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It Will Stop the Spoils System in Canada
| l.XCr. the plan at direct 
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ceetoieed aa article os Ibe referendum 
by K. A iVnaa. asd W. D. McCracken 
•rale a terica oI letters os Ibe iaitielive 
aad rcfeeenrlum for Ibe New Verb Keening 
Pml, and followed Ibrm sitb «Hides in 
at bee paginations Is l*SI-t many 
•ntm took up Ibe asbjeet. and lhe first 
direct legidalivs organitalion is America 
•aa formed is Newark is IW There ia 
eow a National Direct l^egiJalios League 

Mart Ike early nineties there has been 
aa mark arillen os the asbjeet that today 
it refaire» air or eight pages of small type 
to record the title* d the book* and 
leading art idea ahieb have liees published 
IB the tailed State* and < anada. That 
there ia nothing partitan about the 
movement is shown by the fart that it 
baa received support from the press 
ef all shades of political perlitanship 
la some of the state* in the union it ha* 
been made a plank in the platform of 
every party in the state. In KngUml the 
foaservalire party has stated the refer­
enda*» as one of its leading aims, and in 
Australia a powerful movement is on 
foot to secure the obligatory referendum 
ia fane of any deadlocks or legislative 
disagreement betueen the two bouses 

Endorsed by Leader* of Thought 
Among the supportera of direct legis­

lation are euch men as John Wanamaker. 
William J. Bryan. John J. Woolley, the 
prohibitionist. Samuel Gompers. labor 
leader.Dr. Lyman Abbott, Lord Salisbury, 
lord Roeebvry, William Dean Howells. 
Arthur J. Balfour, lion. Robert Treat 
Paine. Jr. and Frances E. Willard.

William Dean Howells wrote “I am 
Altogether in favor of the initiative and 
ref ere mi urn as the only means of allowing 

really to lake part in making 
their lass and governintpHdiemscUrs.

A letter from Itev. Lyman Abbott 
plaint these words; " lu my judgment 
the remedy for Ibe evils of democracy 
“ democracy; a fresh appeal from 
'■* to the many, from the managers 
talbe people. I believe in the referendum 
f*!* •'thio limits Ibe initiative because 
* *• °w form of this appeal from the few

The lion Jobe Wane maker wrote. 
**l heartily appro*e ef Ike idee ef griieg 
the people e *rlo on corrupt legislation 
The mot entent to secure for I be people a 
more direct and immediate ceetrul ever 
legislation shall bate my support | 
très! sut h a eoteersl aiH reseise the 
thoughtful attention at all who would 
improse ear political aad industrial 
renditions. I am willing la treat publie 
questions te the intelligence and con­
science at I he people

Era aces E. Willard, president at the 
World’s Womans' < hristian Tempera era 
l nine, wrote ”1 believe in direst 
legislation and think it ia so greatly 
needed that language cannot ri press 
the dira necessity under sbkb ec find 
ourselves. The reign at Ibe people is 
the one thing my soul desires te sea;

because they have lost control ef their 
go*eminent. Ibe most powerful instru­
mentality for the creation and distribu­
tion at nenlth in sarietv Its government 
must be recovered by the American 
people, peaceably if pensable, bet it 
meat be recovered- Direct legialatiee 
would be the ideal means for Ibis peaceable 
resolution If the revelation ia la be 
accomplished otherwise, direct legists 
lien edl etaed forth in the nee order 
aa Ibe only mesne for repressing the 
popular will that n free psault will esee- 
rise. No future republic will ever repeal 
Ibe mistake of giving its delegates the 
opportunity to become its masters " 

Lord Salisbury. Ibe greet English 
statesman, ban said: *1 believe that 
nothing could opposé a bulwark te pope 
1er passion ever pi no arrangement for

sag remap. Was* need fee*. MeDsaaM. Mss

the reign of the politician ia a publie 
ignominy. I also believe that direct 
legislation is certain to become the great

Çditical issue in the immediate future.
he people are being educated hy events. 

