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New Brunswick's lndependent
Newspapers.

Thes~ papers advocate:
' Buitish Connection
Honesty in Public Life

Measures for the Matenal
Progress and Moral Ad-
vancement of our Great
Domini

No Graft
No Deals

“The Shamrock, Thistle, Rose entwine
The Maple Leaf forever.” o

WHERE ARE THEY?
How many just and fearless men are
there in the Common Council? Any just
and fearless alderman would not hesitate

to look the taxation situation in the face.
An alderman who is determined to do his
duty would not allow the situation in re-

gard to taxation in this city to continue|

without the strongest protest. There are
meén in the council who must know this.
Do they regard their fellow members as
50 hopelessly reactionary that a movement
for taxation reform is out of the ques-
‘tion?

When a list of taxpayers was published
last year it was found that a surprising-
ly - small number were taxed upon more
than $3,000 a year. As a matter of fact
a list of those so taxed was smaller than
the list of men now known to own auto-
mobiles in this city. In fact a study of

the Great Council, if three thousand
citizens demanded it. The compulsory re-’
ferendum exists today in all the
cantons except Freiburg. |

Authorities differ as to its benefits, al-|
|'though in Switzerland the privilege is \m\v
i #0 deeply rooted that it could not be taken |
| from the law books. In many ways, the!

l
i
referendum, though in theory the most de- l

or

Swiss !

mocratic of popular institutions, is in prac-
tice the most reactionary and it is now be- |
ing advocated by the Lords with the de-|
clared intention of using it to stop all fur~;
ther progress towards the real enfranch-|
isement of the people. |
It has proved satisfactory in small com-
munities. In the New England town meet- |
ing where the people propose and vote on:
their own ]a“s in a direct and orderly w ay |
it has pw\ed as ‘satisfactory as it did in|
the old Greek market-place meetings. But |
in large and complex organization it is |
| costly and of doubtful benefit. ‘
Several years ago the Fabian News print- | i
ed a resolufion warning the working men
of England against the referendum and the|
{ following ‘resolution was presented to the
Workman's Congress :— “Resolved that}
this congress warns associations of thel

- | working classes throughout® the world to‘

scrutinize with great care all proposals for
transferring direct legislative and admlms-;
trative power, including the appointment of
public officials, from representative bodles
to the mass of the electors. The people,
can only judge political measures by their
effect when they have come into opera-
tion; they cannot plan measures them-
selves, or foresee what their effect..will be
or give precise instructions to their repre-
sentatives; nor can any honest representa-
tive tell, until he has heard a measure thor-
oughly discussed by representatives of all
sections of the working class, what form
the measure should take so as to keep the
interests of his constituents in due subor-
‘dination to those of the community.” |
Mr. Asquith recalls Dr. Johnson's re-
mark of a criminal who, for a fortmght;
before he was hanged, displayed great liter-|
ary activity, “Depend upon- it, sir, when|
a man is going to be hanged in a fort-|
mgnt, it concentrates his mind wonderful-}

the tax list as published creates amuse-
ment in every quarter where it does notl
_create indignation.

Before the aldermen confirm the ap-

pointment of the assessors, would it not popular appeals when they see that their| it.

'be well to tell the assessors that the!
moth-eaten methods of previous years
must be discontinued, and that for the
coming year at least determined and fear-
less efforts must be made to distribute the
burden of taxation as the law directs?

That might .improve matters somewhat, :

pending a real attempt at reform, and
that real attempt muat involve the chang-
ing of the present law., The board of
trade has decided to carry on a campaign
of education in regard to these matters,
and it deserves the gratitude of the pub-
lic for doing so; but the Common Council
is the authority on' taxation, and it is
not likely that much” will be done wuntil
at least a majority of the aldermen have
been convinced that- the tax-payers are
determined to have a new deal in tax-
ation, and that if the present council
does not contain men big enough to tackle
the work, successors will have to be found
for those who are unwilling to do the
more serious work that confronta the city
government.

