likely to
when the
mpetitive
eally the

the pre-
ket over
nind by
in stock
hich has

within
‘anadtan
imes of
week in
td, even
demand
oses has
particu-
-in their
nces are

\DES

e manu-
vith in-
cing the
has been
- causing

Before,
t various
he latter
the old
ver, the
oots for
$3, now
5. Justi-
r months

1s which

oes have
a higher
d for the
ncreased
hy hides
ficult to

oots and
demand;
rs report
in usual,
"he mild
a L'()O(]
r in one
d conse-
hown it$
the :same
sened the
he north-
ticularly,
ave con-

e g(\(»Ji.

in foot-
spring
ns seems
nd retail-
ordingly.

1 to have

weeks,

though there is still some complaint as to the Northt
West.

Of interest to boot and shoe manufatturers was
the deputation from those interests to the Tariff Com-
mi.~£iun in its recent session at Quebec..! The chidf
spokesman of the party was Mr. John Ritc¢hie, of that
city, who stated that a serious matter to| the eighty
odd Canadian manufacturers was the large importa:
tion of shoes. from the United States, which last year
amounted ta $1,107,000 in value. If this amount, he
contended, had been put into Canadian  goods, it
would have enabled our manufacttirers to specialize

further, thus reducing the cost of making and im-

proving the character of the outpyt. On the other
hand, Mr. C. Blouin, of Levis, protested ithat it was
all.very well for manufacturers ‘of| fine goods to de-
mand higher protection against American shoes, but
the interests of the manufacturers of pegged work
should be considered as well. v

The following excerpt from the “Shoe and Leéather
Reporter,” of Boston, will be of interest, as showing

' the trend of the trade in that impdrtant centre of thé

boot industry in‘the neighboring Republic:

Wholesalers have had, and gre still having, a
good. and generally satisfactory volume of business,
and in many instances showing al remarkable in-
crease in their total sales. Retailfirs generally ate
carrying a; large stock of goods which they, have
been induced to purchase. on a steadily ‘climbing
market, and on the assurance that shoe manufictur-
ers would be constrained to place 2 still further ad-
vance om accourt of the high range of prives for
raw miaterial ;mtl“ leather
fall. haye been filled

All orders placéd for this

Wholesalers have placed prac-
tically |all their spring contracts, and nlr';i'\'cry has
been going on to the retailer during November and

« the current month Shoe wholé¢salers’ salesmen
have doncluded their {rips among| their retail cus-
tomers and are now at home, and wholesalers do 'not
anticipate many mail orders, for the reason: that
their customers are carrying’ large! stocks. A  large
number of shoe manufacturers who have fully in-
formed themselves as to the existing conditions,
draw no other conclusion, than that there will be
slow trading during April, May, and| perhaps Jume,
and while the opinion of a number imay be offset by
the opinions of those who hold différent views, there
is a generally expressed sentiment ithat it §s a good
time for conservatism

USURY IN MONTREAL.

The pitfalls which the usufer prepares for his
unfortunate victims, and the disgraceful lengths to
which he readily goes to gain his inhuman ends have
recently been shown up in such a lurid light in the

city of Montreal that the aunthorities can hardly fail

to push home the prosecution of such vampires as are
now found out there to the utmost limitAﬂf the law.
Some of the charges 'brought against one of 'these
money-lending coneerns, the Canadian Finarice Com-
]»nvn_\'. which in reality, <« we believe is an American,
not a Canadian, concern, are so revolting that one. can
only belieye with difficulty that the transactions com-
Iolaim'd of are modern occurrences, and not the do-
ings of the!Middle Ages. or the fictittous inventions
of a Dickens. .

¢ One poor widow, it is aleged, the keeper of a
hoarding house, fell under the lure and borrowed $75.
To repay this, she agreed to pay $14 odd every month
for a yvear. One day the poor weman had not the
money. ready when the collector called. He charged
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her $2 for the extra tmbuble, ;«iﬂl "threatened to seize
her furniture the next' ime anyiflidélay happened. De-
lay did }mmnn on andther uuu-m.a and to add to
the woman’s misery, her lnnr'lg‘p were informed that
their belongings also wire not é)nv from seizure, with
the (un\uplénu that tey_all 1dft her hquse/ the- final
upshot being that her hm”-»r(l rized hyr}'imnm:rc for
back rent. l : 3’1 ‘

\nother favorite, phn of tiis nest of sharks has
blen to send out to their victisg
insisting upon immuli'nlc pavi
would ‘charge an’ extra; !u of
more for each one. | !

Not only this, hut{th\ Finy
signments of salary,
and other

s fictitious te ]«'5\"1";1111\
ent, for which they
fine or two dollars or

nce (nm]»an\ by as-
threats 1¢l expose the€ borrower,
blackmailing chemeg
of bringing to wretchedness th
helpless ‘'women, but offcivic e
and others. Some, indeed, ha
positions through the machnf
suckers.

have been’ the means
lives, not ‘merely of
ployvees, bank clerks,
re already lost their
ions . of these blood-
Not conterit wlth C\t‘ rting rates of interest
varying from a hundredito actuglly three hundred per
cent., they have refused! 'to accqpt the principal’of the
money borrow ed plus interest t
is nﬂ'erqd in repayment, i)ut havg insisted on obtaining
the full amount togethéf with| compound interést at
their exorbitant rates @ntil tHe. expiration of the
time for which the monéy was | ngmalh borrowed.

It is a ‘matter for ge jeral r oicing that the Mont-
teal manager of the company fh question, who, if all
accounts: be true, has shqwn hinself peculiarly grasp-
ing and inhuman in his!methgils, has been arrested,
and it seems likely that this bld of usury in our midst
will receive such a checki as tqi e put out of busineps
for a long time to come. {

the time at which it

CONVENTION,

The Forestry (()n\cntluni\'hjch is to take place
gind 12th of the present
month, under the auspmcs of Jir Wilfrid. Baurier, will
be a striking indication of} the fghange which has taken
place in the attltu«lc of t}u pblic mind towards this
important quéstion (lmmé thafflast thirty years. Long
before that time, a few t}fml\x
far-sighted than most, h.ltl bej
the problem which -was Q.n s1j
problem presented :by the r4g
reserves of the world, amgl tl
mand for timber In(hzl i{
long ago as 1660, thvr(w_b hi
nance” or convention-to c@msider the various means of
conserving forest resources. I )nly between two angd
three decades ago, howevef, cajy this matter be said to
have been taken up in earngst iz this country, and it was
in 1882 that a regular (‘n!t_\'mt; ion took place in Mont-
real, the result of which Wagj i

appreciation of the ||

y men in Europe, more
un to see¢ the nature of
ely arising, the double
idly. decreasing timber
rapidly increasing de-
would appear that as
d in Fran¢e an “ordon

a new era in _regard to

public work of the foerestry
“cranks,”—as it must be dbnfessed that the nyen
particularly interested in fheflhew subject were som«
times called. It was thgn i#hat the Dominion and
Provincial Governments Prg@inized systematic plans
for ' administrating, priotegti and renovating the
forests of Canada, testing thu{
of trees in the treeless prairid
and lumberman’s interests \\T
It may be noted as an idtef
len Id Unwin, \\hﬂ h'u ‘(‘]i

Y

ylanting and cultivation
, and that the forester’s
re seen to be identi
sting fact that Mr. A
‘\('1 (nn\lvhrclt 'v'
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