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"'The Prayer of Faith.
The arrow that doth upward fly,
Till loet within the vaulted aky,
Descends again, with quickening force,
To earth from whence it took its course

The lark, upepringing with the day, 
Hymuing aloft hi* joyous lay,
Soon pauses in his glad refrain,
And drooping, sinks to earth again.

The eagle, that with undimmed sight, 
Wings toward the sun his daring flight, 
Weary at length, descends to rest 
Within his airy, rock-bound nest.

But prayer, the prayer of faith, doth rise 
Beyond the clouds, beyond the skies ;
Nor stays it in its heavenward flight 
Till it bath reached the realms of light.

Ascending to the Father’s throne,
Jesus presents it as his own :
Gracious acceptance findeth there 
The Saviour’s interceding prayer.

—American Messenger.

The Cornish Prayer-Meeting.
El BEY. J. T. BARR.

« Whet were it now to tow upon the waves,
The maddening waves, and know no succor near , 
The howling of the storm alone to hear,
And the wild sea that 10 the tempest raves 
To gaze upon the horrors of the night,

' And only see the billows gleaming light "•
Revivals of religion have been of fre­

quent occurrence in Cornwall since the es­
tablishment of Methodism in that distant 
part of the country by the venerable Wes­
ley. Among the vest number of conver­
sions which have taken place during the last 
half century, how many instances might he 
selected, as illustrative of the mighty power 
of the gospel in arresting the sinner in bis 
guilty and downward career ! How many 
examples might be recorded as exhibiting 
the efficacy of divine grace in softening the 
hardest hearj, and in pouring into the dark­
est and most benighted mind the light of 
heavenly truth ! The following affecting 
ease which occurred many years since, will 
be read with interest Some of the inci­
dents were communicated to me by a friend, 
who was acquainted with the parties ; and 
other particulars, embodied in the narrative,
1 gathered from various persons, during my 
residence in the country.

Charles------ , and bis wife Sarah, imme­
diately after their marriage, retired to a 
decent cottage, situated in a straggling vil- 
lage near the sea-side, on the northern coast 
of Cornwall. Though brought up in a 
country so highly favored by Divine Provi­
dence for Christian ordinances, and where 
the gospel of Christ had made such rapid 

progress, they were utter strangers to true 
religion. Meitner ot them uad ever attend­
ed a place of worship, «nor had they ever 
bowed the knee at the altar of devotion.—
It was no wonder that they were ignorant of 
the rudiments of Christianity ; (or God was 
not in all their thoughts. It had been cur­
rently reported that Charles, in his youthful 
days, had been an intrepid smuggler, and 
that by his illicit traffic in disusing of con­
traband goods he bad amassed a consider­
able amount of money. Sarah, previous to 
her marriage, had been in the service of a 
gentleman who was of deiatical principles, 
which may particularly account for her 
present unacquaintance with spiritual things.
Thus, “ having no hope, and without God 
in the world,” this wretched couple contins- 
ued for years to walk in the “ ways of 
their heart, and in the light of their eyes,” 
regardless of a future judgment.

Their cottage, which was situated on an 
elevated part of the village, commanded a 
magnificent view of the Atlantic, whose 
angry billow*, in stormy weather, dashed 
furiously against tire towering cliffs, and 
through the caverns of the rugged rocks, 
with a deafening sound. When the sea was 
smooth and the weather propitious, Charles, 
accompanied by his wife, would often take 
an aquatic excursion in his little boat. This 
practice, for the purpose of amusement, 
was more frequently adopted on the Sab­
bath.

4n the autumn ol 18—, on a beautiful 
^\day afternoon, when the sky was clear, 
anS the bosom of the great deep unusually 
tranquil, he entered his little skiff with buoy­
ant spirits, and singing a profane ditty. The
loveliness of the day, the beauty of the ________
scenery along the coast, and the smoothness j Miscellany. 
pi (he surface of the waters, induced him to j 
row to a greater distance than he had pre­
viously intended. When several miles from 
shore, the wind suddenly changed, the clouds 
began to gather, and some large drops of 
rain speedily descended—terminating at 
length in a violent shower. Presently a 
vivid flash of lightning illuminated the 
gloomy atmosphere, almost blinding the eyes 
of the reckless Sabbath-breakers. This was 
instantly followed by a most terrific peal of 
thunder, which, for several seconds, appear­
ed to stun their ears, and then died away in 
murmuring echoes among the distant rocks.
The sea began to swell, and a white foam 
crested the rising billows.

“O, Charles !” shrieked Sarah, whose 
countenance was pale with fright, “ what 
will become of us?”

•• Keep your seat in the boat," replied 
her husband, “ and I will take you safe to

tion ; and she secretly resolved, if spared 
to see the next Sabbath, to attend, for the 
first time in her life, a place of worship.—

. The Holy Spirit continued to strive with 
i her, deepening her convictions during the 

week ; and on the following Sunday she 
was seated in the bouse of God. listening 

| with marked attention to the truths of the 
gospel. Under the sermon, which was plain 
and evangelical, she wept much. At the 
close of the service, (as a great revival had 
taken placer in the village,) a prayer meet­
ing was announced to be held on the follow­
ing evening, and to be succeeded by similar 
services during the week.

