ; and then 
the race with the constable begins, and ends 
in the usual way.

Le Metie, of Winnipeg, comes out strongly 
against the Military College. It says the in­
stitution will be of great use to the country 
when a standing army has been established, 
but not till thee. The cadet graduates after 
four years’ study, at the public expense, only 
to find that his knowledge is of no service to 
him—which ia hard both on the cadet and 
the taxpayer. Le Metie urges the Govern­
ment to make a thorough overhauling at the 
militia expenditure, and cut down the staff 
which eats its head off. The $50,000 a year 
spent oa the College, and the savings that 
might he effected in the staff, would enable 
the Minister to increase the efficiency of the 
volunteers and multiply the annnal camps.

The latest tariff outrage is thus described 
by the St Catharines Newt :—“ Our Tory 
friends having succeeded in making a few 
manufacturers happy, are very greatly de­
lighted. the cotton people—best served, 
perhaps, of all the tariff favourites—have 
been having a dance at Cornwall and the 
gleeful way ia which the matter is referred 
to leaves no doubt of the solid satisfaction 
the event affords Tories." Solid satisfaction 
it is, too, jo know that a manufacturing town 
is prosperous. The only dance in vogue 
among Canadian operatives under one-sided 
free trade was the gloomy grand galop à 
V hôpital,, fixe waltz to the poor house.

The July-August number of the Educational 
Monthly contains a vigorous article on the 
Central Committee. The writer says “ after 
what has come to light, only the sheerest im­
pudence can array itself in the guise ef in­
nocence, and with a cheap swagger and smug 
conceit call for the evidence of guilt. The 
public are now past trifling with m the mat­
ter ; and of all men the Minister should by 
this time know what course it will be safe for 
him to take to purge the Department of what 
has so long defiled it." The Monthly urges 
Mr. Crooks to select » few cultured men of 
high character and unimpeachable honour and 
make them, with those members - of the pres­
ent Committee whose hands are clean, lis ad­
visers, inspectors and examiners.

The amount of idle capital waiting for in­
vestment on the London market is estimated 
at $1,000,000,000, being about twice the 
usual amount of floating capital The effect 
of jhis glut has been to reduce the rate of 
interest on all loans based on good security, 
so that there is not a single investment of 
this character now on the market which will 
yield as high as four per cent, clear. There 
are, of course, speculative inveetmente which 
bring a good deal higher rate, but the tend­
ency ia to keep clear of such, as the British 
investor has been bitten so often by plausible 
bet unsound projects that he is learning 
financial wisdom. It is not surprising, there­
fore, to find the London World specially ad­
vocating Canadian investments as s safe and 
profitable outlet for surplus capital

La Minerve says granulated sugar was sell­
ing in Montreal the other day at 10 rents 
cash ; in New* York at 10j cents for an in­
ferior quality, as analysis proved. Under 
the Mackenzie tariff this would have cost the 
CAnadian buyer lOj cents, a third of a cent, 
more than Eedpath’s, and here is the proof i 
Sugar at $10.26 in N< — ■ • —
back of 1

lew York leas tile draw- 
$3.13 would coat $7.10 at first sight 

Add the 25 per cent ad valorem duty,

pound within a fraction. " Thus theMontreal 
consumer," says La Minerve, “is getting 
better and cheaper sugar, not to speak of the 
benefit the city reaps from the employment 
of home capital sud home labour, and from a 
revived West India trade. "

Manitoba and British Columbia journals 
approved of the scheme for placing the con­
struction of the Pacific railway in the fiends 
of e syndicate of English capitalists. The 
Victoria Colonist, s journal jealous of British 
Columbia rights, points out that with the 
railway in the hands of the syndicate the 
prosecution of the work will not depend on 
an annual vote of the necessary funds by the 
House of Commons, or qpn the gauntlet of 
the adverse criticism of opposite parties, with 
the possibility of an advene vote always 
•taring the country in the face. The proposed 
arrangement, it holds, will relieve the Gov­
ernment of e heavy finanoial responsibility, 
and will ensure the speedy settlement of the 
lands-end the early construction of the road, 
because it will be to the interest of the syndi­
cate to push ahead with the utmost vigour.

