s to Establish*Closer Relations/
\fnh Gexmany, « N
IENNA, via London, Dec,
following official state
1ed outlining they policy " thg
v ministry: - . o (Rt
“This govermnel* has “oen en-
asted with the dxctlm of affairs
a serjous time angd office has bten
ssumed with a feeling of the'
.5t responsibility. “Jts first aim 1
he the restoratio
tional conditions and the creation of
necessary conditioli for that purpose

"and for the asseribling of  Parlia-

ment. &

“Among i‘; carliest tasks will be
the conclusion of a treaty between
the two states comstituting the men-
archy regarding ecenomic relations.

L Another task will be the establish-

vited, in sce1l¥8
tend “to
children  are intel

schooi teathers hafe
the meaning of Nati

this 1,

the way in which fut
brothers at home huvy
various questions, 3

To wiite in the aps
the card promptly
Year’s resolution g
thiouglout the Don
the advautage of by
ment, Itcnly m
careful thought. T4
cities gets the hard
not only to delive
gponsible alio fc i n.
Prowpt waiiin Wi |
make the o8t huch |
easier, Watiops hat |
we 210 Lo get into @ ; of mind ‘
which will causg us to fiink of the |
needs of the c:"ntr_v, to realize 'hanf
the interests of the State have a great- |‘
er claim on ue than car self-interest. |
This applies to e‘veryone, fiom the
highest in the land to the lowest. The |
Prince of Wales’ motto “I serve” may |
well be the motto of every citizen of
the British Eingire at this time.

There are many wavs of serving the
nation besides going to the tront, The ]
man on the farm and the wmechanic in !
a workshop may be se1ving the pation )
as useful ss the man in the tienches. !
Every man should be doing the work
which represents his n.cst efficient ser-
vice to his country.

The war i/s teaching us, or should be |
Terrible

teaching us,
a8 are its effects, those who bhave faith
in Canadian manhood Lope and be-
lieve that the nation will emerge fiom |
this experience a atlf{)nger and a better
people. If the meaning of National !
Service is thorougnly grasped and
properly understood, if the Govern-
went’s call for information is respond-
ed to in the right spirit, the comin
year will te the banner year in Cana-
da’s history.

great lessons.

The Plight of the United States
Sad indeed is the plight of the Unit-
«d States, and the nuwmerous bellizer-
ents in the world war shuke their
heads in commiseration. The call fcr
30,000

in New Ycork sta'e brought out 456

additional vo'unteer ticops

1ecruits.  Kvidently the administra-

tion can not cope with ileir problefny-

It is univeisaliy 1ecognized now t
The Am
cane, despite their claims of love fop

an mimyv is a necessity,

flag and libeirty aie not going to join
the wilitia regiments and be sent off
to bicker with the Mexicans in the
support of an ill-detined and vacillating
policy.

It is & known fact that commission-
ed ofli- ers of iegiments serving cn the
Mexican border' are resigning and ve-
turning to—their Lhomes in vaumbers,
Doubtless the enlisted wen wounld do
the if they weref permitted.
Dces all this show a national coward
ice t much ! Men of the Uni--
&'d ‘es bave proven too often their
courhge and ability to have this con-
tumacy heaped upon thein. The aps-
wer i8 that they have no faith in
their administration, and the things for

same

which the Union
past are rotting beneath the antu_!i)ﬁ
leaves of two years ago. e
Whether or not there is any remedy
for the present plight it is hard to say.
It is perhaps now too late for any

thing but a continuance of present |

methods. When the war has. :been
won, the United States can take atadk
of its pational honor, its Gommerciil’
standing, its foneign relations, and thipk

| bend of the Tigris.

bas stood in times |

hard—very hapd.

ent of closer economic relations
kh  the German: Empire. Both
s will tend toward the political
economic consolidation of Aus-

Other tasks in prospect are social
toblems whick have considerably
creased in imporiance since the
ar.. The development of popular
fucation and mew. regulations for

te economy. The duty of feeding

people will be the first care ‘of
ministry.”

TTLE AT KUT-EL-AMARA,

Despatches Indicate Great

Activity There.

LONDON, Dec. 25.—The follow-
ng official communication conecern-
ing the operations’ in Mesopotamia
was issued:

#During the night British aero-
planes successfully bombed the
enemy’s river craft west of Kut-el-
Amara. Strong rcconnaissances were
made to the west of the Shumran
During the last
few days the enemy’s positions about
Sannayyat and Kut and his shipping
west of the latter place were heavily

mbarded with satisfactory results.

Y
cial

| The bridge over the Hai River, near
; Its Junciion with the Tigris, was de-

stroyef by our fire.”

Unaware of Peace Talk,
LONDON, Dec. 25.—Out of a
group of German prisoners taken on
one section of the British front
only a non-commisisoned officer
had heard anything of the Ger-

man Emperor’s peace proposal. This !ment hgs announced that no letters

circumstance, coupled with the fact
that there have been absolutely mno
demonstrations from any part of the
German trenches, caused much spec-
ulation among the British officers as
to whether, despite the Emperor’s
address to his troops, the new peace
overtures have been permitted. to
reach the me&xll actually engaged on
the fighting line.

