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12 A Tha>iksgiving-Seki^on\
As to brutal Animals- - they r^o .doubt riqcQivQ their ,yariou8

ln/iin£1s from him ; And Ji€ may by^«^^/f often give thein|daeas

and rule them. -
.
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And as to!/feflr«-r-He no doybt infpires their various Gentufei\

Asalfo frequently, if not continually, ufes -^wg'^/r, the Evilhy
Permiffion, iht Holy by Command, to fuggeft Idaas to them ;

and then ufes them to fuggeft Idaeas to one another : Which are

inftrumental Caufes under his permiifive, controuling and di-

re(ftive Influence, of numberlefs Paflions, Appetites, Confulta-

tions, Projtds, Refolutions, Aftions and Events. He awa-
kens, (harpens, ftrengthens, guides the intellejStual Powers of

Men : And where the Power* of Angels are infufficient to give

compleat Idaeas to perform his Schemes j He may fecreily by h:s

immediate Operation, utterly unknown toMen,fuggeft innume-
rable Idaas in them ; and therewith infufe his excitinglnflucnce

of Zeal,Adbivity,Courage and kefolution to fulfil hisCouncilf,

Nor may the unknown Suggejlions ofgood Angels be accoun-
ted proper Infpirations ; any more than the Suggeftions of Saian
when he raifes up in our Minds Idaeas of Scriptures, as he did

in the human Mind of Ch r i s t : Or when one Man by Signs

fuggefts Idaeas to others, a^d excites their Courage. Nor are

th'^ Idicas 2iTi^ Excitations receiv'd from God, either mediately

by Menojp Angels, or immediately ^y }\^\mk\iy propei- itifpira-

tions: Any more than his infufing Millions <)f Spirits every

Moment into new Seeds or Embrios of Animals, making them
alive and a£live ; or infufing into them various Inftindts or

Geniufes j or impreffing them with Pleafures, Pains, b'c.

For, by Infpiration I mean the certain Revelation hfe has been

pleasM to give of Him/el/^ and of his/^//, and ofThings paft

and to come, by Christ and his Prophets and Apoftles of

old, put into the Bible and confirmed by Miracles, as a de-

jfinitive Rule of Faith, Worfhip, moral and religious Conduft.

Eyery Kind ofldaa and Excitation or Propenfion in us, whe-
ther arifiij^g meerly from our own Minds, or from evil or good

Men and Miiiifters, or from evil or good Angels, or even im-

mediately from God himfelf, are therefore all to be brought

to this only infpired Rule, and tried thereby ; for which End
it was infpired and confirmed. And the true Origin of our

Idseas
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