Over a century ago, Governor Bernard, of 
Massachusetts Bay, proposed s scheme of 
Imperial federation. “If the Americans,"

he wrote, “ rest their defence upon their not 
being represented, it is in the power of Par­
liament, by admitting representatives from 
America, to take away all pretence of their 
not being bound by its acts.” He was as 
sanguine as Mr. Blake that the scheme would 
work well ; and Franklin also favoured it ; but 
the colonists quickly saw that their represen­
tation in Parliament would be swamped by 
the Old Country majority, and that they 
would be let in for the Imperial taxes without 
being able to secure for themselves any legis­
lation that ran counter to the views of that 
majority. This is the weak spot in the theory 
as advocated by Mr. Blake to-day.

The practicability of establishing telephonic 
communication between pointa two hundred 
miles apart, by means of an ordinary tele­
graph wire, having been demonstrated, it 
will be but a single stop in advance to speak 
through the trans-Atlantic cables. An influ­
ential Cincinnati company is negotiating with 
the cable companies for the lease of a line for 
the purpose of making practical tests in this 
direction. It is announced that the Oran- 
bough invention of 1868, and the recent 
Klemn patents, will be used, but no doubt 
the Bell instrument will also be tried, the 
experiments will be watched with great in­
terest, as, should it be found possible to open 
telephonic communication vrith Europe, it 
will doubtless create a revolution in the cable 
business.

The Pembroke Standard forcibly contrasts 
the wails of the Reform lumber-merchants 
over the ruin wrought by the N. P., and the 
rapid increase of their gains owing to the in­
creased demand for lumber. Our contem­
porary says that the very men who are ex­
claiming that their business is destroyed by 
the tariff, • “ are quietly pocketing more 
money than they have seen in a dog’s age. 
It is all very welll perhaps, to say that the 
N. P. is "doing the trade no good ; but when 
the dollars are flowing in, in a continuous 
stream, it is rather hard to claim that the 
present tariff, is producing ruination and dis­
tress in lumbering circles.” Our Reform 
friends were always given to strong words 
and weak arguments, as is conspicuously 
illustrated by the absurd and self-contradic­
tory tirades against the N. P.

A Reform correspondent asks how it is 
that the Local Government has not been com­
pelled, like the Dominion Government, to 
place new hardens or the people. Because 
when Mr. Mowat took office he found a large 
surplus at his hand, upon which he has been 
drawing to meet the excess of expenditure 
over revenue. Sir Leonard Tilley, on the 
other Mud, had three big deficits staring him 
in the face. But, as a matter of fact, the 
Ontario Government has increased the public 
burdens by taking from the municipalities 
one-third of the license revenue, and increas­
ing local taxation by just that amount. It 
is absurd, however, to try to compare Local 
with Dominion finances. Local revenue is 
chiefly made up of the Dominion subsidy 
(and to that extent is direct taxation) and 
Ckown Land proceeds ; Dominion revenue, on 
the contrary; is drawn directly from the 
people.

English Radicals and Canadian Liberals are 
partial to wealthy candidates for Parlia­
mentary honours. The election trials in the 
Old Country have proved that the Liberal 
party fleeced a good many of its millionaire 
nominees, for wholesale bribery was every­
where practised. Ontario Reformers gather 
round a wealthy candidate. They cannot 
drop Mr. H. H. Cook, and when he was de­
rated for the House of Commons the party 
pitchforked him into the Local Legislature, 
so that his influence might be retained. So it 
is in regard to Mr. IX A. Smith, the ejected 
of Selkirk. The Manitoba press is still 
whining over Mr. Smith’s determination not 
to present himself for re-election. “It is a 
pity,” it says, “that the Hon. D. A. Smith 
could not even yet be prevailed upon to offer 
himself.” Certainly Mr. Smith is a wealthy 
man, and him influence will be missed in the
P»rty- "

British admirals and British generals ap­
pear to have rather hazy potions of the Cana­
dian peojrfe..
Selby Smyth got it into his head that Cana­
dians would rush out of their workshops and 
off their farms to enlist in a standing army ; 
and now the cable rays Rear-Admiral Stirling, 
in command of the Pacific squadron, recom­
mends the Admiralty to empower him to 
train Canadian lads for his ships. Why; he 
couldn’t scare up a dozen decent lads in a 
year’s search, unless he took them without 
their parents' consent, which he certainly 
would not do. These officials seem to think 
that there is a vast floating population in this 
country whidh would be glad to get the 
chance of soldiering snd sailering at a 
shilling and odd a day, and that we are a 
nation of warriors whose only ambition is 
burnt powder and blood. It ia a mistake. 
There is no use in sending the recruiting- 
sergeant to a country where every man can 
become his own landlord.

