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THE SOUL'S OFFICER.

THE EXECUTIVE MISSION OF THE
HUMAN HAND.

WHAT THING CAN IT NOT DO?

A Revelasion of the Wisdom and Good-

ness of Gody, Who TIushioned This
Divinely Construnted Iusirument of
*The KEyeo
I E.ve

Manifold Purposes-Truly,
Cunnot Say Uato the Mand,

Mo Need of Thee.”’

Washington, Jan. 28. — The dis-
course of Dr. Talmage is a lesson of
gratitude for that which none of us
fully appreciate and shows the di-
vine meaning in our physical struc-
ture;, text, I Corinthiuns adi, 21,
‘“I'he eye‘cannot say unto the hand,
I have no nced of thee.”

‘I'hese words suggest that some
time two very iwportant parts of
the human body got into contro-
versy, and the eye became insolent
and full of braggadocio and said: “‘I
am an independent part of the hum-
an system. How far I can see, tak-
ing in spring morning and midnight
aurora! Compared with myself,
what an insignificant thing is the
human hand. I look down upon it.
There it hangs, swinging at the side,
a clump of muscles and nerves, and
it cannot see an inch either way.
1t has no luster compared with that
which T bcam forth.’”” ‘‘What sense-

- less talk,”’ reSponds the hand. ‘‘You,
« the eye, would have been put out
long age but for me. Without the

food I have earncd you would have
been sightless and starved to death
Yyears ago. You cannot do without
me any betier than I can do . with-
out you.” At this part of the dis-
putation Paul of my text breaks in
.and ends the controversy by declar-
ing, ‘“The eye cannot say unto the
hand, I have no need of thee.”

Fourteen hundred and thirty-_hree
times, as nearly as I can count by
aid of concordance, does the Bible
speak of the human hand. We are
all familiar with the hand, but the
man f.yet to be<born. who can
fully us tand this ‘wiopdrous in-
strumgmt. - Sir Charles Bell, -the Eng-
lish ‘s@rgeon, ~came.: hoire from the
battleleld of Waterloo, where he had
becn “amputating limbs and binding
up gun-ghot fractures, and wrote a
book enfitled ‘“The Hand: Its Mech-
anism and Vital Endowmments as
Evidencing Design,” Bitt® it is so
profound a ‘book that only a scien-
tist who is familiar with the tecch-
nicalities of anatomy and physiology
<can understand it.

So we are all going on opening and
shutting this divinely constructed in-
strument — the hand — ignorant of
much of ‘the revelation it was in-
tended to make of the wisdom and
goodness of God.. You can see by
their structure that shoulder and
elbow and forearm are getting. ready
for the culmination in the hand.
There is 'your wrist, with its cight
bones and - fheir ligaments in two
rows. That wrist, with its bands
of fibers and its hinged joint and
‘4urning on two axis — on the larg-
er axis moving backward and for-
ward, and on the smaller axis turn-
-ing nearly round. And therc is the
palm of your hand, with its five
boncs, each having a shaft and two
#c-rminations. There are the fingers
«f that hand. with 14 bones, each
f.-;er with its curiously wrought
te lons, five of the bones with end-

in;, roughened for the lodgment of-

1 o pai's:” There is the thumb, com-
i from opposite direction to meet
1.: fingers, so that in conjunction
they may clasp and hold fast that
vil'ich you desire to take. There are

the long nerves running from the
armpit to the 46 muscles, so that
all are untder mastery. The whole

anatomy of your hand as complex,
as intricate, as symmeltrical, as usc-
ful as ~God could make it. What
can if do? ' It can climb, it can lift,
it can push, it can repel, it can men-’
ace, it can clutch, it can deny, it
can affirm, it can extend, it can
weave, it can bathe, it can smite, it
cap humble, it can exalt, it can
soothe, -it can throw, it can defy, it
can wave, it can imprecate, it can
pray.

A skeleton of the hand traced on
‘blaek-board, or unrolled in diagram,
«or hung in medical museum, is might-
ily illustrative of the divine wisdom
and goodness, but how much more
pleasing when in living action all its
nerves and muscles and bones and
tendons and tissues and phalanges
display what God invented when he
invented the human hand. Two
specimens of it we carry at our side
from the time when in infancy we
open them to take a toy till in the
last hour of a long life we extend
them in bitler farewell.