On her return home from the sanctuary, 
she found her husband in morose temper ; 
and he began, in the most indecent langu­
age, to stigmatize the Methodist^ as vaga­
bonds, and their ministers as the agents of 
the prince of darkness.

On the following evening, in opposition to 
the remonstrances of her husband, she at­
tended the prayer meeting. On witnessing 
her distiess, the sympathies of the whole 
congregation were simultaneously awakened. 
Many prayed with her, but apparently in 
vain. It seemed as if the heavens were as 
brass to the petitions offered up. Her soul 
was overwhelmed with sorrow, but she re­
fused to be comforted. In a state of the 
greatest mental disquietude, she returned to 
her comfortless habitation.

“ And have you again dared to go to 
that syoagogue of Satan !” was the langu­
age of her husband, as she entered the cot­
tage. Then raising bis voice to the high­
est pilch, while his countenance assumed a 
most diabolical expression, betraying the 
malignant passions of his mind, he declared, 
with oaths and imprecations, that if she 
ever again ventured within the walls of that 
hated conventicle, he would hasten to the 
chapel, and drag her out by force, in the 
presence of the saintly hypocrites ! Un­
daunted by his threats, and preferring the 
salvation of her soul to her personal safety, 
she signified her intention to go on the fol­
lowing evening ; declaring, with tears in her 
eyes, that live she would not in her present 
state. She accordingly went ; and, imme­
diately on entering the chapel, fell on her 
knees, and with hands lifted towards hea­
ven, and eyes streaming with tears of gen­
uine contrition, supplicated her pardon and 
reconciliation with God. Nor did she 
wrestle long without receiving the blessing. 
The eye of her faith was raised to Calvary. 
A sense ol her utter helplessness strength­
ened her desires to cast herself at the foot 
of the cross ; and, while pleading the merits 
of a bleeding Saviour, her heart was light­
ened its load. Pardon was sealed upon 
lier heart, and she was filled with peace and 
joy in believing. The beautiful doxology 
whs immediately sung by the rejoicing as- 
uomblyi uiitl the gloijr vf the IligÜCSl seCID-
ed to till the place.

It was at this particular juncture that the 
husband of Sarah entered the chapel—rage 
depicted on his features, and fury burning 
in his soul. With rapid strides he walked 
up the aisle, in search of his wife- The 
singing continued. The happy counten­
ances around him arrested his attention ; 
the heavenly smile which beamed upon the 
lace of bis wife at once disarmed bis perse­
cuting spirit ; and the delightful singing, 
which had never before regaled bis ear, 
tended to soften bis rebellious heart. The 
power of God seemed to arrest him, and, 
looking round in dumb amazement, he sunk 
powerless to the ground, and was soon 
changed from a bold persecutor to an hum­
ble, self-condemned penitent. Feeling him­
self on the brink of destruction, without a 
beam of hope to illuminate the midnight 
darkness of his soul, his cries for mercy 
became loud and continued. For the space 
of two hours be endured the agony of a 
troubled spirit. The prayers of the con­
gregation were offered in his behalf ; and 
when he at length rose from hie knee*, he 
was a “ new creature."

But who can describe the sensations 
« hich pervaded the bosom of the delight­
ed wife, when she beheld her husband, 
whose vengeance she had been apprehend­
ing, now rejoicing in the liberty of the sons 
of God? In the presence of the congrega­
tion, they cordially embraced each other.— 
The scene was peculiarly atfecting. Every 
heart was melted. The voice of prayer 
and praise again resounded through the 
village sanctuary ; and shortly afterwards, 
the meeting was closed.—London Christian

Aad a* the waves continued, with increas­
ed violence, to agitate the frail boat, she 
experienced all the horrors which the pros- 
pect of speedily perishing in the waters 
could inspire. A feeling of deep contrition, 
to which she had hitherto been a stranger, 
extorted from her stricken soul an earnest 
cry for mercy. Casting a despairing look 
yU her husband, who was toiling at the oars, 
ebe wildly exclaimed .

“ It is impossible to reach land ; we shall 
surely perish ; and O, Charles ! what will 
become of our wretched souls'.”

“ Hush ! foolish woman !" was the only 
fèply ; “ trust to my skill. I have encoun­
tered rougher seas than this 1”

Religious Practices of the 
Japanese.

The religious rites of the Japanese like 
their social usages, are peculiar, though 
bearing the evidences of corruption seen in 
every form of pagan worship. Mr. W. C. 
Reed who recently visited Japan to establish 
a mercantile house there, gives the following 
account of their days of rest and their tem­
ples, in a communication to the Journal of 
Commerce : —

“ The religion of this country is as strange 
as the people themselves. Our short stay 
here has not afforded us "much opportunity 
to become conversant with all their avoca­
tions and religious opinions. So far as I 
know of them, l will write you. First, they 
have no Sabbath or weeks, but divide the 
time by moons and half moons. Hence the 
first and middle of every month is observed 
as a day of rest or recreation. On these 
days no appearance of activity is to be seen. 
All the houses are dosed, and the inmates 
spend their time in eating and licentious en­
joyments, to such an extent, the Russians 
say, as to become perfectly abhorrent to an 
enlightened mind. What takes place in 
theh/tiouses on those days I am unable to 
sayfbut I have noticed their excluding 
themselves from the streets on those days. 
Tethples are built all oyer the country, 
where there is a spot sufficiently picturesque 
to meet jheir idea of a temple site. In the 
temple a-priest lives, with as many wives as 
he wishes, and to all appearance leads a life

Fortunately, the wind was favorable and i of licentious debauchery. In front of each 
the tide flowing ; so that, after hard toiling temple is a large bell, which is sounded at 

* i v..»-,.— «..t o. certain hours of the day, or, according to my
observation, at any hour it may suit the 
pleasure of the buns or priests, and that is a 
signal that he goes to pray. None come at

and long buffeting of the waves, they at 
length came safe to the shore.