In these days St. John is seeing solid
signs of progress. There is a real spirit
of optimism abroad. A large number of
business men are doing volunteer work
looking to the betterment of civic condi-
tions. All this is a matter for congratu-
lation. But the fact remains that the
council should be doing the very work
that is being done by volunteers. There
is at the present time no public duty be-
fore the council so important as that of
giving St. John a modern taxation sys-
tem, and throwing off the shackles of the
present plan which has long fastened in-
justice and irritation upon a majority of
the citizens.

THE REI‘ERENDUM

The proposal for a referendum on tariff
reform, which is playing so large a part in
the British elections, is comparatively new
in British politics and it is very doubt-
ful if it will ever become popular under
institutions that are so semsitive to public
feeling. The referendum in either Canada
or Great Britain would be of the nature
of /a fifth wheel to a coach. In ome way
the present appeal to the electors is a refer-
endum on the question of the Lords. The
House of Commons had been thwarted,
baffled and defeated by the Lords and the
hope of the government was that this one
question only would be considered by the
electors. “We are not fighting for a single
chamber government.” says Asquith, “but
for the confinement of the second chamber
to its proper suberdinate functions.” He
has made a most determined effort to turnj|
the contest om this one question.

The origin of the referendum is in thei
famous Swiss assemblies. From time imme-
morial the people of many of the Swiss
eantons have met in the open and decided
laws by a direct popular vote. In
cities af various times all the citizens weie!

the

asked to vote on certain popular measuies. |
In the time of the Reformation, Berne and
Zurich voted to see how many iwere pro-
testants, Berne is said to have taken aixty
referendums in the first fifty years of the
sixteenth century. In 1868, after an agi-
tation led by a socialist, Karl Burkli, the
compulsory referendum was adopted on the
initiative of one-third of the members of

A

‘DCIfDHB is caused

ly.” So the Lords and their defendants de- {
clare the feferendum to be the only pos-| l
sible solution, and make other apparently |
powers are going to be taken from them:
and their future activities confined to]
their harmlesg and .proper functions. ‘
enjoyingi
They will not get even a dra“’.i

o I

Public interest in the Spencer (‘uucert!
grows daily. It is going to be the SUCCE‘hii
of the season.

® & oo

Congestion of traffic in Mill street in-
creases. The suggestion for a wider thor-!
oughfare is too good to be neglected.

© © ® e

No $100,000 ferryboat until the cost of]
the Navy Island bridge has been definitely ! !
ascertained. Look ahead. The bridge!
must come within the next few years.

® © © @

This hush in civic circles is the calm be-
fore the storm. Next Monday some of the
aldermen are going to move that some
others be thrown into the discard. What
will happen a minute after that is beyond
the range of the most lively imagination.

® © O e

The tide of expectoration is high in the
country market. The police, the board of
health, the safety board, and the Anti-Tub-
erculosis Society are all missing great op-
portunities to abate a nuisance. The men-
ace to health is great.

The British Tories are not
themselves.

F
i
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Explodts Old Sca Mylh

For years rwiters have used the Saragas-
ea Nea as a background for their stories—
tales of mysterious ships and the grave-
yard of seaweed where the ships were im-
pnsoned and never heard of again. But
these myths concerning the sea have been
exploded by the steamer Michael Sars, of

the United States Hydrographic Service,|
a few months/ ¢

from Plymouth
ago with a company of scientists aboard.

The steamer vrecently came into St.
John’s, N. F., alter a three-month study
of the Sargossa Sea, with a report that
the stories of the mass of scaweed caught
in the dead waters of the Central Atlantic
north of the Cape Verde Islands are great-
ly exaggerated.

Scientists of the expedltlon say that the|
sea is especially rich in rare and beautiful |
aquatic inscets and small fish. They 4]1,,1
covered a wonderful transparent shrimp|
with eves like jewels on the end of long
pedicles. These eyes of the shrimp are
many-fauceted and flash a brilliant green-
ish light.
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DEAFNESS CANNOT BE CURED

by local applications, as they
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RAPID TRANSIT

Ob, they're wrestling with the question
Of another subway route;

They take each new suggestion
Aud they twist it inside out.

 It’s subways here, it's subways there,
It's subway all around.

And cvery man a different plan
To suit the case has found.

But in the mean time—CRUSH!

| Yes, in the mean time—RUSH!

