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A Typical Doukhobor Village (Michalooka) In Western Canada.

The Doulihobors
N EARLY one hundred years ago the R-ussian Minis-ter of the Interior informed, an Fnglish visiter that

the Doukhobors were descendants cf followers of

John -luss. Their own tradition is that tlieyý sprang
frein three brothers, Ccssacks cf the Don, wlic were led

te forsake the ceremonies cf the Russian Churdli for a

simpler worship. About 1777 the Cossacks cf the Don

fell under the ban of the ecclesiastical law ats heretics.

From that time the "Doukhobortsi," as Senator La-

pukhin cailed themn in i8o6 were cruelly persecuted both

by imprisontient and torture, a ukase reading "vey
body who shall be convicted cf belonging te the sect of

Doukhobortsi shahl be condemned te life-long liard.
labour."~

Alexander- I. was, however, gracieusly disposed to

restere te them their rights, after his minister Lapnkhin,
had investigated their disabilities, and somne of thein

came back front the places cf their banisâment. They

were granted an especial, place ôf settlement apart from

the Greek Orthedex kussians. Thus several thouisands

eventuaily congregated just north cf the Crimnea and re-

malned there until i84o. It is significalit te note juist

a century agc the llrst instance cf refusai to bear arins

on the part cf the Donkhobors engaged fit the first

Turkish War. These men threw awav their aruis in the

midst of the fighting, whîle two Cossacks, whio refnised te

obey the mlitary authorities were sentenced te deatli.
The "Milkv Waters Cclonv" îin the Melitopol dis-

trict cf the tauris geverninent consistedl cf nine vil-

lages, the central eue being caiied Terpenie (patience).

Trhere sat the parîsh assembly and lu Terpeiiie was

aise estabiished the orphan lieuse. It was a large

fratrie building, situated in a park containing- fruit and

forest trees and-was cailed "Zion" by the Doukliobors.

Mr. .Josephi Elkintou, lu his histery of this peculiar

people, says that the households generally were in a

flourishing condition, thanks to the abundance cf land,

communal hnsbandry, aud the enterpr.ising spirit of the

DoukhoborS with regard te agricultural. improvemnents.

There were 13,500 acres cf arable land in thîs tract, so

that each man had rather more than 45 acres. Their

f arrning was ail donc in commun and the produce divided

equally. They aiso erected storehouses for food li case

of fainie.
lu 1887 there were twenty thouisand Douikhobors in

the southern settlemeut. lu spite of persecuitien the

coon ad net been unpresperousl' but duiring the fol-

leigdecade their sufle rings became se great tliat thiey

deslred te, leave Russia and in 1898 were viven iiermis-

sien te emigrate. Major Maude agreed te uindertake

negotiatîius w'ith the Canianiý gevernmreflt anid lie and

Prince jliIkov accoxnauiied tlie flrst twe Deukliobor

famrilles te Canada. The prospectilig party arrived in

Quebec, September Iotl, 1898, a.nd Professer Mâaver of

Toronito. had succeeded iu înterestinig a nuimber cf

governiment officials iu the propesedi exoduls. On Jan-

uary 20th, 1,399 the steamship "'Lake Huironi" landed

more thani twe thousand Doukhebors at Halifax. A

paper of that city spoke lu favourable termIs cf the new

settiers - "'fhi Donikhobers are people of the purest

Russian type, largre and streng, men and womeni beth

heing cf magnificent pyiu.They are characterised by

broacl, squiare sheuilders,, heavy limbs, and a massive

build generally. Their featuires are premînent, but re-

fined, and bear the marks of a lite thnt is free frein vice

of any kimid. l'le most striking dharacteristic of all is

the brîglit, kindly sparkle cf their eyes, whldh £rives a

wiiining expression te the whele face, and quiiclv wins

confidence ini their dharacter. Ail their habits deinion-
strate that they are possessed of keen, minds."

The' flrst conitingenutt had hardlv been ianded ini t~
imnmigration buiildingýs at Winnipeg and eisewheure, wh
the second steamship, uLake Suiperiur," bronght anoth
two thousand to lialifax, accompanied by Counit Si
gins Tolstoi, son of the great novelist.

Onie thousated survivors of the 1)oukhobor colony
Cypirus were broight out to Canada and were prompt
transported to Yorkton and Assiniboia. Then a lar
party of 2,278 Doukhobors saîled froin, Batoum and ï
rived at Quehec on Jue 6th, 1899. This was the last
the "Larger Party" remaining in the Caucasus and the
camne fromn the Province of Kars. Prince Hi-lkov hi
previouisly gene to the Prince Albert district of Sï
katchewan to secure land for this party. The Canai
Governmnent preferred to give them, sections situa
some three hundred miles to the northwest of the et
settlemnents ini Assiniboia and Manitoba, where the pi
vienis arrivais hiad settled. The Dominion Governme
set aside somI-e 270,48o acres of prairie land for the 7,3
Douikhebors (1,,500o of these were mnen) who hadl taIk
refuige within its juirisdiction. The larger part cf t
tract wvas located niear the jiniction of Manitoh)a and t
territories then called the "Northwe-st," somre seveut
five miles north of Yorkton. The most western sett
ment is on Duck Lake.

The Doukhobors liye in "villages. lDr. Sanuders
Ottawa reports their houses as "substantially builit
logs, and roefed with poles, on which prairie sod abo
four inches thick is laid and the interstices filled wi
fie earth. The sides of the honses are well plastered
the exterior with dlay mîxed with cut straw. The fuiri
ture in the houses is ail of their own mnake. Most cf t
houses consist cf one large reoin for livingy, cooking, ce
ing and sleeping. The aim is to have in ail thieir v
lages a lieus for each fanuily and their houses are bei:
erected at varying distances in twe rows with a wi
street between them."t

Physically, the Doukhobors showed theinselves fltt
te face the hard work of tilling the soul cf a new count
and making homes in an unsettlttd district. They w(
recognised as a "peculiar people" in religions views, a
those cf more erthodox belief have, perhaps, made t
littie effort te uinderstand thcmi. The Angylo-Sa.xon ch
ne(:t allow lis religion to influence his diet and coný
quientlv lie regards withi amiable coutempt the veý
tatrianlismn whidh seerns te be part of the Dotikhoeb
creed. Eeowever the "pilgrimnages" mnay have excited t
mingled wonder and amusement of theîr British-I)c
neighboinrs, their practical aid lias not been Lcking wF
the Dounobors were suflering duiring the first years
hardship. Tleir aversion te warfare lias not inateria
aflected the rnanntr i, whidli they are regarded,
farming not figlitig lias beexi the pressing. need of 1
Wvest. Ilowev er, wlien the Doukhobor's conscience woi
aot allow hlm, te purchase a Inarriage license, the 1;

xnuldly persuladed hirm tliat it lias semnetling ta do w:
the rites of H{ymen and that two dollars is not
exorbitant charge.

Tliese,peeple are hArd~ te xinderstand and most pee

who have described themn pralise tliemi for thecir induýo

and domestic peacefullness. Thley are se secretive and 1

commulnicative that they have neyer revealed the ti

inwardness of thieir minds. Tliey are commniiiists, but

it from principle or frem semIne Otlier motive ? lh

they some secret bond which makes themn differexxt fri

other peeples, and is this bond dangereulS to the cc
mon citizeiship ?

An auitherîty whe lias investigated these people

lias made seule startinig disceveries, will prescrit
flnding in nlext week's issuie.


