
Cfje <$ratn (^rotoenf <$uibe
Winnipeg, Webnefbap, January 24tt), 1917

DEMAND NATIONAL GOVERNMENT
There is a steadily growing demand for 

National Government in Canada. Ind pend­
ent thinkers have favored National Govern­
ment ever since the outbreak of war. A good 
many Liberals also favor the idea, but now 
leading Conservatives and some Conservative 
newspapers are advocating that party and 
patronage should give way to the best interests 
of the State. The leading financial journals 
arc also advocating a National Government 
The general tenor of these united demands 
are that there should be a re-arrangement of 
the cabinet to include some of the leading 
members of the Liberal party .representatives of 
organised agriculture and organized labor and 
some able business men selected entirely for 
their ability and regardless of whether or not 
they are members of parliament The pressure is 
growing stronger each day on the Government, 
but still there is no suggestion from Ottawa 
that the Government will sacrifice any of the 
glory and spoils of office for the general welfare 
of the State. The only objection the Govern­
ment can have to being nationalized is that 
some members of the present cabinet will lose 
their jobs, and naturally each one thinks the 
“other fellow" is the one who should lose his 
job first It will remain to be seen whether 
the members of the present Parliament and 
the members of the present Government arc 
big enough to solve this problem

THE TARIFF AND CORN SYRUP
Every housewife knows the value and ex­

tensive use of corn syrup. There is a duty 
of 32 per cent on corn syrup importalioos 
entering Canada This means that the farmers' 
and laborers' wives in Canada are paying 21 
cents more per ten pound tin. or over two 
cents per pound more fur Canadian corn syrup 
than they would have to pay for an equally 
good imported brand if there were no tant! 
on syrup. Here are the figures from one of 
the largest wholesale houses in. Winnipeg —
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But even with the restrictive tarif! large 
amounts of corn syrup are being brought in 
and sold nght now below the price of our 
Canadian syrup MacdutuUd-Chapman. one 
wholesale grocery finn/of Winnipeg, sold over 
three carloads of imported syrup ousting |6.600 
in the month just preceding t hnstmas Mr 
Macdonald sûtes also that Canadian manu­
facturers force the wholesalers to seO syrup 
at a certain stated price, and U Uu» price is 
cut either on thru own or imported syrups 
they refuse to supply more Canadian made 
syrup to such wholesalers.

CJML TAX EXEMPTION
It will be very welcome news to a large 

'•umber of people living in Western Canada 
that in the year 1921 the tax exemption on 
CPR lands «nil expire It has been a great 
hardship on many school districts and muni­
cipalité» where there are Urge areas of vacant 
C P R land that they have not been able to 
levy any ux upon The original agreement 
with the Canadian Pacific Railway company Aa Ottawa 
«ras made on October 21. IM0 and ratified by 
parliament on February IS. IM1. By this 
agreement the C.P R secured fiSî.ouo o t) 
worth of completed nul «ray built by the Gov- 

it. S23.000.000 in «eh and 23.000.000

acres of hand-picked lands along the main 
line of the railway from Winnipeg West into 
British Columbia. Subsequently the company 
accepted cash in lieu of 6,000,000 acres, so 
that they only received 18,000,000 acres. One 
clause in this remarkable agreement vrith the 
C.P.R reads as follows:—

“Claw 16 —The Canadian Pacific Railway and 
all elation an»l MalMm grounds, workshops. build­
ings, yank and other property, rolling stock and 
appurteoaneee required and ueed (or the too- 
et ruction and working thereof and ihe capital 
stock of the company shall be forever free, from 
taaatioa by the Dominion or by any province 
hereafter lo be cwlabbabrd or by any municipal 
corporation thereon, and the lands of the com­
pany in the Northwest Temteriee until they are 
either sold or nrrtipisd shall ako be free from 
legation for twenty yean after the grant thereof 
from the crown "

