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scandalous, and everybody jumped up and begun 
talkin’ at once. Abram says, ‘ The strikin’ part o’ 
that clock must be out o’ fix.’ And Parson Page says,
‘ That can’t be, for I carried it to town last week and 
had it put in order especially for this occasion.’ Ami 
Milly Amos says, ‘ Why didn’t some o’ you men folks 
look at your watches instead o’ lettin’ us sit here wastin’ 
all this good time?’ And Sam Amos says, ‘ I did 
look at mine, but it didn’t do much good, for I forgot 
to wind it last night, and it had stopped at half-past 
five in the mornin’ or the evenin’, I couldn’t tell which.’ 
And Silas Petty said his watch hadn’t been keepin’ 
good time lately, and he didn’t think it was worth while 
to look at it. And Parson Page said lie laid his watch 
on the bureau and forgot to put it back in his vest 
pocket when he put on his Sunday clothes. And some­
body says, ‘ Maybe the clock struck and we didn’t 
hear it.’ And Abram says: ‘ Pm pretty certain the 
strikin’ part o’ that clock is out o’ fix. Probably it 
got jarred bringin’ it over here.’

“ Jest then the old clock struck one, as loud and clear 
as you please. And Parson Page says : * Do you hear 
that? There’s nothing wrong with the clock; it must 
be our ears that arc out of fix.’ And Silas Petty says :
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