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though not so rhetorically expressed, is enough
to prove that both royal and seigneurial courts
did their work in fairly acceptable fashion.
The Norman habitant, as has already been
pointed out, was by nature restive, impulsive,
and quarrelsome. That he did not make every
seigneury a hotbed of petty strife was due
largely to the stern hand held over him by
priest and seigneur alike, but by his priest
particularly. The Church in the colony never
lost, as in France, the full confidence of the
masses ; the higher dignitaries never lost touch
with the priest, nor the latter with the people.
) The clergy of New France did not form a
privileged order, living on the fruits of other
men’s labour. On the contrary, they gave
the colony far more than they took from it.
Although paid a mere pittance, they never
' complained of the great physical drudgery that
| their work too often required. Indeed, if labour- !
i ers were ever worthy of their hire, such toilers !
i were the spiritual pioneers of France beyond b
i the seas. No one who does not approach t
) their aims and achievements with sympathy i
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'
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can ever fully understand the history of these
earlier days. No one who does not appreciate
the dominating place which the Church occu-
pied in every walk of colonial life can fully
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