The London Advertiser contends that-» high 
tariff is a bar to immigration ; and conversely 
that a low tariff invitee it. This is one of 
Bastiat’s theories, and he argues it out well 
The only trouble about it is that it does not 
hitch with experience. The United States 
have had a high tariff for twenty years, yet 
they have received millions of immigrants. 
England has been virtually a free trader for 
forty years, and she has lost hundreds of 
thousands of her people. From France, a 
protectionist country, there is little or no 
emigration, and the same is true of Belgium, 
Ireland, “a cheap country to live in, ” has sent 
the flower of her children to the States ; and 
the secret of it ia contained in the experi­
ence of the Irishman who, complaining on 
his arrival at New York that the losZ he 
could buy for twopence at home cost him six­
pence there, and being asked why he didn’t 
stay in Ireland, said the supreme difficulty 
lay in getting hold of the * tuppence.”

have 
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reduced oil of a quality equal to that 
er Ontario or the United States Oil 

discoveries are also reported from Australia.

Chicago is proud of its canal which run, 
through the southern prairie country, and y 
the citizens proudly boast, enables them to 
empty their sewage into the Gulf <rf Mexico 
The last idea is to enlarge this drain pipe _ 
as to give another outlet for the
^re*1rs„. »Dd farm product» rant to
the Illinois metropolis. It would then 
poraera a summer route Jiy the great lake* 
and toe St. Lawrence, and a winter route via 
the Mississippi. A committee has con 
udered the scheme and reported favourable 
The prediction ventured upon is eminently 
Lhicagoain, and it runs thus '—“When thi. 

sliall become enlarged, steamerscanal
from 1,000 to 2,000 ton* burden shall lle ,, 
her docks and unload cotton and sugar direct 
from New Orleans. The ocean-bound shin 
laden to paas through the Canadian canalY 
will be alongside of the great steamers of the 
Mississippi. The Missouri, the Ohio, and 
the Arkansas rivers will, through this canal 
be united to Lake .Superior and Lake Erie 
The waters of the lakes- and toe Miasnssirmi 
and its tributaries wash the soil of twenty, 
one States. This canal will unite all 
these ; a bridle- wiU be put upon the iron 
horse, and the farmer will hold the rein ” 
Meanwhile, the canal is little better than a 
sewer, and is generally condemned as a pub 
lie nuisance. r

The projected railway between St. John 
and Harbour Grace, Nfld., is being surveyed 
and very favourable grades are being obtained’ 
A vote authorizing a loan of a million sterling, 
in sums of $500,000 annually, was passed 
almost unanimously by both branches of the 
Legislature. “ It would be difficult, ’’ says » 
correspondent, “to find a colony that could 
better afford to build a railway than New­
foundland. The public debt is small, an,j 
more than qne-half of it will be liquidated by 
a sinking fund in sixteen years, each rear of 
coarse witnessing a_reduction. We hâve in-

_ per annum. By The con­
struction of this railway, a saving in the sub 
sidies now voted for local steam service will 
be effected, amounting to $34,000 per annum 
The money now largely wasted under the 
name of a ‘road grant’ can spare $30,000- 
and various other savings can be effected m 
withdrawing bounties no longer needed. jn 
this way, without the increase of taxation to 
the extent of a single dollar, or any detriment 
to the public service, a railway fund, amoun* 
tog to $200,000 per annum, Ban be created 
which will be ample to cover the interest on à 
loan of four millions of dollars, together with 
any deficit in toe working expenses of the 
line.”