With the divinc help I shall speak
of ithe hand as the chief executive
oflicer of the soul, whether lifted for
defense, or extended for help, or bus-
jad in the arts, or offered in saluta-
tion, er wrung in despair, or spread
aproad in benediction. God evident-
ly intended all the lower orders of
living beings should have weapons of
defense, and hence the clephant’s
tusk, and the horses’ hoof, and the

.cow’s horn, and the lion’s footh, and’

the insect’s sling. Having given
weapons of defense to the lower or-
ders of living beings, of course he
would not leave man, the highest or-
der of living beings —on earth, de-
feneeless and at the mercy of brutal
.or ruffian attack. The right, yea,
the duty of self defense is so evi-
dent it nesds no argumentation.
What a defemse it is againsl acci-
dent! There have been times in all
our experiences when we have with
the hand warded off something that
would have extinguished our  eye-
sizcht, or broken the skull, or crip-
pled us for a lifetime. While the
eyc has discovered the approaching
peril, the hand has beaten it back,
or struck it down, or disarmed it.
; And im passing let me say that he
-who has the weapon of the hand un-
4njured axd “in full usec needs no
.other. Yqu:cowards who walk with
sword, cane, or-carry a pistol in
your hip pocket had better lay aside
your deadly weapon. At the fron-
thr. or in barbarious lands, or as
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an officer of the law about to make
arrest, such arming may be neces-
sary, but no citizen moving in these
civilized regions nceds such re-in-
forcement. If you are afraid to go
down these streefs or along these
country roads without dagger or fire-
arms better ask your grandmother
to go with you armed with scissors
and knitting needle. What cowards,
if not what intended murderers, use-
lessly to carry weapons of death! In
our two hands God gave us all the
weapons we need to carry.

Again, the hand is the chief exccu-
tive officer of the soul for affording
help. Just sece how that hand is
constructed. How easily you can
lower it to raise the fallen. How
easily it is extended to feel the in-
valid’s pulse, or gently wipe away
the tear of orphanage, or contribute
alms, or smooth the cxcited brow,
or beckon into safety. O the help-
ing hands! There are hundreds of
thousands of them, and the world
wants at least 1,600,000,000 of
them. Hands to bless others, hands
to rescue others, hands to save
others. What are all these schools
and churches and asylums of mercy?
Outstretched hands. What are all
those hands distributing tracts and
carrying medicines and trying to cure
blind eyes and deaf ears and broken
bones dand disordered intellects and
 wayward sons? Helping hands.
Let each one of us add two to that
number if we have two, or, if
through casualty only one, add that
one. If these hands which we have
so long kept thrust into pockets
through indolence or folded in indif-
ference or employed in writing
wrong things or doing mean things
or heaving up obstacles in the way

of - righteous progress might this
hour be consecrated to  helping
others out and up and on, they

would be hands worth being raised
on the resurrection morn and worth
clapping in eternal gladness over a
world redeemed.

His own hands frec, see how the
Lord sympathized with the man who
‘had lost the use of his hand. It
was a case of atrophy, a wasting
away until the arm and hand "had
been reduced in size beyond any med-
ical or surgical restoration. Morc-
over, it was his right hand, the most
imporfant of the two, for the left
side. in-all its parts is weaker: than
the right side, and we involuntarily,
in any exigency, put out the right
hand because we know it is the best
hand. So that poor man had lost
more than half of his physical arma-
mént. It would not have been so
bad if it had been the left hand. But
Christ looked at that .shriveled up
right hand dangling usclessly at fhe
man’s side and then cried out with
a voice that had ommnipotence in it,
‘““Stretoch forth thy hand!’”’ and the
record ‘is ‘‘he sirciched it forth
whole as the othcr.”

How often has the hand decided a
destiny! Mary, Queen of Scots, was
escaping from imprisonment at Loch-
lever in the dress of a laundress and
had her face thickly veiled. When a
boatman attempted to remove the
veil, she put up her hand to defend it
and so revealed the white and fair
hand of a queen, and so the boat-
man took her back to captivity.
Again and again it has been demon-
strated that the hand hath a langu-
age as well as  the mouth.
Palmistry, or the science by which
character and destiny are read in
the lines of the hand, is yet crude
and uncertain and unsatisfactory, but
as astrolegy was the mother of as-
tronomy and alchemy was the moth-
er of chemistry, it may be that paln-
isfry will result in a science yet to
be bern.

