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WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN.

We do not know the extent of
-¢he ochanges that would have taken
place in the conduct of the pub-
lic affairs 1f the late shortlived government
had not been voted out of office by the
Blalc conspiracy, before the administration
had commenced legislative business of any
sort, The government were defeated on the
address, so that the speech from the throne
is the only official source of information as
to the intention of that government. The
speech contalned the following programme,
as the proposed business for the session of
1883 :—

A bill relating to riparian rights.

A bill relating to grammar schools and to
facilitate the building of school houses.

A bill relating to the office of private sec-
retary of the lientenant governor, and the
expenses connected with the maintenance of
government house,

The programme of the buslness of the
gession contained the following clause :

The subject of amending the constitution of
the province by vetting the powers of legisla.
tion in one legislative chamber, subject,
nevertheless, to the rights of the erown and
such provisions as will be in the interests of
the people will be submitted for consideration.

The facts are: that had the government
‘been sustalned by the vote on the address
the fishery bill, which the Blair government
borrowed and now claim credi$ for, womnid
‘bave been brought in durlng the first
session. The salary of the governor’s sec-
retary would have been discontinued, which
measure also Mr, Blair borrowed. The
maintenance of government house, which is
still a charge on the province, would have
ceased, and declded action would have been
taken in regard to the legislative comncil.
All this refers to the programme for the year
1883. Moreover, the speech announced
that the government had taken steps to
relieve the local authorities of the expense
of maintaining short term prisoners in the
commoa jails, which cost it was clalmed
sught by the terms of Confederation to be
borne by the Dominlon. Nothing has been
done in this direction during the past three
.years, 80 that the province stands in a less
advanced positicn today thaa it would have
gtood a$ the end of the sesslon of 1885 had
the Blair succession not taken place, The

.sessions of 1884, 1885, and 1886 would no

-donbt have been characterized by further
legislation in the direction of that proposed
in 1883.

The only two measures which Mr, Blair
and bis government boasts were stolen from
the preceding government’sprogramme for the
fratsession. Meanwhile mostof the measures
promised in the speech for 1883 are awaiting
the advent to power of a government which
will manage affairs in the interest of the peo-
ple at large and not in the imterest of one
law firm, and its journalistic and legialative
.Supporters,

INDIANTOWN AND THE RIVER.

The sun shone very kindly on the church
apirea of Saint Jobn yesterday, on the roofs
of its public buildings; on the undisturbed
ruins of the fire of 1877, and on the graves
in the old Burylng Ground.

And in Portland it smiled on the spire of

/8%, Luke’s, on the fields that stretch away

‘toward Millidgeville, on the river and on the

~recky hills beyond.

Aud the little children that danced along

“the streets smlled back at the san, seeming

%o enjoy its genlal glow with the blessed
heartinesa which {s  the speclal privilege of
childhood and youth,

At Indiantown there were the appear-

+auces of activity usual at this season, Hotel

: Liorne was prepariog for the reception of its

-summer guests; Nase & Son were getting

ready for the up-river trade; J. Horncastle

& Co. were thoroughly active; Dr, McLean

was preparing for removal fo the beautiful
atore that he 18 fittlng up oppoeite Hotel
Lorne, v .

Alex, Patterson will take the store vacated

<by Dr, McLean; C. W, Higgios & Son are
- enlarging thelr fralt store; Gorham, the
«$ailor, ls moving one door farther up Bridge

«atreet; Dennis Lynch, the old ferryman, is
fitting up a 'grocery store in Henneberry’s
building, and M. D, Austin has his spacious
establishment literally turned inside ont,
with a view to get regulated before *‘the
-opening of the river.”
The steamer Fawn has been rechristened,
-and is now known as the Acadia, Under the
superintendence of her chief engineer, W, J,
Barton, great improvements have been made
in her engines, boiler and other machinery;
she will undoubtedly be the fastest boat on
the river, next to the David Weston, She
has several new staterooms, and all her in-
terlor arrangements have been modernised.
A% s expected that with G. L. Easterbrooks,
.master, agnd W, E, Carvell, steward, she
-will be the first of the Union Line fleet to
.gall for Fredericton., The Star looks more
than ususlly loviting in her mew garb of
spalnt, and like the Acadia, has undergone a
‘thorough overhauling in every part. Leander
Essterbrooks, who commanded her last sum-
mer, will be in charge—the cusine continu.-
ing uander the control of Mr. Humphrey.
‘The Soulanges has been in the hands of the
smechanics ever since the clese of navi-
gation, and is ready for her route to
Cole’s Island the moment the ice
leaves the river. Capt. Porter has spared
‘no paine to make her one of the most com.
:fortable steamers salling from Indiantown.
“The Bellisle has been greatly improved since
last season; she has comfortable and well
farnished ssloons,and will, no doubt, be a fa.
worite with parties deriring o makeshort trips
1ato the country durln%:::: summer months,
The Msy Queen: has put in excellent
oondition and should be the reciplent of a
f:’d tronage; her route through the Grand
ke is one’ of the most picturesque in Am.
«rion, The Clifton, for Kennebecossis bay
and river, will be ready for her route as
-soon as mavigation opens; 1t Is understood
-she will supply ampls accommodation for.
;passengers through nfn mos$ del ul sec-
tion of the province, The David °
hag not been neglected, but it Is not likely
*¢his, the moat elegant and y boat on
-gur inland waters, will be put in service tor
.aome weeks to come,
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From DALy £uN, April 20.