In view of the approaching inauguration of 
closer relations between Canada and Brazil 
our merchants and manufacturers will feel 
interested in the projected American exhibi­
tion te be held at Rio. Its leading spirit is 
an American, who has left Brazil for the 
United States, with the object of obtaining 
the support of American manufacturers to the 
enterprise, which has been taken in hand 
by a wealthy Brazilian corporation The 
President of this society is Qpunt D’Eu, son- 
in-law of the Emperor, and the Vice-President. 
Senator Rio Branco, of the rich Pro­
vince of Malto Grasso. And Viscount o’ 
San Cbristavao, treasurer, and Dominga 
Maitinho, secretary, who built the railwa 
from the city of Don Paulo to the capital oi 
Brazil. Since this society has engaged to 
place the American Exhibition on a substan­
tial footing the Emperor has taken a warm in­
terest in the movement, as well as: Mr. 
Evarts, Secretary of State, who has tele­
graphed the Brazilian Government in the 
name of the United States, thanking it for 
having granted a free entrance of all goods 
consigned to the society from the United 
States. A large square on the water front, 
next to the custom house, has also been 
granted with a view to the erection of a sub­
stantial iron edifice to provide for the wants 

.of the society in the future, Mid the whole 
native population of the country warmly 

mira with the movement. The * "sympathize with the movement. The deaira- 
, time ago General Sim bffity of having Canadian goods exhibited is 

obvious. But what is being done to secure 
that end?

AGRICULTURAL NOTES.

The St. John Telegraph, in an estimate 
based on the census of 1871, making due al­
lowance for increased acreage and improve­
ments in the meantime, gives the following 
approximate valuation of the crops of New 
Brunswick for the present season Wheat, 
$400,000; oats, $1,320,000; buckwheat, $675,- 
000 ; potatoes, $2,400,000 ; hay, $3,000,000. 
It appears from this statement that hay is the 
most valuable of the agricultural products of 
that Province, followed by potatoes, oats, 
buckwheat and wheat in the order given.

The gist of the columns of telegraphic des­
patches recently published relating to toe so- 
called Spanish outrages en American vessels, 
is that three American fruit schooners enga-

Ei in trade with the same island, Jamaica, 
t sailing to the different home markets of 
Boston, Philadelphia and Baltimore, had their 

colours up when overhauled by Spanish 
cruisers, and two of them were fired upon 
while under their country’s flag on the 
high seas. Now the question is, what 
will the United States do about it? 
A demonstration by the American fleet 
would be a strange sight, as the head of 
that Department bas officially stated that 
none of the vessels in or out of commission 
are seaworthy. A few* ironclads might pos­
sibly be borrowed from Turkey for a few 
months for a consideration. If some such 
plan is not adapted, it is oh viens that hostili­
ties must be almost indefinitely postponed, as 
the United States Government will be under 
the necessity of setting about building a fleet 
The Spanish Dons have evidently read the 
report of the American Naval Department

/Russia

In on» industry at least Europe is 
turn the tables on America. The Canadian 
and. American producers of petroleum will 
shortly have to face formidable rivals in 
Hanover and Russia. The deposits in 
are all but illimitable, extending some l,i 
miles along the chain ef the Caucasus i 
the Black and Caspian seas. At 
however, there are enly two looalitiw'in 
vast region where wells have been oj 
and regular oil works, established. In the 
valley of the Kuban, which flows into the" 
Black sea, the first wells were bored. The 
company is a French one, under the direction 
of an American. The most extensive oil

l 300 feet deep^ anil yielding 
28,000 barrels a day of crude oil. In Hanover 
large works are being established. So far, 
however, none of the European refineries

The ChignectofN. B. ) Post calls attention 
to the disadvantages under which the cattle 
raisers of that province labour in connection 
with the export business. The present 
methods of shipping at Quebec, Rimouski, or 
Halifax present many inconveniences. The 
long railway transportation to the two for­
mer places is injurious, and to secure ship­
ment at Halifax it is necessary to engage 
space a considerable time in advance. The 
rates, moreover, are complained of as being 
too high. To obviate these difficulties direct 
steam communication from St. John is pro­
posed, the vessels being fitted up especially 
for the live stock trade and the shipment of 
farm produce generally. Such a venture, 
the Post thinks, might develop new lines of 
trade, such as the transportation of fresh 
salmon and lobsters to the English mark**

