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during the present session— 4
-Hon. Mr.. WNO,,BO. o

the government

pla.ced npon this withheld letter, it pros Ilatlon had only one ‘member.
mised legislative action on the subjeet

[ lSlatu re In any event the omission waEss a grayle i

one, the junior mémber for quimalt | "

eg conclided, and“he hoped to hear from; hl‘z.xlese me, is th&Ethe haif
3 t re‘?’
(

Later in the day M.. Higgins. gaVe no- ! Mr. Green rose and gaid:

“In their |

said & “‘the late

Ko 4 71y e i

Kootmy to-the twe»awe had- nhend'y o
{Laughter.)

Mr. Eberts (pomtmﬁ:to Mz, (;‘!rqenb)——

Ak, ﬁgeak‘

I rise to ‘a question of  pliviege

(Loud Llug}lte: )

; luti | eny
All Day Discpssion. on Mr. Jos. | tice of the following gesolution: (Foud Inughter). L amst insist upon the

“Whereas on the 8th day of January !
last the following resolution was unan-
imously passed by-the Hause: ‘That s
respectful address be -presented to Hig
Honor the Lieut.-Gavernor, asking His

. Honor to cguseto, be laid. before .this
Some Amusing Passages at Arms | g ... copies of all .gorrespondence be-

ur- tween the govepoment .of British Ge-
Priwessiaie Mgl lumbia, or.any member thereof, and the
the Debate. government of -the; Dominion -of “Canadas

Martin's Oetebrated Redistri-
bution Resolution.

or ;any -member thereof; -also, all corres-
pendence . between . the .- government'of
British Columbia amd any persom..enpers
sons, mircers’ jor mine towners! uniens; |
relating. to the enforcement of .thé provi-
sions of section 4 of an aect: infituled,:
Inspection of -~ Metalliferous  Mines

“ictoria,”  Féb: 14thi+

Mr. Spéaker ook the chair-at-2.12:p
‘sn. . Erayers being . .read by Rev.. \\
Leslie Clay, petitions weére presen.tgd =
By Mr. Greew—~From eightyreg.den Amendment Aot, 1809" 37"
of Kaslo, asking for legisiation to as- |0 5 1
£ the Lord"s! And whereas on or’ abdut the 1st" ay
%};e me bet’te'r et e o of February a return which' purported ‘0
B’;* Mr Kether——From Jobn \IcDmvelI Be a full ‘and’ complete retirn of sald
A earpe;u,er fermerky emp,-o)ed‘ at i the: cm-respondence was ma before the

rom House; 5

govermnept PR ¢ bo “And whereas there Weﬁ: omitted fmm
Westem 'Delephone the 'said returp a letter ' which "Had “an’
In a report from the private bﬂls coin- important * “béaring oh ‘the controversy

mittee, it was recommended. thit the D& ' with ‘regard to-the enfércement of fhe |

tition for.-incorpbration, of the, Westetti ! qition’ 4 of “an act intitdled  the  ‘Ia-
“Telephone & Telegraph Co. be, not grait- | gnection' of ‘Metalliferous Mines “Atheénd-
ed, in consequence of the ‘rules %8 10 | ment Act, 1809, waid- letter being 8@~
_advc tising - ot hlmng been; com!ﬂieﬁf dressed to the “secretary of the Nelson |
with, o~ ‘District-Mining: Assoctdtion by “the

On motion that the report be. ;-ecewed iister of Mines, and veading as followfng
it was proposed:in amendment by Mr. (the-Yotter ‘beitig: here set forth): :
J. M. Martin that the petition-.be Te| iy oragore be it resolved that the wip-

ceived upon payment of double fees. :pression-of the lettef above quoted is a
Col. B“k&' hopetf ito Thiveli some ex- déliberate vislation' of “the . prerogatives |

planation from the private bills commit- o g, pp ) and an attempt to evade
te¢, which must have h’at? S reason ‘g promise to consider the eight-hour law
for the réjection of this bil., at the ‘présent - session,’ ‘and ‘that this

Mr. Green said the commattée had H .
; ouse hereby enisures and condemns the
found, that the standing o had o i government for their faildre: to'refer in

been complied with, and after, consider- - ;
the- speech 'from the thtene to'the éxist-
ntt:m ml& mmgndthiorggég i ,ing ‘condition ‘of affairs it "Kootenay, and
5 ):r b’l‘urger said tge House had fre-. for 'théir failure to mfm(zruce %egihsl‘atloﬁ
: to rectify the evils . undér ‘which ' bot
quently suspended genetjal rules o as-
sist -projects clearly in the public in- miners 'l‘nd ‘mine owIners labor
terest. | " . Beturns Ordered L
M A, w. Sn‘uth d;eo'ared t:he naglect On the motion of Mr, ‘Eberts a return
;’gf Hﬂe::g in atgra nnsg;i(;ai;d:n;;;n?:d was' ordered of - ull ‘correspondence, ten-
aklie in %
st the danger off aflowing all rules of
the House to be set at - mnaught. There
had never beem a petition presented to
sheyBritish: Columbialegislatnte—so far "0 oLl et i :
& : S H po6n ‘the motion of
ﬂ? Hedwas aglx:m' E- SRS Ok oot Col,” Baker a return of #1. correspond-
0};’: eSrpeq}:ker Stimlouneed that the rules ‘ence between John Listet‘v, of Nakusp,

