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To the Members of «tÜe Montreal Ca

tholic School Commission. 

Gentlemen :
We have the honor to make our re

port to you on our visit to the St. 
Louis Worlds’a Exposition».

THE ClfY OF ST. LOUIS.
The city of Sti. Louis is the largest 

dty west of the Mississippi, and the 
fourth largest in the United States 
In population!

In the year 1800 it had scarcely 
1000 inhabitants; the census of 1900 
showed it to have 675,288, to-day 
ft has a t>opulaition of 800,000.

The city was founded on the 15th 
of February, 1764, Try Pierre Li- 
gucfste Laclede, in the reign of Louis 
XV., King of France. In 1765 it 
was made the capital of Upper Lou
isiana with St. Ange de Bellerive as 
Governor.

Founded by Frenchmen, we every
where find traces of the hardy pio
neers who explored those region*. A 
great number of French names are 
still preserved, and conspicuous 
among them appear such honorable 
names as Laclede, Joliet and De La 
Salle. *

The first Catholic Church was built 
in 1770. To-day there is a Cathed
ral and forty Catholic churches.

The city occupies tin extent of 62£ 
square miles, or 40,000 acres, and 
follows the side of the river to an j 
extent of 21 miles.

ST. LOUIS EXPOSITION.
The World's Exposition of 1904 is ■ 

officially known by the name of the j 
•'Louisiana Purchase Exposition." g 
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DISCIPLINE. 
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rapid increase 
manual work and industrial art was 
due to the Chicago Exhibition of 
1893; and the Paris Exhibition o! 
1900 was the determining cause of 
the resolution taken, by the French 
Government to send, every year, to 
the Util bed States a certain number 

study those industrial

on this subject in a lecture delivered 
before the High Schools’ Association 
of Chicago. He is not only tn favor 
of having a larger number of meet em-

The two yards ore sufficiently large 
and are paved in bard bricU 

One thousand pupils are in attend
ance at this school, and there art
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CONROY BROSployed in the teaching of boys, but twenty-two female teachers muter the
he is absolutely opposed to itbe prin
ciple of co-education. The result of 
this common education Is to give a 
common character to both sexes. It 
makes girls boyish, and the boys 
girlish—masculinizes the girls and fe
minizes the boys—and inevitably lead* 
to race degeneracy.

THE WYMAN SCHOOL.
In the Exl^bition Hall at St. Louis 

there was exposed on a table a re
production in plaster of the Wyman 
school. As this was the most re
cently built school in the city, the 
most beautiful, and the best equip
ped, we went to see it.

On arriving at Tresa street, the 
edifice appeared in view in all its im- • 

randeur. After having pass- \ 
malleable iron» fence, with \ 
rough granite, we reached

direction of Mr. Hall, Princi- *28 Centre Street 
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of pupils to 
and commercial methods which' con
stitute the wealth of a country. 
Moreover, by special inotr union, 
everv nation is contirually putting 
forth unceasing efforts, if not to db- 
tain the supremacy, at least to oc
cupy an honorable standing In the in
dustrial and commercial world, 
EXPOSITION OF THE CITY OF 

ST. L0UIS.
The Exposition of the city of St. 

Louis itself was the ora which at
tracted most our attention, and the 
one to which we devoted1 most time. 
The hall containing the objects ex
posed. was 140 feet long by 27 feet 
wide.

The facade was composed of colored 
glass, painted by the school mis
tresses or by the most advanced pu
pils, and representing historic scenes

•treat.ADMINISTRATION OF SCHOOLS.
The School Commission of the city 

of St. Louie is composed of twelve 
members who- give their services with
out any salary or compensation What
ever. Each member is elected for a 
term of six years. Four members re
tire every «two years and are replac
ed by the, election of others. Vacan
cies occurring on the Board by re
signation are fillqd by the Maydr of 
the city. »

FINANCES.
The total revenue of the Commis

sion for 1902-03 was $2,229,618.68- 
The amount of collectable tax. was 
limited to four mills on the dollar, 
but, as this- amount was insufficient 
to maintain the schools and build 
new ones, the Commission was au>- 
thorized-, in November, 1902, *to 
raise a tax not to surpass six mills 
on the dollar. *

SCHOOLS.
There are at present 129 school 

buildings in «the city. There are 
only 92 school buildings, because id 
certain places there are several -build
ings grouped Together arid forming 
only one school.