NOMTHATION DAY,

Speeches by Messrs.Rourks, Chasley,
Connor and Qaigley.

THE OPPOSITION'S CASE CLEARLY
STATED,

Facts for the Electors to .Act
Upon.

[A couple of annoying typographical errors
crept into otir report of Mr, McLeod’s speech
at the hustings. The omission of the word
“nol” made him agree with Mr, E lig’s views
touching school mattere.

Mr. McLeod put Mr, Pugsley’s claim, repu.
diated by thelate government, at $600 or $700;
not at $6,000 or $7,000 as the types had it.

By the report of Mr. Quigley’s speech, given
this morniag, it will be seen that he referred to
Mr.Stockton’s record and nct to Mr, Rit:hie’s,
as our yesterday’s iseus had it.]

JAMES ROURKE,

who was loudly cheered, spoke as follows :—
Coming before you at so late an hour it will be
imposeible for me to make any very lesgthy
remarks, I may, as some of the gentlemen
who have preceded me, go back to 1878, and
say that on that occasion I appeared before
you asking for your euffrages for the first time
—with what result you al well know. I at
that time ran a race with other candidates,

but I was not attached to any party. In 1882
I agsain ran an election in the city and county
of 8t. John. I was at that time a supporter of
the government, and I ran on a ticket with
five others on that siae, and we were defeated.
Today I come before you asking you to elect
me, in connection with the five others running
in opposition to the present government, and
this I think you will do on the 26:h, (Cries of
‘“no!” ‘‘yes!”) Gentlemen. none of you
will say ‘“‘no’ on the 26:h, (Applause.)
I believe that I and my colleagues are going to
Tredericton as your representatives, (Cheers,)
I am not going t»> find fault with the govern-
ment for what they have done, but I ask your
votes on the ground that the government
have not carried out the pledges they made in
1882, They told you that year that they
would bring in a measure for the abolition of
the legislative council. This our representa-
tives today say they have been unfble to do,
on account of constitutional difficulties stand.
ing in the way. What I say is, the govern-
ment should have at least attempted to do eo,
and it is clear to every one that they have not.
It has already been stated here that they never
presented a bill before the house for that pur-
pose. What have they done towards the abo-
lition of that body ? Why, they have filled the
vacant seats of the upper house, which is cer-
tainly a queer way of doing away with that
body. (Applause.) In filling these seats the
government have strengthened all those par-
ties in the council they now so much complain
of. It has been said here today that I am one
of six gentlemen who have a godfather in
Hon, Thomas R. Jones, In answer to that I
might say that there are gome other gentlemen
here who had no godfather, but does that

ipjare them any? Not having prepared

any notes or accounts like the gentlemen
who precesded me, I will not be able like some
of them did, to prove that black is white, and
white is black, stiil I tell you that if you, the
electors, on the 26th day of April, favor me
and my colleagues with a sufficient number of
votes to returnus &s your representatives- to
Fredericton, I promize that I will

SUPPOBT NO GOVERNMENT

that will not bring in & measure to abolish the
legislative council, (Cheers.) I go further
and say that the representation in the house of
assembly is too great and should be reduced. I

.also say that the expense in connection with

keeping up government house is too great and
shou!d not be borne by this proviace.

There is one matter Mr, Stockton brought
up, to which I will refer.. That matter is toe
Highway act, and it bears directly on the peo-
ple themaselves, ‘This act which was passed by
this go-called economical government, provides
that the electors in a dietrict may assess them-
selves for the purpose of supporting their roads
anad bridges, and by go doing they sweep away
&1l your past privileges in that respect. Thete
roads and bridges have always been maint ained
by the public treasury, but by this act this
may all be done away with, 1 believe it isnct
in vhe true interests of tnis proviuce that such
an act should pass. (Applause.) It has been
said that the government have made a saving
in the grant %o the school teachers. This I
think is not a proper matter to economizs
upon, a8 every man who is desirous of seeing
this country prosper must believe that every
dollar judiciously spent on eur school institu-
tions is money spent in a right direction, and
therefore when the government claim that they
have saved money by taking the grants from
the school teachers they have not only hurt our
school institutions, but impose & direet tax on
the electors. In eo doing I hold they are in.
terfering with a service they ought not to in-
tarfere with, because it is one upon which to a
great extent our future deperds.