O i nt ‘‘or ' departmental
dbate and the _governmen E . s
&nslgkgm:fpot: tshul‘zpin_eggg' 'E‘SI‘TESF . officers, in relation to 'theé purchase -of

The motion of Mr. J. M. Martin ‘was .one hundred and sixty acres of land on
finally Tuled ‘out of order, having being Kooskanas' Creek, B. C.
objected to. - P & Mr. Martin’s Motion, .
*“Then_we kmw “who abjects, asked On the clerk calling the-ofder ifor Mr.
M‘,"I LgePhx‘l.h]:ls Mr. Pool A Joseph Martin’s motion respectmg the
T do,” said Mr. Pooley - Minist
nounced as his reason th'at, he was not 1,:1{&“; :I;s:; d:
in favor of passing upon any measure m;y"-st;n‘:;,} e
he had had ‘opportunity to in-
:g:& Ariles st b ? Hon. Mr. Cotton—No, Mr. Spéaker, 1
Mr. Martin prom.xsed to. renew his mo- think this a matter that the hon. gen-
tion on the requisite two -days’ notice, tleman should go on with., In jastice
and the debate was accordingly adjowrn- to me it should not be allowed to btanq
ed by the Attorne)'{}enera'l for thréee I am helpless in that matter. As it
days. makes charges against me, AI think it is
Questxon *or Prlnlege proper for. him to bring it fm'“ ard with-

Mr. Munro, as a matter of privilege, out delay.
directed attention-to the fact that in the « Mr. Martin—I . would haye been quite,
Pwvmce new the whole of Mr. prépared to go on with Ithls matter .to-
Neill’s speech on’” é Goa® Mines Regu- day had it not been for the suggestion
lation -Amendment, Bill had been credit- of the government that the; redistribu-
#d fo him, He ‘would not be ‘ashamed tion matter would come, up, tq-das.. For
to own this speech;:but: he did not wish this reason I had supposed that it was
to take credit that dld not belong to the government’s wish that:/this should
hiny, 58 not come: up.

Refports Pretsented | Hon. Mr.- Semlin—L do not:see that

Reports fronx the printing and the that wouid. be any reason for  passing
miining convmittees iweere, presented, the. over this important resolution. We'have
former anmouncing certain returns and hardly yet ‘got to the regular " orders;
other documents as having been ordered’ when we get to them’' we will be able to
printed, and the datter containing the take up that other matter. -
recommendation that the quorum of the . Mr. Martin—If 1 had had any idea of
mining committee be reduced from min€ 4.4 kind 1 would have been prepared.
to seven. Both te were adopted. I am not now prepared 1f the govern-

The return asked for in a resoiution. ment persisted in going on with the mat-

:of the contract for  keeping  open the
sleigh road between Barkerville and Cot-
tonwood House, -and 4ll ‘contracts let

“T ask that ‘that ]

ders; etc.;-in.conmection with the letting' !

"of Mr. R. Smith,‘with respect to certain
communications from, W. J. Ledmgbam,
was_presented by the Premier, and Hon
Mr. ‘Cotton laid 8 ‘the table the annual
geport of the Chief Commmssxoner of
Langds and Worke) |

A Mlssm_g Letter.
Mr. Higgins, on a question of privilege,-

ter he should simply ask te drop the mo-
tion from the paper and put .t on' again.
“] cannot go on without any materml i

*he concluded.

Hon. Mr. Cotton—I thmk the hon. gen-
tleman can see that I was only making
a peasonable ‘request in asking that such
a matter as this should be brought on

_aof the 26th ultimo, stating that the’

#aid that ear’y in the wession he had g¢ the earliest possible moment. , But
faken exception to the entire absence in’ if the hon. gentleman says; he.is not pre-
the speech from' the tbrone of any re- pared -to go.on, I do not wish to put him
ference to the results attendant upon i, gny inepnvenience, and I;will ask that

. the operation of’the eight-hour law, and ¢ he is ready to go on to-morrow he will

had censured the government for not in- proceed then, and met give two days’

troducing some legislation on the sub- notice. I am not aware that the govern-,

ject, calculated to-termiinte th2existing p)one made any such arrangement as he

deadlock in the Slocan. A few days oters to, but I am willing to, let the

‘ater he had moved for a return of ail .. o na fona day.

correspondence in' this matter necessary The order was passed.over.

