
(Our |tabn of 5>orrotos.
NK of the greatest mysteries of religion in 
the close alliance l>etween godliness and 
suffering. The nearer and dearer to God, 
the greater the share man has to take of 
the cross. The greatest loss0 those reflections and her own banishment from 

home? Yet she still [Nwsennod her only treasure, 
her Divine Child. But laifore the hard exile in 
Egypt can vanish from her mind the Ihinl sword

sustain is the loss of God, and .‘JE 3 hefso^^Tb^ a^xS
agios rnng, sens.fve nature will be nearly rent question fis my Jesus alive yet, of has His ex 

m twain by the very fear of such a possible loss, piatory death taken place unknown tome ? And 
lovefo^r'l ?,"""<T"rRte tu th® (i®8«e of when she finds Him* it is only to learn that He 

/f al ' he m'. rtLr "°U ,, , must be about His Father's business, that couse-
(Icxl ...nr . ini ^ n u OVï< 5°r colll<1 love <l»ently he liven not for her but for the world
(jod more inteiiHely than His Mother, in whom Now for the first time she realizes the heroic
witl tîu'InHt'm fU'''f' “f ? Sî",ltH w“ blended magnitude of the sacrifice demanded of her, she 

« V-at-'n-al love. Hence no experiences what it is to live without her Jesus 
of iV (I 11 fexi M'!fferl"k a" keenly, or bear more This sting transfixes her heart, and forever after
of it than the Mother of God, and such in fact it remains fixed there. ’
lie likewise the Queen ofMart ynü*1 But 'whilst Years pass; they may somewhat dull tile edge
the torments of martyrs were tfiore ofthebodv W 4 ,By can,,ot U i ‘be
buoyed up by the secure hope of a speedy reconi' ®x®rlastiugly looming up before her agonised 
pense, and whilst these torments lasted but a IP 14 gathers clearness the enemies of her 
short time, often but a few hours, Mary s suffer P PP "!ore numerous, their hatred intensifies, 
mgs were of a different nature, sufferings of the t persecutions increase, and at last hell seems 
heart, more excruciating than any that can be ÎÜlto’ P.P' condemned to death, pain- 
inflicted upon the body, and silverings which fl‘ny paggmg His heavy cross, disfigureil by the 
lasted uninterruptedly through a space of 4M HpP iTw*,!. "’“'I,?11", anil thus He meets 
years They clmnge in apimarai.ee yet tliev Hl8 ,afflnted Mother The poignant pain of this 
are the same in essence; it is the anguish of a l"®e‘,nK surpasses the precttillig swords, and lint
mother's heart asked to give up freely that which PtlP cx,raordinary assistance of God His
is much dearer to her than her own fife and han- v Wf ’ ,not recelJe Gus thrust and live, 
piness, to sacrifice her Son for others such a soil P P lau4 ""'"“an follows the awful procès- 
and for such sinners, and by such a death sion, for love is stronger than death. In rapid

...... „ . oy SUCH a ucain. succession she receives three more swords ■ she
Ufe lfer all He Vs notT* V'T 5? P’’ h.er !*®8 her Sou ®xPir«. "be holds His inanimate body?! *u\ i*° 18 uot wrested from her by in her arms rendering to it the last offices of
dents of°war h,° i" r°‘ 8natf le<l awa>" by the acci- charity, she sees this laxly laid into the sepulchre' 
dents of war and disease, he does not (he away and this closed. Disconsolate she turns home' 

h*r H® Hunself willingly, and lie wards. What she dS'fVo long "sP™m'
««Pm.8 Hl,H, M,ot |er to share in this voluntary plished: she is deprived of Him who was Her life 
sacrifice. His Incarnation was deiiendent on her and in whose love she lived She that begot 
free consent ; she is asked also to freely consent Him without labor in Bethlehem gave hirthVo 
to H.s death and her incumbent separation from Him for the world beneath the’cross Can a 
itw.rPiV'T '!'|0ther a"k®d before to give, as merely human mind fathom the horror of thew 
fi, ' iti death-warrant of an innocent son, sorrows, can the dolorous Mother herself ever 
to make herself, as it were, an accomplice in His forget her sacrifice ? 61 er
and L if '.P,V ’ ” 11888 by the way, behold Is it, therefore, to be wondered at when we
and see if there is sorrow like my sorrow I find that Mary shows herself partial to those wd.o

tills sorrow commences the same hour in bave a great devotion to her sorrows, that she 
which, with feelings of love and tenderness, she "elected places almost innumerable w here she 
presents her first-born to His Eternal Father in wished to lie venerated as the Mother of Seven 
the temple. The first sword pierces her virginal l>°h>rs, and that there are pria.fs without number 
heart when she learns that her child is set not that when invoked under this title, so dear to her 
only for the Redemption, but also for the fall of and her Divine Son, she is always ready to Irdn 
many in Israel The prophecies of the old law and to lairrow, so to say, the omnipotence of her 
in tins moment gam for her an appalling dis- Snn >" Iwhalf of her devotees. Hence we cannot 
tiuctness. She trembles. direct our prayers this month more auspiciously

than to Our Lady of Sorrows, and whenever our 
mr is accompanied by a feeling of sympathy 
and gratitude for the HacriticeN Mary brought 

for U8 we may rest assured that our petitions will 
be granted.

cross is

Soon the mvml sword presents itself. “He 
came unto His own, and His own would not pra?’ 
receive Him." They go further, they seek His wltl‘ 
life, anil the Saviour of Israel is bound to flee, to 
abido amidst idolaters in a foreign country and
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