It has been said in the County of St. John
that unfair canvasses have been made against
the government candidates, I wiil say I have
not heard or seen any unfair canvasses being
uted, and so far as that applies to meitis
false, I ask my friends to vote the oppositicn
ticket as formed. Do not cast any plumpers
for Rourke, as he does not wish to be elected
in that manner, (Cheers.) Do mnot cast your
ballot with one single name on it, but deposit
your batlots for Gilbert, (h.esley, Connor, and
Rourke, (Apgplause)

The Globe afew days ago said I did not
know what ticket I was running on and had
mentioned the name of Kelly in counnectivn
with our ticket. All I can say oa that point
is, if the candidates of the government party
know on what ticket or platform they are run-
ning it bothers me. (Loud applause.) In dif.
ferent parts of the county they say it is Liberal
against Conservative, but here in this court
house they would make it appear that they are

on their own account.

I know you must feel tired after listening so
patiently to the addresses of the gentlemen
who have preceded me, so I shall close by ask-
ing you to go to the polls on the 26:h of thia
month and there cast your ballois in favor of
the ticket as formed ia opposition to the pre.
sent administration. (Loud cheers.)

JOHN A, CHESLEY,

who was heartily received, said :

As you are sll aware, on next Mondsy you
will be called upon to elect two men from the
city of 8t. John and four from the couanty of
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on that lot,”

8.k

fag some small canvasses which have hgen
made sgainat him, (Applanse). We all ex.
pect suca canvasses to be made agaivst us at a
tine of election, and we expect a'l sorts of
c.iticisms to be passed upon us during the time
of running an ¢laction. I must say, that the
old themy which says that experience in par-
Jisment tends to harden a man, seems to have
proved to be not true in the Provincial Secre-
t rys case, for he seems to have grown thin
skinned. (Laughter), We all listened to his
defence of the present government and we all
heard the statements he made concerning the
late government. We all know that he (Mc-
Lellsn) supported the Fraser government and
we all tsought it very strange for him to run
down the act3 of that government, Mr, Stock.
ton has referred to the late government as the
118t rose of summer, but I will say that while
statements may be made concerning the acts
of this or any government, still nobody ac-
cuses them or any other company of men with
wilfal wrong doing. They may be mistaken
ia their judgment when conducting the putlic
business, but I am prepared to say that nobody
caarges this government with criminal wrong
doing. 1 say, though, that the provincial
secretary ought not to have dea't with such
small mattars as he did, and ha went out of
hisway t) do so. He, being a public man,
must expect criticism to be passed upon his
acts, and, epeaking for myeelf, I must say I
have been fully as much critic'zed by the Globe
for my actions as alderman in rhe city of Port-
land 28 bas the provincial secritary in all his
career, Mr. Ellis has severely criticized me
at times, and perhaps these criticisms have
done me good.

Mr, Kilis—No doubt of it.

Mr, Chesley—But I must say we ars mnot
here to desl with anything the late govern.
ment have done, but to littan o the
account of the gentlemen to whom this
copstitnencw entrusted their public business
for the past four years. We came here to listen
to their defsnce of their actions and in that
connection I say I am prepared to discuss their
record. Oatside of that we have ncthing to
do. We have nothing whatever to do with
the acts of the old government, I am a new
msan on the scene, therefore it cannot be ex-
pected that I should be held accountable for
anything the old government did in the past or
for anything they had left undone. I will now
take up the record of the leader of the present
government while in opposition,

, IN THE SESSION

of 1881 the present attorney general introduced
a resolaticn before the housefof assembly and I
will now proceed to talk of that resolution,
M:r. Blair is a gentleman for whom I have a
great deal of admiration and with the resolu-
tion he introduced into the legislature at that
time I was in entire rympathy, becauze I be-
lieved it was in the interest cf this province,
I will read it here:

““Resolved, That large measures of reform are
urgently called for in the public interest, which
reform should embrace the abolition of the
legislative council; a reduction in the number
of the members in the executive, the discon-
tinuance, after the term of office of the present
governor, ¢f the payment of the salary of a pri-
vate secretary of the licutenant governor, and
the msaintenance at the at the public expense of
the government hcuse as an official reszidence;
the adoption of & more practical and economical
mansgement in educasional matters, and the
making of such changes in the governmental,
legislative and departmentsl machinery of the
province as wi!l insure a practical reduction in
the cost thereof.”