On two discourses, one concerning
the ear and the other concerning the
eve, I spoke from the potent text in
the Psalms, ‘‘He that planted the
ear, shall he not hear,”” and ‘“He
that formed the eye, shall he not
sce,”” but what use in the eve and
what use in the ear if the hand had
not been strung with all its nerves,
and 'moved with all its muscles, and
reticulated with all its joints, and
strengthened with all its bones, and
conirived with -all its ingenuities.
The hand hath forwarded all the
arts, and tunneled the mountains
through which the rail train thund-
ers, and launched all the shipping,
and fought al? the battles, and built
all the temples, and swung all the
cables under the sca, ag well as lift-
ed to mid air the wire tracks on
which whole trains of thought rush
dcross the continents, and built all
the cities and hoisted the pyramids.

Do not eulogize the eye and ear at
the expense of the hand, for the eye
may be blotted out, as in the case of
Milton, and yet his hamd writes a
‘“‘Paradise -l.ost’” or a ‘‘Samson
‘“Agonistes;’’ as in the case of William
H. Prescott, and yet his hand may
write the enchanting ‘‘Conquest of
Peru.’”” Or the car may be silenced
forever, as in the case of Beethoven,
and yet his hand may put into im-
mortal cadences the ‘Ninth Sym-
phony.”” Oh, the hand! The God
fashioned hand! The triumphant
hand! It is an open Bible of divine
revelation, and the five fingers - are
the Isaiah, and the Kzekiel, and the
David, and the Micah, and the Paul
of that almighty inspiration.

A pastor in his sermon told how a
little child appreciated the value of
his hand when he was told that on
the morrow it must be amputated in
order to save his life. Hearing that,
he went to a quiet place and prayed
that God would spare his hand. The
surgeon, coming the next day to do
the work, fqund the hand so much
better that amputation was post-
poned, and the hand got well. The
pastor, telling of this in a sermon,
concluded by holding up his hand and
saying, ‘‘That is the very hand that
was spared in answer to prayer, and
I hold it up, a monument of divine
mercy.”’

Again, the hand is the chief execu-
tive officer of the soul when Wwrung
in agony. Tears of relief are some-
times denied to trouble. The eyelids
at such time are as hot and parched
and burning as the brow. At such
time even the voice is suppressed, and
there i§ no sob or outcry. Then the
wringing of the hand tells the story.
At the close of a life wasted in sin.
sometinres comves: that -expression <of:
the twisted fingers—the memary ~of
vears that will never return, of  op-
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portunities the like of which will
never again occur and conscience in
its wrath pouncing upon the soul and
all the past a horror, only to be sur-
passed by the approaching horror.
So a amn wrings his hands over the
casket of a dead wife whom he has
cruelly treated. So a man wrings
his hands at the fate of sons and
daughters whose prospects have been
ruined by his inebriety and neglect
and depravity. So the sinner wrings
his hands when after a life full of
offers of pardon and peace and heav-
en he dies without hope.

Again, the hand is the chief execu-
tive of the soul in salutation. A
former president of the United States

said: ‘I think handshaking is a
great nuisance, and it should be
abolished. It not only makes the

right arm sore, but shocks the whole
system and unfits a man for writing
or attending to other duties. It de-
moralizes the entire nervous and mus-
cular system.” But while this exer-
cise may be fati_uing, it is also an
opportunity. He who knows how
heartily to shake hands has one of
the mightiest arts for conveying
happiness and good cheer and life
eternal. After you have shaken
hands with one, a line of communi-
cation is opened that was not open
before. Two hands clasped in greet-
ing are a bridge on which all sym~
pathies and Kkindnesses and enocour-
agements and blessings cross over. To
shake hands with some persons does
us more than a good sermon—aye,
it is a sermon. To shake hande
with a good . doctor when we are
sick is an anodyne, a tonic, a febri-
fuge, before he feels the pulse or
writes the prescription. To shake
hands with a cheerful man when we
are discouraged fills us with faith
to try again what we have failed in
doing. To shake hands with some
consecrated man, clerical or lay, af-
ter we have wandered away into sin,
is to feel the grasp of a father—
God welcoming home the prodigal.
Shake hands, O ye stolid and exclu-
sive and cold blooded and precise and
conventional Christians! Jehu cried
out to Jehonadab: ‘‘Is thine heart
right? If it be, give me thine hand.””