On passing through the village, with their 
garments thoroughly drenched with rain and
the spray of the sea, they observed many of j the sound of the bell, nor does it appear that 
their neighbors flocking to the Methodist the object is to vail the people in. The 
chapel This sight, which had never before I priest sits down in front of the altar, with a 
produced in her mind a desire to accompany 1 small taper burning, and with a small mallet 

to the sanctuary, now created in the I in one hand and a string of beads in the 
'■■t of Sarah a feeling of self-condemna-1 other, be begins to hum or half sing a

number of words—‘ Am Jam Am,’ at the 1 rection, to convince his disciples that he 
same time striking a wooden bell or tubv, was not a spirit—“ handle me and see, for 
and then a copper one and so alternately for a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye see 
an hour or so, except sometimes he ceases me have.” Tue separate or intermediate 
to strike with the mallet, and rubs the beads ’ state of the soul, was therefore most cet - 
together with both hands, and renders bis tainly believed by the Jewish people, how- 
voice finer or more slow and plaintive.— ever imperfect their knowledge respecting 
This appears to be all the worship they have, ! the nature of that slate may have been.— 
and their belief is, that the priest van and ; And is it not very singular, to say the least, 
must do all the praying. There appears to , if no such state exist, considering the purity 
be no solemnity attached to this service by and simplicity of the Saviour’s character, he 
the people or the priest ; for, if we go into a did not correct the error in the minds of his 
temple daring prayer, the priest gets up and own disciples, whom he was preparing to 
begins to laugh and ask questions, Acs., t„, 
same as though we entered a shop. In 
short, I am informed that the people in gen­
eral have no respect for their priests, but 
treat them es we would some outcast from 
society.”— Christian Observer.

be the religious instructors of the world, 
when so fair an opportunity offered ? But 
that no such correction ever did take place, 
either on the occasion referred to, or after­
wards, is manifest from their subsequent 
writings. They represent the Saviour as 
■aying to the penitent, dying thief, “ To-day 
-halt thou be with me in Paradise.” Ani 
again, *• But as touching the resurrection of

Religion a Necessity. The Californian Sister of Hercy.
Religion is a want of human nature as tm- The Sierra Nevada, in California, is con- religious liberty, and encourage the true 

perative as any other. Food and drink are sidered one of the most fearful regions in friends of the Ilomanist and the foreigner tow 
not more necessary to the health and vigour | the world for travellers. Its deep ravines, - g„ and do likewise.” God’s Word set
of the body than the truth of God, and his ( its solemn gorges, its glaring rocks, and its forth by the living voice or the printed page
worship, to the full development, strength, rushing torrents make it an outlying district shall never return to him void, but shall Br­
and beauty of the mind. ; where men will not go if they can find gold compliah that which he pleases, and prosper

What is the import of all this anxiety I at an easier rate ; and those who do go are | j„ (he thin-; whereto he sent it.— Bible So-
about religion ; this inquiry, this discussion, armed to the teeth, expecting conflicts at ciety Record.

The Intermediate State.
What is the condition of the soul imme- the dead (or a future state of existence)

dlately after death ? On this important 
subject the Scriptures shed no obscure or 
doubtful light. The living, active, conscious 
and intelligent principle within, neither dies 
with the body, nor sleeps in the grave thro’ 
the long night of ages which may intervene 
between death and the resurrection. It 
survives the ruins of the corporeal system 
and enters at once into a state either of 
happiness or misery—a state, not perfect 
indeed, but looking forward for its final con­
summation to its re-union, at the general 
resurrection, with its material partner*— 
Reason, when enlightened by the Scriptures, 
affords some evidence, obscure though it be, 
of the truth of this cheering doctrine. Na­
ture emits no light which would lead to its 
rejection. Though ignorant of its essential 
nature, this ignorance can engender no doubt 
of its capacity for a separate and indepen­
dent existence, when contemplated in rela­
tion to its divine Author. The body itsell 
was originally immortal, and after the revo­
lution of ages, during which it sutlers the 
changes incident to the weakness of its fall­
en state, it is again to he restored to more 
than pristine perfection and become “incor­
ruptible.” For though sown in weakness 
—encompassed by a thousand infirmities, 
subject to disease and death—it shall be 
raised in power, restored to unchangeable 
strength and permanency. If then, as all 
admitting the authority of the Scriptures 
allow, the body, which is now so frail and 
perishing, is to come forth from the'eorrup- 
tions of the grave, strong in immortal ener­
gies,—if the now mortal body, as the poet, 
inspired by Christian faith, so beautifully 
sings— , -W

