
SELINA
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"Are you in earnest, Culpepper, or teasing? I

never know. I'm a bit unstrung, and so's Lavinia,

over this trouble, whatever it is, hanging over Robert.

What is it that's been given to you to cherish ?"

She spoke with concern.

"Don't you worry, ole Miss, it's mine for cherish-

ing, not yours. You're no worry. You belong to

another generation in daughters of Shiloh that did

your dancing in your vineyard according to custom,

and have nothing to reproach your past with. The
daughters of Shiloh to- !ay are declining to dance,

ma'am, and are plucking the grapes in the vineyard

instead. I need your coddling and your comforting.

A daughter of Shiloh, among the dancers and the

grapes, has handed me for my cherishing fruit of

her gathering called a point of view."

"Whatever do you mean, Culpepper? I never

know when you're in earnest, or not?"

"She thinks jA^ is, ole Miss, that fair young daugh-
ter of Shiloh. I don't know just what to think, my-
self!"

"Are you speaking of Selina, Culpepper?'*

"Who else? Ole Miss, I love her so and I want
her. Where'd she pick up this whim?"
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