MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

UNCLE SI'S UMBRELLA.

e
A Queer Ad§isture "Hfout Fifty Year Ago,
BY JOHN RINN

 Talkh' dbout parachutes,’ said old
Beu Marson,” “rmisds nie of & cur'ous
thing a1 happened up on the mounting
yender ‘bout fifty \var agn’’  Ben iip
ped back his chsie, put his feet higher
on. Ihe stove, snu clasped his hands
oou:fortably over the region of his
stomsch

It was in the village store at Cardiff,
#n New Humpshire, the night after the
oounty faic at Perryville, ten miles away,
wheie there had been a balloon ascen-

sions A woman had. leaped from the
balloon with a parachute, and had
Teached the ground aafely. This had

furnished a subject of conversation to
the usual group of loafers in the store.
After Ben had sssumed his favorite
attitude for story-teiling he thought it
Meceskary to asseverate that the forth-
eoming (ale was an “actooal fact.! ‘An’
if yo don't believe it said he, bringing
his foet down with a thump. “ye can jest

come up the mounting with me in the
mornin’, an' 1l show you the very spot

where it happened
Then he went on with the naerative,
ttempt 10 report his talk,

ght brcome wearisome, but will
wy in my own words
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hostess and her family, tied up his buz

dle proparatory to-departiire
1. vain they urged hidy to stay. The
The <now, the cold, the Roming night,
each seemed a sufficient regon why he
should “tarry 4l morming™~Al the
# of the fierce beast'’s depredations
mognified by fesr and tucu tolling,

were poured into-his ears by the anxious
woman and her disturbed husband

¥ Uncle Silas listened patiently, but
ooly shook bis head at each new en
treaty. He had heard too much of the
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beast from trustworthy sources to doubt
its_presence near the village, Bui be
wae a brave mas, beld steadily o

his purpose. ”

"Kl:l why 6T tonight 1 uiged- the
woman, desperately

“1 dog’t quite know, sister,” he aald,
slowly. " ““Thowe poor |lawkine ulnldren,
0 er the mountain, with their drunken
young father, have heen on my wind all |
day.  Perbaps [ have » call to go. Any- |
way, we aresafe in tie Lord's hands, |
day or night; aad 1 Jdon't fear the oata-
meunt "~

So he started on his lonely tramp cver
the mountaio.

The road to Dayton skirted the base
of the mountain for several miles before
it turned gradually and. tried the ascent.
Soft snow made travelling difficult on
this reugh road ; and it was slmost dark
when Uncle Silas turned his face up
ward to the bill that lay ‘between him
and his night's rest. On the lefi the
#teeplod spruces stood out darkly against
the cold winter twilight, On the right
the woods were already gloomy with
shadows.

There was one place on this road that
every Lelated traveller was gladito leave
bohind bim—a deep ravine near the
summit of the ridge. Ten feot from the
edge of this ravine o high shoulder of
rock followed s general direction for
[fifiy yurds or more. Beiween these two

the road ran, shrinking close to the
friendly roek.

A stout railing of logs gave one in the
dangeroos place a certain sense of secur.
{ity.  Leaning over the railing the trav-
[ efler could see the dwnrl -pines clinging |
{10 the cliffwide. !t was always cold and |
damp in the ravine below ; and at times |

tugeed | ihe rush and gurgle of a brook came | *PFINE

fuintly up through the low tree-tops.

| Now, in the gathering darkness, Uncle
Nilas g ened his sceps unconscioualy. |
Fut he was still some distance below this |

pl o6 when, from. the woods on his left, |
& fierce ery hroke sharply on the twi
ight stilloess S

For s mowernit the horritle Acream

rywhere, echoing alang the |
fe, penstrating thé ravioes. |

Thea, ir stillnpas, the old man stood

breathions, listening, while the stories he

had heard of the panther crowded upon |

him, and & obdll that be could not re
ad slowly down his spine

pross spre

T was repeated | It seomed now |
path below him. There it wes |
again, sod nearer!  Wib beast had
scented and was following him

|
{

At first the hopelessness of escaping
suoh & brute averpowersd him. He
besitated, as il he would meet the dan- |
ger where he stood. ©~ What use to run |

