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IRRESPONSIBLE POWER.

An Executive Independent of the Control of Parliament—The Aim of the Borden Administration.

HE Borden Government has sought to wrest at least was that of unduly jufluencing constituencies
t'fmm Parliament rights and pr}\'ﬂcges “'hlm’h(‘ at election times.
constitute the real safeguards of B peopies | i i i
liborties. . Tt aim has been to grasp a0 independent The Gover@ent .Ra.l‘lwa.y Br?.nch Lmes. Bill.
control in expenditure of public moneys, and to S0 The same motive 18 disclosed in the action of the
fashion legislation that Parliament may be ignored, | Go ernment with respect t0 a Bill introduced at the last

instead of consulted, in the administration of public | session empowering the ministry to ‘‘construct, pur-
affairs. Where it has been possible to gain independent |
control by withholding legislation this has been done; | am ; : 1 :
to assist in retaining independant control, the closure | railway station, railway termn_w,l, railway ferry or
has been provided as an instrument to gilence | other railway work in the provinces of Quebec, Ne\ﬁ
criticism and prevent exposure. The design has been ] Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island,

so deliberate and comprehensive as to constituteha | without first obtaining any authorization from Parlia-
conspiracy agai art of those who | ment. r g
for tll)le tizrneggé?z; %fvgeggég (;Irlltﬁ'}xlxest%d with the duty | The Liberal Opposition, both in the House of Com-
of Government. The aim is to transform the Executive | mons and in the Senate, were wholly agreeable to
into a political machine, and to PosSesS it indefinitely & granting to the Government power to construct, lease,
of irresponsible power.’ | or purchase branch lines of railway, but 't was pointed
In all important measures introduced by the | out that to give the (}ovemment this power without
Government there has been this distinguishing feature | requiring, in the first instance, ratification by Parlia-
that they have sought to secure from Parliament the | ment was 1o render the Executive independent of
appropriation of enormous sums of money and to make | Parliamentary control. ) : _
the expenditure of these sums subject only to the power In the Senate the Bill was amended by the insertion
of order-in-council, which is but another name for the | of the words, “provided however that svery such lease
Cabinet itself ¥, or contract of purchase shall be laid before'Pa,rhament
: for ratification.” This amendment, it will be seen,
The Highways’ Aid Bill. | in no way deprived the government of the right either
The Highways’ Aid Bill, introduced at the first and | to lease oOF to purchase under this Act. The condition
|
|

chase, lease or otherwise acquire, in whole or in part,

any line or lines of railway, branch line, railway bridge,

second sessi arli ‘nvolved the approp- was a most salutary one, and involved no }umtmg of
riation of 3?(1)1, %ozfo(I))ow‘ﬁlil;lM:i%nto’fH}gh:l }figh\x};a.ys IoIf) t}?e the powers asked for other than a recognition by the
Dominion. Parliament was willing to vote the money | Government of their l_'espon51b111ty to Parliament.
for the purpose desired provided the money was dis- | But notwithstanding this, an effort was made at the
tributed among the se’\'era,l Provinees in proportion | instance of the Government 11 the Senate to have tl}e
to their population, and administered by the proper | amendment ruled out on the pretence that the Bill
Departments of the 'several provincial Administrations. ’\ was a money bill and that the Senate, ‘_chex:efore, had
The Borden Government professed to be willing to | no power to amend it. Thisfictitious objection having
have the money distributed among the Provinces in | been over-_ruled by the Liberal majority in the Senate,
proportion to their population but, stubbornly refused | and the Bill amended in the words quoted, the Govern-
to allow one cent to be voted unless the whole expendi- | ment then refused to accept the amendment, and re-
ture were placed under its absolute and exclusive | fused, as suggested by the Liberal Opposition, to even
control, and this notwithstanding the fact that the| agree to a conference with the Senate concerning it.
exercise of such authority would have involved & dis- | Rather than be subjected to the control of Parliament
regard of the evident intention of the British North | in any particular, the Admmlstra.tlon'abandoned the
America Act, in accordance with which the control of | Bill altogether, disclosing, thereby, n the clearest
the highways’ is exclusively a Provincial matter. | manner possible, that the design of the Government
By twice refusing to accept the amendment made | in this measure was not so much the welfare of the
by the Senate to the effect that the money when voted public as the gaining of irresponsible power.
should be allotted to the Provinces to be spent by them, The Aid to Agriculture Act.
and in refusing to accept the proposal of the Liberals &

made at the c i - the current During the last session of _Pa.rliament, the Govern-
year the a,rr(;}.\(:lsx(itgf git ?glstsilorihtqc}\feo t?ifsﬁnt\gtes to be | ment obtained as an aid to agriculture an approprm.txon
assigned to the several Provinces, the Government | of $10,000,000 to be expended over a period of ten
made it perfectly plain that the desire in the pl.Oposed | years. By securing the appropriation 1n this form,
legislation was not to further the end professed, SO the Government has succegded in rendering the execu-
much as to obtain from Parliament ten millions of | tive independent of Parliament so far as possessing
dollars which might be expended without further itself of this enormous Sul and avoiding the necessity
parliamentary control, when how and where, the | of goingito Parliament for annual appropn?.tlons_for the

ow;lei'lnment pleased. : Y succeled'mg mnel lyefﬁs 11353 gonﬁernedt.’ I;c x?t;nrér:lmcx:)% gloel

‘he int; : - i f the by- | su ies annually that Parliament ge s r

election hfo%%(:lt’éﬁn ?{fe;}flfegm :Ifdthghtelm;:rgmgses }cr)f ov%gthe Executive. In the power to withhold supplies
government supporters made plain that one purposeé lies the measure of its conrol. This power as respects



