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Fire Protection Organization

MR. CHAIRMAN. ladiM and gntl«m«i : Jtitt prior to my d •

pvtttn for Ottawa. Hon. Mr. Ron. Miniiter of Lands of the

province oi British Cohtmbia, aaked me to cxprwe hte great regret

to the Commiiaion that he is nnable to be preeent . owing to the fact

that tlw Prorindal Lqiislatare opens to-mornm.

Before presenting the paper n^ich I have prepared, I may be

permitted to refer to the remarks of Mr. MacTier and a few of t^ i

important lessons we have learned in fire protection daring eueed-

int^y bad seasons in British Columbia. The Crst important lesson

was: that, dming the past season, it would be practically impossibia

for any organisation that could be supported from the money avail-

able from any government to have hdd fire losses down to a reason-

able minimum in a country such as that in British Columbia, nor-

thern Ontario, northern Quebec, New Brunswkk or Nova Scotia,

unless such organisation were founded with the means of controlling

the lighting of fires. Where settlers are going in amongst the timber

the -mly «ay to get control oi fires is by some permit system. If

setuers are free to go into the country and light fires vrtteoever they

think a fire will run best, without regard to timber, there must be

danger. \<^th no supervision they certainly will bum the forests,

and our only safety tiiis summer in southern British Columbia was

the permit system. We had an eactremdy bad fire situatira this

summer for two months, and, with one man to every 300,000 acres,

the permit system was the only possible safety.

_^
Every person wishing to build a fire for any prrpose

^*0^^y* had to get a permit £rom the Forest Bra -h. The
result was we issued about 12,000 permits, and only

108 fires got away and none ot them did any damage. Public senti-

ment on this question in British Columbia is excellent; everyone

realises that timber districts have the saw-mill on <»ie ride and the

poOT-house on the otlwr. That gives us an excellent sentiment.

Agriculture is only posrible in maay valleys if the saw-mills are kept

running. F w then we had 40 prosecutions. 37 convictions, riz

men in ' -l anA fines of 150 to 9300.