That resolution had my entire sympathy at
the t'me it was introduced into the houss of
assembly, and I believe that under sll the cic-
cumstances it should have been put in force.
I further say that it was largely, if not alto-
gether, cn that platform that the present local
goverement reached power.

A voice—Thav’s 8o, every time.

You all know that up to 1882 thera was
throuzhout the length and breadth of the
province a strong feeling thet up to that time
the public business had not been managed in
the interests of the province at large, and it
was the desire of all that we should bave a
change, That being so, when Mr, Blair in.
troduced bis reform resolution into the legis-
lature I felt that we had got one msn on the
floors of the houss of assembly who was willing
t> grip and who would so legislate upon and
deal with the abuaes which existed, and so try
to regulate the expemses in a manuer that
wonld eventuaily be in the iz tsres.s of all con.
cerped,. Now, what has been done in this di-
rection ? Mr. Blair reached power and was
able to form a government, but I ssk you whet
he as attorcey general and leader of the gov-
ernment of New Brunswick done towards
the abolition of the legislative couacil ?
He has neither done nor att:mpted anything.
With the exception of a bill which was brougkt
before the legislature by Mr. Eilie, at last ses.
sion, no steps have been taken in the matter.
Let me say here that if I had besn in the legis-
lature at the time Mr. Eilis introduced his
bill to abolish the legislative council, he would
have had my support, a8 I belisve tiat with
confederation the usefulaess of that body pass-
ed away. (Cheers,) Whatever usefulness
there may have been in thet body before, on
the day that the provinces were confederated
the necessity for the' existence of a sscond
chamber ceased altogether., The Dominion
parliament deals with the tariff, bankruptcy
and criminal laws,currency and all other need-
ful legislation of that kind in New Brunswick
which previously had been done by the legis-
Iatare of this province, Up to that time it may
have been an important factor in thelegisiative.
machinery of this province, but.after Confed-
eration was carried I amof opinion that thecon-
dition of the province of New Brunswick wag
largely reduced to that of a municipality. The
legiziature of this province then became-a body
simply 1eceiving a certasin sum of money and
disbursing it through the province
for the building c¢f roads and bridges,
for educational eervicee and  other
local businese. Therefore, I thisk that how-
ever useful the legislative council had been
to the province previoualy, it passed away
when the provinces were confederated, and in
this respect I quite egree with Mr. Eilis,
Now, in regard to the sbolition of the legis.
1ative council, Mr, Blairi 1881 made a strong
and elcquent speech for its abolitions when ad.
vo&ating the platform of his reaolution. He
said :

¢“With former governments it was a notori.
ous fact that members were sitting on the
floors of the house who had accepted seats in
the council.”

I ask, is it not also a ‘“*notorions fact” that

since Mr. Blair got into power the same thing.

has been dome? (Cheers.) It is not. And
this, notwithstanding the resclation of 1881,
In that year .

MR, BLAIR ALSO SAID:

“The council should be asked to assent to
such legislation as will dispense with them. ’

That is the statement he made in 1881 when
he was leader of the opposition. Mr, Blair was
right then, but Me. Blair as leader of the op-
position, and Mr, Blair as attorney general and
leader of the government are entirely two dif.
ferent men.  (Cheers.) . I may further asy that
wten in the last session of the legislature a
resolution embodying very nearly the same
idess as his resolution of 1881, was brought
into the house by a member of the opposition,
Mcr, Blair declared it to be » dead issue. Now
I ack, if it is a reform, how can it become a
dead issu:? Reforms never die. (Applause.)
Teey may be postponed orset aside for a time,
bus if Mr. Blair's resolution in 1881 wasa
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rived. All the government have done to re-
dace the expenses in connection with the main.
tenance of goyernment house as an officiel resi.
dence is the doing away with the salary of the
governor’s private secretary. Since they have
come into power they have spent large sums
of money upon government house. What
has been done towards the reduction of the ex.
penses intheeducational department ? Nothing
but a reduction in the teachers’ salarier, Then
inregard tothe departmental machinery they
hava reduced the salaries of four members
of the government, Oane of the two most im-
portart constituencies in the province are those
‘of the city and the city and county of 8t. Jobn,
and that being so I appeal to you, the electors,
t» shake off the domination of York! Shake
<ff the ruls of Andrew G. Blair, a man who is
for York, first, last, and all the time ! We in
the city of St, John could only get a small
subeidy for a steamer to cross the bay, while
York could get a large sum for the Freaericton
bridge. The present government is simply a
one man government, Ia it the will of Andrew
G. Blair is supreme. York wants everything.
They have the government buildings, Normal
echool, and most all the putlic works there,
and so there is nothing left for S¢. John.