for the intelligent consideration of the 3 IR

eight-hour measure , and its results. ' Redistribution,

These returns had  finally reaghed the - Mr, Kelli¢ then resumed the adjourn-

House in printed form, and he bad since ¢d debate on Mr. Joseph Martin's redis-

_s8pgnt some “time in poring over them in tribution motion of want of confidence,

order to gain a clear idea of tlie situa- He said: "‘Yesterday the hon. mover

tior. It had since’ he had beén thus 1nsmuated that I had been ‘put up™ to

engaged come to his: knowledge .that one ad;onrn the debate——

of the most important documents had ' ;. Mariin—I said I accepted Mr.

been omitted from the return. ‘The ab- oo Statement yesterday, and there

SRSt Gooenkat ‘was (8 Icier frogn the -y therefore no necesmty to bring that

Minister of Mines, and he had been giv- matter up again;

b what gurperted to -be" s ’tv-pe'wrltten Mr. Kellie remarked that if the House

SOUTRE Bt Wi adtreasd 1o ME T, wouid look at the report of the matter

J. Campbell of- Nelson on tite: Bth of .

3 in the Colonist it would be seen that

une; and signed by the M.mlster of

Mines, It read: the hon, gentleman had accepted it in
Victosia, B, <%, Fona Bth,_v 1899. one way and mpot in.another, He did not ;

‘know what great effort it took to move ;
Sir: 1 beg to ackmowledge your letter- 4, adjournment of, a. debate. It was

fiot the first time in that House that he |
had done so, and he hadfemade the mo-
tion: chiefly because he wanfed ti get
sone . figures to show that ‘the move to

«ouncil of the Nelson Board of Trade
wounld esteem it a favor if the govern-
ment woitdd inform them as to the rea-
::n.t:;ngtg;;r:%; h;gl;g httl;hl‘ler ﬁ]l;tv p};}cg brimg in a redistribution bill was a move
secondly, after the action of thart, Jaw in the right direction. "'Bat he confessed
SRl Been Ll in abevabee for 4 time.  that Mr, Martin was trying to make |
pltimately to decide upon its enforce. Political capital for an eiection’which he
ment. I have calied the attention of (Mr. Martin) expected to come in a very
the executive to these questions, ang Sbort time. If Mr. Martin had been
they bave decided that there is no ob- anxious to get a Tedistribution bill
4ect to be gmined by reopening this mat- Prought on, and -actuated only by a de-
+er for the present, as it will be gone in- sire for the good of the country, he would
40 thoroughly at the next sesgion DaVe approached the government pri-
:0f ‘the Legislative Assembly, when Vately and asked it-to introduce a mens-
more definite view as to th ure,
the act can be ascerMIHPdt eI :(gkl;;f i Mr, Martin—I asked it pnblxc.y in this
Your obedient servant, House h'tlt a dozen tlmes
(8gd.) J. FRED. HUME. i Mr.-helhe—Well: all right. In regard
Minmister of Mines. to - this redistribution, when the matter

7. 3. Cnmpbell, Bsq., Secretiry Nelson was brought forward in the House two

vears ago he had pointed out to the
g)gtrict Mining Association, Nelson, government that a district from which

one-third of the ordinary revenue came
“There could be but one interpretation :-—vl which had 30 per cent. of the popu-

hon. mémber :fer: Revelstoke tnkmg that
:b‘vck.\ He must’ eert@inly” put it m@n.
other’way. I won’t snhmlt to being call-
ed a half member.). . (Renewed merri-
i mendt, ) §

i Mr. Ixelhe——Well, Mr Speuker, I had
i not reached that haon. member really.yet,
but I, will take it back. (Lnughtgr) 1
am wdhng to.admit;.that he is.g{whole
memhe: What he.santed to .pojmt out
| was that .the goyernment cut mp. part
, of one:of the Yale gdivisions and part. of
his old district andcgmade it into a con-
.sht-u-encv but had refused -to give: any
'; increasé. ' The themtopposition had imade
| a hard:ufight and &t last the govetnment

‘hnd givén - this addbtional: member for

| the: Stocan: (Mr. Green).- He' addéd that
a  fair: redistribution’ bill, and was in
favoref it now, and he favored fhé gov-
ernment moving  in - ithat directionand
‘bringing in a bill. _ e could then have
an electmn and ﬁg‘ht the thing nut .on
its_merits, and let the best man win.’

Mr, Martin—Heaz, hear. That 1s the
tlung‘ Py

Mr,,[Kelhe—I do\ ,n.ot want aqyl ,favor
‘of any; Man. SRy Koyeroment, or: ANy per-
son. bt what we should-have isanother
redietnbntlon bill brought dotwn-on a fair
basis,  taking into, cpnsxdemtmn Jg the
ctreumstances ARy S ;