A crenture ,that could overtake a
suow? -How hide from
il snw clearly as twilight
S|

red |

the habits of the old preacher's
lifs wers stronger than any davger. ~He
lifted his face i a awift, mute prayer;
then dropping his bundle and grasping |
his old umbrella hé bounded up the path |
towsrd the summit. There the forest
ended, and the panther could not leap
unsgen upon his shoulders from some
overhanging limb.

Loug years of constant travelling had
given Uncle Silas hard muscles and im
mense  endurance, though he was |
smnil man. He needed thele qualitios |
now us be struggled againgt the llnuwi
nud the steep incline. But' the same

impeded the panther “also; and |

when the next sharp scream cut the air |

t seemed no nearer than before

¢ old prescher had been runnin
nutes, perbaps, when be smerged
the denwe shadow of the woods.
¢ pen road was before him, and the

ing thay bordered the precipice. |

ath was level bere, and he made |

bette: speed, thoagh he turned frequent- |

e if his pursuer was in sight !

|
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e panther followed sendily, sresping
igh the snow without ever wking i
from the old man's face Whee
he stopped shouting or relaxed his
threatening demonstrations tor s s
stant the flerce eyes ssemed snlnrged, |
and the beast orowohed for
spring
Uncle 8

ever

ow e
log touched the railing w
he backed He knew the path
turned here. Bat-he dared not turn his
hiead nor ke his oyes from the lumin
ous spols before him. The spring of hig |
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i ly s he
waved i about ; and the stout top. catel:-
ing tb:“ wind, simost palied the hendle
from rwp

Then & strange dea came lnto Uncle
m:" loud shout he simed I',
with » ‘ & awesplng
blow st the ocreature's head. The
r:mhhv, startled, » . ’::-y. ‘:.lma'
ike a huge ost, snd jam; Hp 10 & pro-
jooting ledge, where it turned agaln and
emnngd for a spriag,

Bot the moment's bresk had given
Uncle Silas time to not, The instant
the flerce eyes wore taken from his be |
wheeled, leaped upon the log miling, |
and snapping his umbrelis en
threw himeelf fur out over the ipice.

ihe old preacher never the

scream of rage that followed his sudden
leap. He wondered if his old umbrella
would stand the rush without turning
inside out and dashing him down among
the rocks. Then he saw a dark form |
shoot by him with a blood-ourdling yell,
saw (ree-tops sweep upin a dark mass
to meet him, and heard a ormsh and
thud below.
_ Meantime he had come down into the
top of a sorubby hemlook. The um-
brella was torn from his grasp, and he
dropped through bending branches into
the snow, where he lay for a long time,
weak and listless, wondering and grato-
ful for his strange escape.

A commation in the underbush near
brought bim 1o his feet. He groped for
& stick to defend himself. But the noise
was stationary— a confusion of blows,
and low growls, and snapping bushes.
With a great throb of thankfulness he
realized that it must be his late terrible
enemy, wounded to death in his last mad

Feeling abont in the 'darkness, Uncle
Silas gathered a handful of dead twigs.
These he kindled by the aid of flint and
punk that he always carried in his pock. |
et. By thewr light he gathered more
fuel, apd so0n a bright Llaze was leaping
up againet the hemlock. ;

the noise in the underbrush
grown less as he worked. It-had
most censed when he parted the bushes |
cnutiously and peered in. There lay the |
panther, siruggling feebly. !

