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Interviews With a Number Bring Opinions That This Port Will

Benefit, and That it is Due

Should Aid in the Matter of Facilities Here—Four Main

Atlantic Ports First—Whole
Cost.

Ottawa, Ont. Jan. 16—(Special)—
The transportation commission, which has
Leen at work for the past two or three
years, has presented a very elaborate and
important report to Hon. Charles Hyman,
ainister of public works. The commis-
wionens make eeveral recommendations.
They recommend that the Intercolonial
Railway be extended to Depot Harbor,
Ly obtaining running pyivileges over the
Grand Trunk or otherwise. This would
aid in building up the ports of St. John
and Halifax. The report alko recommends
that Halifax, St. John, Fort Willjam,
Port Arthur, Depot Harbor, Midland,Port
‘Colbourne, Kingston, Montreal, Quebec,
Sydney, Vancouver, Victoria the termin-
us of the Grand Trunk Pacific on the
Pacific and the terminus of the Canadian
Northern on the Pacific be made national
ports. The commiissioners ask that legis-
lation_be secured to make these ports
free national ports. There should be no
charges except dry dock or elevator
charges. Any property now owned by
eities, towns or provinces to enable this
to be done should be secured by the gov-
ernment.

From Field to Seaboard.

* The report of the commissioners siarts
with the shipment of wheat from the
point of origin in the west and deals with
the whole question of transportation un-
til the grajn reaches the seaboard.

In the Avest so satisfactory was the
present” state of affairs that only one or
two minor recommendations are made.

They 'point to the ipcreased elevator
capacity along the line of railway and
also to the increased accommodation for
storage at Fort William. At Fort Wil
liam there is capacity for 18,000,000 bush-
els /az{d the intector 28,000,000, making in
all “accommodation for 46,000,000 bushels
They suggest that the warehouse tom-
missioners should have the power to com-
pel the railways to appoint agents at cer-
tain small stations where there are none
for two or three months in the year, to
receive the grain at the farmers’ elevators.

Dealing with the shipments of grain
from Port Arthur, they review the point
that New Harbour ehips grain to Buffa-
le.

In 1887 is cost 18 cents a bushel from
Duluth to Buffalo, and in 1904 it was
reduced to 7 cents. The commisison re-
commends that Port Arthur, Fort William
and Miesion Harbour be all dealt with as
one harbor, and that the government re-
rerve a narrow strip along the Kamimisti-
qua River, looking to the future, when
greater accommodation would be requir-
ed. For room ‘for the turning at the
mouth of the Mission River at least 1,000
feet should be obtained. An ice-breaker
t4 lengthen navigation is also recomménd-
ed. i

The government should |secure control
of all railways on the docks. 'Lhe govern-
ment should also have elevator accommo-
dation for ten million bushels of grain atl
Depot Harbor and Midland if the railway |
companies do nor do so. It is suggested;
that the government should: own the (‘vl_C-1
vators and charge the railway fox vheir!
use.

In view of the governmeut making a
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| the electors at the late election.

{ Robertson Allison, Ltd., said that it had

to St. John That Government

Scheme Means $100,000,000

also of the Welland Canal no recommend-
ation is made as to the deepeming the
Welland Canal but if the (Georgian Bay
scheme is not pressed why then the Well-
and should be made the same depth ‘as
the Soo Canal.

It is also recommended that the G. L.
P. build o branch Jine to Montreal.

The commissioners recominended grain
storage at Montreal for 8,000,000 bushels.

They say that the facilities which will
handle grain to the seaboard will be sui-
ficient to provide for west-bound traftic.

With the exceptipn of the small quan-
tity of grain sent ‘to St. John and Hal-
ifax in winter all grain goes by water
from Fort William and Port Arthur to
the sea,

The routes recommended for considera-
tion by the government are the lakes to
Depot Harbor and the Grand Trunk and
Intercolonial to tide water.
Grand Trunk and C. P. R. to Montreal,
and the all-water route via the Welland
canal or via the Georgian Bay canal,

Since this report was written the C.
P. R. have announced their intention to
build to Victoria Harbor, near Midland.

The increase -of the elevator capacity
is approved of and also the appointment
of an officer to look after direct grain
shipments from the west.

It is not likely that all the recommend-

report can be carried out, as they would
involve an expenditure of at least $100,-
000,000, but they will be a guide to the
government in the direction in which it ie
in' the interests of the country to go.

