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Hore thun 100 years before the invention of the Bale
loom by the Brothars Nomtgolfier (17&3) a renarkable work,
forcuhadowing the balloon, had been writtem by a Jesuit Pricat
named Francie Lans, The work was entitled, *Prodrome dell?
Arte Maestraand was published in Brescia in 1670, The book
contained * A demonctiration, how it is practicully possible
to make u ship, which shall be sustained by the alr, and may
be moved either by sails or oars®, The sppearance of the
work made a geefound impressien upon the world at the time
and is probadly responsidle for the axprecsion asrial "navie
gation® which has persistod domn %o the present day. All
works dealing with the history of Aesropnantics refer to Wather
Lana®s book, dut nome, 30 far as I know, have quoted from the
work itself, o that the beek im enly knowm by its title and
by the picture of Father Lana's machine which has been widely
roproduced.

On the 20th of May 1879,and again on the 5th of
June 1679, Dr. Hobert Hooke rend before the Reyal Bociety
of England a translation of & pertiom of Pauther Lana's boek

"Prodromo®, This translatiom, with the renarks of Dr, Hooke

concerning it was publiched in a work cntitled, *Dr. Hooke's

Tracts and Collections 1674=1679%, n copy of which may be

found in the Besten Public Library.
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