
m

■.V» THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN

'• tie forgotten the voice, still later, on the 
Holy Mount. “This is My beloved 
Son ?" Jehovah was the King of kings, 
and the temple was His palace ; Jesus 
was His Son, and therefore it 
surd to ask Him to pay for the support of 
the temple, it must all have been spo! 
en lightly and brightly ; yet, you see, 
there lies in it a very profound meaning, 
indeed, this is one of the

tbc Quiet hour
i________________________________ passages m

which Jesus most distinctly claims a 
And the Lord wants us to be in earnest peculiar relation to God ; and it is all the 
w hen it conies to the great question of more impressive because He does so 
the soul’s salvation. I never saw men spontaneously. In most other passages 
seeking him with all their hearts but they the confession is wrung from Him, or it 
soon found him.— Moody.

IThe Paralytic Healed.
rv proh-ssor m.h. Rinm.K, n.n. 1.1., n.
*N.s, I.vsson for March II, 190’, Maik l i 22
‘ iold.'ii Text : Thu Son of man hath J>uwit on 

earth to forgive >iiis. —Mark 2 : 10.

Intervening events.—The order of 
Mark is chronological, and the events 
narrated are : X w ithdrawal of Jesus, the 
next morning, to a solitary place for pray
er (Mark i : 35), w here Simon and others 
found him (\s. 3(1, 37); a preaching tour 
vs. (40:45), narrated by Matthew and 
I.uke also.

Place.—Capernaum ; see last Lesson 
- Surroundings, The house (v, 1) was 

probably the usual residence of Jesus; 
whether that of Peter or of the mother of 
Jesus is uncertain. It was evidently large 
with an inner court, which was probably 

ded by a gallery, where Jesus was 
teaching. The light roof of this gallon 
could easil\ be “ broken up" (v, 4), The 
accounts forbid the view that was simply 
the removal of an awning.

Time,—The latter part of March, year 
of Rome 7V1 ; that is, .\. I>. 28, just be
fore the second passover. See on next 
lesson.

P sons. — A crow d of people ; a paraly
tic, and four men that carried him ; certain 
scribes (and I harisees,— Luke).

Parallel Passager. — Matthew Sî 1-8;
Luke 5 ; 17-2<>.

is made by others and He assents. But 
here He starts the subject of his own 
accord. This passage, therefore, takes a 

Wordi ol Jesus The Coin in the very prominent place in the testimony of
Jesus to Himself.

The order given to Peter to go down 
nv Ri V. j.\N. stai.kkr, |>. d. to the lake, and with a hook fetch up a

Matt. xxii. 24-27, fish, in the mou h of which would be
. , , found a s. iter, or four-shilling piece, and

• 'pC 0 sUPP?se 11at.u 1011 J®*u* therewith tv pay the tax for himself ana 
i|l,U l 1 1 h Vr IS oMCtvSIOn' ^ iat Jesus, was a remarkable one in main 

r ST" "’rVr.e was “ ways. Kirs., i. was a miracle of know",
proaoh implied ... .he use of .he apostle’s lvd v ,.oin in , fish‘s muuth is not,
o'tl mmie, as ,1 Jesus were hm.mg that he inil^u, an u„„amp|ed occurrence, us 
had been acting ... he character ol the lishvs divc at a,lvt|ling lining which 
natural rather than the spiritual man or, |h sce thc wa'ler . kbut tho f.stonish- 
.. hlu’ ' ,c v's empu.yed h\ Jesus jng circumstance is that Jesus should 
II,.use ton another occasion, “ savour- have known that such a fish was there, 
tag not the things that he of God. hut and lhat would com, to Peer's hook, 
those that be of man. Peter had been 
asked by thc 
Master meant 
made haste t 
been in too 
gat ion of 
conseqi 
this t
posts oi ilie Romans, which the publi
cans collected, but a Jewish tax, founded

<$>-

Fish’s Mouth.