“-------new rising from the tomb,
With brighter lustre Inr shall shine,
Revive with ever-durlng bloom,
Safe from diseases and decline ;

who can affirm that even a material struc­
tura bas any necessary tendency to decay ? 
considered in relation to the great First 
Cause, there appears no evidence which is 
more opposed to the eternal dur»lion of a 
material than an immaterial lubne. Mat­
ter in its essential nature, so far as we know , 
is absolutely imperishable. God has given 
to all substances, their peculiar nature, anil 
their duration must be wholly dependent on 
HU will. The same almighty energy which 
was necessary to create, must be equally 
nacessary to sustain, whatever be the nature 
of a finite existence. No theory then, res­
pecting the essential nature of the conscious, 
thinking principle within can be brought 
forward to contradict Christian laith on the 
subject of its capacity to survive the disso­
lution of the body by a continued, uninter­
rupted, conscious existence, in a state of in­
creased happiness or mUery, through “ the 
power of an endless life.”

But what foundation has Christian faith 
in this doctrine so intimately connected with 
our tenderest sympathies and dearest hopes ? 
It bas the sure word of prophecy—the direct 
and unequivocal testimony of the inspired 
record. To the reader of the New Testa­
ment, the idea of a spiritual world is as 
familiar, as constantly recurring, as that of 
the material. There are spiritual existences, 
evil and good. A spiritual stale therefore 
does exist. And that the human soul be­
longs to that state, we may inter nut inly 
from its resemblance in its intellectual and 
moral constitution, to the higher oixl- rs ol 
created intelligences, but from the fact l hat 
it bears the image of the Creator, a pure 
and infinite spirit.

To teach the doctrine of the distinct and 
superior nature of the soul with its impor­
tant consequences, is one ot the principal 
objects of a divine revelation. Hence we 
are constantly admonished to direct our 
chief care and attention to the interests of 
the soul. “ Take no thought,” says the 
Saviour, “for the body, what ye shall eat, 
or what ye shall drink, or wherewithal ye 
shelf be clothed ’’—the body is but the in­
ferior part of your nature. “ Fear not them 
that can
kill the soul ; but rather fear him which is 
able to destroy both soul and body in bell.” 
While the body is liable to be destroyed by 
mere human agency, the soul is here de­
clared to be indestructible by any power 
save that of the Deity.

In the Old Testament scriptures, it must 
be acknowledged that the doctrine of a 
future state o-' existence is only obscurely 
revealed by ligh. dimly reflected from types 
and emblematical prophecies, so that in con­
sequence of the vast superiority in this res­
pect, of the new dispensation, it very pro­
perly assumes the credit of having brought 
life
drawing this doctrine forth from the dark­
ness and uncertainty in which it had been 
involved for ages, aad placing it among 
truths absolutely known—still the separate 
and independent state of the soul after death, 
were an almost universal article ol belief in

‘ have ye not read that which was spoken
unto you by God, saying, 1 am the God of “Ppetit® *°r l°°d R*90 blind; an 1 left to it
... * . *. ° . _ . nnlf vnnv. In 1, nin f A n it., nxtrim Aivt
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob ? God is not the God of the 
dead but of the living. This language was 
used in opposition to the Sadducees, who 
denied the doctrine of a future life. Abra­
ham, Isaac and Jacob, are here declared to 
be still living ; but this could be true only 
on the supposition that their souls survived 
the death of their bodies—which was the 
very point the Saviour sought to establish, 
and by which h« overthrew the Saducean 
hypothesis. Again, St. Paul holds the fol­
lowing language : “ Knowing that while we 
are at home in the body, we are absent from 
the Lord."—“ We are willing rather to be 
absent from the body, and present with the 
Lord.” And in his letter to the Phillip- 
piaus he says, “ Having a desire to depart 
and be with Christ, which far better.”— 
Now could the Apostle, with the lea t pro­
priety or truth, have employed such lan­
guage, as the above, had he believed tbe 
soul to have perished with the body, or to 
lie dormant in the grave through long and 
dreary ages, till finally aroused into con­
scious existence by the Archangel’s trump 
at the general resurrection? Who can be­
lieve it ? If this cheerless hypothesis be 
true, death, so far from being a blessed 
transition whereby the weary and suffering 
-aint is borne from the toils and evils of the 
present life, into the presence and bosom ol 
the blessed Jesus, it is a dark surge which 
sweeps away every vestige of his conscious 
existence, to be restored only in the “ final 
restitution of all things ” at the end of lime. 
On this supposition St. Paul is not yet in 
the presence of Christ, and will not be, 
judging from the developments of prophecy, 
lor thousands of years to come. What then 
did he gain by «lying? Nothing—but he 
lost much. lie lost the fellowship of saints, 
the spiritual presence of Christ on earth, 
the indwelling love of the Father and the 
comforts of the divine spirit—wiih the pri­
vilege of doing good, animated and cheered 
by the glorious prospect of an eternal re­
ward. But nothing is more manifest than 
ihat neither Si. Paul nor any other inspired 
Apostle, had any knowledge of such an in­
termediate state of insensibility or annihila­
tion. The martyred Stephen recognised no 
such doctrine as this when looking into the 
opening heavens he beheld the glorified 
Saviour, and commended to him his depart­
ing spirit. No, no, death is not an inter­
ruption, it is only a change in the mode of 
our existence. To the true Christian,

Death ia the gate to endless joy a ”
With that lull assurance of faith which real­
izes this glorious truth, well may he exclaim 
in holy triumph, “ death wber j is thy sling? 
grave where is thy victory ? Thanks be to 
God who giveth us the victory througn our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” “ Thanks be to God 
for the unspeakable gift” of such a faith.— 
—Pittsburgh Christian Advocate.

