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any more than all food is strength. Knowledge that only
fills the head and is not incorporated intoa man's inner
self is like undigested food. Until it lays hold upon the
heart it is like the coal lying cold and dead in the
bunkers.” It is only as itis set on fire in the heart that it
becomes power. Truth to be transmitted into energy
must come into contact with a sensitive soul.  We need
alert minds that we may lay hold on truth ; we need alert
hearts that the truth may lay hold upon .us before we can
bacome practically strong strengthening the mind, even
strengthening the will, may be, but like strengthening the
machinery of anlengine while the furnace fires are out, Mind
‘and will are rather instruments of power than power itself.
The real power iz down in the deeper depths where motive
leaps back upon thought and resolve with impelling and
compelling force, and all the fiery intensities are set loose
in kindling might. The bucton which lets on the inner
power responds to the touch of truth and God. It is only
then that & man's pature becomes like a live wire along
which the slectric volts of power are thrilling. But to be
more specihe: —

fn the first place, it is only as knowledge lays firm grasp
upon comviction that a man can be strong. The man who
schoowlediges that truth is truth, but says it makes little
practical difference, can never rise above weakness. He caa
never stand fast at the expense of sell-denial and sufler.
ing. It wasonly as Paul not only said “I know, but also
“1 am parsuaded” that he made his way onward with blood
in histracks as be faced danger npd death. It is only as
truth lays hold with such a grip upon conscience that “I
ought” betomes 10 a man “l must ' at all costs, that he
becomes strong. The sense of right and of its supreme ob-

~ligation will put iton in & man's blood. Behind the right
it God and the seose of right becomes & sease of God
And what courage have these given as men have faced self-
denial and agony and been strong.

But while conviction with its sense of unconditional ob-
ligation to do right has a tremendous compelling power, 1t
is haed and stern. A man has 10 hold himself to duty with
tension of will which may exhaust, however much he may
love the right for which he sacrifices. If a man s to be the
strongest, there mus' be impulsion as well as conpulsion,
o that the activity shall be gladsome and free. The emo-
tions must be kindled to a steady glow. There must be
the impelling power of a supreme love. When truth comes
which unites the compulsion of conscience with the impul-
sion of the heart, a man beccmies coubly sire ng.

But there needs also be the attractive power of a high
aim and a great purpose, if there is to be the development
and intensest use of all the cultured forces,ol our being. It
is this which gives concentration of energy. . It is this which
compresses all a mwan’s might and thus makes it more
mighty like that of the steam. It i3 this which lures forth
the all that is in a man of strength.  Those three, the com-
pulsion of i the impulsion of love and the attrac-
tion of a grand aim are the great triumvirate of might.
Let all these combine in highest degrae in A man's being
and his life will go throbbing on in ever {uller realization
ol its highest possibilities and in ever fuller blessing to men.

And where are there ttmmlghty impulses combined, and

bined in such i asin “the faith™
in which the Corinthians are urged to stand fast. [ can
but glance at the subject thus opened up. This faith of the
Gospel, this recognized body of Christiar truth, as appre-
hended by Paul and assumed by him to be within the com-
petency of .hese simple believers at Corinth, how it appeals
10 all the manhood of men and the womanhood of women!
Where is there teaching which lays such hold upon con-
science and the seose of right and duty ? . Kthics are good,
but it is only as a man finds his obligation to the right root
down into a sende of obligatiw to a p I and - infini
and holy Being that it will grip his soul with hooks of
steel.  The rules of a family may be excellent, but they
will not appeal very stroogly 1o the child until- they are
backed by the will of his parents. It is in “the faith” of the
Bible that rightness of its teachings is reinforced by the
personal will of the great and bholy God.

Is it any wonder that men have been perved to supreme
strength and heroism by the grand grip of the thought that
right and God were on their side. How has this thought
made men royal! and mighty in all ages! It was this con-
viction which nerved little bands of shepherds to shatter
armies. of veterans, as they fell upon them like a thimder-
bolt. It was this sense of right and God which made the
Swedes such terrible fighters as they rose upon their knees
to rush upon outnumbering foes. What strength to endure
and courage to do did this give the Duteh
as  they starved and died amoog the dykes and
in the ditches of their towns! And those old Iron-
sides ‘of Cromwell, what grim resolve  did  the
thought that God willed it give them, as they stood like a
roek before the vnslaught of the Cavaliers, or swept them
away before their stern enthusiasm, why is it that the right
has been winuing its way, slowly it must be, but Surely as

ages have pasced on laden feet.  Yes it is because God ison

&-ﬂ-dm but still the has ever been won by
courage which conviction has given
Nay, 1 LN b Josi)

be strong, we must avoid the uncertainty and ind
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of to-day, as we would a hateful miasma. Those who stand