Mr. Hyman has now got his officers
from Port Arthur here arranging to have
the ports there administered as one port.
The harbor will be made to all intents
and purposes a national one, and the facil-
ities for receiving the grain at Depot Har-
bor and Midland will be improved.

Everything will be done that is possibie|
c0 as to secure for Canadian roads wnd
Canadian waterways a_ greater share of
the grain trade from the west to the sea-
board.

The report of the commission is signed
by Commissionens Reford amd Ashdown,
though the late John Bertram and Mr.|
Fry, of Quebec, aided in the preparation
of a great portion of it.

C. N. Bell, of Winnipeg, was secretary
of the commission,

LOCAL MEN GIVE
THEIR OPINIONS

The faci that St. John is recommended
to be a national port is evidently pleasant

®

Midland, the|

|

He added that before the port could be
nationalized it would probably be neces-
sary for the government to buy a good !
many private rights.

Beyond saying that he supported the !
commission’s recommendations, W. M !
Jarvis declined to talk on the subject.

B. R. Macaulay, of Macaulay Bros. &
Co., expressed himself as being heartily
in favor of the recommendations.. St.
John a national port would mean an ex-
pansion of business. There -should be a |
business tie between the east and west.
Four Atlantic Ports First.

W. S. Figher thought that the citizens
ehould be pleased that the report of the
commission was along the nationaiizatjon,
lines. He thought, however, that as there;
were o many ports included that the gov-
ernment would perhaps find it difficuit to
handle. The project, in his,mind, was the
only feasible one for Canadian ports.|
“The government, however,” said Mr.
Fisher, “‘should firet take up the question;
as it concerns the four great Atlantic
ports; that is Montreal, Quebec, Halifax
and St. John. I cannot see how they can
do otherwise, I think,” he continued,
“that our case ought to appeal strongly
to the government oi the day, as we have
proven our faith in the port’s ability to
get the business by epending our own
good money, But in this we have gone
to the limit. I think, therefore, that the
government should take wup our case
first.” :

Mr. Fisker eaid that he believed we
epould work in harmony with our eister
city of Halifax, as it would weaken the
case of both to have the slightest antag-|
onism,

both ports,” said he, “all we can handle.” | rence and promptly wvestigated.
He advised, therefore, co-operation, as it  eult was the seizures.

meant strength. Our adversaries were|

iSpanish Cigars, Brought Ashore at

“There is plenty of businese for| duty, at the point, had noted the occur-

CUSTOMS OFFICER
 SHIZES STEAMER
LAKE MICHIGAN

Sand Point, Cause Trouble
TEAM CAPTURED, TOO

Somebody Misses 2,000 Nice
Ones He Has Been Expecting--
Oigars Ooncealed in Basket and
Placed on Bufcher's Team on
the Wharf, . ;

The C. P. R. steamer Lake .\Iiehigun;
was seized by the St: John customs auh'h-;
orities Tuesday morning, 2,000 ];rimﬂi
Spanish cigars also found their way into!
the collector’s locker, and a horse andi
wagon completed a list of seizures which|
resulted from a bold-faced attempt to run
the gauntlet on the men whose duty is
to see that dutiable goods do not come in'
without a satiefactory contributicn to the
dominion treasury.

A Man With a Basket.

About 11 o'clock there walked down the|
gangway of the sieamer a husky member!
of the crew carrying a large basket whose
contents were concealed beneath a sack.
He carried his burden to a meat wagon
from which a load of sides of beef had
just been taken to the ship and, deposil-
ing the basket on the wagon, turned about
to board his stcamer again. But he bad

been seen.
Frank C., Abbott, cusioms officer on

The re-|

)

The cigars are Spanish and doubtless|

among such American ports as Boston,i good. ' They should havd paid duty at the:

New York, Philadelphia, etc.
us work together.”
Robert Maxwell, M. P. P., said:

‘“There-| rate of $3 a pound, which would mean at:
fore,” eaid Mr. Fisher, in conclusion, “let! least $3 a hundred, besides an ad valorem

i tax of twenty-five per cent,
“I am| ducement tc dodge around this customs !

