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It Will Stop the Spoils System in Canada

YINCE the plan of direct
leghvlation has been on
dorsed by the grest ma
jority of Grain Growers

Associations, and | nited
Farmers' | nions in Man
toba, Saskatchenan and
Alberta it has becume
s subject of live, pul
saling interest Lo Lhe
members The aysiem
proposed of the initistive, referendum
sad recnll has been acclaimed by nine
teaths of those who have had the matler
sed 1o them as & remedy for the
present day legidative evils

fu view of thas, then, it nill be opportune
to trace the beginnings of effective thought
on Lhis subject, and to examine the pro-
press of its advancement in the wurld
to the preseal Lime

The drift of pullic sentiment towards
the extension of the inilislive and
referendum is shown by the ecarly
srticdes written upon the subject in
1898 Professor A Dicey of Oxford
Upiversily wrole on the referendum in

The Nation: ™ in 1888 Hoyd Winchester,
L. 8. Minister 1o Switzerland, began to
write aboutl Swiss institutions: Professor
Berngrd Moses in the following year
published an essay op The Federal
Government of Switzerland” and Sir
Francis Adams’ “Swiss Confederation”
slso appeared in 1889

In 1990 the “Universal Reviews"
conlained an article on the referendum
by K. A Freeman, and W. D. MeCrackan
wrole & series of letters on the initintive
and referendum for the New York Evening
Post, and fullowed them with articles in
other publications. In 19012 many
writers touk up the subject, and the first
direct legislation organization in America
was formed in Newark in 1802, There is
sow & National Direct Legislation League

Since the carly nineties there has been
%o much wrillen on the subject that today
It requires six or eight pages of small h'p;
to record the titles of (he bLooks and
leading articles w hich have | cen published
' the Lnited States and Canada. That
there is nothing partizan about the
movement is shown by the fact that it
bas recrived support from the press
of all shades of political partizanship
In some of the states in the union it has
been made a plank in the platform of
every party in the state. In England the
fonservalive party has stated the refer-
endum as one of its leading aims and in
"\M:-’lhl a powerful movement is on
l:ﬂn\n secure the obligatory referendum

se of any deadlocks or legislative

disagreement between the two houses

Endorsed by Leaders of Thought

Among the supporters of direct legis-
‘Wlion are such men as John Wanamaker,
William J. Bryan, John J. Woolley, the
probibitionist, Samuel Gompers,
Tlvm. Dr. Lyman Abbott, Lore
\;1": Rosebery, William Dean Howells,
~ ur J. Balfour, Hon. Robert Treat
mine, Jr. and Frances E. Willard
h\\|.|um Dean llowells wrote | am
:.’"n'!hrv n favor of the initiative and
”’:fvm:-jm s the only means of allowing
!ku’k‘l" e really Lo take part in making

r Iu-l and governingthemsel ves. "
Nmuldlrr from Rev. Lyman Albott
- us Lhese words: “lu my judgment

remedy for the evils of demueracy

" more democrac
y: alr
the few to ¢ e esh appeal from

labor
| Salisl 3
Salisbury,

: any . from the managers
I';:‘b’-l:;‘iﬂt . 1 believe in the referendum
it Iln.e‘!':r limits the initiative because

o the “.’m”ol this appeal from the few

Something about the Growth of Direct Legislation ; What it hag
Accomplished ; What the Leaders of Thought Think of it; How &
Destroys the Power of Legislators to Legislate for personal ends;
Its Tremendous Advantage over the present system by means of
which Party Success means Power to Mould the Laws of the Country

The Hon. John Wanamaker wrote
“1 heartily approve of the iden of giviag
the people a velo on corrupt legislation
The movement Lo secure for the people
more dircet and immediate control over
legislation shall have my support |
trust such & movement will receive the
thoughtful attention of all whe would
improve our political and industrial
conditions. | am willing to trust public
questions to Lhe intelligence and con
science of the people™

Frances E. Willard, president of the
World's Womans' Christian Temperance
Union, wrote: “1 believe in  direct
legislation and think it is so greatly
needed that language cannot express
the dire necessity under which we find
oursclves. The reign of the people s
the one thing my soul desires lo see;

because they have lost control of their
government, the most powerful instre-
mentality for the creation and distribe
tion of wealth in society. Ity goverament
must be recovered by the American
peuple, pesceally i possible, but It
must  be Direet  legislation
would be the ideal means for this peaceable
revolution. I the revolution is to be
sccomplished otherwise, direct legisla
tion will stand forth in the new order
as the only means for expressing the
popular will that a free ;nu’-lo will exer
cise. No fulure republic will ever repeat
the mistake of giving its delegates the
u;.rwlumly to become its masters.’
wrd  Salisbury, the great Eaglish
statesman, has said: "1 believe that
nothing could oppost a bulwark to popu
lar passion excepl sn arrangement for

recovered

H. Balley and Pamily, Willow Bend Farm, MeDonald, Man

the reign of the politician is a public
ignominy. | also believe that direct
legislation is certain to become the great
political issue in the immediate future
The people are being educated by events
They are coming Lo see that there is no
hope for reform under Lthe existing sydtem
of voting.”