There is in an honest and Christian
handshake a thrill of gospel electri-
city. You take part of his trouble
and he takes part of your jubilance.
In that way you divide up anxieties
and congratulations. The main
trunk line of that handshake has
branches of blessed telegraphy right
down to-both hearts and up to both
heads, and you both get the message
the same instant. Take off the glove
when you shake hands, for that glove
puts the hide of a kid between the
palm of your hand and the palm ef
his hand, and that animal’s hide is
a nonconductor of this gospel elee-
tricity. Do not grip the bone of the
forefinger and the bope of the little
finger with a crushing power that
puts one into a severe suffering which
many of us have experienced from
those who are more brutes than men.
Take the hand gently, reasonably,
heartily and know that God orde:ld
that form of salutation. That is one
important thing that the hand Wwas
made for. You can see the indica-
tions in its shape and -equipment-—

the four fingers to take your -neigh~'§

bor’'s hand on one side, and the
thumb to take it on the other, and
the forearm so swung that you can
easily draw it toward you. ~

Of course-there is a wicked shaking
of hands, and Solomon refers to it
when he says, ‘‘Though hand join in
hand, the wicked shall not be wun-
punished.” Shake hands in conspir-
acy to damage individual or com-
munity or nation, shake hands to de-
fraud, shake hands to stand by each
other in wrongdoing. You help me
stuff this ballot box, and I will see
that when I am in power you shall
have promotion. You help me in
my infamy, and I will help you in
your infamy. Oh, that is profana-
tion of a holy rite; that is sacrilege
against a divine arrangement; that
is gripping your o©OWn destruction.
Pilate and Herod, though antagon-
ists before, shook hands over Christ’s
projected assassination.

Again, the hand is the chief execu-
tive of the soul when employed in
benediction. No gesture of the hu-
man hand means more than the out-
stretched gesture. In many of our
religious denominations we are not
permitted to pronounce as spastolie
benediction until we have beem regu-
larly ordained as ministers of the
gospel, but there are kinds of bene-
diction that you imay all pronounce
without especial permission frem
presbytery or conference oOr CORVen-
tion. You have a right to spread
abroad both right and left hand in
bestowing & blessing of kindness and
good will upen all you meet. With
both hauds bless the childrem. Take
them in jour arms and kiss their
fair cheek. Take with them a roumd
of merriment in the room before yeu
leave it, and by prayer put them im
the arms of that Christ, to ge te
whom in olden time they struggled
to get out of the arms of their
mothers. God bless the cradles and
high chairs and nurseries all around
the world.

And what better use can T make of
my hands, which are the chief execu-
tive officer of my soul, than now to
spread them abroad in the apostelic
benediction which has been pronounc-
ed for centuries, and over hundreds of
thousands of assemblages, at corona-
tions and obsequies, at harvest
homes and on fast days, by all  the
ministers of the gospel in the past
as it wil be by all the ministers of
the gospel until the church militant
reaches up its right hand to take the
right hand of the church triumphant;}
a benediction which, when it has full
sway, will leave nothing for our
world to want or heaven to bestow:
“May the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Ghost, be

with you all forever. Amen.” .

The Origin of Whiat,
The game of whist originated im
It is believed to have. de-
veloped from the older game of tri~
umph, or trump, which waa' played
as early as 1350.  In fact, in . that
year sermons ‘were preached de-
nouncing the' nmo;:ﬂ ona m. tengd-
[ the tr ‘of
religion. 'In 1431 vih"ﬁt“’t: firat men-
tioned in En(lhi literaturs,
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Up Stairs.

If you are suffering from anzmia (poverty of
the blood) or from a weak heart the fact will be
made painfully apparent every time you have
oceasion to walk up stairs.

On such occasions does your heart beat vio-

lently ?

Do you feel out of breath?

Do your

limbs ache, and are you easily exhausted ?
These are signs of anemia and heart weak-

J1IESS,

Palor, sunken eyes, thin cheeks, loss of

appetite, and general languor are other signs.
Organic disease of the Heart or Consumption

b= may easily follow if your condition is neglected.

k5l Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills

FOR PALE PEOPLE,
cure anzmia and héart weakness, and banish all

these symptoms.