A Voice to Mothers.—“ Tell the mo­
thers to trust in God.” These were almost 
the dying words of one who had herself been 
a mother in Israel, and who had trained up a 
family of children for tbe service of her Re­
deemer. Some of them had preceded her to 
the heavenly world, giving clear and decisive 
evidence that death to them was everlasting 
gain—others still remain on earth, willing la­
borers in the vineyard of our Lord. “ Trust 
in God ” bad been the secret of her success 
in regard to her own children, and with her 
last breath she w ished to encourage other mo­
thers to bring their little ones to the Saviour. 
He who, when on earth, said, “ Suffer little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them 
not,” is no less ready to receive them now, 
than he was then. "Trust in God ”—believe 
the exceeding great and precious promises be 
has given to parents, and plead them in pray­
er before Him, till all your children are re- 

kïll'tbé tody,"but are"not able to ne*[d in the spirit and temper of their minds,
- - - .................... and become heirs of God, and joint heirs with

Christ Jesus. Mothers, “ Trust in God !"

Dying Words or Salmasics.—Salma- 
sius, one of the greatest scholars of his 
time, saw cause to exclaim bitterly against 
himself when he came to die. “ O !" said 
he, “ I have lost a world of time—time, the 
most precious thing in the world ! Had 1 
but one year more, it should to spent in 
perusing David's psalms and Paul’s epistles.” 
“ 0, Sirs,” said he, addressing those about 
him, “ mind the world less, and God more." 

Reader, see that now you are wise enough
and "immortality“to "light’;'that'is?oi t0 PfrU8e the Wo.rd of, God joa mny
....................... - - - not have to cry, O for but one year to

read it !” when you are about to meet your 
Creator, and give in your account.

Take the dying advice of Salmasius, and 
“ mind the world less, and God more.” 
“ For what is a man profited, if he shall 
gain the whole world and lose his own soul."the popular creed of the Jews, both in the 

days of the ancien t prophets, and in the 
time of our Saviour? Dr. Campbell re­
marks, “ from the practice of witchcraft and 
necromancy, which prevailed among them, 
and the power they ascribed to sorcerers, 
justly or unjustly, it matters not, of evoking 
the gboat* of the deceased." The story ot 
the witch of Endor, related in the first book 
of Samuel, will at once recur to tbe reader’s 
m:nd ; in which neither Saul nor tho in­
spired writer seem to have entertained any 
doubt of the reality of the appearance of 
Samuel’s ghost. Separate human spirits 
are also frequently referred to in the gos­
pel* ; as for example, in the declaration 
that the Sadducees denied the existence of 
either angel or spirit, in opposition to the 
Pharisee*, who acknowledged both—and in

A Beavtifvl Extract.—When trouble 
_ comes, the Christian does not throw down 
his religion : now is the time he needs it 
most. Take from him all of earth, and he 
takes a firmer grasp on Christ. The strick­
en-down and broken-hearted, where are 
they? Hanging around the cross; crying 
out like Job at tbe altar, I will remain here 
and die : or like Job, I will trust in Him 
though He slay me. Look at him in death ; 
a storm opens upon him, clouds and dark­
ness are round about him, a whirl is in his 
brain, he turns to earth a vacant, languid 

; eye, clings firmly to the cross of Calvary— 
and the last thing you hear of him is grace 
unto it, and tbe last thing you see of him is

this strife and contention, if you please, seen 
in all ages and nations ? What is the 
meaning of all these prayers and pæans, all 
these sacrifices and pilgrimages, all these of­
ferings and asceticisms ? W bat is it but the 
outspeaking of innate desires or instincts, 
which cannot be satisfied with the material 
and the temporal ; which stretch out after 
something beyond and higher, to reverence, 
to love, and obey ; which seek, though they 
may not always know it, for the Infinite, tbe 
Spiritual, the Eternal ?

These instincts are, indeed, in themselves 
blind, and may to misdirected. So is tbe

every hour with roving robbers, quarrelsome 
neighbours, or outlaws who have shed too 
much blood to be tolerated in any organized , 
society, in that region, as well as over the . 
exposed plains, and the half-barbaric towns { 
of CalifornuMi woman—a delicately nurtured ;

