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Lip-service democracy
Mississauga MP Tony Abbott didn’t make on every other controversial issue. Free It’s a bitter lesson and one that may have By invoking the death pe

himself many friends in this constituency with thinkers are, after all, entirely out of place in far more consequences than are immediately system actually reinforo
his vote in favor of the abolition of capital the Trudeau cabinet—just ask Herb Gray. apparent. Our society is plagued with apathy supremacy of the value of
punishment—and rightly so. A very important issue was decided last and cynicism, despite the exhortations of most make an appropriately foi

, By ignoring the obvious wishes of a large week by our parliamentarians, an issue far governmental agencies to ‘‘get involved.” But most abhorrent of crime
majority of the people responsible for his pre- more important than that of capital on an issue where the public did get involved, that the life of the crimii
sent employment, Abbott has earned the cen- punishment. The public was shown clearly and where it demonstrated strongly a deeply-held than that of his victim,
sure which he will undoubtedly receive the next unequivocally, that its most fundamental con- conviction about an issue upon which its Those who argue tl

f time he makes one of his rare public cept of democracy is wrong. members were as quahfied to pass judgment as moral right to take a hum
appearances here. In fairness, it must be con- Most of us lived under the naive mis- the politicians they’ve elected, that opinion was realize that they are
ceded that Abott did exactly what he said he’d apprehension that democratic government cast aside. Building highways, wnti
do Before the last election, and in several meant government reflecting the will of the Trotting out murder-rate statistics and psy- arming policemen, liceiu
columns published in this newspaper, he stated people. „ chological opinions about the deterrent effect of all these routine goven
quite clearly how he intended to vote on the We learned differently. Certainly our MPs capital punishment is only side-stepping the evitably lead to some

V'H' ’ ‘ m issue pay lip service to that idea by sending out issue. It doesn’t really matter if the death penal- Metropolitan Toronto ir
Abbott maintains that he came to his deci- questionnaires, opening constituency offices, ty deters murderers. Most people, despite the crosswalk system, for

IP! fsion after researching the question in- and the like, but when the crunch comes, we current emphasis in our law on rehabilitation, statisticians had prepar
dependently and making up his own mind. were shown those efforts are meaningless believe in a system of retributive justice. While how many people woulc

Amazingly, after all this independent gestures. A politician votes according to his legal theorists shudder at the use of the word each year,
research and personal reflection, Abbott has “conscience’-whatever that is-and not ac- ‘‘vengeance,” that is exactly how the public I can t help thinking
adopted exactly the same position as the party cording to the will of the people he has been wants its legal system to work. ... ^is confreres, given t 

m, ,s to which he belongs—just as he has in the past elected to represent And it’s not an entirely unhealthy desire. probably have voted for
fct'l ^

1*^ '1 SidRodaway

The view from inside
Can a man really get involved in politics hear many Americans question the ethics of “I started getting three or four of those par- He still wants to ms

and keep his hands clean? chasing down the Watergate conspirators when ty blurbs in the mail each day telling me how from now on it will beI
 Yes if he keeDS his hands in his pockets ‘after all, every politician has done the same the party stood on each issue, he said on Mon- now sits on the boai

Yes, if he keeps ms nanas m ms pwneis re ^ day. “But I found that more and more of the Mississauga Associate

and his mind off the fact that he will probably Mavhe thev'have bubthe abuse of power party policies were different from my own.” Retarded, lectures on i
never get anywhere. So goes a cynic s rep y. afways be a target for public concern. Zuccaro talked it over with Liberal officials University of Waterloo

The topic may seem like a cliche, a good when that concern turns to cynicism the door in Toronto, but he was told that he had to stay nominated for the ne<
subject for a movie like The Candidate with m wide to tyranny ’ with the party line. Council.
Robert Redford or The Best Man with Henry It was refreshing, then, to listen to former “I literally choked on my own words when Zuccaro is frank i
Fonda and C^iff Robertson. But the qualities Mississauga North provincial Liberal candidate I spoke on certain topics at public meetings. nwo 0pp0nents in the 1

i kJH that make li good’ dramaUc c01™ on fllm Vince Zuccaro discuss his reasons for not seek- That was at first. Later it became easier for me
L. 'Mm make it equally good for a real life drama. ■ his party-s nomination again to change my principles so that I could say the Although disagree

It has often been said that the real essence There was no bitterness at his experience nghtthmgs wUhout hesitation.
V IlR of democratic government does not he m the in- ith th , , i j^al oartv organization and Winning became die most important small c Christian al

herent good or evil of its politicians, but rather th no anger Instead them seems a sim- thln« There is n0 excuseln saying that I went This man has found
in the checks and balances that the system oie d^ppointment at what he saJhZ iiSde in‘° thing in a naive way, but I found out party structure w,

\ applies to the wielders of power. Thank doToblllL^S that it wasn’t the same ball'game as it first dividuality."

’ goodness for that. that party poutics demanded in last fall’s appeared to be. DfSSUno in th» But (or Jones’Zuc
■,'msm Many of us instinctively dislike the naive provincial election. . pressu" ™ * e judgment “It has notl

baby who tries the political waters once, only to ,n the slx months )eading up to his „omina- ^ *as p"“™°“ and S plJTs^ctLre d,sUkln* ,he ™n pe'
run back crying that it’s not as warm as he had Uon last June lhe 35-year^ld optometrist grew HeTund lS taSrhtvTfowW droS in tremendous salesman
expected Our western society more admires more and more e)[cited at the idea 0f becoming ™ mlrt^reto be Alerted patent-leather-shoes. [

» the hustler, the tough guy who gets things done, a politician. Tv ft^Uv had atovfbeen the most im- salesman-style that a: MS in^atltofs—g with Already involved in his community, Zuc portanUhmgto me bmtofoZ trough with pr0V,nCla‘ P°Ut,eS’proves incapab g caro looke(j forward to the chance to do politics, nothing could come before it.” In losing Zucarro'
Be that as it may, such expressions of something fulfilling. He was also a realist and Zuccaro lost the election by about 1,500 the next Ontario electi

'I ‘‘realism’’ should not temper our desire to at admits that the idea of personal power and votes when he polled third place in the big an honorable politician
least try to keep the system clean. prestige played a major part. Mississauga North riding behind the winner, has left local party regi

Perhaps the greatest threat to democracy is But with his nomination this Uttle morality Conservative Terry Jones, and NDP runner-up slap in the face used to
cynicism. I found it particularly frightening to play starts to turn sour. David Busby. -? Thanks?I needed the

! rsl Stewart Page _________________________ _____________