The Tilsonburg company for the manufac­
ture of beet-root sugar have taken toe pre­
liminary steps to set on foot the proposed 
enterprise. A number of farmers have con­
tracted to cultivate a stipulated number of 
acres of sugar beets, about 500 acres of which 
will be harvested this fall. The manufactur­
ing operations will not be commenced until 
the fall of 1881. It is stated that the fanners 
who have experimented with toe beet are 
willing to continue its cultivation, »»t even if 
the Scheme were abandoned, toe root is found 
to be profitable for stock-feeding purposes. 
The Brantford Expositor, good Reform organ 
as it is, grows so enthusiastic over the matter 
as to advocate the protection of this new in­
dustry by a Government bonus, for which the 
company is making application. We are glad 
to see toe logic of facts proving too strong for 
fine-spun free trade theories—which, we need 
hardly remind the reader, bear just as 
strongly against one form of protection as an­
other—and to note the conversion ef our 
contemporary to agricultural protection at 
any rate. The rest will follow.

In connection with the recent raid by 
squatters on the Mennonite reserves in Mani­
toba, the plea was put forward oo behalf of 
intruders that Mehnonite immigration had 

and that the land should consequently 
) thrown open to the first comer. We are 
d to learn that this is not the case. Ten 
niliee of Mennonites, numbering 59 persons, 
ently passed through on their way to the 

settlement. They report the probability of a 
large emigration from Russia next spring, the 
Government having prolonged the time dur­
ing which the sect are to be at liberty to 
choose between emigration and military 
servitude at home until July next It is to 
be hoped that owing to the liberal provisions 
of toe Deminion Government in the matter of 
the laffd reserve, Canada will obtain a large 

The success of theshare of this influx.
Mennonite colonization scheme, as contrasted 

works are at Helton on the Caspian. A great w»tii Mr. Mackenzie’s experiment ef Icelandic 
number of wells have beenTpened theref settlement, which turned out so unfavourably.

_ of the Press on 
* "Mail’s New Style.

“TlEPBIIiCE OF NEWSPAP
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ffuMui in the United States. 1

<50 HANDSOMER PAPER PRIAI
. flow, Unquestionably at the He
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„Xt Towers Above All Competitor
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the latter class of emigrants having nearly all 
crossed toe border, must be highly j— 
to the present Minister ef 
Emigration who initiated it.

We publish this morning a few e: 
from the press of the country upon the 
lect of the recent change in the foi 
general style of The Mail. We are pi.
to notice that our contemporaries, reg; 
of political creed or locality, appreci 
cordially the efforts made to supply *’ 
pje of with a first-class paper]
fitting the rapid strides of toe Domini 
population and wealth, and the genen 
telligence and education of our people, 
is one point, however, on which an ex 
yon »is necessary. The Central Ça 
falls into the mistake of asserting 
The Mail’s religions editorials 
“written by a clergyman in whose 
classes we have often seen infidels arise 
ssk perplexing questions, whose ar^’
were always satisfactory.” We —-----
contemporary that toe articles m qui 
were not written by a clergyman, but ' 
men md members of our regular staff.

from, the Belleville Intelligencer.
THE Mail.—This leading paper mad< 

first appearance in its new shape y ester.
It is new an octavo in form, with 
column» on each page, or fifty-six coin 
all, and as The Mail thus presents one coli 
on each page more than the Globe, am 
columns are considerably longer, it thus 
..in. about one-sixteenth more reading m 
than the Globe, the dimensions of the ' 
being i Mail, 36x48 inches, and the 
31x46 inches. The Mail is thus toe b 
daily paper in British America, and i 
opinion the best, as it excels its prii 
rival in enterprise and ability as we. 
in size. The paper, which has 
given a new dress of type, presents a 
handsome appearance, and is in fi 
credit to Canadian journalism. It is 
printed by the stereotype process on t 
gcott’e rotary presses, one of which is cab 
of printing thirty thousand copies per Î 
and the other fifteen thousand per 
With a new building specially erected J 
accommodation, with toe best facilities ; 
money can procure, and with an exce 
able, liberal and enterprising managen 
we have no dmbt that The Mail 
fame to prosper greatly, to increase its 
large circulation, and to be a great powe 
the country in giving to the people 
ideas on political subjects.

