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What if the administration
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Smith
When I was an undergrad-
uate .our University went our
and bought and payed for our
own center — it was ours.
Brunswickan
Do Larson and Larson design
functional buildings?
Smith
I lived in a barracks once
when I was in the army, and
it was a dam sight more com-
fortable and more pleasant,
with much better public ac-
commodations.
Brunswickan
Do you mind that an Ameri-
can firm was asked to do the
design work?
Smith
There is no shortage of ar-
chitects every bit as competent
in this country.
Brunswickan
If 3ou were commispioned as

University architect — what,

would you do?
Smith

First realize I'm not a quali-
fied architect, only an archi-
tectural historian. To begin
with I would consult exten-
sively with the faculty and stu-
dents to discover the functional
needs. Secondly find a suitable
site and then call in an archi-
tect whose work we knew and
admired. Give kim a prelimi-
nary commission to come up
with some preliminary sketch-
es and ideas and if these were
suitably interesting and excit-
ing commission him to produce
working drawings which
could be checked for functions
and needs. You just don’t sign
your powers of veto away to
some firm at the beginning.

Brunswickan

Why does no one really
question the plans of Larson
and Larson?

| Smith

Mostly because they are told
to design a building and do
just that. When finished you
see it In that state. You never
see sketches that enable you
to consider the building as il
suits the site. It's a package
deal that enables no major
changes. Now with the propos-
ed SUB you have a dramatic
fall of land but no attempt to
let it edge over the hill, making
it exciting and interesting 1o
be in and to look at. Rooms
and proportions should be in-
teresting, This is my basic ob-
jection to the whole architec-
ture of the campus: it's no-
thing — it could be anywhere!!

Brunswickan

The proposed SUB is a free-
standing building. As such is
there any basic flaw in Lar-
son’s plan,

Smith

Yes, this is an area which
you can approach from all
sides, yet the building is a
street-building. Notice that the
main facade is the only one
which they’ve shown in the
drawings. It’s laid out like a
stage set and what happens
when you walk around to the
back? Doors opening with gar-
bage cans sitting out. It will
look like most of Larson’s other
buildings — rather odd, and as
though they were intended to
face an alley. 2500 years ago
the Greeks discovered that
freestanding buildings had to
be appealing from all sides —
Larson hasn't realized this yet!
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B. F. Macaulay
Vice President (Admin)
“It's something like a painting
— it has subtle appeal.”
Brunswickan
Do you like the style of ar-
chitecture on this campus?
Macaulay
Yes. I like this, Now I quite
realize that everyone doesn't
like it. Architecture is like
buying a suit of clothes or an
automobile, people go for all
sorts of styles because person-
al tastes vary.
Brunswickan
What do you like in it?
Macaulay
Well I like the form and the
shape of it. It's a well-proven
and well-tried type of archi-
tecture. I just like to look at
it — it's something like a paint-
ing, it has subtle appeal.

ofVEN ON ARCHITECTURE

Prof. McLaughlin
Civil Engineering
“The old must make way for
the nmew"”.
Brunswickan
From a cursory glance of the
SUB plans would you say that
they are going to serve the stu-
dents needs??
McLaughlin
Well, it not balanced for your
needs. There should be more
room to work. You people have
to decide what you want. Don't
let someone tell you what you
need.
Brunswickan
Do you generally like the
Larson structures on this cam-
pus?
McLaughlin
I would have to balance an
aesthetic approach against a
professional approach. I think
that we should be building
structures which represent mo-
dern day technology — but for
a small campus our buildings

do have some aesthetic charac-

teristics.
(SEE page 14)
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