Quigley—And they want the stock farm
there too ! .

Chesley—Yes they do. They wanted the
stock farm, and nothing but Providencs step-
ped ia to interfere, or elee it would have gone
there. (Cheers.)

I am ruoning on a ticket of four men
who are appealing to you for your votesin
oppoeition to the pelicy of the presert govern.
ment. We do not want any eplit votes, but
we wart you to vote tne whole ticket, Let
the government of the country stand or fall
by their record of the past four years,
1f you believa that your representatives and
the government have carried out their promises
made in 1882 then return them to power, but
if you do not, tell them that they shall no
longer enjoy the confidence of this constituency.

MR. CONNOR,

who was received with prolonged cheering,
said :—
In appearing here this evening to l1ay before

you my ideas upen the political management of
this province during the last four years, I
crave your indulgence. Not having rhe ad.
vantage cf a parliamentary education like soiz:e

- (Lioud cheers )

[ of the gentlemen who have preceded me, it

cannot be expected that the same beauty of
language, diction and rhetoric, will charac.
terize wy utterances, nor thst the same beau.
tiful figures of speech shall adorn my ideas as
those to which you have listened for the past
few hours. (Applause.) In discussing the
matters which I ehall bring before you, I will
endeavor to make my ideas as plain as possible
to you. I am here advocating the cause of re-
form and truth. (Cheers.

I feel that in appearing before the consti-
tuency of the city and couanty of St. John, I
can claim their kind indulgence and careful
consideration of what I have to say for a few
momente, and I will endeavor to be as brief as
possible. I shall do so because the amount of
speech-makiog you have listened to today has
been so great thst your patience mu:t be nearly
exhausted, and thatin the face of that fact
you cannot feel like listening for any great
length of time to an amateur like myself.

I will first ask you to fcllow me while I con-
sider the platform of the leader of tha present
govercmsar t which ke enunciated in 1881. This
resolution or plstform has been spoken of by
Mr, Chesley, but in order to refresh your
memory, I will cit) it sgain. The resclution
was moved in amendment to the address to
the Governor, and in it Mr, Biair states :

‘ Whereas, It i3 necessary that every class
of expenditare capable of redution, having due
regard to uhe efficency of the public service,
should be reduced, and that such constitu-
tional and other changes, =8 eur altired
circumstancas since the wunion may de-
mand, and which would tend towards
diminishing the expense of legislation and ad-
ministration should be adopted; and

“‘Whereas a more practical management of
educationsl affairs than that which at present
prevails would be better adapted to the circum-
stances and reeds of the courtry; therefore

“Resclved, That in the opinion of the houss
large measures of reform are urgently called
for in the public interest,which reforms should
embrace the abolition of the legislative council;
a reduction in the number of the members of
the executive, the discontinuance after the
term of office of the present governor, of the
payment of a private secretary of the lieuten.
ant governor, and the maintenance at putlic
expense of government house as an official re-
sidence; the adoption of a more practical and
sccoomical management in educational matters
and the making of such changes in the goverr«
mental,legiclative,and departmental machinery
of the province as will insure a substantial re-
duction in the coat thereof.”’

Thst wasthe resolution that was moved by
Mce. Blair in 1881 and which was acceptied on the

floors of the houss of assemtly in 1882,and it was .

onthe strength of that resolution thatthe gentle-
men who have represented you for the past
four yesrs obtained a favorable verdict from
this constituency. In a speech delivered by
him « fow evenings ago in Portland, the pro-
vincial ecretary is reported in the Daily Tele-
graph of the following morning as having said
shat most of the reforms set out_by the attorn.
ney general had been carried into effect. Now
in reple to that statement I eay I have enum.
eratedthemand Iwill endeavor to show you bow
many of these reforms have been carried out.
Ta the first plsce, let me ask you if the aboli-
tion of the legislativa council has been carried
out? That is the first plank in Mr, Blair’s
platform of 1881, and, I ask, has it been carried
out? The answer will come unanimously from
every person assemabled in this court house, and
it will be **No.” (Cheers.) A negativeanswer
must be given. Has there been any sincere
attempt made on the part of the government
to abolish the legislative conncil? The answer
is sgain ‘' No,” for the only attempt of that
kind made by the government was one on the
last day of the seesion of 1883, abott ona hour
before parliament prorogued, and then it was
sent up stairs askiog the legislative council to
vote itself out of existence. Why, the act
bears upon its face the impress of deceit and
bypocrisy, because they knew there wae nct
then tims emough left for the council to
diecuss the hill, If they were esincere
in the adoption of the very first plank that
was embodied in the platform of 1831, why
did they not duriog the past four years make
an honest and sincere attempt to
give expression to their views, and
carry into effect the very first fundamental
principles of the platform upon which Mr,