Hon. Mr. Semlm pomted out ﬂns wWas
. not the firat time bymny means that this
matter had Been digcussed in “this or
‘previons’ Houses. - Tt had comel up re-
peatedly and “had ‘Heen "well “discussed,
The members now sitting on the'kovern-
ment’ side had when in opposition! taiken
the ground that thé  redistribufion of
seats now in foreé’ had not based |

not qucceed in glvmz a fair repré%ent.x
tion ‘to ‘all parts 01’ the country.' The:
Premier went on” to refer to 5, idea
which once prevailed that the §stand
and Mainland should be treated seﬁarate-
ly in -regard to ‘this matter. He goneed-
ed 'that. earlier governments. had, -had
difficnlties. to meet in. dealing with . this
matter;. . The preseat conditionyaef .the
province.  was very different to ;ghat 't
was- in-the early .days, and thegigovera-
ment- had- in the arrangement ofrepre-
sentation a difficult matter to deal with:
They were no doubt quite willing ste give
the province a fdir system-o? redistribu
tion, but -those: governments: alwags had
to consider ‘the: needs of these who felt
that they would be-disturbed jf a fair
system of redistribution was passed in
the House, That *had always''Been a
difficulty and ' possibly would be so in
succeedmg measures of this kind

| The Premier gave reasons for! his be-
late government was not a4 fair éne and
went on to mete that Mr. Martifi in his
resolution had ‘made an 1mperati’ye de-

insisted that a redistribution measute
should be brought down before any other
business wag" conducted. That was a
demand which’ meant tha't no mjatter how |
pres¢ing  othe¥ matters might be, the’
House tust suspend those mattérs and’
keep them in suspension  until & redis-
tribution bill ‘was brought =~ dowd and
probably consummated. That he fonght
would be putting the House to''#l great
disadvantage., 'Members on the Zoveru-
ment side had always contended’ for a
fair system of redistribution. But such
a measure, ‘as hon. gentlemen @posztc-
knew, required time and careful, ‘congid-
eration. He thérefore moved in _amend-
ment to strike out all words after tha
first “whereas” and insert:

“The party whch supports the pmen’*

upon -a more vrepresentative system of
electoral representation;. and whereas
this House recognizes that since the ad:
vent to power of the present government,
circumstances and . administrative de-
mands made upon 4t have hitherto pre- :
vented action in this matter; therefore be :
it resolved that this House is of the opin- !
ion that the interests of the provihce re-
quire that a fair and equitable measur:
for the redistribution of electofhl] dis- |
tricts =~ shall be introduced ‘at an" early !
date dyring the present session.’”"

The government, Hon. Mr. Semlin con-
tinued, was just ag anxious for,;a fair
measure cf redistribution as the,move-
of the resolution was, but it did mot
think the business of the House should |
be suspended in the manner suggested in
order to consummate that matter. In
saying that, the government did mot re-
treat at all from the position that had !
always been taken by the members now -
on that side of the House.
always considered this a most impprtant
question. The member for Vaneouver
had said ip the preamble of his,fesolu-
tion that  “the government has an ex-
tremely  narrow miajority (if any) and
may at any time meet with defedt,”®al-
so that ‘“‘the party. which the present
government purports: to represent took
strong ground when'in opposition against
the present. unfair redistribution = of
seats,””  As: to that, 'the . circumstances
were certainly different in the .imouss,
but he was not aware. that they were in
the country. It he was right #in the
premisé they should just as wel have
been censured for not bringing in a re
. distr ribution bill last-year as for not
bringing one in this session. ;

“B.1t,” ‘went on the Premier, “‘%e ar:
prepared to bring in ‘Such a measdure at
a very early day (applause), and such
being the case I will beg to amend the
motion of the hon. member for Vanecou-
ver as I have indicated

Mr, Turner could. fully sympathize
with ‘the leader of the government in the
great  difficulty he had experienced in
reference to this smotion. He knew that
Wheﬂ Mr S "'
side of the Hopse'®e had very frequent-
ly suggested thaf a redistribution mens-
ure should be brought down, and it was
spoken of as if it'were a very easy con-
cern to bring in a fair redistribution
measure. But now he knew personally
from the leader of the government that
ke had found that it was a. much
more difficult thing to satisfy the coun-
try than he supposed or stated it was

he for one had always been 'in favor of |

upon 4 fair and equitable basis, f4ad did 1

{ lief that the last bill 1ntroduced”|5y the |

mand on thé” House—a ‘dematid’fhat he !
considered unfair when he (Mr, Mqrtln)

government has for.many years insisted i

They hai i

ysat on the opposition |

B
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Dposition. There wis perhibs a zl‘eat

j Bt 3 i4ddan of
Man all t
warYue that befﬁ!"e theTast e.écﬁdﬂ,“’
owing - to the -urgent pressyre . of mem-
:bersg ?f the opposite side-of the Housh
it was forced on the electors in differeny
parts of the country;,. Under the old
government every sectxon had  receivel
fair and impartial treatment and_thjs
was in reality what the people wanted.