Congregational Singing.
Ut mil Its ptopls“ L#t mil tlwpro/*# prm*M thee, 0.0od 

prmàe Thee ’’
I low much more solemn, grand and devo-

men and countrywomen, she mourns over 
the moral blight which ruins, in almost 

self, it may take poison for its nutriment, ! every new settlement, the political prospects

lady—is making her way alone, bearing fa-, ljona* 19 lbe s'°Sln8 °* an entire oongrega- 
tigue and hardship, and encountering dan-, Hon, than the performance of a choir, how- 
ger of every sort, in the hope of achieving a ever skilful *nd scientific. I felt thi» differ- 
great social good. This lady’s name is Sa- j cnee, a few Sundays since, when in atten- 
rah Pellatt. She is a native of New Eng-1 danfe ■' a -ffiurch in Fifth Avenue—where, 
land. At any rate, she is best known there, j * w*)* confess, I did not expect to receive 
In common with multitudes of her country |

hit signal of victory in the dark storm ; and
w-s °p”" » •«-“■K

yet it is natural and necessary. It must have 
the guidance and control of reason. The re­
ligious instincts need a guide. Through sin 
the light of truth is obscured in the soul, and 
the mental balance destroyed. Hence all 
the monstrous perversions of the religious 
nature ; hence the degrading superstitions 
that have usurped the place of a pure laith 
and worship, and vainly sought to satisfy the 
soul’s cravings. But the perversion proves 
a truth from which the perversion came. 
The superstition is the corruption of a true 
faith. The shadow proves the substance.

The tact that some contrive to pass along 
without any religion, does ifot invalidate our 
position. It is possible to endure a long 
time a process of moral starvation, by which 
the religious powers are debilitated and 
dwarfed. The eye delights to see. The 
beauties of form and colour were designed to 
give it pleasure. It may, nevertheless, to 
closed to all its beauty, or to utterly put out. 
There are blin 1 men who contrive to pass 
their days will out the priceless boon of visi-

of her nation. Multitudes of Americans 
grieve over tbe spirit and habits which, in 
California, as nearer home, convert the finest 
opportunity of establishing civilisation into 
a dissemination of barbarism ; but this lady 
is not satisfied with grieving. Convinced, 
as our British magistrates are throughout 
tbe land, that nearly the whole amount of 
violent crime proceeds from intemperance, 
she has gone, alone and single-hearted, to 
try what she can do among the Californian 
gold-diggers, to wean them from spirit 
drinking, and raise them out of their gross 
habits and savage passions. Few of tbe 
most robust men in the colony have under­
gone such toil as this self-appointed mission 
ary ; and few of the bravest have had to en­
counter such risks from accident and vio­
lence. Yet, at the last accounts, she was 
safe and well, and busy, and obtaining great 
success in her object. She drops iuto a 
mining hamlet, talks to the men when their 
work is done, or calls them together to a fa­
miliar lecture ; shows them how they waste

on. Yet the health and perfection of the their gains, their health, their respectability, 
eye is ti want of man ; its loss is a sad deform- their file by their indulgence in spirit
tty. The almost universal manifestation of 
the religious element in our race, is there­
fore conclusive, that religion is an impera­
tive want of human nature.

Deprived of laith, the heart is without due 
restraint upon its passions, and without effec­
tual stimulus to the practice of the higher 
and more difficult virtues. Hence, an un­
believing age has always been as prolific in 
the worst and most degraded vices, as it lias 
been barren of exalted virtues. The autho­
rity of Him who possesses all power is re­
quisite to control the turbulence ol evil de­
sire. Human precepts may be good, but 
they lack authority. Legal euactments may 
have authority, but they respect only the 
outward deed—the overt act of sin. They 
go not to the seat of evil, and often fail in 
checking crime from the impossibility of 
discovering and convicting the secret offen­
der. They cannot toutib the culprit who 
works his villany beyond the scrutiny of 
human vision. Religion meets this want by 
its faith in Him whose “ eyes are in every 
place, beholding the evil and the good, "to 
whom “ the night shinetli as the day,” and 
who “ will bring every work into judgment 
with every secret thing.” A faith that brings 
the soul in contact with God, and reveals him 
in bis holiness and love,bis justice and mercy, 
is as powerful a stimulus to the higher and 
sterner virtues, as it is a restraint to the 
practice of popular or secret vices.

Hence, any social or educational system 
that does not recognise faith, conscience, 
reverence and love of God, as essential ele­
ments of human nature, to be developed and 
perfected by appropriate instruction, and a 
formal and pure worship, exhibits irredeem­
able, damning effects.

It also follows that all professions of re­
gard for good morals on the part of those 
who either despise or are indifferent to reli­
gion, are evidence of shallowness or hypo­
crisy. And also, that all attempts at moral 
improvement in a community which do not 
adopt religion as tbe basis of character, will 
always to partial and superficial in their re­
sults.— California Chn. Advt.

drinking; and is so wholly engrossed by her 
object as to drive from other minds, as com­
pletely as from her own, all notion of mis­
construction, or of personal danger, from hu­
man hands. Every hut and tent is opeq to 
her, and the entrance is guarded by men 
who keep sober for her sake. The roughest 
voices are tamed, and the most profane 
speech is purified, where she appears ; and 
tears run in streams from eyes which have 
not wept since the innocent days of child­
hood. Such is her present success, guaran­
teed us she and her disciples believe, by the 
springing up of temperance societies wher­
ever she has been. There she is, purifying 
and redeeming wherever she goes. Every­
where she is revered as a saint, and guarded 
as a sister. “ In all her wanderings among 
the men of the hills,” says an eye witness, 
“ her ear has never been insulted by a liber­
tine remark, nor pained by an unkind word.’