So the in-|

very much pleased indeed to wec they| wall is a fairly strong one when one wants|
1 !

recommend nationalization of

Canadian|a nice Spanish smoke at not too much; Mayor Hendry remarked that on the whole

ports> I have always been in favor of; cast. |

the scheme. I certainly thought wight;

along that it would be the four great out some faots, but not all that were con-| ~Mr Fielding acknowledged the cordial wel-

The inquiry of the custoins men brought|

THRRF INQURY

i Mr,

| of the country an

| would oppose the export duty unless the

ports of Montreal, Quebec, Halifax and|sidered desirable. The man of the basket
St. John, but I can see—how in their said he was acting under orders of the
travels they had found that other ports barroom steward of the ship, Frank Piper.
ghould be included as well.”  Mr. The latter said e was acting for some one
Maxwell said he thinke the question: else but, when it came to the matter of
chould be dealt with at the coming ses-| telling who, it is said he assumed the re-|

' ceedings closed.
! leave tomorrow morning for Barrington Pas-

! by dipping down into our
equip the port.

news to local business men. The/despatch
here printed was shown by reporters to |
a numb8r of leading local men Tuesday |
and they spoke in favor of the commis-j
sion’s report and- of a favorable bearing
upon St. John, which they said it would |
have. |
Dr. J. W. Daniel, M. P., said the report |
of the commission was ,what he was cx-f
pecting. _\'ationalizatim/wa.s the only cor-
rect thing for the government to do, and
he was inclined to think that the recom-
mendations would be adopted gradually.
How soon this port would be made a na-
tional port would depend upon the amount
of influence that could be brought to bear.
It had been demonstrated that it was
beyond the power of St. John to make
of the port all that was possible. Debts
had been incurred, and no money assist-
ance had been received from the govern-
ment as far as the city treasury was coun-
It was time that the port be
taken over. The nationalization of Cana-
dian ports was what R L. Borden, M. P,
leader of the opposition, had urged upon
James F. Robertson, of Manchester
always been his belief {hat the port of
St. Johni, in order to reach its best de-
velopment, should be placed in commis-
sion. The recommendations of the com-
mission would doubtless have an import-
ant bearing on the future of tle country,
(feorge Robertson, M. P, P., looked up-
on the report of the commission as be- |
ing highly important. “I believe,” he |
said, “that if the government act upon |
what the commission suggest, they will |
be the greatest henefactors that Uu',si
country has ever known.” \r. Rohertson
dealt Driefly with the history of the port,
speaking with the greatest enthusiasm of
what has already been accomplished, and
expressing the conviction that St. John
is destined to be a great port. Ile said
he had always been in favor of national-
jzation.

Atlantic Ports First.

Dr. A. A. Stockton, M. P., said that
before he would feel in a position to talk
freely about the matter, he would like to
read the entire report of the commission,
yet he believed that from what had been
recommended this port, in the event of
the recommendations being adopted, would
‘benefit. The nationalization of Canadian
ports was a good thing.

He said he thought it would be hardly
feasible for the government to national-
ize all of the ports mentioned at once. It
would be best to act as the growth of the
country and extent of business would
warrant. He believed that the four At-
Jantic ports—Montreal, Quebec, St. John
and Halifax, ought (o be nationalized
first @& /

/'.T Purdy, M. P, P, said le was

eent imitation Diamond Ring, eny
‘¢ youre prompt in returning
iey. Writenow. The Colon
+ Qo., Dept 1755 Tero!

U\S here and give the fullest possible

gly in favor of what the commission
ommended. It would stimulate bfisi-

scope for developmeui. About the I. C.
i R. being cxtended to Depot Harbor he
i had but little to say.

sion of parliament, St. John's case es-' sponsibility himseli. The man of thel
pecially should be dealth with.
board of trade and city council had been!:
waiting for eome time for this report, and
to some extent it had delayed work of im-
provements, as while the matter was in
abeyznee the city did not feel like going
in any further, “The question came up!
at different intervals,” eaid he, \“for in-?
atance, when the question of side and top
-wharfage was being dealt with, St. John/
could not be accused of singling out any |
section by pressing ite claims, as what
is dome for us in this Tespect is for the;
whole good of Canada. If it had not!
been for the citizens of St. Johm we
would not have had the facilities and all|
this trade from the Canadian west would |
have gone to Portland.

“I think, therefore,” said Mr. Maxwell, |
“that we-have shown that we undemstand
the meaning of Canada for the Canadians!
pockets to|
And further we have
demonstrated the fact that a large portion
of the trade of Canada can be done:
through this port, and I think now that!
it is the duty of the government to lend|
us @ hand, as it would increase the trade|
through Canadian ports.” !

H. B. Schofield, president of the!
board of trade, said that what the com-:
mission recommended was what the citi-!
zens had long been hoping for. He felt:
that the -adoption of the commission’s
recommendation by the government would
mean the solution of the difficulties St.

John has been experiencing in the mat- !

ter of building wharves and dredging.
Now Favors Nationalization.