Documents captured within the
last few days repeatedly mention
the audacity and initiative of the
allied airmen, and Field Marshal von
Hindenburg is quoted as having
issued orders that the supremacy of
the air must be sharply contested.
According to these doouments, the
German chief of staff has ordered
that whére the German lines are
crossed by hostile aviators German
machines must penetrate an equal
distance over the allied lines. There
have been only a comparatively few
hours of good flying weather in the
last week, but numerous combats
have taken place, twenty being
fought in' one afternoon on a certain
sector. P

Strong Tribute to Britain,

NEW YORK, Dec; 25.—Members
of the New England Society of the

.City of New York celebrated at their

annual dinner the 296th anniversary
of the landing of the Pilgrims. Fran-
cis Lynde Stetson, retiring president
of the society, paid a tribute to the
part Great Britain is taking in the
great war. S

“I believe that through the mo-.
ther’s mighty and mortal struggle

there will be preserved the principles
of libérty and civilization which

moved New England in ifs infancy,4-

and which to-day underlie the very
existence of that America that we
love and would serve first of all,” he
said.

f full constitu- -

| Ont., instead of Kitchener,
| less of the fact that the name of that

his|

The herd
will be sold to a soap manufacturer
by direction of the court. :

NEW ¥ORK,  Dec. 25— Mrs. F.
Sheehy Skeffington, widow of the
Irish editor who wasghot during the
Dublin uprising;, = has reached this
country and is practically in retire-
ment at the Hotel Earle, 103 Waver-
ly Place, according to The . Evening
Sun. She is in an extremely nerv-
ous condition and will see no one
except intimate friends.

Thesge friends are planning an ex-
tensive lecturing campaign for her
as soon as she recovers sufficiently
to go on the platform.

British Retake El Arish.

-LONDON, Dec. 25.—El Arish,
ninety miles east of the Suez Canal,
was captured last Thursday ‘by the
British,

El Arish is a fortified town of
Egypt, on the Mediterranean, near
the frontier of Palestine. It is a
town of less than 20,000, in territory
which had been held by the Turks
since the ti of their invasion of
Egypt and unsuccessful attack on
the Suez Canal.

Drafis for Front. -

LONDON, Dec. 25:—Although bat-
talions are compelled to Be broken
up on arrival here from Canada, it is
notified that reinforcements will
ouly be drafted overseas to units
from the same Canadian province as
the recinforcements belong to. The
above means, for instance, that Que-
bec battalions will not be kept up to
strength by drafts from Ontario
units, as has been complained of.

Must Forget Berlin, »
OTTAWA, Dec. 25.—Many persons
continue sending letters to Berlin,
regard-

place and post-office has been official-
ly changed. The Post-office Depart-

addressed to “Berlin’” will be deliv-
ered, but will be returned to the
senders marked ‘“No such post-office
in Ontario.” 3
German U-Boat is Sunk,

PARIS, 25.—The German subma-
rine U-45 has been sunk by destroy-
ers, according to a Nantes despatch.
The U-45 recently sank steamers off
St. Nazaire.

of Kimp, e -
where heightpositions Wy
ed, is anndunced by the

official statement.

A violent battle is in
Northern Dobrudja, where
sive »was assumed by the
the Central Powers, whieh
carried ‘several heights, but la
were driven from a portion of '
captured ground. Russiah attacks
in eiforts to gain control of the re-
maining heights are going on, The
Russian official statement said:

“On the left bank of the Danube,
north of Buzen, engagements took
place with our advanced detach-
ments. Between the Buzeu-Rimnik
and the Insu-Racovitzeri highroads
firing between advanced infantry de-
tachments and artillery duels - are
proceeding. The enemy, about a re-
giment' strong in infantry and cav-
alry, js advancing on both sides of
the Insu-Racovitzeri highroad, but is
being held by our fire, On the Ber-
lita-Stankuca - front the enemy has
pressed baek our advance guard.

“In Dobrudja the enemy assumed

‘| the offensive on the front from the

Danube to Bachkoi, in the neighbor-
hood of Balabanica and Bachnoi bhe
Bucceeded in occupying a series of
heights. The enemy was dislodged
from several heights by our counter-
attack, and for the domination of the
rest the battle is continuing.

“On the Black Sea one of our sib-
marines sank, near the Besphorus, a
steamer and twelve sailing vesséls.”

Field Marshal von Mackensen, re-
sponding to a telegram of Emperor
William, offering congratulations ox
the capture of Bucharest, says:

“Bucharest was one goal, but not
the final one.”

electing a Name. o
“I think' I'll start a magazine to be
called Umbrage.” :
“Why that somewhat unusnal name?”
“People are so apt to take At”

Fresh Water Sharks.

The great Lake Nicaragua and. the
Rio Grande, which connects it with the
Caribbean, are-inhabited By one of the
few fresh water &pecies of shark
knowa in the \world, g

Tue Centaunr Company.
MONTREALLNEW YORK:
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GASTORIA

rug cENTAUR COMPARY,

NEW TERM
ANNOUNCEMENT

The New Year Term will open-Jan. 2, 1917: . Do

®you want to qualify for an office position ?

ere: -

never was a time when the large city tirms need--

¢d so many trained bookkeepers, stenographers, .
etc. a8 a glance at the “Want-ad” cohimns of such:
papers as the Mentreal Star, Winnipeg Free Press,
Toronto Telegram, etcz, will show.

We shall have a- large enrollment in_January ;.

perhaps you had better start in fiow.

Civil Sey-

vite examinations every Novemb_er and May.

Send for catalogue.
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BROCKVILLE BUSIN‘ESS.FC'OLLEGE

: Temporary Office, Vigtoria Hall, . .
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e |
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22.4F not. why?.
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