Power of Divine Troth,
in a flourishing town on the Kennebec, the 

following illustration of tbe power of Divine 
(ruth occurred many years ago, in the minis­
terial experience of an aged Congregational 
pa*tor still living, which affords ample en­
couragement to the friends of the Bible 
cause yet to persevere, and to trust in the 
immutability of that injunction and promise : 
“ Ca«t thy bread upon the waters, for thou 
shall find it after many days. In the morn­
ing sow thy seed, and in the evening with­
hold not thine hand, for thou knowesl not 
whether shall prosper, either this or that, or 
whether they shall both to alike good.”

Among the worshippers in the Rev. Mr. 
E------’s church, about a quarter of a centu­
ry since, were a family of seven persons in­
telligent Irish Roman Catholics. They 
were constantly visited by the pastor with 
the rest of his flock, but little or no allusion 
was ever made to the difference of religious 

i opinions between them. As years passed 
away, (tbe sons and daughters having reach­
ed adul: age,) with tbe advance of popula­
tion and ministerial effort, a priest began to

-------------- ----------—- j visit the settlement, who, hearing that his
Christ shall give thee Light.  e|T'ng sheep had attended Mr. E------ ’s mi-

Wbat sweet words to the troubled soul !  nistry, forbade them doing so, as incalcula-
Wbo is it that giveth light? Not our tel- ; b*e evlls ,would ar>se from their necessary 
low-man ; nor an angel; no, not even one ! C0D,HCt wit|> error. The whole family ac- 
of the seraphim. It is Christ. “ There is cordmgly absented themselves from the pub- 
none other name under heaven, given amon- )'C worslliP of God among Protestants, and 
men, whereby we must be saved.” ° I “ut *it,'e wa* seen of them for a consider-

To whom shall light be given ? To thee, able Period- -At length one of the sons fell 
poor, dark, fainting heart ; to thee, whoever SICj ’ Mnd MrL ® „„was 8ent for to rea* 
thou art, and in whatsoever depth of sin — I aod P™* Wl,h b,m- He ht:ar<J and believed, 
If thou but wish, and ask for li-ht it shall , ar,d obla,ned a Prec,ous hoPe before that ho- 
*-—----- ® 1 1 non red instrument committed his mortal

body to the grave. A short time elapsed,

much devotional comforting, owing to my 
j distrust of the spiriluatness of such a fash­
ionable locality. I was a stranger ; and as 
the congregation assembled, and 1 saw no 
face that wore a welcome or n smile tor me, 
1 felt lonely «and dispirited, and could not 
realize that 1 was in my Father’s house.

But presently the organ breathed forth a 
soft, sweet, huslie-1 sound, which seemed to 
say, make ready, tor the Bridegroom cometh, 
prepare your hearts for his dwelling, all ye 
people. Then followed rich drains of har­
mony, Which fell upon the spirit like dew 
upon parched sands—strains so simple that 
they at once |>eneiraled the heart, and yet 
so deep and grand that they raised the soul 
to heaven. There was none of that see­
sawing and alternate dying awaÿ, in which 
most organists delight, and which are so 
painful to a devout spirit ; but all was sub­
dued and solemn, as if in recognition that 
the Lord was in His holy temple.

And then, wtien the simple, fervent prayer, 
had been offered up, and the hymn read, a 
venerable man ot commanding presence 
arose, and standing in front of tbe pulpit, 
commenced to sing ; the whole congregation 
joined, and there swelled out a grand vocal 
chorus, permeated, and sustained, and bound 
together by the po« -rful voice of the organ, 
which irresistibly si -ducd every truant emo­
tion and tore the worshipper's heart-ofler- 
ings directly up to ; e Eternal Throne.

Oh, the |>ower, l! majesty, the sweetness 
of that song I in unmistukeable tones it 
said, “ Holy, holy, h -ly, is the Lord of host* ! 
Let all tile earth l>v filled with His glory !" 
As my voice mingled in the chorus, I no 
longer felt that I was a stranger, and among 
strange people. All factitious barriers were 
broken down ; ray heart warmed ; my soul 
plumed her wings anew, and l felt that 1 
was indeed in my Father'1" house, and among 
my own spiritual kindred.

And everything was in keeping with what 
I have described. The organ was not gau­
dily decorated, hut modestly coloured, and 
stood retiringly in its niche, instead of obtru­
sively thrusting a set ol brazen pipes in the 
face of the congregation. The sermon, too, 
was a genuine Bible sermon, and not a stump 
speech ; the venerable chorister was just 
what such n person should be, dignified, 
simple, majestic—a living embodiment of 
Old Hundred ; and the ensemble was as 
impressive and as unostentatious us Niagara.

How much better this, than the antics of 
a showy organist, and the performances of 
an undevont choir. Choirs we must bave, 
certainly, for particular occasions, and or­
ganists ; and they can aid a congregation at 
all times ; and *|>ecml study, and scientific 
accuracy, are greatly to to commended in 
music, as in other things. But when an 
oppressed and sorrowing soul goes up to tbe 
House of the Lord to renew its spiritual 
strength, let no artistic performances come 
between it and its God, but let its sorrows, 
its supplications, and its aspirations be up­
borne on the current of the congregation's 
song, and it shall be filled with the spirit of 
them who forever sing before the Throne : 
“ Worthy is the Lomh that was slain, to re­
ceive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.” 
—N. Y. Ledger.

be given.
What tbe light is ; that which enables 

the soul, hitherto groping blindly atom in 
search of a foot-path, to see wtmherhe shall 
go for refuge and peace.