Mtrroun

Childish attempts have bee.’ made to ex
plain the miracle away ; but, if we are to 
accept the Gospels as trustworthy, there 
is no reason why this miracle should be 
an exception. Christ is the Lord of 
nature and of providence. As He saw 
what was in the tish's mouth, so does He 
see where ;he silver and the gold are, and 
He can cause them to be produced where 

_ ,, lr ... . . they are needed. He sees the absence of
payment cl halt a shekel made ortgt- nu, from the pockcts of ,he p00r, and

"a'!-v , ,c °'the bibernacle, hut lhis mJiracle encourages them to pray to
revived in later times as an annual tax, H;m in lhcir timcof ‘Ced. Secondly, the 
lor the upkeep of the temple and ,ls scr- ohjeC,io„ has been raised that, in per- 
vtces. It was collected by the synagogue forming this miracle, Jesus acted
authorities throughout the whole Jewish Irarv t0 Hls „e||.know„ principle of not
world, frequent mention of,I ,s made using His miraculous power for His own 
u, Jew,si. h,story out stdc Ih. Bthle. as „ hehoof. ,h, answer has hee„ well
brought in a very large annual income to givcn that, instead of preventing His 
the temple treasury. It was generally povCrty, lhi, miracle exposed it ; and. 
paid ... the torn, of a com of two draeh- it servod other ends besides the
mas -as we should say a two-shillmg relief of a personal difficulty ; for it con-
piece, hut the value was only fifteen ,ained grea, lessons for both the disciples 
pence and the exact question put hv the and the tax-collectors. Thirdly, the 
tax-collectors was, ‘‘ Does your master most impressive lesson which it taught, 
pay the dtdraehmon It was in l aper- addition to the relation of Jesus to God. 
naum that it was asked tor, this being was the humility of Christ. He gave as 
Jesus usual place ol residence. Possibly the reason for paying the money, “Lest 
there was an evil intention ,n the demand „e should offend them.” He had the 
lor it, as rabbis were generally exempted right to refuse, but He did not insist on 
f,on, payment ; or the question may have His rig|„, jus, as St. Paul subsequently 
contained the insinuation lhat Jesus was had the right to demand support from hi's 
one who despised the temple. And this converts, but worked with his hands 
was what drew from St. Peter the prompt rather than he dependant on them, and in 
assertion, that his Master would certain
ly pay, for he knew Him to he one who 
fulfilled all righteousness.

-collector whether his 
pay the tax, and he had 

answer, yes ; but he had 
it a hurry, as the interro- 

s reminded him. It is of 
to ascertain exactly what 

> It was not any of the im-
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Home *t Last.

O bring H- home at la**,
Thou who didst guide u\ when nui mom was

Darkness is falli 
< iathur Thy c

O bring us home at la .t.
The evening mists steal o'er us dam|> anil chill, 

While autumn's morning Mast
Swevjis in sail music over vale anil hill,

O bring us home at last,
Have we much farther through the night to go ? 

nuttd

Iren home 1»cfure the night.
hill

Have we not almost 
The w ilderness ? wilt not leave us so.

1 > bring us home at last,
( hir l ather !

L'plift the veil o’ercast
Between our spirits ami the home of peace,

“ British Weekly, ’

Bid our weary wanderings cease ; Î------------ 9------------
Half-Heartedness.

! am tired and sick of half-heartedness. 
You don’t likea hall-hearted man ; you don't 
care for any one to love you with a half heart, 
and the I.ord won't have it. If we are 
going to seek for him and find him, we 
must do it with all our heart. I believe 
the reason why so few people find Christ 
is because they do not search for him with 
all their heart ; they are not terribly in 
earnest about their souls' salvation. God 
is earnest ; everything God has done 
proves that he is earnest about the sal
vation of men’s souls. He has proved it 
by giving his only Son to die for us. The 
Son of God w; s in earnest when He died. 
What is Calvary but a proof of that ?

I
the controversy about meats, urged the 
strong to sacrifice their lib rty for the 
sake of the weak. Worldly men are es- 

I here is certainly an element of pleas- pecially touchy about anything which has 
antry in the question of Jesus, “ Of whom the appearance of avarice in those pro- 
do the kings of the earth take custom or fessing to love (iod, and it is better to 
tribute -of their own children or of suffer |oss than to give offence. Jesus 
strangers ? St. Peter did not at once had a great deal to say, in His doctrine, 
perceive what Jesus was driving at, so hf about offences ; and we see in this in

stance how strictly He walked up to His 
own precepts.—Christian Leader.

replied without hesitation, “Of strang
ers." “ Then,” rejoined Jesus, “ are the 
children free?” Had Peter forgotten his

♦confession, uttered only a short time
before at Cæsarea Philippi, “Thou art the Act well at the moment, and you have 
Christ the Son of the living God?" Had performed a good for eternity.—Lavater.
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