them _whether they had one .or . two
representatxves, or w.hetber it .was the
member for Cariboo or from some othear

district who voted . to.give a road

their : interests .should bes. looked af-
| ter. - What they wanted first of all was
| good. government—protection for life.and
property,educational facilities, inteHigent:
measures to promote the.presperity.and .,
the development of .the epuntry. by every :
means;:within the.pevenue-of the coun
try. - “Representatian upon -the  basgjs :0f,
{ population was- not.the. one great thing

country, with a, congtantly. changlng Pop-..
‘ulation this was a-most- diffienlt matter. .
to aecormplxsh As for the resalution;and.
amendment, ° he.feould not; agree With;
.either. . There certamly was no preee-.
dent!id ‘any. legisiature for.a.government
vxrtu'xlly without a-majority-at all bring- |
‘ing in legislation’to/ change the tépresen-
tation of the ¢ountty;. such . thing

would not only he ﬁnheﬂrd of ‘but a e
grace. No rmpo #tant’ Iemslation wig
dared by the gov
‘reason’ that they
-on- anything of mé‘mént so e‘s'enly "ba

“anceédi were ‘the parties. Naturally, such

the - éountry, and ‘should be temninsted:,
;-as speédily as possible. But of nll méaz-
ures, a rédistribution measnre Was 'the
last that should be 6 ‘much. as. suggest-
ed by a government so situated.. .
Mr.-Munro. pomted out, that she. leader
of - the oppoesition had.- unconseiougly. |
voiced'a ‘great truth, He bad said: that
| the ‘agitation for redistribution had <comr.!

members of the then opposrtiou, and had

by them been" forced upon” t'he consud'er-=

ation” of the people. ' Even ‘Wit
mattered it “where the agxtatwn had
started, as it was evident the pedple had |
endorsed  the movement? = Mr. Turner
i said that it made no dltferenée how the |
! province was divided, so loiig s the vi-

tention.

| majority. Just such a state of, aﬁal
it was that bad made. it possible. ftp"

they in reality represented .but :an: ig:
'significant: minority. ‘This havmg been
the experience of the late government; it
was-natural that they should suppoi‘t
such’ unfair distribution.

one could not ‘and would not look fér a

fair and. just measure of redlstributx‘on'

; from_this government after the iMustra-

tion .of unfairness that had been afford..

''ed in the: matter of the cancellation .af;

{.the voters’ lists of Vietoria city. The:|

voters’ lists in .question had been can-
celled ~with: no-fair time allowante- in
{.which to>ecomplete a
names; this ‘work had been “taken’’fn

{hand by '‘the members of the oﬁi}osxtlon -

'xn Victorif' city, and as many names ‘4%

! possible had been secured, thho"t i‘ei
gard ‘at all to ‘the political vitwg of the’
It was useless’ tor e !

voters registered.
government of the day to deny hat :
was inflericed by feelings of sect:onahsm
The. House had seen measures Jbrougat
before it by the government that weege:|
pot in the public interest but in the mturv
est -of individuals—

Hon: Mr; Henderson, rising to a poiné
of order, said that he asked Mr. Speaker |
if the hcm gentleman was ‘entitled to
make ‘such'a statement as that? g:

“Wahy not"" ingaired Mr. Pooley. Whv
not Wwhen it's true?”

Hon, " Mr. ﬂuuieuon—-{t's mot true.

Mr. McPhillips contended that it was.
! He was glad to see that he had touched.
the govermment on the raw, and - he
maintained that he was entitled to-judge-
the govermment by past events, these-
past events all indicating that no meas-
ure of justice could be looked for from
i this' ‘government:;

Mr. Helgesen

¥i

thought it “would be::

icize the proposed. redistribution measure
s when it had” been laid before the mem- !
bers: ten to one.when that'time came
the jumior member for Vietoria would
be agreeably surpised, and would be .
rcrcet? to so-confess. . As for the goverpi
ment havmg 80 ;narrow a majority, the
{ hon. - introducer qf* the resolution was
himse'f largely to' blame for that-——

Mr. Jos. Martin—Hear, hear,

Mr. Helgesen—~If  he had not - with-
d¢rawn from this side the probability is
that we would have had a redistribution
bill before the House before fhis——

Mr. Jos. \Iart.\n—He.ar ‘hear. That’s
true.itoo. .

MY. ‘Helgesen cou.d not see ‘why- the
House: should be asked to drop all other
business in.order to get up a Jedistribu-
tion measure at short notice.” A redis-
tribution bill was a very difficult meas-
ure to frame. ¢

Mrt;-Jos. Martinr'—-Hear henr’ 7k

Mr.; Helgesen conxmued that such. a
measure must mnecessarily’ have’ mature
and thoughtful consideration. He would
like to see a good redistribution of
seats; he would also like to see the busi-
ness of the House go on. The present
did not seem to him to be the proper
time for a thorough redistribution. A
census would soon be held, and after
that ‘the subject could be attacked with
intelligent knowledge of the ‘facts, for
there wou!d be some basis of cons'dema-
tion as to population, distribution - of
wealth ete., which would be a substanti-
al fou'ldatlo-n to build @ipon intelligentiy.
Mr. Marttn, however, had -declared—ir
bhe might be permitted to use a vulgar
phrase—that for the purpose of defeating
the government he would go in “smooks™
with the opposition.

