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THE C. P. R. ALL-RED UiNE

F ROM Liverpool to Quebec in less thaa six days is now the record
(if the Caniadiani Pacific steamiers-and Canada is proud of these

two great vessels, of the men who had the courage to put 'them into
commission and of the St. Lawrence route, ivhich has been $0 ofteni
condemnied. Perhiaps the vindication of the St. Lawrence route
brings the greatest quantity oS pride and pleasure in its train.

Just on the hieels oS this triumph, there is a revival of the rumour
that the C. P. R. has ordered two larger and faster steamers for the
saine route. These are tço be huilt on the Clyde and be ready for
service in 1910. If the>y displace the Empresses, these will probably
be placed upon the Pacific Ocean. And, mark you, the C. P. R. will
then have an AIl-Red route from Liverpool to Yokahama and
Australia. The dreami oS Sir Wilfrid Laurier and the Hon. Clifford
Sifton will have corne true-but the owners of the route will be the
Canadian Pacîfic Railway Company, not Mr. Sifton and his Sriends.
Down tumbles another of Mr. Sifton's great projects. No other coin-
pany would dare, even with a huge bonus Srom Great Britain, Canada
and Australia, to go into competition with the greatest railway and
shipping corporation on the continent.

Canada need flot worry about Sir Thomas Shaughnessy's triumphi
over the Hon. Clifford Sifton and his AII-Red Route. Ail the advan-
ta,-es which Mr'. Sifton foresaw will be ours and the only PrivileL-e

example, the western papers printed a list of 1,500 new towns west
of Lake Superior, which 'had been christened during the past twelve
years. This list was secured by taking the namnes on Stovel's current
railway mnap and eliminating ail the namnes which appeared in Wag-
horn's guide for 1896. True, some of these are mere flag-stations on
the railway lines but undoubtedly the majority of them are thriving
villages, and a few of them prosperous towns and budding cities.
Fifteen hundred new railway stations is pretty rapid growtýh in twelve
years, and yet this is but the beginning of development in the west
and the north.

Aniother favourite feature of the western Liberal papers was a
pair of maps showing the railways in 1896 and those of 1908. In
1896, between Port Arthur and Banif, there were 3,366 miles of rail-
way; in 1908 there were 9,365 miles of railway 'built or under 'Con-
struction. Ini 1896 the C. P. R. operated 2,954 miles, and in 1908,
4,541 miles, an increase of about 1,600 miles. In 1896, the other
railways only totalled 412 miles, while now they exhibit 4,824 miles,
the chieS owners being the Canadian Northern and the Grand Trunk
Pacific. The Northern Pacific had less in 1908 than in 1896.

This tremendous growth in railway mileage, of which the growth
in villages and towns is complementary, indicates the persistent move-
ment of population which is now taking place. He would not be a
daring man, who would venture that during the next twelve years the
West will show an even greater growth in population than during
the past twelve. The larger the magnet, the greater its drawing
power, and fromn this reasoning every Canadian should be an optimist.
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