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BY MARK STARR. ferenres between racial types are plainly largely due river valley Empire
The greatest disservice of the old teaching in or- accentuated or l^med^^m ’̂dlgri^by ^esull 

du»ary schools has been its utter failure to connect selection. The blackness of the coloured race is the 
the vanous studies as a whole. To most of us the easiest example of where the fierce rays of the sun 
word geography does not conjure up, as it should, 
a picture of the wonderful stage of the activity of

across in Mesopotamia. Be­
cause she was dependent on the flooding of the Nile, 
and as this was the supposed work of the gods, it 

the priest class, and not the warrior caste which 
produce a protective pigment in the skin. The shape flrKt dominated. In the various Babylonian and As- 

. , , r,f tll(* face and the flat nose and other similar fea-
w, . t. the ai‘^grOUml 10 811 hi8t°ry- ,ures ar“ al™ ^ bg partly explained from Hke fac-
What the world does recall is a painful effort of tors. Even if agreement has not vet been made bc- 

' mem,>ninng long lists of important towns with their tvieen rival explanations in particular
respective chief manufactures or such-like brain- egree that such things cannot be said to be mere 
deadening tasks. Generally the only survivals of chance or. as 
such an ordeal are a hazy notion of the earth's shape 
gathered from Mercator’s projection, a memory of 
the many red portions it contained, and perhaps of 
the names of the towns of the Isle of Wight, because 
the school-master’s oft-repeated joke made 
member “Newport riding cows (C’owes).” 
were things that ended with one's schooldays.

m as

i
Syrian Empires natural protection iwas not so corn-man or
plete, and hence the social system was ruled by the 
warrior. The tribal organisations of nomadic life 

survives lor long in the river valleys and
">« »“*"■- believed, , ,upcrn„u,„ “'7* °‘ °f'

... 1
cases, all never

enervated peoples by the daring 
and hardier pastoralists of the steppes and the desert. 
That invasion of Jengis Khan in the thirteenth cên-

‘■I........ - explained i„ ,l« sa™, Th, , " "K' ™mPle bef"« =«?»««« ~1-
™>i«P« -re to b, found in ,l„ temperate .oT’. Z J •*“** «*» « Motor,.

Maps cause in the warmer climes persons are less inclined - PaSS1"e on to the lnland sea civilizations, it is 
fer energetic sus'ained labour, for there is no strug- impos8lbIe to e8caPe the connection between the poli- 

However, in recent times this has been altered, gle ti> retain warmth or win substistence The eter t!CS ,d the Greek City States and the deep valley and 
The fact that war-flags dotting battle areas have >',.1 summer of the Tropics provides no stimulus to dlviding isolatill£ mountains of Greece, combined 
been followed anxiously by many persons, and that the invention of new tools to result in new modes of "'th ^ ea8V aecfS8 to liberty elsewhere in some 
the old maps of Europe and of the world are still un- life. Nature there is too lavish, and keeps man “in <!°lony acr08s the connecting seas. Again and
dergoing rearrangement, have taught us geography, lending strings.” again in explaining British industrial development,
In our Labour movement we are being influenced by Before proceeding further, however let us verv advan*ages insularity, the favourable posi-
tbe writings of such well informed writers as Brails- roughly summarise the chief relations which arise '*°n °n tbe ma*n s^reei *n the ocean civilisation

in geographical conditions: :od (wben the inland Mediterranean, formerly really
the centre of the earth that mattered, had become a 
mere backwater;, and the available rich supplies of 
<-oal and iron—all these factors have to be repeatedly 
remembered.

freakish design.
In addition to physical results from 
trol, psychical and temperamental differences

geographic
eon

one re-

i
per-

ford. The undisguised dominalion of politics by coal, 
iron, oil, and trade routes, forces us to read our news­
papers with a world Atlas before us. Otherwise we

la) 1 here is the relation between land and
, , , , . , r formed by their r-lath e distribution on the sur-

eanr.ot understand what is happening in Mesopo- fa.-e of the earth.
tamia amj J’oland. To replace the mind-saving 
erdisation about the misdeeds of capitalism, which 
repels rather than convinces the non-Socialist, 
cr generation is able to unveil and explain the 
erete doings of capitalism about whose doings the 
daily papers give ample evidence. The présent needs 
of capitalism are forcing it to study the map to plan 
its railways and its expansions and its “spheres of 
■illuence, and obtain the very necessarv control

over supplies of fuel and raw material for its iron 
and steel production. While Mackinder is teaching 
Economie Geography at the Vniversity of London, 
the Labour Colleges in London and Scotland, too,' 
have recognised the value of the subject.

wat-

gen- (hi Inseparable from this are the climatic re­
lations produced by the sun and the winds.

