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Fourth. — That with reference to ventilating the system
as a precaution against gas explosions the only recommen-
dation to be made is one looking to a continuance of effort
to provide an efficient method of sealing house connections
at both house and service box ends to prevent fire in buildings
from communication with an explosive mixture in service
hoxes.

bifth. — That the provision already made for ventilating
the trunk manholes of the system 1s adequate even under
such conditions as existed during the fire, which together
with the weekly inspections should be continued with such
improvements as may, from time to time, be found to have
merit.

Sixth. — That the house to house system should be extend-
ed on certain streets but without at this time any specific
recommendation being made.

Seventh. — That although every pole and pole connection
within the burned district was destroyed, the method of
pole distribution is perfectly practicable and. satisfactory in
residential and business sections where service connections
are infrequent and where a house to house System would
not be economical.

In line with this conclusion the further recommendation
is relevant that no pole lines carrying wires should be per-
mitted on any street in the built up portions of the city.

There are alleys generally sufficient for all purposes of
distribution from poles, and in cases where there are no
alleys special arrangements for taking care of the service
covld be made. Lateral connections provided by the city
will render the continuance of the prevailing mode of distri-
bution from poles located in prominent streets and avenues
both undesirable and unnecessary.

As nearly as _can be estimated without definite data from -
the companies interested in the furtherance of this plan, it
is believed that the Commission has sufficient funds in hand
to carry out this work throughout this built up portion of
the city.

Respectfully submitted,
CHS.-E. PHELPS,
Chief LEngineer.
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FINARCE COMMITTERE
Report of meeting held the 21st. March.

Present: " Ald. Vallieres, Ekers,
Payette and DeSerres.

The chairman, Mr. Cook and the secretary of the Union
of Municipalities came before the Committee asking that
the subscription of Montreal be raised from $3c0 to $500.

It was then moved by Ald. Kkers that the resolution adopt-
ed at last meeting of Council be reconsidered and that the
subscription be raised to $500, being $267, representing $1.00
for each 1,000 inhabitants of the City of Montreal, and the
remainder as a bonus; it was also moved by Ald. De Serres
to add that this amount would not be paid unless the other
Municipalities, comprised in the Union, subscribed and paid
their proportionnal subscriptions.

Submitted, a report from Mr, Robb containing his answers
to questions put by Council to this Committee at the request
of Ald. Couture, concerning the Hamel defalcation, and
the floating debt of the City on the 1st. of March, instant.

On motion of Ald. Lapointe, it was

Resolved: That this Committee having received Mr, Robb’s
answers to said questions, the same be forwarded to Council.

Submitted, two letters, one from Mr. Lamarre at the other
from Mr. Ouimet, asking to be appointed to certain posi-
tions.

Resolved: To submit the same to sub-committee com-
posed of Ald. Valliéres, Lapointe and the Treasurer.

Adjourned.

chairman, Lapointe,

L.-0. DAVID,
City Clerk.
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CITY COUNCIL
Report of special meeting held the 2rst. March.
(According to the minutes of Council, Vol. 166, Page 1)
His Worship Mayor H./Laporte, in the chair,

Present: Ald. Valliéres, Lariviére, St. Denis, Robertson,
Clearihue, Lévy, Dagenais, Lavallée, Robillard, Turner, Sad-