Formerly the schools of St. Louis 
were three stories high, with four 
class-rooms on each story, tho class
rooms being separated by a corridor. 
To-day the schools are only two 
stories high with eighteen class-rooms 
and a kindergarten hell. A school of 
this kind can accommodate 1000 chil
dren, and this is the maximum num
ber which the Commission hae fixed 
for each school.
MALE AND FEMALE TEACHERS.

There are 179& male and- female 
teachers in the schools of St. Louis. 
All appointments are made by the 
local Superintendent and ratified or 
rejected by the Commission. The male 
and female teachers, as well as the 
substituting teachers, are first ap
pointed oif probation, and receive 
thedr permanent appointment only
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ed the

and primitive methods of education, 
among different nations.

In the inside we found again the 
same colored drawings, executed on 
paper and intended for window- 
glasses, carpets, oilcloths, wall-pa
pers, hangings, crockery ware, etc., 
all of which shows the importance

One hundred years ago,
JriTerson purchased the region of 
Louisiana from Bonaparte, First 
Consul of the French Republic, for 
the sum of $15,000,000. The trans
fer took place on the 9 th of March 
1804. Today this immense extent of 
ground is divided imtd 14 states or 
territories, and has a population of 
15,000,000 inhabitants.

EXPOSITION GROUNDS.
The Exposition grounds are If 

miles long, one mile wide, arid cower 
an area of 1240 acres.

EXPOSITION BUILDINGS.
The Exposition buildings, which 

resemble white marble, are in the 
Renaissance style, and the buildings 
of foreign countries are often but 
reproductions of well-known build
ings. Thus France reproduces tho 
Grand Trianon of Versailles; Eng
land, the Kensington Palace in Lonr 
«ton; Belgium, the Antwerp City 
Hall.
* iTHE EDUCATION BUILDING.

For the first time, public instruc-* 
tiou was given the place of honor, 
and the scholastic exhibits were id- 
stalled’ in a special building well to 
the front, and covering an extent of 
live acres.
THE SCHOLASTIC EXHIBITION.

In every scholastic exhibition, as in 
•very ordinary examination, or com
petition, there i« an extremely im
portant part which is ndvef seen: the 
education part properly soi called. 
The results of instruction are visible 
and tangible, but the results of edu
cation are invisible and intangible.

It naturally follows that the tea
cher who has spent all his time ex
clusively in preparing visible school 
work, will obtain a much greater ap
parent result than he who devotee an 
elloted time tn importing lesson» in 
morality, to rooting out precocious 
vice, and encouraging the growth of 
incipient Virtue*.

It ia. therefore. impossible to 
show by am exhibition, what has been 
the moulding of the heart, the train
ing of the will, or the acquisition of 
those virtues essential to the fonda
tion of good citizen», acquirements 
which constitute the happiness of a 
people. Happily wo can do without 
this Information, because ori the 
grounds of regular conduct and mo
rality, we have no reused to envy 
•ny other people.

Nevert hoi ees, it does not follow 
that an exhibition is without use
fulness-. The comparison of methods, 
the difference between various sys
tems, and the greater or lees impor
tance attached to the teaching of a 
particular branch, are all of a nature 
to interest and instruct the visitor.

It is in this way, save Mr. Howard 
J. Rogers, chkf of the St. Louia Ex
position department, that the Crys- 
ta. Palace in London, in. 1861. 
fortnight about «the .establishment of 
the School of fndivMel Arte et the 
Souri, Kensington Mu**,.,.: the C~n-

ifiMrvUk- m ..ig

drawing. Pupils begin drawing in 
the kindergarten, and continue, dur
ing the eight years of the course, 
drawing in pencil, with irk, or in 
colors.