You bul-

lies, don’t you push

the P. 8. C. is dreaming, and no

doubt it' dreaming well,

But while we wait for action it is Hell!
Hell! Hell!

Oh,

Now comes a proposition
From the McAdoo concern;

| But it meets with opposition—
It’s the interborough’s turn,

More plans and maps to fret up yaps,
And figures that appal,

And every day some different way
Appears to have the call.

And in the mean time—CRUNCH!
011 in the mean time—PU \LH’

Look out! That woman's fainting!
* Hi, move up close, you bunch!”’
The city has the money and no doubt will

use us well,
But while we wait for subways it is Helll
Hell! Hell!

In fact, they're even trying
To start an airship line;
Then home we might be flying—
A fancy smperfine!
{ Oh, anything would gladness bring
And make our troubles cease,
So hip hurroo! for methods new
To take us home in peace!

But in the mean time—CRASH!

Oh, in the mean tlme——SVIASH'

“Jam ’em in! Ram ’em in! The com-
p'ny needs the cash!”

Let anybody build the lines who'll swear

to build them well,
For while we wait for subwavs it is Hell!
Hell! Hell!
—Paul West, in New York
American.

IN LIGHTER VEIN

HIS WHIM.
English Waiter—‘‘Which side of -the tab7
{ do you wish to sit on, sir?”’
\menmn Guest—“1 prefer to sit on a
| chair.”—Tit-Bits.

THE MODERN WAY.

“] want to be a pirate when I grow
up, Uncle Bob.” .
“Well, I understand there’s money in

What do you want to pirate, books or
| plays?"—Louisville Courier-Jaurnal.
~ (,'HRISTMAS SIIOPP!X(‘.

Oh; say, :
This very day
Get the hop
For the shop

And don’t stop
Shopping
Till you feel like droppmg
Dead in your tracks. And then
All the clerks, women and men,

Will rise up and call you blessed,

And you, with your shopping done,

Will sit down and wonder

Where in thunder

Do people find Christmas fun. .
—W. J. Lampton.

A HERO. ‘
Kicker—“My greatgrandfather carned
that drum all through the revolution.”
Snicker—“And whenever he sighted the
‘enemy he beat it, I suppose. ”—Brooklyn
Life.

OLD PROSPECTOR
TELLS HIS STORY

| His Real Troubles Started When
Rheumatism Got Him

Plasters, Ointments and Sulphur
Were "Alike U seless, But Dodd’s

Kidney Pills Made, a New Man|

of Him.

Princeton. B. C., Dee. 7—(Special)—All
over Canada people are telling of -the
great work Dodd’s Kidney Pills are going,
and even in the rocky mountain f gt ness-
es where nature hides
are telling of cures
relieved by the great
remedy. Wm.
old, who has tr:
lumber jack, ra
hunter and trap
Many

ie can tell

matism claimed him.

“T slipped on the mounin side ard
strained my kidneys and t my troubles
all semed to set in at once. I had near-
ly all the symptoms of Lumbago, Sciatica,
Neuralgia, Diabetes, Dropsy and Bright’s
Disease,” Mr. Murray states.

“Then T broke out in a terrible rash
that spread all over my body and kept
me in tortures. 1 tried all sorts of lini-
ments and ointments and took sulphur,
enough to start a little hades of my own.|
But it was all no use. Then I tried,
Dodd’s Kidney Pills, and all T can say is|
they made a new man of me.”

U LFILLED.

school ad-

REQUIRE} kNS

The teacher in her model

dressed her list of questions to the new |

scholar,
en snit and large spectacles, relates,
Youth's Companion. He answered eanh
question glibly in the affirmative.
"H'av«- you a certificate of vaccination?
“Have you been inoculated for eroup?
“Have you had an injection of (holma
bﬂ(l“ll"
“Ave you proof against ecarlet fever
whooping cough, measles and mumps?
“Have your tonsils been removed?
“Are you provided with your own an-

* to exchange’

| use any penm] but your m\n"

“Will you promise to have your hools
fumigated with sulphur and vour clothes
sprinkled with chlorid of lime once a
week !

The |answers heing al satisfactory, the
teachert permitted herself the luxury of
a careful smile.