“Blair and his colleagues appealed to the coun-

try in 18827

Now we come to the second part, which
is a redoction im the number of the
members of the executive, and I aszk
has it been carried ont ? Isit not well known
to everyone in this court house that Mr. Blair
and the gentlemen elected to support him from
this constituency and who have

HELD YOUR CONFIDENCE

during the past four years,all advocated at dif-
ferent timee, and in different places this plank?
Have they not said that they were in accord
with that resolution, but have they since they
were returned to the legislature ever given one
single solitary bit of ev ce, or adduced the
slightest teatimony of their siacerity to carcy
it cur? We find that in 1883 the old govern-
ment were voted out and shat Mr, Blair fol-

Cheers.
Wae find that the number of thoexecu(tinhlz

large today as when came irto power,

and there is no reason given us to believe that
they will reduce them. (Cbeers), Them there
is the third plank of: the platform °‘the dis-
cortinuance after the term of office of the
present Governor of the payment of the selary
of a private secretary of the Lientenant Gover-
nor and the maintenance at the public expence
of government house as an cfficial residence,”
Have they, I ask carried out that plank ? They
have given effect to the discontinuance of jhe
salary of the private secretary to the Governor,
but that was provided for in the last session of
the old administration. It was the intention
to carry this into effcct as can be easily deters
mined by the memorial of the oild govern-
ment. It therefore follows that the theory of
Andrew G, Blair has not been carried out in
this respect, except the solitary one affecting
the Governor’sprivatesecretary, Whatevidence
I ask has the government given that they
can administer the affairs of the country in a
more economicel manner than their predeces-
sors? Are we mnot at liberty to erquire into,
take into considersation and compare the man.
agement of the different departmerts during
the last four years and the former four years?
Of conrse we sre. Let me say here that in
dealing with this question I desire it to be
distinctly understood I am dealing with mea-
sures and issues brought forward by the present
administration, and during my criticism of
them nothing will escape from my lips of a
personal charactar, (Cheers.) I would say
here that rumors of u peculiar character have
been circalated concerning me, and I have
been reproached for having allowed myself to
come before the constituency ss a candidate,
I have been tcli that I should net have
accepted that nomination, In answer l¢t me
say that I have accepted a nomination to run
in concert with three other gentlemen with
whom I am proud to be associated. (Cheers,)
I am slio running in concert with two gentle-
men on the city opposition ticket for whom I
have the highest possible regard, (Cheers,)
Oae is the'Hon, Ezekiel McLecd, who as a
laader I em proud to follow— (cheers)—and the
other iz R. F. Quigley, and he is 5 zeatleman
whose candidature must favorably commend it-
relf t> the electorate of the ciiy of St. John,
(Cheers,) Bcth these gentlemen are running
together, shoulder to shoulder, and from bcth
the city and county I feel we will receive a
favorable verdict on the 26th, (Cheers) Not-
withstanding thestrength of the provincialsecre-
tary, the political gladiator Dz, Stockton, the
popularity of Mr, Qainton and the strength of
the solicitor gemeral, of which I am fally
cognizant, yet I feel that our ticket caonot be
eas'ly vanquished. I am of opinion that we
must succeed, as we are runcing such a race as
will result in the overthrow of the four present
representatives. (Cheers.) As a previous
speaker has spoken of the disposition of the
opposition ticket to break up, and each indi.
vidual would look out for himeelf, I would say
thst as far as these remarks concern our ticket
they do not apply. As they regard the Libersl
Conservative ticket of 1882 I would like, for
thepurpoee of refreshing your memory,to repsat
what I said at another meeting a few evenings
ago, that at that election two gertlemen who
were elected on the county ticket received a
minority of the total vote cast. In cther
words they have been sitting in the house of
assembly for t2e last four years by the suf.
ferance of this constituency. (Aprplause.) It
is true that the four gentlemen who were run-
ning on that ticket were thoroughly orgamizad.
Their friends rallied to their support and they
stood shoulder to shoulder, and so the four
were returned receiving an average majority
of abont 150 to 160, It is also true that the
otber ticket received a very respectable vote
and one of which any candidate might well be
proud, and one which shows that if the same
training and necessity of organmization had
been inculcated into the minds of their sup-
porters as was shown in the supporters
of the other ticket, two of the gentle.
men now on the opposition ticket would
have held seats for (ha last four years
as represertatives of this constituency.
Let me point ovt to cur friends the necessity
of sticking shoulier to shoulder, If they but
but do =o our ticket has the honest sympstby
and honest expression of the constituency in
our favor; it;is orly necessary in order to en-
sure success that our friends be united, and the
gentlemen who are opposed to us will probably
also be convinced of the fact when they find

that ticket which they now speak so sneering-

ly of is succeseful on the 26th, (Applause.)
They have been endeavoring to breed dismay

among our ranks, but they will not sacceed.