They make ‘men and women
XY strong and energetic, and are equally valuable
4 for young and old. These pills make new, rich

blood .with every.dose, and strengthen weak or

4 exhausted nerves.

fIEALTH BROKEN DOWN.

Alr. John Barley, Lachute Mills,
says;—'‘Up to about seven years

a healthy
man. At that time my heaith began
to give way, and al last 1 was left
almost a physieal wreck, thé least
exertion would leave me breathless
and exhausted and for the last five
years have not been able to do
arecdy work for the best part of the
timie, end as the many medicines I
tried f-iled to help me, I had begun
to0 look upon my case as almost
hopeless. Finally a friend urged me
‘4o try Dr. Williams' Pink Pills, and
pow after the use of only five boxes
i am feeling well and strong. It 'is
simply ‘marvellous .what they have

. done for me, and I shall always rec-

ommend themn to my friends.”

$2.50,
ville, Ont.

[AD KT STRENGTH TO WALK.

Miss Feba C. Schilling, Peninsula-
Gaspe, Que.. writes—''1 had suffered
for some time with a weary feeling.
I had net strength to walk about. I
could net walk even a short distance
without being out of breath. I took
no interest in anything, as I thought
nothing e¢ould do me any good..
On the recommendation of a friend
I dccided to try Dr. Williams”
Pink Pilis. I had only taken them.
for a sheort time when I noticed a
great improvement. I was strong:
enough te walk a long distance with—
out resting, and felt better imsevery
way. I would recomimend Dr. Wil-
liams’ Pink Pills highly to all° other-
sufferers,. and think they will be sur--
prised” at the results obtaimed' from:

their: use””

Dr. Williams' Pink Pills have also cured paralysis, locomotor

ataxy, rheumatism, and sciatica ; also all diseases arising from:
impoverishment of the blood, scrofula, chronic erysipelas;. con-
sumption of the bowels and lungs, general’ muscular weakness;
loss of appetite, palpitations, pains in the back, nervous head-
4 +che. and nevralgia, early decay, all' ladies’ weaknesses and'
hysteria. These pills are a tonic, not a purgative. Sold by all:
druggists, or by mail post paid at 50 cents:a box ‘or six boxes for-
b; addressing the Dr. Williams' Medicine Co., Brock--

As many worthless substitutes are offered be sure you ask:

for Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills for-Pale: People.
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SPECULATION HELD IN CHRCK
BY THE T1BANSVAAL
WAR.

nﬂlwiy Seourities are now Pre-
ferred to Iudustrials as Invest-
ments — Healthful Conditions
Point to & Prosperous Fu-
ture.