D. J. McLaughlin said that while he
had not always been in favor of the
nationalization projedt, conditions of to-
day had shown him that it was the only:
feasible plan. “We in St. John,” said he, -
“have about reached the limit as far as
providing facilities is concerned.” The
business here, Mr. McLaughlin thought,
was only in its infamey, but it was no,
use trying to carry along the burden of
the expense necessary to properly equipi
the port. If there was any prospect of
obtaining & rental for the use of the!

! The Oollector Acts.

facilities it might be a different- matter,

but under the present conditions he did ' ®?

not see how this could be done. The
dominion was now exporting an immense
amount of grain, and as St. John had now |
splendid elevators, the government should |
step in and help.
penditure for port purposes was.only in- |
juring the city and burdening the tax-|
payer. i
Only Fair the Government 8hould |

Help. !

i boxes, every vestigg

Joseph . Likely said: “It secems to be !
a sweeping kind of a report, and involves |
a very big contract. If they woul] only |
nationalize the ports of Montreal, Qu,ebec:,E
Halifax and €t. John, it would be all they'
can reasonably be supposed to carry out.”
The nationalization idea in his opinion
was a great thing for St. John, and the
only proper plan with reference to this |
port.

“It would certainly setile the question
as to who would build the wharves,” said !
Mr. Likely. He thought that St. John !
had spent about all the money that they
should or ougit to. *It is only fair that
the government should help,” he added,
““as we are all looking forward to seeing'
a very large volume of {rade going through |
this port. We are seeing it now. and it
is only in its infancy. We find that we
are conslantly requiring more accommoda-
tion all the time—more wharves, ete. The !
west 15 benefiting to an exceedingly large
extent by the enlarging of these facilities
as they require to get out their grain, and
the govermment must help out.”

James Pender, head of the Pendep nail
works, said he was in favor of the na-
tionalization; not all the benefits shoujd
be for St. John, however. All the Atlan-
tic seaports through which traflic passed
should share, as weil as the Pacific ports

and those inland ports which have
through transit business. As to.the hene-
fits for St. John, Mr. Pender believed

that the cost of transportation would he
cheaper and St. John could the better

! “If the commission claim,” he said,|compete with United States ports. 1If the
i “that suell an extension would be a gm)d]gn\'(*nnm'nf s granting liberal aseistance

tthiug for this port, then [ am in favor | to railways for this purpose, he said, why

of it. T am a believer in anything that
! promises to be of enefit to our city.”

!

not also for the termini of the railways
in the matter of facilities?

To continue the ex-i;

. ment made to

The| horse and wagon said he knew nothing of,

the matter and so Collector Dunn’s court;
of inquiry in his office after the seizures|

" did-not bring to light the destination of:

the nice Spamish cigars. Another destina-!
tion ig being provided, however, for the|
pretty boxes of twenty-five and their at-
tractive contents will be sold at auction.;

The driver of the horse and wagon said|
his name was Damery and the outfit be-!
longed to his father,"A. Damery. This|
team and another were hired by John Me-|
Dornald, jr., to take some beef across to!
the Lake Michigan. Mr. McDonald as-!
sured the collector h¢ had no knowledge!
of the cigar matter aad was held blame-|
ess. i

The cdllecior imposed a fine of $400 on
the steamer, had the horee and wagon ap-
praised, and collected their’ value from the
owner and, as stated, the cigars will be!
sold at auction. The steamer is to pay!
the money today and the whole matter|
will be referred to Ottawa for final de-!
cision. i

But no one who knows will say where|
those cigars were going. The customs au-|
thorities say they believe there have been|
previous occasions when choice tobacco
and cigars were passed round the end of
the custoine wall but they are hard to de-
tect; they believe, however, that it is a
matter entirely within the personnel of
the steamers’ men and that the manage-|
ment frown severely upon such practices.i

i
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MINE OPERATORS T0

indianapolis, Jjan. 17—It is geucrally under-
stvod amwong the ieaders of the miners now
in convention here that arrangcments are
progressing preliminary to a meceting of the
enthracite miners’ representatives and opera-
tors. The result, it Is believed, will be 2
conference wit: the next month, er im-
mediately following the present convention,

President Mitchell today read the state-
e Associated Press by K. B
"Thomas, president Potho I gh  Valley
Railroad Company, in which Mr. Thomas said
the big anthracite operato d agreed to
Mitcheil

meet Hr. as the sentative of'
the miners, as was done i After read- |
ing the statement, Mr. Mit¢ swiled and
saidi—

‘{ am in the sameg boat as I was before.'