The force of its wild leap had earried |
it well over the tree into which Uncle |
Bilas had fallen. The branehes striking
ita legs, had thrown it off a catika bal
anoce, dnd hurled ii among the roof

Unele Silas turned to tind his way back
1o Cardifl; for the ravine had no known
outlet on the Dayton side. But his
escape hind been s0 wonderful that even
he would hardly be believed if he came

had
al-

back without some visible ‘proof. Be
les, he bad been fond of hunting in
his younger days; he would go back

with the savage beast’s skin !

Whata trinmph it would be to march
into the store, flirg down the gory pelt,
and sny, “See, there is the beast you
have been afraid of so long "' And he
would add, from the.old book he loved
so well : “Surely the Lord hath delvered
him into my hands.’ So he thought,
standing ' there in the gloom, peering
through the bushes at the great gray
beaist. c |

- Beizing & hind leg he dragged the |
panther in beside the fire, and with his
sharp jack knife stripped the hide off. |
Then he climbed the hemlock after his
battered old umbrella; and with the
panther-skin over his shoulders, started |
down the ravine.

He was near the place where he knew
asteep path led up to the road, and was
ropiog about in the thick darkness to |
nd it, when he was terribly startled by
a groan from the brook on the left.

“Who's there ?" he cried, in & sirange
Iy high voice, for the sonnd in that lonely
place had frightened him mdbe than the
panther’s scream.

A feeble cry for help was his only
answer; but it was enongh to reassure
him. Dropping his burden he hastened
forward, shouting encouragement as he '

{
|

|

g
i

ran

At the edge of the brook he stumbled
over something in the snow, and almost
plunged into the icy water before he re-
covered himself. The thing groaned;
and in an instant Uncle Silas was bend-
ing over it tenderly, ‘

“Who are you ?"" he asked,

“I'm Jim Hawkins,”
answer. “] was hunting and got lost.
At dusk —found road-—heard entamount
The form shivered and was silent.
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APPEARANUES AGAINAT NI

BY LAVINIA 8, GOODWIN.
“Hand over m ates — my pow
ahlon,” comm
Helen Burt, her rosy choeks reddening
to the deepest bue.

u don's skate till I do that)" it
won't be this Uhristmas day,” retar
the Jad with plenty of spirit likewise,

“My father will ses-to you. 11 tell
veacher,” threatened the girl, though be-
lloving that Mark at the worst meant to
‘ose the skaten a littls while and return
them. On the way from school the day
before Le had asked to borrow ber old

| pair, ana enc, in the pride of ber new

possessions, would only promise to “think
aboat 11"

Helen bad oame early to the frosen
river to practice, for on this holidsy after.
noon there was 10 be skating for a prise
of Soott's “Waverly” books—an affair
gotten up by Mr. Marsh, the ‘lmher.lm

Being asked whether M: show |
foar of skating nuld:’:‘n.m e
“Yes, indeed, the fuithfal, foolish fel.
low :'dm)n sniffing at "hh ice or
wal air-holes, like an Eakimo seal
bunter, as if thinking my purpose is w

“A sad mistake,” agreed her faiher.
“What do you propose to do about it?"
“If 1 apologize to him sud explain to
the rest, whatmore can I do, dear papa ?”
When Mark, at ven 10 join his

this made to his mother, the young heart
could scarcely contain its glad gratitude.

“l was t00 bumptions myself,
Helen,” d Mark

i in this health ”
who had spent much time ot of schogl
hoars instruoting bis bays and girls. It
occurred to Helen, before buckling on
ber skates, to run up to Mr. Whitman's,
the nearest house except her own, and

t Margie Whitman for company.
Engie had goue t6 the woods for ever-
greens, so Helen returned alone. In her

absenca Mark Hanlon had come uponf
the scene, dnd ber skates had disap- |
d,

are then the quarrel began
“I've & mind to set Maje on you,” de-
olared Major's youthful mistress, as the
dog came pacing down the snow path
from the direction of home. “I told him
to walch my skates, bévause I did not
want him o follow me. . You must bave
fooled him, or else papa or some one of
the family called him back sud you took
& mean advantage.’

