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lfa--'ar So«k of 1670.

More than 100 year» before the invention ef the Hal» 
loon by the brothers Montgolfier (1763) a remarkable work, 
foro«hadowing the balloon, had been written by a Jesuit Priest 
naned Prancle Lane.» The work was entitled, •Prodrome 4elV 
Arte Maeetra*and was published in Brescia in 1670. The book 
contained ■ A demonstration, how it le practically possible 
to noke a ahlp, which shall be sustained by tho air, an1 nay 
bo nowed either by 89.11s or our»*. The 4 ? ouranee of the 
work wade a fMfound Ibj rooaien upon the world at the tine 
and 1» probably responsible for the ojqrccslon aerial ■navi- 
gstlom* which has perelotod down to the present day. All 
works dealing with the history of Aeronautics refer to Vkther 
Lana9» book, but none, so far as X know, have quoted from the 
work Itself, so that the book Is only known by its title *nd 
hy the picture of Father Lana*e nachine which has been widely
reproduced.

On the 29th of May 1679, and again on the Sth of 
June 1679, Dr. libbert Hooke read before the Heyal ftociotjr 
of England a translation of * portion of Father Lan**» bosk 
•Prodrono*. This translation, with the remarks of Dr. Hooke 
concerning It fn* published in a work entitled, *Dr. Hooke9» 
Tracts and Collections 1674-1679", a copy of which be

found In the Beaten Public Library.
A f« year. a#,. »t ^ r.qu..t, Ur. ïd-ln P.

vlev-.,(l th. itosten Public library and rad* * coF> ef Ho°*“ "