As far as I and my colleagues are concerned we
wish it distinctly understood that we seek no
terms or overtures from'any one. We will oon-
test the election shoulder to shoulder and we
will make such a strong ticketthatthe slection
willresultin taking the' presentincumbentsfrom
office, and our cupture of this constituency.

(Cheers.) The provincial secretary entered into
adefence of his conducttoday, and I regrethe is
not present here. I listened to him once dur-
ing the early part of a debate. I found him
pleading as a justification for certain expendi-
tures he made certain alleged extravagant ex-
penditures which were made by his predeces-
sors and be said that in many departments
that the extravagance was quite as great ss
under the present regime. Let me quote what
he said in the closing days of the session of
1881, just previous to {he last general election.

‘You will remember that the present provincial
sacretary supported the old administation from

the time he was first elec'ed and the homnse of
assembly was dissolved, still we find him com-

ing here today sand instituting com-

parisons and finding fault with that

government whom -he characterizes as
being an extravagart administration and
not worthy the support of this thinking
and impartial eleclorsta. He declares that
they weze very extravagant in many of the de-
pattments and he asserts most flatly that if
there should be a change of government
it would be bnt the old ‘government re-
juvenated irt> cffice, yet we find that in 1881
the provincial secretary declared ‘‘the
goverument had slways treated his county
fairly, and he feit §they were trying to admin-
ister the «ffairs of the country in a proper
way.” That speech was delivered in 1881, and
a few days before the apveal to the constitescy
of St. John, (Cheers.) Mr, Connor espoke
with much force and ended by appealing for all
to vote the full opposition ticket.

R. F. QUIGLEY,

the last speaker, was received with lound
cheers, He said:—

Itis my ictention to deal more with pria-
ciples than facts, because about facts men will
disagree, but on minciples few intelligert men
do or ever will disagres. “It has been urgsd as
a canvaes against me during this election that
““I bad jumped the fence,” that I was a liberal,
and an out and out committed 6ne, and that I
am today sppesling to the constituency of the
city and county of St. Jobn as a conservstive,
I eayitisalie, (Cheers.) I have no convis.
tions today that I have not inherited, and I
have no convictions ‘political, legal or ethical
through which I have not tunnelled by my own
personal and  individual act. I say that it
ia the same with every rule I have held
since I entered my intellectusl manhood.
The-last years of my cellege life were spent in
the city of Boston and I came to thiscityin
the year 1875, and I had not up to that time
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an out and out Liberal,'but by whom? It was
not my daty to go on the house tops to pro.
claim my views, for those who were beet ac.
quainted with me knew jwhat my principles
were. It wasno part of my daty to advocate
principles of free trade for this Canada of ours,
and I invariably refased to do so when asked
by my Liberal friends. Why? Because I
felt and said I will not undertake to advccate
for any party political principles with which
I am not in sympathy. (Loud cheere.) I
will not undertaks to advise my friends to ac-
oept a proposition on which my own mind is
not clear. I did not think much about poli.
tics and as I was busily engaged- at
my own law business I drifted sling
with my friends, but I hear appeal
to Dr, Stockton, who is an iotimate and
honored acquaintances of mine snd to other
friends, like I, Allan Jack, Dr. Travers, Dr.
Alward and others, whether I did not all
through and previous to the last election de.
clare that the Franchise bill; which was pass.
ed by Sir John A, Macdonald, was a benefi.
cent act, and one for which he deserved the
undying gratitude of every right thinking man
in Canada. (Cheers and hisses.) Go on with
your snake-like propensities, but I dare you te
come up to the front here and hiss, (Cheers.)
Yes, friends, I declared what I have said here
concerning the Franchise biil to cvery friend
with whom I had daily relatien. (Cheers.)
Up to a very recent period I had never taken
any prominent part in polities for I had at-
tended to my profession a3 best I counld.

