
Why Wc Thould Study the Bible. ran puncture an inflated thfory of inspiration, to think that 
therefore the Bible is not inspired at all aad to feel that it 
has no further claim upon your attention. We ask that 
you approach it oiot as a sper-ul plead-r either for or 
against it, but simply to find out just what it is.

We are not only willing but are very anxious for you to 
<• unpare it with other religious literal ires, keeping in mind 
however that the different literatures in their different parts 
should l> comp ire I m tfie light of their different times.ete. 
Believing that the worst infidelity is fear for the truth, we 
ask simply that our scriptures be permitted to enter where 
there is a (airfield, and no favor, for
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Some Criticisms of the Article by the 
Rev. H F. Waring, M. A., which Ap
peared In lest week's Messenger 

and Visitor
BY В. M. SAUNDERS. D. D.

The Rev. Mr. Waring preached three sermons in the 
First church, Halifax, on the Inspiration of the Bible, sub
sequently gave the substance of them in his convention 
sermon, lectured on the same theme at another place, and 
then discussed tke subject at length in his Bible class. 
Now we find his definition of the Inspiration of the Bible 
given to the denomination through the Messxnoib and 
Visitor.

To forestall any incorrect impression, I wish to say that 
in my criticism of Brother Waring's views, it must uot be 
inferred that our relations are strained. Quite otherwise 
They are cordial. Brother Waring is a minis.er of except
ional gifts, of excellent Christian spirit, and wholly devoted 
to his work. Knowing that I differed from him on the 
subject of the Inspiraiion of the Bible, he has rep», tedly 
expressed the wish that I would criticise his views publicly, 
as ! am now about to do.

At the conclusion af the discus ion of the general subject 
in the Bible class, accord-ng to his promise, he gave the 
following reply to the question—one of the 25—"What is 
the Inspiration of the В ble ?"

"By the inspiratio • of the Bible, we mean that divine in- 
fl encingof the Hebrews, Jews and early Christians, by 
virtue of which there was produced a literature, in revealing 
their religious conceptions, especially in and through Jesus 
Christ, finds when viewed in the light of their times, a 
higher response within us, end produces a greater effect 
upou us and the world, than does any other literature.

This, as will be observed, was not accompanied by any 
qualifuati- n ll was an unqualified reply to an unquali
fied question. It ма$ taken as Brother Waring's defini
tion of Inspiration after his full discussion of the subject 
in public. I want, in the first place, to show the striking 
resemblance between this drfinitioa and the views of a 
number of living ministers, as given below :

The Rev. 1‘aul P. Frothingham, Unitarian minister, Bos
ton, says:—

"The Bib'e differs from other Scriptures only to the degree 
to which it has proved itself helpful. Inspiration is the 
spirit or mind of man attaining to the thought of God and, 
in this srn«e, all the great poets and writers o the ages 
have been inspired."

The Rev. Thomas R. Sheer, another Unitarian minister,

"What is the test for these books of Hebrew religion ? All 
the documents are anonymous .... That which finds 
me, that which inspires me, is inspired forme. . .
That is inspired which inspires.......................Religion is no
longer supported upon two great pillars, miracles and pro-

Rev James Freeman Clarke, D. D, a very distinguished 
Unitarian minister has said as follows: —

"We do not say. the writers of the New Testament were 
infallible. XVe may assert that the writers of the New
Testament have been where we have not been. We
say that they were placed by an inward influence on a high
er plain of insight, so as to see spiritual facts and laws 
which we do not see. . . What others have thought
they have seen; what others report as opinions, they report 

The height and depth of their insight
indicates a peculiar inspiration "

Of the New Testament writers Dr Clarke sa's:—"The
living harmony of their opinions indicates a peculiar inspir
ation. . The New Testament writers nowhere claim to 
te infallibly inspired to write . . . We look at the facts,
at the trai s in the New Testament writings which differ
ence them for I'ther books, and satisfy eurseives that the 
writers p ssessed some peculiar and special inspiration . . . 
We now ask can any better view of in«piration be found ? 
and how will it bear on the authority of the Scriptures, 
the rights of reason, and the teachings of the church ?... 
We »ee by the Scriptures themselves, that this was the one 
and only kind of inspiration and this inspirat-on all Chris
tians had. It was common to all . . . The writers were 
inspired by a spirit which all true Christians have to-day " 

The Rev. William W. Fenn, another Unitarian preacher 
and writer, says:—-

"Biblical criticism arose to show us that the Bible is not 
infallible, and that the thought of Israel had developed in 
accordance with universal laws, end comparative religion 
[comparing the Bible with other religious literatures) made 
it evident that other nations beside Israel ha-l been divine
ly taught."

The Rev. Charles ( .ordon Ame», Unitarian minister of 
Boston, formerly a Free Baptist minister, says:—

" The book lies wide on*; and a careful snrutiny of its 
< on tent* has made ,t ші|н*міЬІе to regard it.es infallible 
I hey are unwise friends of the Bible who apeak of it es 

containing the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the 
truth."

Ike Rev C W Weadte, still another Unitarian minister 
make* this statement.-—

Wi accept Chris'lenity as altogether the highest and 
best revelation ol religion that the world has ever known.
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