from the St. Catharines Journal.
The Mail Newspater.—We are pie 

to notice some important changes in ou 
contemporary, The Toronto Mail. 
journal on Monday appeared as an eight-p 
paper, printed with new type, and present! 
an appearance equal to the leading Ame ' 
newspapers. Fast presses have been po 
and in all respecta oar contemporary is i 
ss wdl equipped as any journal en the 
tinent The Matt, has always had an 
lent reputation for enterprise in i 
ing, and the improvements just con 
in its typographical appearance places 
the first rank, where we wish it may long j

from the Elmira Advertiser.
The Mail came to hand on Monday 

Its promised improvements, and now is o:
! the most creditable of Canadian journals, 

second to any ether either in the comp" 
ness of its telegraphic despatches, the i 

l of its editorial columns, or the beauty 
mechanical appearance. We are exc 
glad to note its improvements as a sign < 
mcreasingAucceee so thoroughly merited !

! its baamearnntorprise, and its vigilance ; 
j ability in political affairs. After a sev 

struggle’ it ape succeeded in overhauling 
groat rival, the Globe, though the odds 
against it, because the latter h " 
point ef age, circulation dad adve 
patronage a long start. The ch 
of the improvements are well wo 
of note. The cumbrous page has given 
to (me a little over half the size while 

I number of pages is doubled, being now < 
in place of four, and the whole sheet inc 

I by the addition of eight columns. The 1 _ _ 
is much larger and clearer, while the arrangé 

I ment of the matter is such that the ream 
can at once find what he wants. The amo 

I of toe reading matter is greater than 
I Globe furnishes, and The Mail itself ch 
I that its special telegraphic facilities 
I later despatches than any other Ca 
I 0111 obtain. The adoption of the st.
| pypffig process, the introduction of ne 

"esses and the erection of a new and imp. 
g building, one of the finest in Toronto, i 
dve great outlay for the purpose of pntti.

I » first class daily journal into the hands 
I its readers, and show confidence in the C 
I dian people and in the future success of

to has now become essential to an|
I Kan who desires to be thoroughly posted 
| public affairs, general and political 

from the Strut ford Times.
■ Toronto Daily Mail cams out .
I Monday hat as an eight-page paper. It i 
1 certainly the largest ana most handsel 
I *“*?t that has yet appeared m the Dominie 
I while its news and editorial matter a 
I be surpassed. The Globe has long elsu 
I the first place among Canadian newspap
■ but it has no claim te that honour anj 
| singer. The Mail new takes the lead.

from the London Free Press. _
, Hail newspaper came out yestcrdal 
Itiu, ■"**** eight-page paper. It certainll 
IbmÜL™081 handsome sheet that has yet a pi 
lErfi ? Dominion, while its news ana 
I tutorial matter ia ample and able. It reallj 
I «vais toe papers of New York and Chic 
I T— F'ron the Kingston Metes.
I daw* hlAn. appeared in its new form yeL~., 
I„J lor the first time. It contains fifty-sis 
1,“^. eight more than the Globe. Long I 
■cm, . "tn. took a leading position in t_ 
lit; i " ^ow its influence is generally felt| 
E* =leverly edited ; and it is no exaggi 1
■ ■ ..to say, that sa regards enterprise,__ _
I nan, °i Î*8 management, and the readablJ 
Itotek °v ** 0011 tenta, it is to-day entitle.! 
Itols-TL ®rat Place among Canadian jeurl 
■- ' the new building for the purposes oi 
iju^/pAiL, now in course of erection, will 1*1 
liud 0* *?y*bing of the kind in Canada! 
Ilish’rr,?t?i10^t‘0nately, not behind the esta 
lSta the best journals in the Unite,
‘imenti' W®. re8ar<l our contemporary’s fre

creasi ^ mamfested enterprise as a sign of in 
tecess? pr°6perity- it continue

nv”"1 Cafleton Place Central Canadian.
To*onto Maii__ When The M
0n mooday evening last, we did __

it in ita new style, but, with then 
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