When the question of the Franchise act was
being discussed by my friends of the Liberal
party, whenever I heard them denounce that
measurs, I tell you I was absolutsly disgusted
with them. All my friends know perfecily
well how I have often said to Dr, Alward that
I would not for my right hand go npon the
platform like you and denounce the franchise
law, for I consider it one of the greatest boons
that has ever been counferred npon our working
men. (Loud cheers ) Itis true thatitis bor-
rowed from that magnificent bill drawn
up by that greatest of all statesmen Gledetone,
to whom as an lrishman I say go on with the
valuable work you have began for Ireland and
then you can go to your grave in everlasting
eternal homor., (CUheers.) These principles
which I have given you are my personal opin.
ione, and 80 I do not think it is an honest or
manly thing to accuse me of turning when I
accepted this nomination from the Conserva.
tive party, All my intimate friends in the
city of St. John know all about my position
in these things, and if others choose to misun.
derstand me, I do not care. (Cheers.) How
is it thst I stand up here and ask you to
overthrow the local government, and not oaly
do so but throw them so far that they will never
be heard again? I 'will tell you.
At the election in 1882, I voted for the whole
five of the members who were elected from
this constituency, who are now ssking re-elec-
tion at your hands, so how does it come that I
now stand here having the honor of heing a
candidat? of the Conservative party ? For this
reason, When that local government went
into powerin 1883, and when tkese gentlemen
were elected from this constituency, they all
pledged themselves to two things. They may
seem sma!l things to complain about, but I dv
not ooneider them to be of small magnitade.
They solemnly pledged themselves to remove
the recordership from Dr. Tuck, and the Chief
of Police from Mr. Marshall. Dr. Tuck isa
man who has the courage of his prisciplas, so
he took the cffice in his hands and like
a man fought the battle of his party,
and tiok his chances. Itwes a perfectly legi-
timate thing for the local government to say
to Dr. Tuck when they got into powar that ha
had to go, but Dr. Tuck abselutely defied
them, and so did the chief of police. Thess
gentlemen every one of them who are now
seeking re-elaction were bound by the sign
and fiat of the party, and therefore as
completely as if they had personally
promised it, to ' turn these genilemen
out of office, and it was locked forward to
take place day after day, and they should
have taken Dr. Tuck by the throat and have
treated him as he desesrved, The local govern-
ment did not carry out their promises in this
respect, and what excuse do you think they
gave for not doing so? They raid that Gov-
ernor Wilmot would not sign the order to dis-
charge 'these men. Now, I ask is it not a
notorious fact that when men holding portfolics
go to the governor and ask him to do a
certain act he wi:l not deepiss them.

IN THIS CASE

although his legal advisers advised Governor
Wilmot to dismiss these two men he would not
tske their advice, and these magnificent gentle-
men swallowed this viclation of one of the
first principles of responsible government. They
were st liberty to advise him to do the act
and they &should have told Governor
Wilmot that he was bound to tske their ad-
vice, and if he did not choose to do so they
should have said we will resign our cffices and
go back to the peopls, (Cheers.) Thisis a
small matter, but what excuse did they make
for not deing their duty? Why, they said
“‘we could not go back to the peopls and ask
them to re-elect us on such a principle as thst.
If is be true that ‘‘eternal vigilance is the price
of liberty, ’ eternal] resistance should te kept
to that rule. We know that when Governor
Wilmot said I wiil not do such a thing, the
goveroment should have said to him we will
go back to the country. We all kpow that
wten John Hampden refused t> pay the tax
of one penny that it was but the beginning of
an agitation which resvlted in a victory
for a glorious principle, and so to-
day when priociples are assailed men
should take hold and fight ttem. Do you
think if they came back to the people upon
that well known principle of responsibie gov-
ernment that the restlt would not have been
simple ss was ths occasion a re-vlection for
them ? Of course it would, for they would have
shown they were in earnest and that they were
determined to carry out their pledges.
Thia is oneof the reasons why I am opposing
these gentlemen,

When I had the honor of being elected as
a'derman of Sydoey ward in the common coun-
cil a year ago, I was appointed from that body
a member of the municipal council, and the
very first question I was brought face to face
with there was the alms house scandal, the
discuseion on wbich had then been
going on for almost two years. As
the first meeting I attended the old
alms house commissioners asked for $14,000
more to run the alms house. I did not
know what had been going on between the
manicipality and the local government, so I
took issue with the alms honse commissioners
and asked what had they done.with the $10,-
000 deficit which these men said they had spent
but had not accounted for. 1 said we
will not give you any more money till you have
returned the (money you have Saken.
found as I went on that the city of St.John,
through its representatives ia the municipal
council, had more than once memoralized or
petitioned this charming and independent gov-
ernment toremove these alms house commis-
gioners from office, and no nctice had been
taken of their request by the government.

These men had eqnandered the people’s money °

bat the local governmext simply turned their
backs upon the council’s petitions and told
them theyicounld do nothing in the matter,and so
when the commissioners renewed their demand
for $14,000 I said I would look} into the law
ia the matter and see we: ars
legally  bound t> grant them this money.
Finding, as I thought we were mnot, I said
we will not do anytﬁlg of the kind
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