#ar ‘the opposition?”’ tepeated
member, “wha't does it

P
Yéﬁumnmg the consideration
e gnientitiént, held that Mr. Mar-
tin’s constitients had so changed in thelr
feeling = toward that gentleman, that
now that he was in opposition he repre-
gented about 400 less than nothing of a
majority of his constituents. No member
had- & right to cross the floor of the
chamber un’ess he went to his constitu-

at the time he {Mr. Semlin) was 4n op-

Y

ents, stated his reasons, and gave the

‘mainly—it did not .so much matter;tn '

or some other work for ‘them, What,
mainly concerned:the people was that

for the country,.especially;as in,a, new,

m%nt and alf hr t_'iie‘}

a condmon was .not.in ‘the interest -f i

il #Wire there-only five st the meetmg?"

men¢ed not-with the people, but with e | wbat was mieant by “body and breeches.”

rious districts got each their share of at-f
He contended that it made 1m§
difference to the people whether the gov-/,
ernment represented the minority or the !

the Turper party to hang to power, Whﬂea

"1 ‘made to build up Vancouver.
Mr. McPhu’hps announced that he fnr v:‘

registration : y¢"

; mwent will bring down with ‘veganrd to.re--

timé ‘enough for Mr, McPhillips to crit-"

.4 the House. . They could judge of the hon,

voters who had elected him an oppo'r-il

igomity ‘to show theif approval or duap-,

pm)val Any other course he rexarded as i

fle.
Mz...MePhillips here interrupted. He !
i wquk! Jike to have the hon. member for !
Revestoke explain the Teason for the |
uamretluxon of the voters’ lists of Vie-
toria, waie those of Vancouver were:
uptonched.

I. presume the govermment can.- ex-

plain,”. ;replied Mr. Kellie.
{ 14#Why: don’t they then?’ retorted Mr:.
Jos. Martin:- “they’ve ‘been challenged
toido sa hm.f a dozen times already this.
session.’ ;

#1 wﬂi tell the hon, gentleman I don't |
carey:; the govermment of British Colum- !
bia in- nt;y' pocket " was Mr. Kellie's re-
pti‘he thn:d member for Nancouver rte-

phied: ...

“Oh yes you do—every mdwuinal mem-

ber on that sxde does, and you a,lL knpw
r lt !

Mr. Prentice here mtel'posed* n (jn-es-‘
tioh of the meniber dor Reve.stohe. t)lﬂ'j
he unde-retaud that gent mah “fo- Sy
t}lat a member bad no wight’ to vbte
“dgainst the government without ﬁrst re-'
t\immg to his constituenty?" i

‘Mr, Kellie explained that he dh{ not
{'mean:’ just’ that. ‘What he meant, wusl
,tlmt no msenxher should™go” o,ve'r ;o‘ ‘tbev

l'gide be was ' elécted ‘to opﬂbse od'y:
-and " breeches’—as Mr. Martity had" $id’

—without ngxng the elactors an’ opj
'tumty of saying whether or' hot thej' S
pmved of ‘their :nepmst-ntlvé's colirse.”

““And” MY, Ke'lhe nildedg,' ¥ “fhink "
1ithére should be a’law tb ~that eﬁe&""
(Loud Taughter.) o el

““How often did you juinp the fenc‘e »
.mquu-ed Mr. ‘Brydon? 7 715 2
<M Kekie ‘dnswered’ that Te - jum'ped
| theé fence t& g6 Back-to his" constitwents’
Vand take their -sdvics,:  He called

\mideting “and there  wete onany fiwe men
iswhio ‘were in“faver’ of (his resigning:

‘adked Mr, Eberts, ;
|" “Mr. Kelie seplied- that it ‘was 8 ku‘ge
3 ‘and tepresenpdtive meeting.
-Then ' Mr, ~Turner:.: wanped to-. knmv

Mr. Kellie replied that.the body: cOuld
not &0 éecen't..y wthout the bre-eches
(Lau;ghter)

ii *Mr. - ‘Booth can’tmued the de‘bate T()s
adro'pt the' legislation.:evidently - favored
, by tthe -pepresentatives of Kootenay he
I held ~would - not ‘be fair. to the people. of
} the Coast-and Fraser, who had pawned.
‘the earnings. of gemerations 'to *assist in
‘the proving of Kootenay. 'Petty party.
politics seemred to be at the root of the.
‘present movement. = Anything for the
preservation of the government. The
‘whole point of the movement was shown
{in_the treatment ‘that had been meted
i font respectively to the Vietoria = and
l“Vancouver voters’ lists, the voters’ Tists
-iof Vietoria (an opposition. cxt\) havmg
“'been. destroyed, ‘while the “effort ' was