. fast in this grand old faith are still the strong men to-day,

as they have been in the past. There may be those who
give an assent to its truth who are not strorg, for this may
be done and there be little of conviction through realizi-
tion of its teachings. But without its steadying power, and
the iron grasp of its obligations upon a man, he may have
the impulse of passion , but he will never be persistently
strong,

And where is such an appeal to love with its impelling
power as in the faith which Paul proclaimed? Who can
tell its depth or breadth or height ? The Son of God who
thought it not a prize to be equal with God. He who was
greater than all the stars because he made them all. He
who was higher than the heavens because they were the
work of his fingers. He that was grander than all the
throbbing and shattering forces of the universe, because
they are all but the witholdings of his might. He who
supplies the universe with its titanic energies from the over
flow of his power, as in him all things consist. * For hium to
be filled with a love so mighty that it impelled him to
empty himself of all his might and majesty. For him to
become a babe, For him to live the lile of an humble man
For him to abase himsell to sorrow and exile and mockery
and scourging, snd agony and shame and death. For him
to bear our very sin, and in bearmg it endure the wrath of
holiness against iniquity until his heart broke and he died.
For him to do all this snd more for a man, for every man,
for you and lor me. Here is an appeal to love which fills
angels with awe belore its boundless mystery. This 1s what
has hindled up cold souls into intensest heat of deuithless
eathusiasm in all the ag:s. Thus it was this love of Chr st
which constrained Paul to five the life he lived and die the
death he died.It was this appe.l of love to love which made
weak men and delicate women face spear thrust and sword
struke and wild beasts lang and blazing faggots and hellish
torture chambers with the light of heaven upon their faces
and the might of gints in their hearts. This is still the
electric pole of the best life of the world as its currents of
power stream forth everywhere, thriliing hearts in lowly as
well as high places, with a quiet but steady and often an
overmastering enthusiasm. f men can face the cioss of
Christ with all it means and have the love [rom the heart
of Go ' flow in through it upon them and still have hearts
of ice, it is the brutali'y of wiquituous indifference

Men and women before me today, open your souls to the
unspeakable appeal of this unspeakable love and ‘it will
kindle up the furnace fires of the soul to a white heat, and
give teusion to will and impulss to the whole being,
would that it might ever stic our hearts with its supreme
might !

And where can be found the object in Jife like that re-
vealed in ‘““the faith” of the New “lestament? It opens a
possibility for human Jife of grandest dignity and trans-
cendest reach. A man may come to the heip of the great
God over all. He may become the wedium through which
the glory of him ‘who dwells 1n light unapproachib'e may
shine forth. He may link s doings, even though his
sphere may be a lowly one, with the onward and all-con:
quering march of God's beneficent purposes. He may send
forth a stream of blessed iniluence which shall go on with
ever widening and deepening flow as the ages of agesgo
sweeping past. He may not only stamp the impress of his
life deep upon this world and on down through its time,
but he may set his mark upon the world to come with its
eternities, This faith of the gospel makes it possible for
this earth life to be a seed bed for what is only less infinite
than God, as it helps to shape destiny for the growth of
the immortal spirit upward towards ever nearer approach
to deity. This faith makes it possible for a man with feet
upon the earth to have his head among the stars ln
whatever legitimate calling a man or woman may be, even
though it be humble, this faith shows how the life—worth-
ily lived—and its opportunities improved, may do all that
we have attempted 10 outline in few words. The though
that a life may be made all that this faith reveals should
draw a true soul toward the fullest realization of such pos-
sibilities, blessing and dignity and power for the present
and the future, for this world and the world to come.

Before objeets like these. how little do the aims of a life
appear which is centred in self and has thought for nothing
which reaches beyond the thud of the earth upon the coffin
lid? How can men be satishied to veet around in the small
mill-poeds of their own selfishness, when they might lavoch
forth upon the great illimitable sphere of diviee purposes.

The faith then, if we will but heed Paul's exhortation to
the Corinthians and stand fast in it, will grip us with the
might of its obligation to the right which will give us con-
victions with fibre of steel, it will lay-hold of us with a
love which will keep the soul in a white heat of steady de-
votion which will impel to the most gladsome sacrifice and
effort, and it will give an object in life which should help
to lure forth all the forces of a man, - This is the great
triumvirate of power.

