Tigers Disembowel
Tommies

by Bruce Galloway

The high-flying Dalhousie
Hockey Tigers capped a successful
four game homestand with a two
game sweep over the St. Thomas
Tommies last weekend. Saturday
night Dal shut out the Tommies 9-
0 and Sunday afternoon the New
Brunswick school took it on the
chin again, 17-3, at the hands of the
Tigers.

The Tigers are now 5-0 in post-
Christmas AUAA league play.

In Sunday’s game, after building
up a two period 8-2 lead, Tiger
coach Peter Esdale made an unus-
ual line change.

“We threw all the names in the
hat, and then players drew to see
what lines they would be on,” said
Esdale. The experiment paid big as
the Tigers went on to score 9 times
in the third period.

Leading all scorers was Gary
Ryan, who almost equalled his sea-
son output to date with 4 goals and
2 assists. Brian Gualazzi and Peter
Glynn notched hat tricks while Tim

Cranston and Moochie Friesen
added a pair each. Scoring singles
for the Tigers were Neil Megan-
nety, Blaine Kulak, and Mike
" Jeffrey.

Replying for the Tommies were
John Dallaire, Gary Bedryk, and
Gary Rodgers.

Saturday night the Tigers scored
just 13 seconds into the game and
built up a 4-0 lead by the end of the
first period. Mike Jeffrey and Tim
Cranston each scored twice for the
Tigers while Brian Gualazzi, Paul
Jeffrey, Gary Ryan, John Kibyuk
and Neil Megannety added singles.
Darren Cossar earned the shutout
stopping 15 shots.

In both games the Tommies
attempted to bottle up the bigger
and faster Tigers in their own end
with strong forechecking. The Tig-
ers, however, had little problem in
breaking out, often catching the
STU defense up the ice in the pro-
cess. Particularly effective in this
role was the line of Cranston, Meg-
annety, and Glynn, who repeatedly
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created 2 on | and 3 on 2 scoring
opportunities.

Despite the lopsided scores, Kirk
Firlotte and Brent Greffard (who
replaced Firlotte in the 3rd period
of Sunday's game) played well in
the Tommies' net, coming up with
big saves on several occasions.

Esdale, commenting on the one-
sided scores, stressed that the Tigers
were not trying to “run up” the
score on the hapless Tommies. “We
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were quite concerned about our
goals for and against,” noted
Esdale. “Down the road it could be
very important in determining
home ice advantage in the
playoffs,” explained Esdale.

In the last four games the Tigers
have outscored their opponents
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Panthers.
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