Mr. Macpberson thought that section-
:ia'ism had been evidenced ‘by the ‘other’
side. As for ‘the voters’ lists—he"said
that those of ‘Victoria had been eancel }
. ked because they had been in’ existencé’
ever since Victoria had an existence’
- ipractically, and had mever been ‘cancel-
i led before, whereas ‘the Vancouver list
iwas virtually' new—although he would
isay’ that if ‘he had had anything to do’
(iwith the matter all should have been;
iloancelled.  (Loud applause) The junior
imemvber for “Vietoria should not condemn
;;the redistribution measure that theggov-
lernment . woukd, hring.. down, before. ., he,
lhad had a chance to see it. Tt was un-
ifair that that member shouid say, thﬂt
} he would not.vote for the measure even .
if it was fair and just,
- Mr. McPhillips rose to a question of
privilege. What he said was, he had ng
,eonﬁde-nce in this government and that.
the measure to be brought down by it
would not be fair nor just nor equltable
| Mr. Macpherson—For those reasons he
{ wou'd not support the bill he says; that
amounts to the same thing. The hon.
tzenﬂemans explanation does not put
him jn‘smy better position. I -do not
’ knew what kind of measure ‘the govern-

distribution. “but ‘as far as I am con-
cerned 1 hod the same views in Tegard
to the redistribution that was passed hy
the late government that it was not fair.
. that it was not just and that it was not
. equiable, I hope that the measure that
is brought down to this House wili be
|.a measure based om justice. equity and
fairpess, and that every gentlamen on the
other side will be compelled to vote for
it because it is g0, not for one part of the
province but for all the electors of
British Colymbia, - I shall vote in sup- |
port. of ‘the amendment moved by the.
Hon. the Premier. (Government cheers,) | ,
Mr. Neill hoped the. House would take !
cognisance of the statement made by Mr, |
McPhillips that he would not vote for a |
i bill which had not yet come down te !

centleman’s sincerity. when they saw
that he was prepared to condemn a
bill he had not even seen. Mr. Mec-
: Phillips had stated he knew ‘the bill
wou'd not be just, fair nor equitable. It
the hon. gentlemn approaches the con-
sidenation of any bill introduced by this
government ~ with  those preconceived i
ideas, with ‘those ripe prejudices. . he
will' not give that bill fair and equitable
consideration. . Referring to the section-
; alism ery raized by some opposition mem-
* bers, he ®aid he as one of the few Is:
rnd members would certainly see:no. in-:
justice was done the Island, but wou .
be very careful before he maised the cry
of sectionalism. to see what the pro--
posed measure of red'str’bution was.: By
mn doine he thought that any objections
he .might bave to make would have far |
greater weight them any which the hon.
gentleman on the other s'de might raise.
Mr. Bberts asserted that members on:
the other side of the Hogse had. been
completely gulled with reference tn . the
lists of*Victoria and New Westminster.
Oune of the leading debaters on the other
side had come to the rescue of the gov-
vernment and told the House that the
reason why the Vancouver list was not
ceaned and the Victoria list was clean-
ed was that the list in Vietoria had not:
" heen purged since Victoria was a city.
He imagined the hon. gentleman had
been gulled, and other hon. gentlemen on
the eovernment side had been culied.
for- did they not remember that the late
Hon. Theodore Davie brought down
in the winter of 1894 a4 redistribu-
tion bill. and immediately upon the pase-
ing of that hill the registers of Vietoria
were cleaned? Those who lived in other
districts were taken off the Vietoria lists
and, notwithstanding that these lists were
cleaned in 1894, made perfectly correct
and true by men sworn to do their duty,

yet they were now told that the reaswu
why the Viectoria ists were canceijeq |a.
year was because it hud ot been done
{helore Sihte  ViCthRa WA R e hit
is why he said the hon. genwlevnen had
been guled. That was the frue Q»!r(;
of affgire, and he did mnot see how hop
‘geptiemen onpos: ‘te conld guingay it H.x
read the statute ‘to stwng'thon his. argy-
iment.  “That,”” he addied, “applies to
the dead people because thes courd not
be resident therd; they wouwld “be resi-
dents- of “‘some other countrr"‘d 'f
ter.) g i ‘;‘
Mr, Helgesen—What about" the’ dex.
ones? !

Mr, Eberts—I have just told You they
were dropped from the list. ). u don’t
expect dead men will live hgre? The
dead »men were w1ped off the {lst at tha-
time,

. Hon. "Mr, Henderson—Yes,, e o,
voted. (Laughter.)

. Mr, Ebert,s—I have no doubt they d:q,

« but if they voted they voted in getting

the Bon. gentleman in in ’\e“ W\
minster. but they didn’t vote  her/
ithere never has heen a case of jmp¥ . Jn-
tmn of that kind. ,

A x', ‘\eﬂl;’l‘hey voted in Alberut

Eberts—They did _in qne case in

A"berm and were punished. _there, -ana
rightly ‘too.

