
ILLUSTUATED SL'PPLEMKXT TO THE MONJTIEAL GAZETTE.
in British North Ameri-
ca. At that day, when
the population of the
whole of Canada did not
exceed that of Montreal
Eow—when John Wes-
ley was preaching with
almost youthful vigour
in the three KioRdoms,
and Charles was penning
his incomparable hymns,
and Fletcher was shed-
dine upon the parish of
Madeley the unction nf
heaven, and the marvel-
lous Asbury was still in
early prime, a few there
were in the homes of this
city who, calling them-
selves Methodists, " fear-
ed the Lord and thought
upon His name."
How this small society,

on whose behalf D r .

Coke appealed to the
"pious and benevolent"
of Great Britain and Ire-
land, ebbed acd flowed
during the next seven-
teen years we know not.
The eighteenth century
had closed its eventful
volume before we next
hear of it.

In the year 1802, the
Rev. Joseph Sawye-, u
minister in connection
with the New Yurk Con-
ference, and at that lime
Btaiioned on the Uny of
Quinte, visited .Montreal.
Tue Object of this u«-
Tout iivaugtlist— whose
name is tiiill aweel in
the 'Jburclics, and who
had, a jhort lime jire-

viouoly, tieeu m.ide the
honoured luslrumeut of
the cunvert>iou of ilie sub-
Sequemly distinguished
Naihan Bangs— waS to
ascertain it a minister
coulu be iirudeniiy sta-
tioned in ihid city. He
found a tew who received
him cordially, and us-
eiated him in obtaining
a place lor preaching. A
small society of seven
was organized, the scan-
tiness of the numoer
proving that, in the ab-
sence of proper minis-
terial oversight, n o i

much progiess, if any,
had been made during
the seventeen years of its

existence.

1803 was a memorable
year in the liistory of

LowfrCauHda. Slavery
still existed to some ex
tent in the Province.

-

About 300 negroes win
in bondage in the dU
tricls of Montreal, ThtK
Rivers, and Quebec, bu'
by the decision of Chief
Justice Ojgoode, deliver-
ed at the place just
named, slavery was de-
clared to be inconsist-
ent with the laws of
the country. By this .Act Can<i la pUcei hor-
sell on this momeuioiH qui-iXion, a whi)li>
generation in advance of Etiitla id. Thi'i rei
letter year was also memorahlu, Methodif<ti
cally, in Montreal, hnving for the fir't timn in its
history a stationed miniser-the Rev Sarau'

1

Merwm, who is said to have been mori' Ihar
usually eloquent-and aptiearins; as a leanhtr
appointment on the minutes if the N^w York
Oonference Mr Merwin, havingohtainprl aa^pplv
tor Montreal, spent six weeks in Qnehep; bit no'
hnding sufficient inriuoem»nt to continue his visit,
returned to bis charge in thin city.
In 1804 the Rbv. .M.^rtjn R.iter vran appnint.ri^

to Montreal, which is reportpd that year a? hav-
ing 12 members. In 1805 the nnmhVr return"'!
was 20, but no Minister's name RpD'ared on th'
minutes. It is probable, howpvp-, that ns ttv
Rev. Samuel Ooafe was the Presidin? Elii"r .-

the Upper and Lower Hanada Diitrift ivitli ttipsi

years, that he occasionally spent the Sabbith in
Montreal, while attending to the nnemus duties
of niB extensive charge, The want of a regular

/^,

TIIK WESTERN
E,tg:-iVC'^ h,i J. f].

METHODIST
TTallfr f'jryic l/.,„/,-f('

CHURCH.
Gr

sound of Christian Psal-
mody pioceeding from
one of its rooms. They
istened, and eventually
went in. The whole ser-

vice so deeply Impressed
them, that before leav-
i n g, they voluntarily
connected them8elve.^
with the small, but de-
vout number, in whose
huwible sanctuary they
had so unexpectedly
found iherasilves. One
of them, .Mr. Thompson,
has left behind him a
number of respectable
descendants, who reside

principally in this city
and its neit?hbonrliood

;

the other, Mr Kraser,
lived to patriarchal
years, and only recently
passed away, being, at
the time of bis decease,
:he oldest member o f

the church of his early
choice.