(<• Then comes the relation between human so­
ciety and its natural

il or the purpose of fully appreciating “geogra­
phic control,” however, it will be well to leave scat­
tered references to many different civilisations and 
take one ancient example with only’ occasional ref­
erences to others for parallels. Comnared to thethe fact ft ,rtUre- By Eur<^an- Nation has beL for many

less mis it m- . j 'P air o îe hot countries years at a standstill, and this static state of the sleep-
.>7,.1,7 lands ’rushosîn t7h7“h" vM 7 E'“' "*7 *~T7' CU™‘ity °f th0"*ht-

",r -d
’ b iiivistur6 clouds against the mountain « . , • . ..

consequent rain makes the earthTrtüe T4Z T “ 7 ** 1 dumber
and fills the rivers running hack to the ocean a-ain ' ) th T exPlalned as a° aident,
Sun wind rain nnrl . ~ a,,d s0 there ha\e been many ingenious attempts to

My purpose here, then, is to suggest to a some- tion and this in its turn nr k^ ^ rf” 'T/* explain the riddle- The bound feet which impeded 
wh«t prepared audience that not only dq geographi- These complex processes ir organa » e possi e. travel on the part of the women folk; ancestor wor- 
eal conditions influence modern Imperialist policies, a;,|(. a,ld th„. .- - 'e[“ ,and lntermm- ship which caused the Chinaman to see his future in
but that they help to explain human development in y few , ol.K.m., f lUma" ‘ exe opme,lt- the past, and kept him in the old ways when Eufope
the past—and to a greater extent than is generally the surface of the earth T ^ ^ mOV^meilt of was stirring and finding new ones; the peculiar elab-
rccognised. Whether we examine the stuff of the in -.he «empeiatu e and , 7 £ #r8,i»h a"d the difficult character of the Chinese
ancient myths or the defence afforded to the Bol- submerged or thev «-,! iT’Wi ^îf8 "ou'd bc smifl whu-h, expounded by a conservative and hide- 
shtviks by the ample space for retreat provided by al.|c mountain-tops and lifT U ! e unmhablt- lmuiul dominating literary caste, further imprisoned 
the huge land mass of Russia, coupled with its native The consequences of the lee A„,v'!ll -fC in't>°*81 e' tlle n,i»d—these are a few of the proposed
supplies of.food, or whether wc try to anticipate the dependence of man uno • ^ ^ ** T ^ * reasons- Whilv these are contributory factors they
results of a revolutionary change in Britain—80 per oument To tak m C°,lgPn,a na,ural envir- cannot be regarded as sufficient. In Europe
cent, of whose workers are engaged in working up i Y , eXamp'C: &t a thousand tional languages

7ro^,!T m,° - i»: « of m.„ i, lb. fertility ,h= '

„ • . sod- Au'l while more and more geopra^hieal eondi
Economic gvography deals with the surface re- lions are being eontrolled-for example", canals 

itf of the earth and its influence, upon society. In being made to divide continents, and the 
modern times it is forced to trench upon geology, cold climates can, be 
for it deals with the location of the minerals below 
the surfaec of the earth.

a new-
eon-

environment.
From the ocean-covered part of the surface of the 

globe the

out
lands. Tiie

?

new na-
eame as a result oî the breakdown 

of fuedalism and its chief support, the Latin-speak- 
Chureh. Language and religion could not pre­

vent change here. What has to be explained is the 
absence of an impelling need which would in a like 
manner have driven the Chinese to revolutionise 

terrors of their ideas and banish the hindrances to movement
. , ., . overcome > new sources of in their fashions and institutions The domination
heat—their accumulated results and their influence „f,i. v, , - . , , me nomination

... . Wc call it Economic Geog- are still so immense as to be worthy Of consideration ' the. literary cla^ instead of, say a military class
raphj because it studies not so much the influence of Man is the active factor, but he can only act in these l and th® long maintenance of patnar-
geograph^l conditions upon life in general, but up- channels formed by the relations and pnLe^s Z y TrT “Tî T “ ^ pe"
°n °J man, And in distinction from Anthro- , have outlined. To change .he metaphor as Tyerl r. ^ ? d7elopment' Why « it that the
po-Geogt-aphy it does not so much seek to explain we can better utilise th f P ’ P“y L Chlnesc dld not sail across the Pacific and discover
bodily mdixidu., diff,™,, i„ colour ,„d ipo. grc^ffect" ht b.d ' ‘hTpl"? bow” to America before the Europe,,, Wb, i, » ,b., 

but treats man not only as a being living in na- not onlv stamned itself th u • ^ Europe has not been static and endeavoring to keep
.or., bo. also io ,o.i„y. a.udying Zt .he La.iou, chi, 2„Tra „f ZphZ boti, ^ T, ” 5 ^ i“'“d «' »« 'ontHry ,
ood different, of individo.l,, but of th. social forma of acci.l orgauLlion and au7 7,, ’," 7°” ,u",”'d',,l> “ Phrase "eeographi.
yroupa^ Not that it cau igoore the fact that man’s tion or destruction. So much imprdmed b. tbi7*L th"' hT'" ”“'h °“d'd ‘i?h'
ÏL“i. oî UP T Tf “7 " ,h*‘ ■«" S=»Pl= th«i «h,- decribed ki,,o^TLZg% “ ’
eietyu. not someth mg absolutely divisible from the raphy set in motion ” ' g

ÏÏUmLWh0 C°rT h - Civilisation begins in the river valley* The
vel^ SUpeKrfic,al observation of human de- green strip of the Nile Valley is the example that

lopment forces home the great influence exercised comes quickest into the mind. Here in a.sheltered 
by the geographical factor. Colour, shape of the retreat, protected on each side by dLTT^ 
body and its hmW, and all the facial and other dif- began a similar course to thp other aire^Tvel^i

mer

isi#■

are

- .1
To be continued.
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Send all mail to—v * ffP. 0. Box 710
Vancouver, B. 0. 
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