Mr. Neld—There were six (;nses

‘M, Eberts said as to the. resolutior

s he felt able to support only - ;nrt of it
LS and .that was_the reference,as to the
4 government's narrow majority, He quot-

ed the yy,hole reso]futxon and ghen he
came. to Mr. Mmttms words in, favor of
the “entire red;stnbutmn of seats,” M-,

enderson mter;ected “How do you
if like that "

+ Mr, Ebert.s—-les L:cap. e:tplain that,
bnt L,dont -think you can, (Lauahter)
\’Ve will all you, presentiy .and you can
itell us what. Fou. know about it.. There

{'was no. vear in which a gooed. working

redxstnbutxon bill could not be mtroduc
ed in the legislature .so great :was th
pragress of..thig province, He, had been

1 here 22 years, -At that time I\amloop«

was stiil. a hamlet, Revelstokg was un-
known, and almost the, whole of Eas*
‘Kootenay,. Now the whole of that dis-

trict was .traversed by .railways, there

was a large population, and when they
commenced  to talk about a. rneasure of
redistribution - that ' would be‘, fair ~ to L )
every p.)rtlon of .the province thev werae /
-‘doing something no set of . ministers

conld de,-

~Mr. Eberts went on to ss.,r;:x thfxt the
hon gentlemen opposite had npt proposed
one. single different constituengy to those
wh;ch the late ,goverment bmught for-
ward in_its last redlstrlbntxon bill. The
late government did’the right. thtnv

“Hon.- Mr. Semlini—They were forced
to do 80, .

Mt Eberts——Forced nothmg. If they
were forced we eould have bxought in a
gerrymander bill. Force!  If language
and gas, eould have done anythlng then
hon. gentlemen ‘opposite would Jrave per-
formed it.

He eoula not ‘vote for the ‘Fesolution

neltnor could he vote for the amend- R

ment. He did not think & gevernment
«xtuated as this one was comd bring in

JUat ‘and fair bill, Tt was ot proper
that the representation of t e _country
should be placed in the hands of a num-
ber of gentlemen who had not a major-
1ty of those who represented the elec-
tors of the people. Tf the government

.that he might st.pport a }resolutmn
o£ hat kind, but hedld.not t nk a 'gov-
ernmen’t ‘which had not a v} otity coull
possx'blv bring down any other kind of
measure than a gerrymander on its own
‘behalf, 'If'a fair and equitable bill was
brought down he “would support it, but
this ‘government was not the choice f
a majority of the eléctors at the present
time and therefore was not chtitled to
bring in a' measure of this kind.

M:. Green also held ‘that Mr, McPhil-
lips and other memhers of the opposition
should not condemn the bill until they
had at least seen it. He emn!;asized tha
great and constantly growmg import'mc a
of Kootenay, and held that it 'was a mis-
take to suppose that énly those who had
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been here in the sixties were entitled o
consideration. ‘Though it wils possible
thit in the past it had been over-repre-
sented, he c¢laimed that hwtepay to-day e
led the province not only in population Hon. Mr, H
but in importance of interests and rev- in syn)patﬁm
enue contribution to the province, If and zould on

therefore h-a'

in the past it had received more than it that all' bnsi

paid into the treasury it was mow mak-
ing return with good interest.
Col, Baker had been greatly puzzled
by the dmendment offered by the.leader
of the government, because—looking at L/
the fact that the government had no ma-
Jonty except that given it by Mr. Speak-
er's casting vote—the government was
having all it could do in holding on to

i life, while it would be little better than
"a farce for such a government to talk
1 of bringing in a redistribution bill. There
"wasg another point that preserted itself

—~—wken a redistribution was determinod
as necessary, it should not be atte'mpted
before the’ laa‘t session of the parlia-
ment. Muech had been said with' regard
to “the redistributions of the past. He

- did not think that thesé measures deserv-

ed the severe condemnation that had
been passed upon them by the gentlemen
opposite, Many features had to be ccn-
sidered, and areas and interests as well
as popnhtlon had to be consxdered
and taken into account.. The . present
' arrangement had proved fairly good, and
he did .not see’ that any further and

- general redistribufion measure was cali-
.ed for at the present time.

Mr. Deane tailed to see the, logic of

. the remarks of gentiemen. oppesite. They

declared that the fate of the government
was pronounced, and yet they:objected
‘to such a fair measure of redistribution
as would make an appeal to the country
a true test of the country’s feeling. If
as had been charged, an unfair gerry-
mander . were perpetrated, the people
would be guick to recognize it; and this
fact alone would strengthen the- hands
of the opposition and their chances in
the covntry; if on the other hand a good
measure were brought down, the admin-
istration would be strengthened; and de-
serve to be, Government and epposition
should join hands ‘n getting as fair 2
redis‘ribution as possible. Then:the nes-
ple could fight it out for themselves, and. .
he haped to see the best men; the ue\(
party, win. As for himself, he did not
care how soon the elections came, He
did not wish to see the present eondition
of affairs continue any longer than was
absolutely necessary. He heid that
there was no sectionalism in the mattes
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