In ISO.'i the small so-
cieety of20 members pro-
jected the erection of a
church, with a dwellinK
fcr the Minister, but it

wos not until two years
later that the project as-
sumed a practical form.
Possiblv some Ht that
dav might council dilay,
and denounce tlie con-
templated erections as
visionary ; and not with-
out reason. A small so-

ciety, unable with com-
fort to meet therao'lerate

stipend of its Minister,

was certainly not placed
in the most promising
position for the spepd.v
construction nf a church
and parsonage. .Mr.

Coate, howpvfr, obtain-
ed subscriptions in the
Upper Province and the
United States, and af-

terwards went to En£.
land where he was large-

ly assisted. Montreal did
\then. in the person of its

presiding elder, what
JBCoreb of struggling
jchurches have done
'since, from Gaspe to Sar-
jnia, in referince to Mont-
'real And nobly has she
esponded to the de-
nanrts made upon her.

!n no case during the 57
enrs of her subsecinent
iatory has she " forgot-

n the heart of a Btran-

"'ip projects, so liheral-

'ievised, were shortly
PTPn cted, and in 1808
small stopp church in

Little S' Jos'pli Street

low St. SiilplCH) was
iVirmally dedicitpd tnthe
worship of Almighty
Ond. This fir.atanbitan-

tial prnductof Methodist

enterprise still remains
on the same side of the

I

Minister misjht be some > hat imdili'i(? tiv a zeal-
ous layman, Mr. Richard .McGinneig, who, at this

I
time, took an active part in the aff'iirs of the iu-

j

fant church. With the exception of three months
j

spj'n* in Quebec, the Rev NHthan Bangs,— then
in his 27th year, and full of saintly fervour, which

;
burned with undlmmed brightness to the close

I of a long, useful and hnnonrable life, -laboured
j

the next twoypars in Montreal. At the c'ose of

i
the first yenr, the young Minister found thnt hi.i

! expenses had exceeded his income by S-tO. Mon-
I treal had not then earned Its well sustnincd re-

I
putation for liberality. At the commencement

: of th= 7 --.nd ysar Mr' H^n^i \:W-^:\ ii roor-.i, nnd

,
with some success, butminy liKTlc'ilties p'lrsued

his pastoral labours Reviewing this period, he

i says " the Society was small and I hid to grap-
i pie with many emharras^menta ;

but God siip-

I
ported me through them all, and now half a cen-

I

tiiry later, I still praise Him for all His goodness
to me then."
About this time, one Sabbath day, two men

atrolling along Little St. James Street, heard the

I street as the French Chnrch and in clos- prox-

imitv to it The onlv individual now living who
snbscrihpd to this buildine, and who rptnembers

the ministry of Dr Jiangs, is ,Iohn Torrance,

Esq who came to Montreal lu 1807, and who

still survives amongst us, in the possession of "a
green old age."

. , * ,r . , •

'

Dr Bangs was re-appointed to Montreal in

1812 bv the American Conference, but the brpnk-

ing out of the war prevented his coming, - Bishop

Asbury counselling its inexpediency
;
and hiid

it not been for the Rev. Tbomis Biirch, a British

subject, magnanimously volunteering to till the

vacanci', tl^ia city, with its 52 mpmbers. would

havp been unsuppl'ed for the whole ot that un-

toward period. As it was 1813 presented a va-

cancy, which, combined with the feeling of na-

tioml antaeonism, fostered by the war, led to an

apnlicatinn beini made to the Wesleynn Confer-

ence in Knuland for a miniateriKl supply This

apnlioation was favourably responded to. The
Rev Messrs. Richard Williams and John Strong,

miuiBtera sucoeilively in charge, were warmly

i
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