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which by popular vote of the qualified electors may 
accept the same. It will be provided in the proposed 
bill that the vot^ shall be taken at the time of the 
general federal election, and the law, when carried, 
must remain in force at least four years before a 
vote for repeal can be put. The proceedings for 
repeal are to be similar to those for bringing the 
measure into force—that is, the repeal vote must be 
taken at the time of a general election. If the law 
should he carried in any province or territory, no 
liquor can legally be sold therein, imported, 
manufactured for sale therein This would not 
prevent its manufacture for sale outside of the pro
hibition province or territory The sale of iotoat- 
cating liquor for medical or sacramental purposes or 
for use in art is to be carefully provided for under 
stringent regulations. The penalties for infraction 
of the proposed law are matters of detail, to he pro 
vided in an act baaed upon the resolution It la the 
intention of the promoters to suggest that in cases 
wherein the proponed legislation would affect mat 
tera pertaining to the government of the Dominion, 
the federal officials are to enforce the law, while of 
course in other cases it would be the duty of local or 
municipal functionaries to see to the enforcement of 
the act.

of the account very distinctly on the debit aide. At 
auch times the Finance Minister has need of all his 
ingenuity and hopefulness, in order to keep ep Ute ' 
hearts of his colleagues and to meet the scoffing 
arguments of the opposition. But this year, still 
more than last year, fortune has smiled upon the 
Hon. Mr Fielding. чНе must have gone about the 
preparation of his budget speech with a light heart.
The revenues for the year closing with June, 1*9*. 
yielded him a surplus of fi,/о,,and for tjse 
current year he anticipates a surplus of gi,600,000 
The year has been marked by a large degree of pros 
parity in the industrial and rommereial life of the 
country. The es pension .01 Canadian trsds during 
the past two years amounts to fAo.ouo noo Title Is 
a very remarkable inereaae. and for the immediate 
future the prospect la good In a country like 
Canada, proepcitlv depends principally upon the 
crops, the products of the fisheries, the mil

The agreement now arranged 
between Great Britain : and 
Russia with respect to China is 

understood as an abandonment by the former of the 
dene policy, and the virtual acceptance of a 

policy which will divide the Chineae Empiré into 
spheres of influence for the European powers If 
Russia and Greht Britain have come to an under
standing as to each other’s interests in this matter. 
Germany and France, it is pretty certain, will not 
be slow to assert their claims along similar lines, 
with the result that Chins will be divided up among 
the nations much as Africa has been. As to the 
interests of the United Slates in the "sphere of 
influence "policy in Chins, the lxindon ' Chronicle ' 
say» : “ America will apparently be left out in the 
cold, and she really deserve» no sympathy, for, if 
her statesmen had been willing to join us at an 
earlier stage In keeping*China open to the world, 
the present situation would never have arisen.'-’ 
Alluding to this remark of the ‘ Chronicle, ' the 
New Vofk ' Times ' acknowledges that it 
blunder on the pert of the United States not to join 
with Great Britain and Japan in support of the open 
door policy which sought to open all Chins to the 
trade of all nations on equal terms. How this huge 
blunder came to be perpetrated, says the ' Times,1 
” cannot be accnrately known outside of official 
Circles at Washington Of course it would not^isve
been perpetrated If the perpetrators had been able to 
look only a few months і a to the future-and to fore 
seethe timeyrhen we should ah 
power with proprietory as well as commercial Inter 
eats in the Pacific. Very possibly the very able 
representative of Russia at Washington was able to 
befog minds that were never very clear upon this 
question. Very possibly also there was an appro 
henelon In those minds of the incompatibility of 
McKinleyiam ‘ and Dingieyism with commercial 
expansion. A demand for an open door anywhere 
abroad would have come with an 111 grace from a 
nation engaged in hermetically sealing its doors at 
home. But even before the first gun was fired In 
Manila Bay it was plain that the irresistible forces 
of commercial expansion had doomed Dingieyism. 
аіці that the long-sacred tariff must go. It has be
come viai3iy plain since, insomuch that we have 
been compelled to open the door in the Philippines 
and to revoke the monstrous order by which we 
undertook to extend our obsolete navigation lawajo 
Puerto Rico. What we get in China is the per
mission to trade on equal tenua with the British In 
the British sphere of influence, and the permission, 
under a moat-favored-nation clause, to treide in the 
other spheres, on as advantageous terms as anybody 
but the proprietor of the “ sphere. ” . That we have 
not mote than that is very clearly the fault of those 
whom the ' Chronicle ’ describes as onr statesmen. "
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sod the forests, end the prices which these products
c ommand in the world's markets, These metiers,
as everyone ідп see, are sot v«*i > largely under the 
awfesel of any Government, end Mr Ptstéiag is 
much too astute and too honest a man to contend

was a

that the prosperity which the country la now enjoy 
ing is due wholly or principally to the fact that g 
Liberal instead of a Conservative government is In 
power, We can hardly accuse the Finance Minister 
<>f arrogan. ng that the Government 1
management of affairs is entitled to some considers" 
tion as a contributory cause of the improved con 
ditiona. At all events,