As nowhere else than in “the faith,” they are all at their

y, and, as here else; they are all united in one
mwﬁoh-ol might for. the innet man around

and inspiration to the highest use of the best powers of his
being. i

{ can do little more than use as application the third
thought. =

HI. The strength thus gained enables us to quit our-
selves like men and be really strong. -

We wonder whether there are =ny of you )nung men
before me to-day who hold the belief that the faith of the
Gospel is for the weak, and to stand fast in it is to con-
demn oneself to feebleness. Is there one here who thinks
Christ'anity ﬁmd for only women and childreo—thuse who
are ruled by sentimeat and are quick to show emotion ? s
there one who thinks the tenderness of heart which would
yield to the appa' feom the eross and ba csuvinced of sin,
unmanly ? Is there one who supp ses that to be uafeeling
and hard-hearted is to be stcoag 2 | have but® pootly pre-
seated to you the underlying thought of this stirring pas-
sage, if you still think that there 1s fot the union of stern
conviction and a high aim with the impulse of love which
will embrace und stic all that 15 manly as well as womanly
in the soul.

Fhe truth is that the roughness and violencs of passion
aod brute strength is but weakness and the very first step
in real manliness is self interest. No one can play the man,
so tong as he is sellish and shrewd and self willed and self
seeking. T'he man who allows his a petites, his parsions,
his anger his ambition his desire for self indulgence tocarry
him away is not strong at all much less with a manly
strength.  Real manly streogth is not force like thatof
the lightening which may blast because uncoontrol'ed, but
it is as toe electricity which is directed to ueful enls. What
transforms men into manhood is a higher strength of the

very self to lay strong hand upon all its forms and master,

and direct it. He who says that the su jection to th: will,

the love and the purposes of God which the faith makes
kasrwa 8 wa ik and unnaly must believe our Lord to have
be:a wetik anluanualy, and pus himself outof the ac-
cruat with men who think and men who feel

Nay, nay, t have convictioas of right and trath which
wil! make ysu stand like & rock and let currents of wrorg
an { error tall dash:d and broken «t our feet that is to be
manly with the highest manhood. To lie in low~ly self-
abase neut before the cross of Christ until the rising tide of
an ausweri 1g love heal the hiact winch nas there hean brok-
en with penttence is to be manly with a very divine manli-
ness. ‘Torise from tie crosses foot and with a sotl suc-
caarged with the mgatiest motive that even heaven knows
throw all he cultured powers of mind and soul to hely on
the purposes of God which are to sweep atl envy and ev'l
from the worid aad fill heaven with ever-increasing joy.
Oa this 1 all” manly, hete yoy can play the
and vie with aagels and archingls even
sphere miy be towly if the devotion abides.

Whaat shall [ say more ; as [ speik the fiaal word to you
stronyg youay hves we are w the hey day of hop: and pos

sibility, As some of us older people lovk upon you, we feel
like v terans who will soon Le fit lor but gerrison duty s
they see a regiment march away with ilying
its place in the advance line

The fate of the future is chielly with those of your glais
Never was thece groater n:ed of manly cosseccated Christ«
ian streagth. Never was a greater nead 10 be alert as mind
and hesrt are intenss, Never was there gesater need of
having the steadying foot holds of assared beliel, for thought
is restiess, and this new age,\{[ it is ot coaceited, as Ux

McLaren says,it is at Jeast suwwm ol And what
need is there of couvictiony like & for the sease of

man indeed
though your

colors to take

. right seems to be gowg down it mainy quariers. belne
the greed for gaia wnd the sinds  for  position
While regal truth is not s0 vawed a8 W be
geined and beld at all costs a5 of yore.  This age

18 given up to the present world, and the highsr warld sl
God are not near and real to the sager (hiBags of weiving
men and women. May it by for you W0 have & hallowed
ambition to quait you like men acd be siwong
need, let the traths of the faith lead yog =il o
vew lile from God, if you have not alisady obtilaad it
from him. And may you all be men and woiedt Lo whom &
call of duty will be the highest peivilege, bhawe o »
backed by the will dad luve of Uhrist, sven though it be 4
call to self-efacement in a lowly sphere.  “Wakch ye, stand
ast in the faith, quit you like men, be stony
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The best education, the most seriptorsl isstructions, and
the brightest examplés are sulficient of themseives 16 con
vert the soul. 1t is susier to build mépks- thn W be
teples of God.—Selcted

Remember that if the opportanities for great deeds
should never cu e, the opportunity fot good deeds is e
newed for you day by day. The thing for us 10 long for
is the goodoess not the glory. - Farvar
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