The dumb cresture, hearing himself
talked aboat, showed i and

"
( ry will be o after telling
that the prise for speed was won by
Mark Hanlon,
As soon as_he could be heard for thie
hurrshing, Mr, Marsh made & litsle
speech, takiug occasion to commend his
opil's diligence and good bebavior,
hen Mr. Burt came forward, and, with
out alluding to the moring's Qlsturb.
ance, presented the winner of the race
with as fine’ a pair of skates as ever
lided over that ice-bound river.—

atchman.
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AY IMPORTANT CASE.
Detected In Selling » Plak Odlored Pill,

Which He Represented-to Be Dr, Wik
lams' Pink Pills—The Court Graots &

tried tb divert attention by barking at
nothing on the ice that glittered in the
winter sunshine, and making believe
chase n squirre! that bad left tracks in
the night.  Major was s dashing fellawp
the purchase of Mr. Burt the summer
previous, when the ramily were staying
al the seashore.

“What have you done with them nny
way?" once more demanded the owner
of ¥he missing skates. For ' answer,
Mark, who had been oadting searching
‘ooks among the shrubbery of the river
bank, pocketed his hands defiantly and
struck out for the road.

In & few minates Margie Whitman,
smart in greenery decoration, came
panting. to the spot and learned what
had happened. Mr. Marsh, arriving to
inspect the condition of ‘the ice, heard
from the excited girls the story, which
was hgain repeated 10 & bevy of their
schoolmates who hnd scented the mas.

:ler’s footateps and followed

There was solid indignation in sympa
thy for Helen, none taking up on the
side of Mark, who it was assumed had
hurried away rather than face inquiry

| Mr. Marsh, howe: er, fely deeply grieved

over the case of his quiet, small pupil

who always came with recitations well |

prepared, and sincerely hoped the boy

| would be cleared of the blame that at-

tached to him. He sent the children to
thejr homes with an earnest appesl not
to spread an evil report, especially on

! this day fn memery of “good will 0

men," but 1o wait for a possible solution
of the mysiery by the timeof coming
together in the aiternoon.

le then started for the Widow Han
lon’s planning as he walked how Lo inter
view her son without giving the guod
motnér & shock,

“I'm afraid it isn't Merry Christmas
with you, my boy, thoughI wish it,”
was the kind salutation,

“Wish you a Merry Christmas, Mr.
Marsh,” murmured Mark.

“Chank you. I would like you to go
along with me and be fitted to skates for
use this afternoon.”

‘I hnve made up my mind not to go
down,”

“But I should be extremely unwilling
to leave you out of the contest. Mo
mewber of the club bas made more
rapid progress, in spite of the fact,
among other drawbacks, balf your even-
ings have been employed in carrying out
parcels from Mr. Burt's store.” Coming
now to the point, he put the question,
“What is it about Helen's skates.” -

“1 ve no idea.”

“Helen tella me,” pursued the teacher,
‘that you did not positively deny her
oh

What was the good of disputing with
an ankry girl who flashes up in » second
and acouses u follow as o thief 1" replied
the bay
Whai, then, did beocome of them !
Can't sy | suspected at the

| me that Helon was mistaken about the
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Irjunction . Him
From Oftertng an Imitation of This Great
Mudicine—$.me Facts the Public Will Do
Well to Bear In Mind,

In fhe High Court of Justice yesterday
moining, before Mr. Justios Meredith, the
caso of Fulford v Mcuahey was heard It
coasisied of & motion for an injunction .
straln Fred McGahoy from seilig & plil
wnich he elafwed o be Dr. Willlams' Pink
Pills tor F'ale People L
| appeared for ths plaintifm
Ld-lendaat had
{'about Vietaria ©
Dr William.’ geu . It was im-
possible, however, ou the face of It, that they
old be genulne,'as ho sold tuem greauly be
low what they cost at wholesale prics. The
de end: given consent. r. Armi
sal

our
y the motion should be changed to one
| for judgement against bim. No defonce was
offered, apd his Lordship gave an order for
Judgeme ot restraining MeGabey (rm eon-
iinulng to vend the_article as Dr. Willlams'
! Pluk Pllis for Pule Poople.