This branch of instruction, which is 
completed by the manual work exe
cuted by the pupils of the 7 th and 

intended to accustom8th years, is 
the eye to discriminate, the hand to 
perform, and Id import to the pupils 
habits of attention, order, accuracy 
and perseverance; to increase their 
dexterity, exercise «their judgment 
and skill, and, finally, to develop 
thedr taste and sense of form.

Drawing is also found in the vari
ous compositions of the pupils, even 
in «the most elementary classes. Sup
pose, for instance, one puts a ques
tion in arithmetic, such as the fol
lowing : “How many do one apple 
and two apples make ?" The pupil 
writes down the data, then draws 

•the picture of one apple at one side, 
and of two apples on the other side. 
Answer, “one apple and two apples 
are three apples.” And picture* of 
the three apples are again dfrawn in 
a group. It is easy to understand 
that this system cannot be applied to 
all kinds of problem», but we find it 
in the working of fractions and in 
other subjects. Literary composi
tions, compositions in geography and 
history are also illustrated in the 
same manner.

The work of the pupils is placed on 
shelves making a volume for each 
class. Above these shelves are cup
boards, or closets, to «the number ol 
twenty-eight. These closet* contain 
upright, movable sheets to each of 
which are attached four sample* of 
work from each subject taught. These 
samples are selected from the beat 
performed work.

Vertical writing is in use in all 
the schools and affords very satis
factory result*.

Pupils begin to write letters in the 
second year, arid in the third «to 
write compositions. Before^reacfointf 
tho 3rd year the only book they have 
is a reading book.

FREE EDUCATION.

There is rfo charge mode in this way 
of monthly fees for tuition.; the com
mon schools and the high schools are 
absolutely free. Formerly text Ibook8 
were giyenx to indigent pupils only, 
but from September, 1908, all class 
requisite* were provided free of cost.

CO-EDUCATION.
The schools age mixed, that is to 

pay, boys and girls occupy the same 
(•lass-rooms in tho kindergarterf, in 
tho primary schools, in the high 
schools and in the Universities. They 
are separated only during the rflorea-
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CS ï^w-y
about it nntil you use it

Sold On M Days Mal.
Send ter catalog and full information.

THE BACH SPECIALTY CO..

and examine a copy of our catalogs 
if yon have any idea of taking a pre 
para tory coarse for a

POOP PAVING POSITION

The blackboard» are of slate and 
, there is a cupboard in the wall in 
each clas»-roolm. The gloss-pannelled 
doors opening on the corridors are 
very wide, covered irf Jblack leather 
with copper plaques along thq bot
tom and on the left hand side.

The floor of the corridor is border
ed with marble, and the wainscot,ting 
is of burlap dado.

We believe there is no school equal 
to ours for methodical business train
ing and for producing good results. 
We solicit investigation and com-

Enter any time. No vacations.
The stairways are 

of iron and the steps are of asphalt. 
There is a large hah for the oh pits 
of the kindergarten, another for gym
nastic exercises, and a third # for 
various other uses.

The system of heating. and ventila
tion combined is perfect! By. means

SYMOPSIS OF CiMBIil NORTH-WEST
BOMK6TSAD KKOVwATIOMS.

AWV even numbered section of Do 
minion Lands in Manitoba or 

the Northwest Provinces, excepting 
6 and 26, not reserved, may be 
homesteaded by any person who Is 
«he hole heed of a family, or any 
me»e over 18 year» of age, to the 
egteut of one-quarter section of 100 
acres, more or leas.

Matey may be made pmaonally at 
the local land office fur the district 
in which the land la eltuate, or If tin 
homesteader desires, he may, on ap
plication to the Minister of the Ia- 
teriea*. Ottawa, the Commissioner of 
Immigration, Winnipeg, or the local 
ageotr receive authority for some one 
tv make entry for him.

The homes tender la required to per
form the eoadlUooa connected there- 
with under one of the following plena:

(«Î At leant ala months' , naiil.e.i a 
upon and cultivation of the land In 
each year for three year».

<2) If the father (or mother, if the 
father la deceased) of the 
er reside» upon a farm in the vicinity 
at the land entered for the require
ment» as to residence may b. satis
fied by such person residing with the 
father or mother.

W. M. SHAW, Principal,
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