
THK l'L.\NMX(; OK AHDoMIX \L l.\( ISIONS

i

1

iiiHcrtioii^ ul I lie liit(>r,(| miumIcs, h i> not lUMtssaiy |ur fho
wrak H]uit tultcii liiin<'..iiciii tlu-liist iiistjiiirc tm- 1 he utiicittiiiii

M'cms tn hiivr III.- |,<.\N,.r .>t liiiiliiiK d,,. ,,,usl ruiiiiitc ami of
(liliitinu it. \\V ,,\v,. iMiii'li III tl;»' uinrntiiin fur tin- ii>c nf its

(lff<-M>ivr jtuwcis ii;.'iiirist iiitiii alMloiiiiii.il (lisi-a^c. and ih'|Iiii|H

its imsliiii;,' (liaracicr and iiisiiiuatiMy
_

..liti«'s in cases of u
<lcf.Mli\f alidnihiiial wall arc only i'liclVoit of Nalmc toj.'ivc llic

mdiviiliial caiiy iiotic*' of his ilaii;^! 1-, so iluit lie iiiav rriiu-dv
till- fictcrf ill his aiiiiotir as soon as iMissjhKv I'.c tlmt as it

may, such wariiiiiirs should not he so fiv(mciitly iic^^'lcch-d.

Not only. then, arc incisions in the iiicliaii line vfty lialdc
to he followed l)y hernial protrusion possihly years later, hut
also those which have l.eeii placed in th(> lin.-a seiniluiiaris,
and for a similar reason the lateral pull of the muscles, which
is so ditlicult to rejiiilale and control, .'n Doth these situations
there are practically only threi- layers which prevent a j.ro-

trusion from formiiit;. and an incision through the middle
hiyer places a weak lin<- l)«'t\vcen periton<-um and skin, for in
the prevention of ahdominal hernia the resistance of tlie

skill, and iinleed of the peritoneum, may he lej^arded as iioii-

e.vistent
:

tlu-y an^ hotli of them too elastic ami easily strotchetl,
even when uninjured, to alT rd any permanent protet t ion!
1'he aponeurotic structures constitute our main reliance, their
value after divisi(»n a;;ain de[>eiidiii<^ almost entirely on tlie
accuracy of apposition secured l)y the method of'suturing
ad<.|)te(l. If the line of suture is not accurate hut irregular,
the edges not meeting w*'ll, then we must <-.\pect to have a
weak sciir—iiuleed the wonder is, not that we occasionally get
one. hut that we do not get one more often. 'I ne edges'to
he joined are eoininonly so narrow that tlu-y can rarelv he in
l)ert>et apposition over the whole length of fiie incision." IJuth
this hiyer and flic^ peritoneum must Ix; sutured with the greatest
care, for although we may hold it as a fact t hat if t he ajioneurot ie

layer l)eeoines ])erfectly united no hernia will ilcvelop. sliould
tiiere be any depression in the jieritoneai line of suiiire you
may be sure that a piece of omentum will find and iu-imiate
itself into it. By this means, and also as a possible result
of tlie inehision of a ])iece of omentum during tJie process of
the insertion of sutures, a great pressure may be exerted on
the aponeurotic union at one or more points, o. ch may


