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and provides mo:2 employment for workmen
than any industry except agriculture.

The importance of a short waterway to the
lumber industry will be enormous. Vast quan-
titics of material now left in the woods owing to
cost of transportation will become available for
export, and will swell the traflic to much larger
proportions without trenching seriously on the
supply. The country to be passed through
possesses notonly a large supply of pine, but
also hardwoods, which are being used in in-
creased quantities in the maonufacture of fur-
niture, in house finishing, etc. The great spruce
tracts will also be opened up, and the develop-
ment of the pulp industry encouraged.

The lumbermen in Algoma, Nipissing and
other northern districts will welcome the com-
pletion ot the canal.  They will thus be enabled
to reach their natural market at reasonable
carrying charges.

As to the mining properties, we will quote
from the prospectus of the company :

* Millions of acres of fertile lands in Northern
Ontario now covered with timber will with the
advent of cheap transportation f{ill up with
settlers; and in Algoma, Temiscamingue and
Nipissing districts many thousands of people
will make homes. Lands now worthless, or
held at a nominal figure only, owing to lack of
transportation facilities, will at once acquire
value approaching nearly to that of lands in the
well-settled portions of the province. Mining
and smelting operations, the requirements of
manufacturing, and of the population will give‘
rise to an ever-increasing demand for coal ; and
an important feature of the traffic in the near
future will be the carriage of coal from Lake
Eric points to points on the system and to
French River as a coaling station for vessels
engaged in the train trade, with return traffic of
lumber and ores from the rich timber and miner-
al regions along the route; and probably also
the carriage, as a return cargo, of Nova Scotia
coal from Montreal to points along the route.
Mining is yet in its infancy in the Ottawa coun-
try, but researches made up to the present time
have shown it to be possessed of incalculable
stores of mineral wealth. Within a few miles
of the city of Ottawa are immense quantities of
iron ore of great richness. The nickel and
copper deposits of the Sudbury region are al-
ready famous. Several years ago experts who
examined the deposits for the United States
Navy Department estimated the ore then in
sight at 650,000,000 tons, constituting the
largest known supply. At many points the
Huronian formation, which extends over an area
of thousands of square miles, has been found to
abound in minerals. Gold, silver-bearing ga-
lena, zinc, platinum, tin, molybdenum, graphite,
apatite, mica and iron are found, and to some
extent already mined. Fine granites, sand-
stones, roofing-slates, serpentine and dolomitic
marbles, etc., are among the non-metallic
mineral resources of commercial importance

awaiting development ; and the carriage of ores,
building-stones, marbles, granites, etc., must in
a short time afford the source of considerable
revenue to the canals. The four items already
wentioned— viz., grain lumber, coal, and ores —
constitute almost go per cent. of the commerce
of the Great Lakes, and the bulk of the traffic of
the Ottawa route will no doubt be derived from
the same sources.”

EFFECT OF THE CAR SHORTAGE ON THE
LUMBER TRADE.

BrLow will be found the opinions of lumber
manufacturers and dealers regarding the recent
shortage in the supply of freight cars for the
movement of lumber. The opinions were offer-
ed at the solicitation of the CANADA LUMBERMAN
avbout the middle of October, and are based on
individual experiences. Quesuons were asked
as to the extent of the shoriage, and whether it
was the opinion that other goods had been given
precedence over lumber.

ImperiaL Lusser Co., Toronto: ** \We cannot com-
plain seriously of any delay regarding cars.”

PempRORE Lusmser Co., Pembroke, Ont.: ¢ We have
no reason to complain of car supply fiom the C. P. R,
but the Canada Atlantic Ry. has not supplied the demand
at all satisfactorily.”

ORiLLIA EXPORT LUMBER CoMPany, Orillia, Ont.:
+ We certainly bave suffered severely in our business for
want of cars. Ve had orders placed wecks ago that re-
main unfilled, but cars seem lo be more plentiful since
the 15th inst.”

J. E. Murpnty, Hepworth Station, Ont.: 1 had most
of my lumber marketed before the scarcity of cars oc-
curred.  For what little I have been shipping out, I have
been fairly well supplied with cars, leaving no grounds
for personal complaint.”

J. D. Stiigr, Bracebridge, Ont.: “\We have, indeed,
found the car supply far short of our wants. We have
many orders ahead, in fact cnough to keep us busy for
several weeks.  Until lately we do not think other freights
got precedence. Now the grain trade is taking all the
good box cars, Foreign cars are also scarce.”

MiCcKLE, DYMENT & SoN, Barrie : ¢ Wehave suffered a
very heavy loss by the shortage of cars, and in fact have
been at nearly a standstill with our shipping. We have
only been getting about one-cighth of the cars we need.
The G. T. R. have been using the .nost of their flat cars
for hauling gravel for their own use, consequently lumber-
men had to go without.”

THe GEORGIAN Bay LuMser CoMprany, Waubaushene,
Ont.: *We bave been furnished a very fair supply of
cars during the season, at times not as many as we de-
sired, but have no complaints to make on that score.
Just now box cars are scarce.  We presume this is owing
to the rush of grain from the west. This will shortly
stop, and we will then, posaibly, get plenty for lumber.”

