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\gain, referring to the Transvaal difficulty, it i«
evident that many people are being hit heavily hy the
opening of hostilities.  In London, there are several

hundred mercantile houses heavily interested in :he
Transvaal either by direct shippers or buving agents
And in a smaller degree the Orange Free State is s
milarly concerned.  Besides there are a very larg
number of manufacturers, ete, whose travellers do a
big business with the retail stores of the repullics

In all these cases, trade has been falling off heavil
during the past few months, the agents and travellers
having been more concerned in getting cash in than
in opening further accounts One big house  that
could show a surplus of hali a million dollars a vear
ago has been unable to melt its due bills for the last
few weeks., Some wise men sold their businesses
about nine months ago, just before the slump heg

to be felt, and propose restarting after  the  clouds
have rolled by,  Textile fabrics  and  ready mad
clothing are the industries suffering most,
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I'he shares of the Chartered Company again show
carlier in October
is now left a long way behind, Rumors are now and
again getting round that the men who are holding the
destiny of South Africa have in view the handing over
of Rhodesia to a coming South African Confedera
tion.  Rhodes himseli has mentioned  the  possibil-
ity of the country being transferred from the chartered
company tor a «‘l'll\hltl.lll'-ll ol S.'_;.«nn-,nnn the com
pany retaining mineral and trading rights. [t isthis
promised destiny that is probably impelling present
purchases.
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