:
* * *

Th« Aeglu RmPao t,n* the most Important recent 
events in the aphere of interna 
tional politics la the signing of 

an agreement between Great Britain and Russia 
with respect to Chinn. This agreement, which ia 
intended to pot an end to railway concession» and 
other causes of dispute, has been alluded to by 
Ixird Salisbury in a speech delivered on the occasion 
of the annual banquet of the Royal Academy as a 
matter of congratulation on account of the influence 
It would have In preventing collision between the 
interests and object» of the two governments in the 
future. According to the published eta* 
respecting the agreement. Great Britain ban under
taken not to press for railway or ether concessions 
in North China, while Rusais agree» to the Britlst 
demand that no part of the basin of the Yang-tee- 
Klang shall be alienated. Ruenla also recognises 
explicitly that British commercial enterprise» are 
supreme in the Yeng-tse-Kieug twain which ia 
understood to extend a considerable distance north 
and south of the rivgr. though no attempt has been 
made to define the region Whether or not Russia 
la ready to make sacrifices for the sake of promoting 
international pence and good will, it ia well under 
stood that her situation at the present time is each 
as to make peace with Greet Britain desirable. Not 
to apeak of famine, sedition, and other influence* 
which are disturbing the internal peace of the Cur ’s 
empire, it ia of great importance to Russia to com
plete her great trana-Siberian railway, and for this 
and for other purposes she needs access to the British 
money market. It is said that the most influential 
Russian statesmen recently submitted • report to 
the Cur declaring that British capital and British 
purchasers are absolutely essential to Russia's pros
perity, and' adding that these will not be forth
coming unless British opinion be reassured upon 
Russia's policy and good-will.
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ilhave to acknowledge
that it ia not impossible for the country to enjoy a 
very fair measure of prosperity under a Liberal 
Government The Conservatives however contend 
that ao far u the Government hu done anything t* 
promote the prosperity of the country It has been by 
stealing the thunder of their opponent» and pursuing 
a count entirely inconsistent with their own former 
professions and pledges The Liberals out of power. 
It ia uid. denounced the protective system as ruin
ous to the country, but In power they are boasting 
of prosperity achieved by virtue of a financial system 
almost identical with the condemned ' ‘ National 
Pol ley.” Certainly we hear much less of the great 
Liberal doctrine of free trade than we did n few 
years ago. But the Liberals .say—True, free trade, 
or at least a tariff for revenue only, is the ideal, but 
many Canadian induet rice h id become established 
on a basis of protection To introduce free trade at 
once would have meant a revolution in the industrial
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life of the country, which would have sacrificed 
many vested interests and caused greet loaa to many 
persons and corporations. They contend that they 
are making progress in the direction of freer trade, 
that they have already lowered the tariff appreciably, 
and will do more by and by, but for the present they 
wilt nol make any changes. The Conservatives say ’ 
that when the Liberals were in opposition they 
cried, ont against excessive expenditure and Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier is quoted as saying that a Liberal 
Government would he able to save the country 
fiS,ooo,ooo a year, but now, say the Conservatives, 

stead of redaction, the annual expenditure and the 
bliCjdebt are still increasing. The Government 

leaders reply that a rapidly developing country de
mands an increase of expenditure and that, ’ at all 
events, the increase in the debt is less under present 
conditions than it was under the Conservative

* * *

The Dominion Temperance Alli
ance is applying its efforts to 
securé a Dominion Act which 

will bring prohibition into force in any province 
whose electors stall vote to adopt such a measure. 
By this means it is hoped to secure for provincial 
prohibition the strength which it would have under 
a Dominion statute, while by the proposed course 
of action thé question of the rights of the provinces 
to enact prohibitory legislation would not be raised. 
The prohibition resolution which Mr. Flint, M. P., 
will introduce in the House of Commons within a 
few days will call for the passing of a general pro
hibitory law, to apply to any province or territory

Prohibition by
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One can imagine that з Finance 
Minister does not always find 
the preparation of his budget 

speech a particularly cheerful task. There are years 
when, on account of conditions which no financier 
however able and far-seeing can control, the minis
ter finds his forecasts disappointed and the balance
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Budget. regime. So the argument goes on endlessly. 
Meanwhile 4 should be gratifying to men of all 
parties that, wherever tfie credit for it may or may 
not lie, the country is enjoying a good degree of 
prosperity.
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