The above paragraph, taken from the

legal columns of the Toranto Globe of .

| the 15th inst , contains & warning which
every person in Canada in need of a
medicine will do well to heed, and sho #s
the care and pains that Dr. Williams
Medicine Company takes w protect the
public trom imposition, and to preserve

the rep®ation of their famous Pink:

| Pills.
I It is only & medicine that possesses
more than usoal merit that is worth imi-

i Ordinary medicines are not sub-
| ject to that kind of trestment, as there
{18 not sufficient demand for such medi-
cine worth while.

Dr Williams' Pink Pills for Pale Peo-
| ple have achieved a'reputation for ster-
! Kng merit unparalieled in the history of

medical science. In every part of the
Dominion the remarkable cures wrought
| by the use of this great medicine have
given it & name and a fame which has
made the sale of Pink Pills simply won.
dertul

It is becanse of this great merit, and
the consequent enormous demand for
the medicine, that it is being imitated by
unserupulous persons in various parts of
the country. The imitation is cheap,
ususlly worthloss, and is only pushed be
Giuse the imitator can make much more
money by its sale than hw can by the
sale of the gennlne Pink Pills. Hence
the pains héakes to sell the imitation,

The Dr, Williams” Medicine Company
annually spends thousands of dollars en-
deavoring to fmpress upon the public
that the genuine Pink Pills can.only be
purchased in one form—namely in pack-
ages énclosed in & wrapper (or label),
which bears the full trade mask, “Dr.
Williams' Pink Pills for Pale People.”
No one can buy them in any other form,
not even if they offered many times their
weight in gold for them. And yet in
the face of these oontinuous warnings
there are people 'confiding enough to
permit sume unseruplous dealer to con-
vince them that be oan supply them
with the genuine Pink Pills in loose
forin by the dogen or handred, or ounce,
or in some other kind of a box, Any
one who pretends to be able to do this is

telling an antroth. Bear this in mind
| and refuse all pills that do oot bear the
full trade mark; 8o matier I they are
colored pink, wnd no matier what the
| desler says
‘ Ploass bear in mind also that the for-
{muls trom which Dr Willinos' Plnk

Pills s compounded is a svcret known
| omt W the company, sod any one who
| olaime he oan u’pl{ ou with some
| other pill “Just ae f " e guilty of mis-
| reprosentation, for he doss ot know the
t Ingredisnis of the genuine Plak Pills and
| s oinly brylng w
| beesusi he makes

wale ‘
| T Dr, Willilaes' Medioine Compang
s dorermined 0 spare 5o expenss in

Dykeman
Bt. George, New Brunswick.

After Ee Grip

No Strength, No Ambition
Hood's Sarsapariila
Hoal
The following letter Is from a well-knows
merchant tallor of Bt. George, N. B
*C. L Hood & Co., Loweil, Mass
* Gentlemen 1 am giad 1o say that Hood's
Wnd Hood's Pills have done me &

great deal of good. | had & severs attack of
the grip In the winler, snd after getting over the

Cave Perfect

_ﬁl___oo_c_!:s'ﬁ'(:ufe“;

polson and poar blood.
always keep Hood's Rersaparilia in my bouse
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Mancheiter, Robertson & Allison,

27 and 29 King Street,
ST. JOHN,N. B
DRY GOODS, IILEIIIL
CARPETS, ROUAK FURNISMINGS,
CLOTHS AND TAILOR'S TRIMMINGA,
WHOLESALR AND RLYAIL
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Omnipathy.

protecting, boh e public and them- O tod and practioed by De, © 4.
| .»n-, agninal rm:'-lm fmi Ur‘m‘aln“h:;, L, bz 1848, for
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