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Red Army defector speaks at York
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morale and bad relations between York City in July 1984. Movchan is
senior enlisted men and the younger one of the chosen few Red Armv
Rj\d /"ny , recruits.” Movchan defectors who have been given pas-
added that he believed these inci- sage to the West from Afghanistan, 
dents were caused by the fact that There are at present 700 Red Armv
many Red Army soldiers felt that defectors being held in Afghanistan
Russia s war with Afghanistan was and according to Movchan “only 10 
unjust. Even the higher ranking have been permitted passage to the 

Soviet officers questioned the rea- West. Western 
sons for Soviet presence in Afghanis­
tan” Movchan said.

Movchan told observers of how he 
harbored by an Afghan villager 

who helped him get to the Afghan 
Partisans, the guerilla fighters who 
oppose the Soviet Red Army. Dur­
ing his 13 month stay with the Parti- ern Press coverage of the Soviet-

Afghanistan war has been inade­
quate. “The problem of Afghanistan 
should be of concern to people all 
around the world” he said, “Afghan­
istan is not the first victim of Soviet 
aggression, and it won’t be the last.”
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A defector from the Soviet Red 
Army in Afghanistan condemned 
Soviet aggression and appealed to 
Canadians to offer sanctuary to 
defectors still trapped in Afghanis­
tan in a talk held at York last 
Wednesday.

Mykola Movchan, speaking by 
means of a translator told the small 
audience in Curtis Lecture Hall G 
that he was drafted into the Red 
Army on March 22, 1982, at age 19, 
and upon completing his military 
training was posted in Afghanistan.

Movchan said that upon entering 
the Red Army he knew very little
about Russia’s war with Afghanistan sans Movchan did not partake in the 
because Soviet press coverage of the war, but he saw the “devastation of 
war had been sparse and misleading. agriculture and industry and the 
He added that initially he was under slaughter of countless Afghan peo- 
the impression that the reason the pie.” Movchan showed slides docu- 
Soviets were in Afghanistan was to menting this devastation. One slide
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reluctant to accept Soviet Red Army 
defectors from Afghanistan.” He 
pointed out that three attempts have 
been made to get Red Army defec­
tors into Canada and they have all 
failed. Movchan also said that West-
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The York Enquiry Service is 

looking for concerned, 
knowledgeable York students to 

serve as Enquiries Assistants from 
mid'May through mid-September.

If you are interested 

and available for the entire 
period, please submit

Mary Schaufele,
York Enquiry Service,
West Office Building

by April 1, 1986.
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