1 can npeither affirm nor deny that report.”
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MEET MITCHELL

AT LIVERPOOL, N. §

Lumbermen Want Lower Duty on
Shipments Into United States

Mr. Fielding Says Better Trade

APPALLING TRAGEDY
IN NEW HAMPSHIRE

Relations With Americans
Would Be a Benefit to Nova|
Scotia, But They Couldn’'t Be,
- Got—Next Meeting at Barring-f
ton.

Liiverpooi, N. S., Jan. 17—(Speciai)—The
tariff. commission ppehed heére this morning.
Fielding sald it was the desire of the
government to afford the people in all parts
opporiunity to express
their views on the tariff. No applicalipns
for hearings in this part of the province
had been made, therctove no programme had
been prepared. A general invitation was
extended to all present to give their views if|
they desired tariff changes.

John 'S. Hughes, on behalf of the pulp in-
dustry, asked of the state of affairs respect-
ing the proposed export duty on pulp wood,
and how such a duty would affect shipments
of pulp to the United States market. He:

Canadian government were ready to make |
compensation to the pulp industry by way !
of bounty.

Mr. Fielding said representations had been
made to the commission in favor of an ex-
port duty on pulp wood, and other represen-
tations against such a duty. In the upper!
provinces, however, the provincial govern-
ments had made some regulations respecting
the cutting of pulp wood on government
lands. it had been contended in the United
States that this was equivalent to an export
duty, and consequently the extra duty should
be imposed in the United States on pulp ship-
ped from Canada. Whether this as a striot-
ly legal view of the situation might be a
matter of debate.

George 8. McClearn spoke of the duty on
gasolene used as fuel for gasclene engines
in fishing boats, and for other purposes, and
suggested that the situation might be helped!
by a reducticn of duty.

Mr. Fielding said this subject had been
brought before the commission in other
quarters.

John G. Morion spoke of the lumber trade
between this country ard the Uznited States.
Lumbermen were desirous of selling their
procduct to the United States, and found the
high duly imposed theére a serious drawback.
He hoptd some means to induce Americans to
reduce the duty could be found. -

Mr. Fielding said ke fully appreciated the
fact. that in this portion of the dominion bet-
ter trade relations with the .United States
would be of great advantage, but it wes not
easy to say how it could be brought about.
Our American neighbors did not show much
desire to trade with us.

the present tariff appeared te be working
well. On behalf of the town he thanked the
commissioners for their visit.

come extended, by -the mayor, snd the pro-
The commissioners will

sage, where a meeting will be held Friday,
after which the ministers will proceed to
Halifax to attend the funeral of Mr. Prefon-

| taine. 3 i

READY TO BURN |

i

THE MORTGAGE

The annual meeting of the Oovngvega,uon-l
al church was held last evening and was:
well attended, enthusiastic and harmon-|
ious, and the reports most encouraging. i

Fourteen members were added to the;
church during the year, four by letter, ten;
by profession of faith. One member was|
removed by death. |

The Sunday school reported an increase|
of twenty-five per cent in the average at-!
tioms. “

The work of the ladies’ missionary so-|

| ciety was well maintained. The ladies’|

aid society contributed $180 to the funds:
of the church, and the mite society $28.90.;

About a year ago the C. E. Society was:
organized and has met every week since its

{ organization, with an. average attendance

of twenly-five. i

The treasurer of the church reported all;
accounts paid and a balance on hand. i

The treasurer of the jubilee fund com-!
mittee reported that the mortgage of $3,-
500,which has been held against the church |
for several years, was fully paid, that it
has been discharged and is now in their
hands. The church has planned to burn|
this mortgage within a few weeks. The|

| ¢hurch starts the nmew year emtirely free|

|

The total amount contributed for all|
purposes last vear was more than $4.400. )

The pastor's report covering a period of !
fourteen months showed that he had of-|
ficiated at five marriages, six funerals,;
eleven baptienis, attended Sunday school !
ASundays, attended gixty-four;
fleetings and 103 other meetings,
130 sermons and made 355 pastor- |

Bits. 1
Phe following officers were elected: |
erk, J. W, Flewwelling; treasurer, K. N.i
Abbott; financial secretary. John Wade;
deacons for two years. Josiah Fowler,John!
Wade; board of trustees, Josish Fowler,|
chairman; financial board, Ji. N. Abbott,|
chairman; mueic committee, Mrs. Bridges, !
Mprs. H. €. Creighton, Miss F. Robertson, |

tendent, (. K. Macmichael; auditors,
Mesas. Geo” A, Smith and . W. Emms.