The condition on which it will to given ; 
the awakening of the soul from its torpor 
and death-sleep.

Then consider the blessedness, the beauty, 
the serenity, the unchangeable nature of 
this light.

Then—our need of it—our helplessness 
and inability to walk without it. Reason— 
imagination, can not guide us. What shall 
we do ? Who will teach us the way ?— 
Christ—Immanuel—he shall give thee light. 
Finally, the encouragements we "may lake 
from his word.—N. Y. Observer.

Lesson from a Leaf.—A minister,who 
had preached for about two years, was cnee 
greatly harassed with temptation to atheism, 
which continued, with a few intervals, many 
months ; and his distress, on this account, 
was sometimes indescribably great. At 
length, however, he was happily delivered 
by the following occurrence :—“ Passing 
through a wood, with a design to preach in 
a neighboring village, while he was survey­
ing his hand, a leaf accidentally stuck be­
tween bis fingers. He felt a powerful im-

Eression to examine the texture of the leaf.
lolding it between hi* eye and the sun, 

end reflecting upon its exquisitely curious 
and wonderful formation, he was led into 
an extensive contemplation on the works of 
creation ; and tracing these back to their 
first cause, be had, in a moment, such a 
conviction of the existence and ineliable 
perfection of God, that his distress was re­
moved ; and he prosecuted his journey, re­
joicing in God, and admiring Him in every 
object that presented itself to his view.

and a «eeond son was taken down, and Mr.
E----- was again sent for, to whom he again
delivered the same precious message of life. 
This one too was hopefully converted. He 
also died, and the priest was sent for to con­
sign his remains to the dust. Not being 
able to attend, that duty once more devolv­
ed on Mr; E------ . The distressed father
asked of his son’s condition, and when the 
worthy pastor informed him of the son’s 
precious hope, he mournfully shook his 
head, as if doubting of his eternal peace and 
safety. Such was the strong power of his 
early superstitious training, and now revived 
by the visits of the priest, over his feeble 
mind. Again death visit,d the family, and 
a third child was struck down, with the same 
blessed results, spiritually to the afflicted 
one. Death became in this case also but a 
harbinger of glorious immortality. Soon 
after this, a revival of religion occurred in 
the village, and the old man’s only surviving 
daughters became converted and joined evan­
gelical churches, and are still living, and 
walking as consistent members of them. 
Conscientious, but almost broken hearted, 
the aged father shut himself up for a time’ 
and to took himself to tbe diligent study of 
that wonderful book, the Bible. Under 
convictions obtained by this means, he de­
stroyed a will, long since made, which had 
aiven orders, in the event of his death, for a 
Roman Catholic interment, and avowed 
himself openly a Protestant. And more 
than all this, in a short time, under the mi­
nisterial care of Mr. E------> he departed
this life rejoicing in his hope. The wife, 
who is still alive, has had no connexion with 
Romanism ever sinoe, although we would be 
glad to record her conversion also. This 
tingle instance of tbe salient absorption of a 
whole family by Protestant influence, calm-

Bible Examples—Domestic Wor­
ship.

The Patriarchs—Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob—wherever in tlieir pilgrimages they 
fixed on a place of residence, erected an 
altar to God for family devotion, and called 
oo the name ol the Lord.

Joshua resolved ilia;, as for him - and his 
family, they would serve tho Lord—that is, 
worship him.

Job practised family worship. “ He sent 
and sanctified bis children, and rose early in 
the morning, and offered burnt offerings ac­
cording to the number of them all. Thus 
did Job continually.”

David, having spent one day in bringing 
tbe ark from the house ol Obededom to tbe 
place be bad prepared for it, and in present­
ing peace-offerings before the Lord, return­
ed at night to bless his household, that is, to 
pray tor a blessing upon his family, or to 
attend to family devotion.

Cornelius, the centurion, it is said, “ fear­
ed God, with all his house," meaning wor­
shipped him with all Its family.

Tbe Apostle speaks, in bis epistles, of 
churches in private houses. By this phrase 
be means religious families, or families 
where religious services were observed.

In the Lord’s prayer, we have a com­
mand for family devotion ” After this 
mariner, therefore, pray ye : Our Father 
who art in Heaven.”—The form of prayer 
is plural. It must, therefore, mean social 
prayer, and, if social, then family prayer, 
for a family is the most proper society to 
engage in this devotion.

Paul, in his epistle to the Colossians, hav­
ing pointed out the duties of husbands and 
wivijif, parents and children, masters and 
servants, adds : “ Continue in prayer, and 
watch the same with thanksgiving." The 
subject upon which he was speaking, and 
the mander of bis speaking, lead us to con­
clude he meant family prayer.

In bis epistle to the Ephesians, he en­
joins it as a duty to “ pray always with ail 
prayer,” that is, to offer prayer of every 
kind, and in every form, and at every pro- ■ 
per season. Family prayer must, therefore, 
be included in this injunction.

The apostle Peter exhorts husband* nnd 
wives to live together in the discharge of 
the duties of conjugal affection and Chris- 
turn obedience, that “ their prayers be ct 
hindered,”—that nothing may occur to in- 
dispose them to social or family devotion.