New York, Jam. 27—Conditions m the
stock markeb are unchanged. In the main
they are more favorable to a higher rangs
of values, but speculation is held in eheck
largely by wneertainty respecting the
Transvaal war. British suceess would wn-
doubtedly stimulate buying, while brit-
sh reverses will eerteimly deley am wp-
ward movement. 1t is folly, hewever, e
anticipate any rermament imjury to the
market by untoward. dsvelopments in the
war. Ulbimately Greet. Britain will see-
ceed, and such setbacks as may heppea
will be much less serious than those
which have occarred two or three momths
ago, simply because the military situation
is nmow very different from shen. ‘Lhe
British forces are steadily strengthenming
and unlimited resources are behind them;
while the Boers, though having the im-
portant advantage of bemg on the defens-
ive, have already put forth thewr best
strergth and caa offer nothing additional
but a stubborm resistance, which they,
will in all prebability continue to do.
Tiwe will proxe an “important factor im
the struggle; and im this respect the sitw
ation is distinctly against. e Boems.
Henceforth, therefore, mishaps to the
British need not be taken too seriously.
Last week we directed attestion to the
superiority of good railroad securifies for
investment amd speculative purposes over
those which depended upom a single line
of business for revenue. 'The railroad, as
we  said, drawa its ecatmings from many
; ‘9o that when /one source is at &
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inated from. the large majority; that hon-
esty and efficiency prevail in their man-
ent to a larger degree than ever, and
‘thé¥ they ara now conducted with a more
reasonable regand for public welfare than
was the case in the past. Shippers still
have grievances; but fair treatment is
certainly easier io procure mow than
years ago. Stability and equality of ratee
are becoming i as among the
emsentiale of gotd railroad management;
the result being that publie hostility te
reilroads is- diminishing in proportion as
they deal fairly with the publie. So long
as the railroads deal equitably with the
public there will be little reason to fesr
hostile legislation, and the shipper need
have small fear of the present concentzs-
tion of management provided he secures
fair and. stable rates. All of these fects
strengthen railroads as investments. At
present the railveads are experiencing the
benefits- of the ccuntry’s prosperity. Ac-
cording to the Chroniele 119 roads in.the
twelve months of 1898 amd 59 roads in
eleven months carned $1,210,000,000,. an
jncrease of $144500,000, or about 10« per
cend. over the previous year. 'Fhese are
stupendous figures but if the eornpaxisons
were made with 1885 or 1896 they would
be still more astonishing. Tley mean
that the most important indusbiry im the
eountry has been transferred from a eon-
dition ef uncertainty two or fhres.years.
ago to one of soundness and strenghh. Asy
investments. or as speculatiwe purchases.
there is ne class of securities that offer
better inducements than thos: of the rai-
roads. They are the safest, and the sprest
of reasonable profits.
Without. wishing to discriminate agamst.
the industrials, it cannot escape attenstion.
that they are untried; that they are sus-
tained by profite which probably camnot
continue; that as a classs they are highly
inflated; that they must face a period of
hostile legislation; that many of them
must undergo severe reorganizatiom, and
that ‘speculation therein involves unusual
risk. There are a few of the industrials
organized on conservative lines which wul
prove remunerative to their holders, and
these may be held with confidemce. So
far these industrials have not become a
serious menace Lo the stoek market, for
the reason that only a small proportion
of their issues »f sexurities is: distributed
among the public. ,The great majority of

. peewri

the industrials are still held by the ori_(iﬁ:

i
prigts -of /1808 $hey. Smply ;logt | was fully engaged

pened . had. the public been a. free buyerr
of .these inflated properties. In the futuxe
operations in the industrials are likely te
be carried along on more::conservasive:
lines. The banks are discriminating sharp-
ly.as teseollateral, and this is a factor of
safety.

The industrials eanmot expeet to gaim

 fuu public confidence wntik they furmish,

reliable- annmal or semi-anmmal reports of
their eperatiems and eomditions. In view
of the: ensrmous powers amd advamiages
whick. they held, the publia bave a rigié
to- this-information; and legmlation agaiwst
the trusts could take mor wiser or mese
effective form than erforeed publieiy.
By such means the publie would be pre-
tected: agaimst monopoliskie abuses; imws-
tors would be saved from fraud, amd ae
indnatrials themselves would gain throgh
commandimg the eonfidenee of which may
of them ave mow destitute.

No. promeunced advamee im the: maiet
ia likely until the big: leaders are rady
fory it, yet the imtrissie eondifioms are:
seund; money is easy and likely 4o sotom-
tinue for seme time to come Both here:
and abread, so that tlere is me reaso: for-
wking ether than a somfidemt amd pifionk
view as to the future.

SWEDISH PAPERS ON RUWSAN
1 SPIES.

Stoekholm, Jar. 3. —The newspaprs ave-
becoming persistent in their demads for
explanations from the govermmen{ in re-
gard to the stepe it is purswing relative
to the alleged Russian spies whe for pev-
eral weeks past, are reported te hive been
seenin different parts of Sweden, especi-
2lly in the neighborhood of fertified places.
The papers declare that if the reports are
true the governrnent must address in un-
equivecal intimation to Russia 4het such
proceedings must cease. There wil prob-
ably be imterpellation in the Rikidag om
the subjeet.

MAUDE GONNE IN NEW IURb.

New York, Jan. 20—Miss Marde Uonre,
the Irish Joam of Arc, arrived today om
the Fremeh line steamer La Normandie,
trom Havre, Miss Gonne sad taat she
| cosdd say but little about her future
movements in this country beyon.. e
fact that she would stay s-momth and
tFen hurfy Back to Ireland sa her time
several meetings in the istevest of the
Boers. Miss Gonne will stop at the Fuwa
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