They are coming to see that there is no 
hope for reform under the elisting syétem 
of siding.*'

The following et tract is from a letter 
written by Henry D. Lloyd, author of 
** Wealth Against Common* milk”:

“ Direct legislation—tig- initiative and 
referendum—must lie supported by every 
believer in free gw* eminent . . . The
people have carelessly allowed their 
delegates in party, corporation and 
government to become their rulers, 
snd now they are awakening to the 
startling fact that the delegate has be­
come their exploiter. The people are 
losing control of their mean* of subsistence

pipits sill is so vertige __ __
From abmdule king te sovereign people - 
that ia the fundamental movement at
Ibe age. and do yen think it si stop 
part way F WèM ferma that the kings 
aad emperors and artetorearie* ef Earner 
have not here able la mat* be held .a 
rbrvk by a fee pelilwsane and jljg—Itl 
Sol if Ibe people continue te think 
Net if Ibe press and the school can be 
kept from the ar beavers' central. If

net slop -if the evnlelian ef equably 
•a go*re»meet docs eat cease, direct 
legislation most

deliberate and careful reference of aay 
matter in dispute to the votes of the

Direct Legislation Must Come
The late Professor Prank Parsons 

writes In bis book. "The City for the 
People”: **A little more than e hundred 
years ago every nation in the civilised 
world see under an absolute aristocracy. 
The past century ha* been full of tre­
mendous movement in the direction of 
democracy; 1775 all absolute rtMtaarcbr; 
IN7J not an absolute government in 
America or Flurofie, except in Itussie 
and Turkey; all the rest on the high 
ground of constitutional government, 
with representative houses and wide 
suffrage, or still further up the slope 
where kings and nobles absolutely vanish, 
with.a few almost at the top. where the

It ha* rent ia 
NeilecHaed and to a large estent in 

is ward to sema estent in 
and Praam, is vigorwedy de­

in New Zealand and Australia, 
and ia bossed to coma hem. and ia eveey 
other country where the trend te demo­
cracy ia strong, because there is no «
way ia which the rule ef lb* few----
be entirely supplanted by the role at tbs 
many " ’

Aa idea at bow the movement far 
direct legislation baa grow a .a Ibe Veiled 
Mates may be gained from Ibe fart that 
ia the last few years direct legislation 
amendments or laws bam been introduced 
in almost every legislature is the reentry 
The Mb,sing are some ef the states 
where direct legislation measure* hem 
been introduced Indiana. Ohio. Michi­
gan. Wi»r pews. North < aroliea. Dele- 
ware. New Jersey. Maine. Moeeecbeeetta. 
Missouri. Minnesota, Iowa, Kansas. 
Nebraska. < dorado. Washington. Mon­
tons. Idaho. New York. Illinois. North 
and Sooth Dakota. Montana. Idaho. Ore­
gon. Washington. California aad perhaps 
elsewhere In some states vigorous work 
has been done for the referendum at 
•very opportunity sinew l*P4 la a 
number of rases the measure baa passed 
one bouse and ia some rases both bourne, 
but failed for lark of a H vote or far 
some other reason, la still other cases, 
the bill came within a few votes of passing 

Mouth Dakota was the first state to 
embody, ia November, lag*, consti­
tutional provisions for Ibe initiative aad 
referendum Oregon was the second 
state to pas* a constitutional amendment 
for direct legislation which was adopted 
on June, 4, HHXi. by a vote at 47.S7* to 
lfi.735 The people <t (hem are now 
proving the educational value of their 

; legislative responsibility. A committee 
«4 IM fitisene baa only recently drawn 
up a bill for new constitutional amend­
ment*. thank* to the freedom of initiative 
accorded them. It is " Designed to 
provide a system by which the conduct 
•4 «tale and county government may he 
made as efficient and economical a* the 
management by the ri linen* of their 
private business.”

Prevented a Franchise Grab
An instance of the benefits of the refer­

endum was recently afforded in Kansas 
City where the people, kith their votes, 
prevented • franchise grab. The exist­
ing franchises of the Kansas City Street 
Car Company will expire in 19*5. Taking 
time by the forelock, the company sought 
an extension of *0 years, carrying tbeir 
monopoly dowe to 1051. This was

Eranted by the council and approved 
y the mayor, but was checked by the 
referendum. The ordinance made little 

or no provision for public protection, 
and it re-enacted all legal righto' as to 
fares which the company now here.

The late Professor Frank Parsons, 
in W. book. ”Tke City for tke People,” 
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