Ruobnes, Curry & Co., Amherst, N. S.: ¢ Cars have
been somewhiat scarce in the lower provinces for all
classes of goods. We think, perhaps, the lumbermen
have fared as well as any other shippers.  Personally we
have had very little trouble about cars, as we are con-
stantly unloading cars coming into us and also building
new cars, most of which we bave the privilege of loading
up again,”

Joux H. EvER, Toronto: * We have not experienced
any shortage, this fall, in freight cars, although e have
shipped considerably more than in previous years. I at-
tribute the satisfuctory supply to the fact that we always
have our cars handled smartly and released in good time
upon their arrival at destination. We believe the rril-
ways keep a record of this and supply cars to those
shippers who release their cars the most promptly.”

GiLMour & Hughsos, Hull, Que.:  We have felt the
shortage of cars in the most positive kind of way-—an
absolute faumine. We have orders amounting to hund-
reds of cars, reccived in September and not yet shipped.
We do not know haw it is in other goods, but fancy it to
be the same but in a lesser degree.  We think there is no
doubt the railways have given preference to other busi-
ness that paid greater freight.  And then, too, we think
e Canadian railways have had so much business within
the country that they would allow no cars to go off their
own roads<. The American lines knowing this, have re-
fused to send them any cars, when they could get no
Canadian cars in exchange, The famine has not been

confined to this country ; it has been gencral over the
whole continent.  We think it is exaggerated in some
parts of Canada,”

RAT Portace Lusser Co., Rat Portage, Ont.: * We
have not experienced any serious loss to our trade
through a shortage of cars. We are situated on the
main line of the C. P, R,, about oo miles west of Lake
Superior, and as the C. P. R have a large number ot
empty cars moving westward mostly all seasons of the
year, they are only too glad to leave them off hiere to be
loaded with lumber to be distributed throughout Manitoba,
where they are again loaded up with wheat for Fort
William,"

HuntsviLLe Lumser Co., Huntsvills, Ont.: ¢ There
has been a great shorwage of cars, more especially thn
cary, at this point for a long time. We have been urging
the management both at Allandale and Montreal, but
with litte effect.  We believe that this point being inlind
has not had a fair show, at least several of the buyers
have informed us that they could get cars at any time al
Georgian Bay points.  We have been behind with om
orders to the extent of 130 to 250 cars for some months.’

MaiTLaNDd, Rixon & Co., Owen Sound, Ont.: ¢ Re
shortage of freight cars to move our stock this seasun,
would say we have up to datc had no trouble to get cars,
which may be accounted for in this way: A large lake
traffic is done through this port, which necessitates the
unloading of the large amount of both flat and box cars
and leaves plenty available for local shippers.  Besides
this we have two very accommodating agents here on the
C. P. R. and G. T. R., who are always looking after the
interests of local shippers.”

Massev-HaRrR1s Co,, Toronto : ¢ We ourselves have not
had any great difficulty so far in securing a supply of cars
for our outwurd shipments. We have had some difliculty
in securing supplies of cars for lumber shipments inwards,
and our inspectors have sometimes been obliged to wait
a day or two for cars. Up to the present time, however,
we have not had much cause for complaint. We under.
stand from coal shippers and iron shippers that they arc
having great trouble in getting supplies of cars. Asto
whether a preferenceis given to other goods over lumber
we cannot express any opinion.”

Oniver LumBer Co., Toronto : ¢ The greatest short-
age of cars that we experienced was foreign cars, having
to wait sometimes for (wo or threc weeks before we
could obtain them. We are not aware whether the mil-
road companies have given precedence to other com-
modities over lumber. We have always been of the
opinion that the railroad companies paid t.o much at-
tention to through business to the exclusion of their
local customers, and hauled commodities for a good deal
less money than they would have made had they looked
after their local trade. So far as our experience goes, we
have had to refuse orders on account of want of cars.”

A. F. Bury AustiN, Montreal : ¢ We have never
experienced, since we have been in business, such

° a shortage of freight cars to move our stock of lumber.

My belief is that the railway companies have given other
goods precedence over lumber.  We have not been able
to get sufficient cars for our lumber for export, and ocean
steamers have been daily leaving this port without half
the lumber space being filled which has been bought for
lumber. The railways have made a rush for the grain
traffic, for which no doubt they get a higher rate than
for lumber. Again, the railway compasics have been
doing a good deal of construction work, which has
utilized their flat cars, and it has been almost impossible
to get a supply of cars to ship our dimension timber. The
writer has still some very large contracts to fill for tran--
portation, but we are at the mercy of the railways.  We
just have to take an odd car when it is given to us, and
now that the lumber companies have hada short supply
of cars, naturally a large amount of lumber has to be
shipped. but the railways have taken good care to ad-
vance freight rates on lumber. We expect the lumber
trade to be far better next year, and if we do not get
better car service than we got this year, all lumbermen
will be placed in a very awkward positien. My im-
pression is that the railway companics ought to provide
a better car supply to the lumber manufacturers, as the
railway companics get a very large revenue from the