D, b B DXPRESS
(ILLS MAN WALKING

ON THE TRACK

i chairman, Mr. Johnson, immediately com-

' he made a careful investigation and

Man Believed to Have Murdered Seven of Family
and Burned Bodies

Afterwards Drove to Sister’s Home and Committed Suicide
--Two Human Trunks Taken from Smoking Ruins,
Others Missing--Victims Were Wife, Mother-in-Law and
Five Little Children--Tragedy Occurred at Nine 0’Clock

Yesterday Morning.

Pembroke. N. H. Jan. 17—What the |

authorities consider as the most appalling
tragedy ever recorded in New Hampshire,
was enacted in North Pembroke today.
Following the  destruction of the farm
buildings of Charles F. Ayer and the
disappearance of scven members of
Ayer's household this forenoon, and the
suicide of Ayer late this afternoon at
the home of his sister in the town of
Chichester, six miles distant, the an-
nouncemert was made tonight by Thos.
F. Clifford, county solicitor of Merrimack
county, that there was little doubt that
the seven persons had been murdered
and the farm house set on fire.

The theory of the'county authorities is
that Ayer was the mruderer, but up to & |
late hour they had been unable to find
any evidence to indicate the methods
employed to wipe out the family. Whether
the vietims were shot or killed by other
means cannot be told until the medical
referee has made an examination of tae
bodies of the victims. Up to a late hour,
but two of the charred fragments of the
victims had been recovered, although per-
sons who visited the sceme of the firef
thought they observed two other trunks
in the blazing ruins.

The Victims.

The victims of the tragedy were:

Charles F. Ayer, 43, killed himseli by
shooting.

Mrs, Addie Ayer, his wife. '
hMrs. Isaac Lakeman, Ayer’s mother-in-

w.

Flossie Ayer, aged 12.

Alfred Ayer, aged 10.

Bernice Ayer, aged 6.

Andrew Ayer, aged 4, and a girl baby,
all children of the Ayers,

County Solicitor Clifford, after investi-
gating the fire ag far as was possible to-
night, stated that Ayer had undoubtedly
murdered the entire family and later set
4re to the house.

The fire occurrpd about 9 o’clock this
forenoon., Before the flames were noticed
by neighbors who lived some distance
from the farm, Ayer.drove to the home
of his sister, Mm. George Railey, who
lives on the Northwood turnpike in the
town of Chichester, about six miles
northeast of his home. Ayer arrived at
his® sister’s home just aiter 10 o’clock
and had dinner. He remained at Mrs.
Bailey’s place during the afternoon. At 4
o’clock William Fowler, one of Ayer’s
nearest neighbors, went to the Bailey
place and informed Ayer that his build-
ings had been burned. Ayer manifested |
some agitation, but made no statement as I
to what he would do! Instead, he drew!
a revoiver and pointing it at his right
temple, fired, and fell unconscious. As |
soon as the members of the household |
recovered from the shock they sent for a |
physician but nothing could be done to
save the man’s life ind he expired to-
night.

Discovered Fire Five Miles Away

The selectmen of the town of Pembroke

were notified of the tragic ending and the |

municated with the aunthorities at Con-
cord. A peculiar incident in connection
with the affair was the discovery of the
fire by Henry J. Lakeman, while at work
jn the carriage fatcory of the Abbott-
})owning Company in Concord, a distance
of Ave miles across country. Lakeman is
a son of one of the women who perished
in the fire, and was a brother-in-law of
Ayer. The Ayer place was located on a
high hill and the smoke was distinctly seen
in Concord. lakeman thought that the
fire might be on the Ayer farm, which for,
many years had been occupied by the|
Lakeman family and as soon as he re-!
ceived confirmation of his fears from the:

i county officials there, he went to Nort,hf

Pembroke. ]

As soon as Lakeman arrived at the runs|
found |
both in the ell of the farm!

twe bodies, :
house. Both were so disfigured that ideu-:
tification wae impossible. The body of;
one person was that of an adult and the|
other that of a child. The ruins of the;
main house were so hot at a late hour!
tonight that the authorities decided to,
abandon an attempt to inspect the debris|
until daylight tomorrow. !