It «rill be noted that the railway property 
of the company is free from taxation of ail 
kinds for ail time to come. The land was 
supposed to be free for tarent y years. The 
agreement, however, «ras not very carefully 
drawn up and the company very shrewdly 
took care not to get their patent from the 
crown until 1901 and 1903 Parliament in­
tended that the Und should be taxed terenty 
years after the agreement was made, but on 
account of the wording of the contract the 
company held that taxes could not be imposed 
until twenty years after they got their patent 
This was carried thru to the Supreme Court 
of Canada where the C.P.R was upheld so 
that this Und «rill not be taxable until 1921, 
that is twenty years from the date of the 
patent The land which the company secured 
m this free grant was estimated by Sir Thomas 
White. Finance Minister in 1913 to be worth 
S230.000.000 The special privilege of tax 
exemption on this land has been estimated 
at from fJ0.000.000 to S40.000.000 The Ux 
exemption on all the property of the company 
must amount to immensely more than this 
The burden of tax exem|>lion on the land has all 
fallen on Western Canada with no compens­
ation In addition the freight rates on the 
CPR in Western Canada were shown a few 
years ago to average about 73 per cent higher 
than in Eastern Canada After a very ex­
haustive investigation by the Rail «ray Com­
mission it «ras discovered that the West was 
being dsscnminated against, but by some pro­
cess of reasoning, understood only by thrm- 
setves, the Rail «ray Commission ruled that 
this dismmination «ras justified Some slight 
reduction» in rates were made, but freight 
rates in the West today are from 60 per cent 
lo 70 per opt higher than in the East The 
exprens companies are merely a side line of 
the railway companies and by a ruling of the 
Board of Railway Commamooers. express rates 
for the Prams Provinces were fixed et 66Ü 
per cent higher than Ontario and in British 
Columbia at 100 per cent higher than in 
Ontario. This » the experience with one 
rail«ray company The Canadian Northern 
railway ako received immense tract» at land 
aa Isamus toward railway construction and 
the OTP arms given gieat privileges ako 
The nationalization of all these railways, 
which is part at the Farmers' Platform, would 
not only reduce or ekmmale privileges, but 
would bong about a reduction m freight rates 
in Western Canada that would be of tre­
mendous advantage m the development at 
this country WhUe it b very ddficult to work 
out in exact figures the unjust rail «ray burden 
on the people at the Prairie Provinces it must 
be nearly, if not quits equal to the unjust 
burden of the Protective Tan/!

GOVERNMENT MUNITION FACTORIES
J. W. Flavelle, Chairman of the Imperial 

Munitions Board, speaking at the Women's 
Canadian Club. Toronto, on January 13, 
announced that there were 600 munition 
factories in Canada. Every province, except* 
Prince Edward Island has one or more of 
these factories and over 400,000 men and 
women are" employed in them.

Mr. Flavelle also stated that national fac­
tories for munitions manufacture were in the 
course of construction. His statement on this 
subject was as follows:—

“We are at the moment mostrurtiaf 
factorisa for the manufacture of various mutuum» 
One commenced a lew weeks ago will eoec 82,- 
aUO.000, and another we hope to iximpkte in 30 
days, using VUt) men in the I mil,line, will oust about 
83.flfXMBa Another we decided to erect a lew 
days ago, and which ere hope lo romukte by mid­
summer, is reumated lo root $1750,000 A ernes 
of faetonee in connect ion with the prupueed 
satnbhehmeot of ns aeroplane service uni entail 
an expenditure of between lee and fifteen militons "

The people of Canada will be glad to know 
that the government has at last been aroused 
to the need of national munition factories 
operated et cost This decision should have 
been arrived at long, long ago It would have 
increased the output of munitions and reduced 
the cost. So far no announcement has been 
made that the government intehds to take 
a good slice of the huge profits made by the 
private manufacturers of munitions.

REPAYING SEED GRAIN CHARGES
It is announced from Ottawa that Sir 

Thomas White. Finance Minister, -has made 
arrangements «nth the Canadian Bankers' 
Association by which all payments made by 
Saskatchewan and Alberta farmers on the Seed 
Grain and Relief advances of 1913 will be 
handled «nlhout charge by the banks Up to 
dale the benki have charged exchange on these 
payments aa it is customary in the trinsneann 
of money thru banks, but the government lo 
facilitate these repayments has had this new 
arrangement mads Fermera, it te staked, may 
obtain draft» from any bank, payable to the 
Dominion Land Agent for the district or to 
the Deputy Minister of the Interior. Ottawa, 
without any charge far exchange It k very 
desirable that this Seed Grain and Rebel in­
debtedness should be «nped of! as quickly 
as possible, not only lor the benefit of the 
farmers themselves, hot because tn the Pro­

of Saskatchewan and Alberta particu­
larly. it has interfered grratly^with first 

wx-unty and will have a 
the rates at interest on

SASKATCHEWAN GOVERNMENT LOANS
It is announced 

Government has decided to 
system of government loans lo farmers 
what on the baa at the New 7oaiand system. 
Pull dctaüs ere not yet available, bet the 
legislation will be brought before the Hones 
et the ensuing seerion Loom am to be lor 
30 year («nodi on the amortisation principle, 
with the privilege at repaying them at any 
lime U i» expected that oy imdaumsr all 
three at the prairie provinces will have jtxned 
up unth British Columbia m some scheme lo 
give (armera money on mortgages at 
Least

____________hints that the
government may take over the Western mine» 
in Alberta if the trouble between the operators 
and the miners cannot be willed Une 
good thing to know that the inters*» of the

REGISTER THE WEALTH
Under the new n épuration Ux 

augurated by the ~
year, the Federal Government now fias a I 
exxnpWts census of the grpowtUnj

and can figure cat to a mssowsow 
certainty what revenue cea be psudnmd by