The following extract is from a letter
written by llenry D. Lloyd, author of
“Wenlth Agrinst Commonwenlth™

“ Direet legislation—tlg initintive and
reflerendum—must be supported by every
believer in free government . The
people have carclessly allowed their
delegates in  parly, corporation and
government to become Lheir rulers,
and now Lhey are awakening to the
startling fact that the delegate has be-
come their exploiter. The people are
losing control of their means of subsistence

deliberate and careful reference of any
matter in dispute to the votes of the
people.”

Direct Legislation Must Come

The late Professor Frank Parsons
writes in his book, “The City for the
People™”: *“ A little more than a hundred
years ago every nation in the civilized
world was under an absolute aristocracy.
The past century has been full of tre.
mendous movement in the direction of
democraey; 1775 all absolute mwnarchy;
1875 not an absolute government in
America or Europe, except in Hussia
and Turkey; all the rest on the high
ground of constitutional government,
with representative houses and wide
suffrage, or still further up the slope
where kings and nobles absolutely vanish,
with.a few almost at the top, where Lhe

seople’s will s sovervign all the time
rom absclute hing to sovervign people
that s the Tundamental movement of
the age; and do you think it will stop
part way? Wil forees that the kings
and emperors and aristocracies of Rurope
have not been able 1o resist be held in
cheek by o few politicians and plutocrats!
Not ¥ the people continue 1o think
Not if the press and the school can be
kept from the schemers’ contrel. N
the movement toward demooracy doss
ot stop—il the evolution of equality
n government does nol cease, direct
legislation must come. It has come in
Switserland and 1o & large extent in
Amerien, s wsed 1o some extent in
Eagland and France; is vigorousdy de
manded in New Zealand and Australia,
and is bound to come here, and in every
other country where the trend to deme-
cracy s strong, because there is no other
way in which the rule of the few can
be 'uh‘vvl, supplanted by the rule of the
many

An idea of how the movement for
direct legislation has grown in the United
States may be gained from the fact that
in the last fow years direct legislation
amendments or laws have been introduced
in almost every legislature in the country
The following are some of the states
where direct legislation measures have
been introduced:  Indiana, Obio, Michi-
gan, Wisconsin, North Carclioa, Dels-
ware, New Jersey, Maine, Massachusetts,
Missouri, Minnesots, lows, Kanses.
Nebraska, Colorado, Washington, Mon-
tana, ldaho, New York, llinois, North
and South Dakota, Montana, Idabo, Ore-
gon, Washington, California and perhaps
clsewhere.  In some states vigorous work
has been done for the referendum ot
every opportunity since 1804 In »
number of cases the measure has passed
one house and in some cases both houses,
but failed for lack of & &3 vole or for
some other reason. In still other cases,
the bill came within a few votes of passing

South Dakota was the first state to
embody, in November, 1808, consti-
tutional provisions for the initistive and
referendum.  Oregon
stale Lo pass & constitul
for direct legislation which was adopted
on June, 4, 1906, Ly a vote of 47,078 1o
16,735. The people of Oregon are now
’.r-.\m‘ the educational value of their
egislative responsibility. A committee
of 18 citizens has only recently deawn
up & bill for new l-m-liluliun.{nmrml-
ments, thanks to the freedom of initiative
wecorded them. It s “Designed to
provide a system by which the conduct
of state and counly government may be
made as efficient and ecconomical as the
management by the citizsens of their
private business.”

Prevented a Franchise Grab

An instance of the benefits of the refer.
endum was recently afforded in Kansas
City where the people, #ith their votes,
prevented a franchise grab. The exist-
ing franchises of the Kansas City Street
Car ( ump-n'y will expire in 19025, Taking
time by the lorelock; the company sought
an extension of 20 years, carrying their
monopoly down to 1051, his  was
granted by the council and approved
by the mayor, but was checked by the
referendum. The ordinance made litile
or no provision for public protection,
and it reenacted all legal rights as lo
fares which the company now have

The late Professor Frank Parsons,
in his book, “The City for the People,™

Contimaed on page 30