At first there was no suspicion that mur-;
der had been committed, but when news
that Ayer had shot himself was received,|
the sheriff at Concord, George A. Kimbal
was notified and he, together with Chie
of Police James L. Rand, of OConcord.!
County Solicitor Clifford and other of-;
ficials, hastened to the scene,

The officials learned that nome of the

i

Halifax, N. 8., Jan. 17--(Special)--Joscph

| Eastmman, aged tweniy-one years, was struck|

by the outgoing D. A. R. express at 4.30 this |
afternoon and instantly ed, The accident |
occurred at Richmond station, about two.
miles from the eity. The train had slowed
down, as is the custom. 'There is a network|
of iracks just there, and Eastman was walk- |
ing between two tracks. lle saw a frevgllt]
train coming towards him and stepped onto,
the main track, thinking himself sate, and;
not being aware that there was a train ou!
the tr

Driver Harvey saw the danger,
was blown and bell rung, but to no
“he distatce and the time were too short.
struck and hurled fen feet iu |

the whistle

| the air, and fell to the side of the road.
Death was instantaneous.

ribly cut, his right hand

and the body and legs terribly lacerated. |

The train was

COLE'S TRIAL
BEGINS MONDAY

Portiand, Mc., Jan. 16—The sccoud trinj of
Edward F. Ccle for the murder of Lis chum,
Johin 1. Steeves,in Paimouth woodsilas’ April,
wili begin in the supcrior court next Mouday

af~ernnon. In September the jary disagreed. |

Promotion for Capt. Stewart.
Vientreal Jan. 17.--(Special)—-Capt. Win.
Scewart, of the Lake Champlain, has been

PR

| appeinted tu commaud the new (',
Atlantic liner ¥mpress of Dritain,

| houge
His head was ter- | stance, and :
nearly torn off! life about the premises.

i harge of Conductor lfer-¢ . P . :
Hj chuige | a team drive out of tiie yard with a sulgle!

occupants.of the Ayre house, with the ex-
ception of Ayer himself, had been scen;
by the neighbors since Monday night, 'Che|
nearest neighbor, however, Edward G}j,d-i
den, who is a brother of Mrs. Lakeman,
Agres motherdn-law, lives eevsral bun-
dred yards distant.
No Sign of Life. !
(ilidden states that he saw a light in|
the house at 11 o’clock last night. Pexsonsi

this morning say that the curtains of thej
were drawn, an unusual circum-!
ihat there were mo signs of,

(Glidden says that about 9 a. 1. hie saw|

occupant. He thought that the driver wus!
Ayer, although Glidden said tonight that
he was not absolutely certuin on this
point. - Shortly after the team jeft the
| premises smnoke was seen to issue from
| the farm house and within a quarter of!
!an hour the building wus ablaze through-!
{out. Fihe flimes extended from the main|
| house to an ell, and apparently from the
i @]l to a shed and barn. Most of the able-
i bodied men who live in that section are!
! absent from home durivg the day time,,
i and ar the time of the fire there was ne|
l one at the farm houses mear the scene
! excepi old and infirm men and wemen and
! children. Two or three of the old men
| went to the iire, but when they reuched
!tlm scene; the flames had attained such
| headway that no. oune could enter thel!
" house or make an attempt to rescue those'

e

who were supposed to be in the dweiling.

{The contents of the barn and shed as well

n8 everything in the farmn house were de-
stroyed. ~

The Ayer place is located in a section 8o
remote from the centre of the town that
it was late in the afternoon before the
suthorities lnew of the tragedy. Even
then they did not realize the possibility
of a crime until the receipt of the news
#hat Ayer had ghot himself. Henry Lake-
man reached the ruins during the after-
noon and- at dark the Comoord officials
book up an investigation.

From what they could learn in the dark-
ness, they think it probabls that the in-
mates of the house died several hours be-
fore the fire was scen. The report that
the curbains had not been raised in®the
morning led to the theory that the seven
mombers of the household were killed
someé {ime before deylight, possibly many
hurs before.

KENT-NORTHUMBERLAND,
DISTRICT DIVISION, S, OF T,

Harcourt, Jan. 17--Kent-Northumberiand
Division, Sons of Temperance, met in their
second quarterly vsalon here yesterday af-
ternoon and evening. Grand Worthy Patri-

arch Rev. C. Flemington, of Point de Butle,
attended. Besides visitors from Harcourt
Division, the following delegates enrolled:
From Newcastle Division, No, 46, District
W. T. Thomas A, Clark, D. Chaplain Jumes
Falconer, and H. B. Anslow; from Grange-
ville, No. 440, Henry W. B. Smith and Miss
Ida Boyd, and from Harcourt, No. 440, there
were Andrew Dunn, C. N. McLeod, Branest
E. Buckerfleld, Leslie J. Wathen, Henry H.
Stuart, Miss M. Alethea Wathen and Miss M.
Ruth Thurber.

Meeting opened at 2.30, D. W, P. Clarke
in the chair.

There are thirteen civisions in running
order in the two counties. Chatham, the
fourteenth, has late.y ceased mee.ing. Of
the thirteen the following reported this mem- -
bership on Dec. 31: Harcourt, 74 members;
Grangeville, i4; Douglasstown, 52; Newuastle,
52; Richibucto, 44; Loggieville, 37, and Burnt
Church 34, a total of ‘448. On Sept. 30 the
membership of the same dlvisions was 359.
Of the loss of eleven members the recuction
in Richibucto Division was ten.

The report of coimamittee on state of the
order noticed that several of the divisions
asked for assistance in stirring up temper-
ance sentiment, suggesting employment of
organizers or lecturers to visit divisions, and
the committee recommended thorough discus-
sion of this matter, with a view to remedy
the decrease of membership and provide . for -
divisions asking assistance. -

A discussion then followed, in which the
S W, P, . L Py DL chaplain, L. ' J;
Wathen, Andrcw Dunn, H. W. B, Smith, and
H. H. Stuart took part. 1t was resolved to
ask each division to make Special efforts to
visit other divisions rearby

The G. W. P. tuen, on request, explatnad
the scope and purpose cf the New Brunswick
Temperance Iederation !aunched in St. John
on the 4th inst. The federation hope to have
a paid organizer permanently in the fleld.

Mr. Clarke reported that in the d.striet
there are three bands of hope, situa in
Richibucte, Douglasstown and Loggieville re~
spectively.

Thomas A. Clarke and James Falconer were
appointed as a committee to coasult with
temperance people in Chatham re tke re-
guscitation of Chatham's dlvisicn, .iately
grown dormant.

On motion, Richibucte was chosen.as next
place of meeting; time, on Good Friday af-
ternoon.

The following officers were then elected:--

D. W. P., Thomas A. Clarke (re-clzcted).

D. W. A, ,H W. B. Smith, J

D. S., Henry Harvey Stuart.

D. T., H. B. Anslow.

D. P.. W. P., Robt. W. Beers,

D. €., C. Norman MacLeod.

D. 8., Leslic J. Wathen, J. P

D. C., James Falconer (re-elected).

Superintendent of young people’s work,
Miss Jessie P, Tiunm.

The officers were instailed at a
meeting in the evening.

The following standing commitie:s vere
appointed by the chair:—

Credentials, H. H. Stuart, H. W. B. Smith,
and H. B. Anslow.

Fipance, 1. J. Wathen, R. W. Heers, and
Miss Rachael Loggle. -

Programme, R, W. Beera and James Fai-
coner.

At the public mecting in the evering the
audienca was large and the mecting very
successful. The speakers were Rev. .C.
Flemington, Rev. R. Hensley Stavert,
Thomas A. Clarke, James F[alcoper, . W,
B Smith, #. H. Stuart and the chalrrman,
Apndrew Duna.

publie

One of the gueerest signs to be found any-
whera ig that of the Nutiley inn, Sussex
(Fng.), a large house cn tha Lewes and
Sasthourne road. It consists of am satiqua-

ted bicyvele of the type affectionaisly refer-
red to by olé-time wheelmen as “good
old ordipary,’’ and has swuag in the breeze
for tha last fifteen years,
¢
THE ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE

FARMERS’ AND DAIRYMEN'S
ASSOCIATION

‘WILL BE HELD AT FREDERIUTON
1906,

JAN, 28 AND A,

THE ANNUAL MEETING

ON

OF THE
FRUIT GROWERS' ASSOCIATION
WILL BE HELD AT THE SAME PLACE
ON JAN. 4, 1906,

Prominent speakers bave been engaged to
discuss the various subjects, such Rs Beel
Production, Dalry Work, Seed Selection, Soil
Cultivation, Agricultural PBPducation, Fruoit

avail.| who passed the Aver farm before the tire| Growlug, Gare ct Orchards, Varietles, etc.

Prizes will be offerod for display of Winter
apples; for prize iist apply to the Secreciary.

Delegates wili buy first-class ticket to
Fredericton and get a Standard Certificate.

¥verybody invited.
C. F. ALWARD, THOS. A. PETERS,
Secretary.

President

EARN
TWare

The easiost thingein the

RS L 4
CLONT i3 Q.
LEPT. 178 TORO!