“Yoy have fulfilled al the requirements

a small boy wearing a white lin-!

[

BOARD SLEDS, New Brunswick Pattern,
CLIPPER SLEDS, or Coasters,
FLEXIBLE FLYERS, the Sled that Steecs, -

'FRAMERS, all sizes

90c to $1.30
60c to $3.50
$6.00
30c to $3.50

- -

in plain and fancy styles,

T. M

L GAVITY & SONS, Lto, I3 KING ST.

ST

Hocckey Skates, Nickel Plated. .

: Long Reach, Boys and Men’s.. .. .
Also the “DUNNE’"’ a Speeml Hockey Players Skate

Emerson D

Friday a

ROBERT

xf/vﬂ/

‘“ACME”’ with and without Heel Caps L

Waist Bargains

e ciaial
Lot White Jap Silk Waists were $3.50 to $5.00 for
$1.98. With lace and medallion trimming.

Lot Nét Waists, very dressy, all new, in ecru and
white, were $3.50 to $6.00,3t $2.87.

Embroidered Cahmere and Poplin Waists, in white
and grey, slightly mussed, were $3.50 and $4.00 at $1.98.

Also some odd sizes in black 8ilk Waists, short and
long sleeves, at $2.87, were $3.75 to $6.00.

27 and 29 Charlotte Street.

SKATES'—w

BOKER 5

A GOOD VARIETY 'l‘0 (ﬂDO:E FROM

.. . ‘ 40c. to-$1.65 per pair
. ..80c. to $2.50 per pair

.$1.50 to $2.25 per pabi;

ce 2o @e o £

dise ae o8 save we e
. .

ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEED

HOCKEY STICKS, PUCKS, SHIN PADS, ETC.

25 Germain

FlSherQ lelte Street
For Exmas Balimg

EGGS

30 Cts. a Doz. Good

W, e

JAS. COLLINS
210 Union Street
Opposite Opera House.- ’Phone 281

Christmas Gifts

.. IN .,

JEWELRY

Choice Selections. Lowest Prices in the
City. All goods Guaranteed.

W. PARKES

138 Mill Street Next Hygenic Bakery

|

Saturday

rRais:inaai. ;

AND

.. Currants

They are just freshly imported and
in splendid condition. Don’t be led
by fake ads. in buying last year’s
stock. Note the convincing lowness
of our price 3 packages for 25c.

(COLWELL BROS, 2553

STRAIN

=

[ Crab Apple
Blossom

PERFUME

o ————

The original and genuine, made by
The Crown Perfume Co., London Eng.

50cts. and 75cts. per Bottle.

E. CLINTON BROWN,

DRUGGIST,
Cor. Union and Waterloo Sts.

J

.

of . modern hygienics,” she said, gracious-
ly. “You may now climb over the wire,
place yourself on that isolated aluminum
seat, and open your Elementary Chemistry
at page one. ‘

weren’t

Miss Ryval—“No, dear, you

there.”—Boston Transeript.

e ———————— T
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( Xmas Footwear |

.
We Have Now for Your Selection
for Gifts

FANCY OVERBOOTS
FELT SLIPPERS

Heavy and Light
RUBBER BOOTS

KID SLIPPERS
PATENT LEATHER BOOTS
MOCCASINS

Our Qualities Are Good
These Make Acceptable Presents

PERCY J. STEEL

Foot Furnisher
519 Main Street

1[(

COME ONE, COMEA

And see our fine display of

Fine Jewelery, Watches, Siiv:rware, Clocks, Bronzes and
Cut Glass Nov:ities

We will be pleased to have you come just to look at our goods.
R TR S |

i\ Ferguson & Page, =iz 41 King Street, ,i

ARISE! OUR AMERICAN ALARM CLOCKS

will wake you up at any hour

New lines of Dolls, Toys and Christmas Goods
Boys’ and Girls’ Annuals Chums, and all other
Christmas Books are ln. New goods daily

WATSON @ CO., S

Issuer of Marriage Licenses. " "Phone 1685

s Shakier Flanne's For Uncerwear £

Skating and
Hockey Boots

for

Men aad Women
Boys and Girls

““McPherson Lightning

Hitch” Hockey Boots,
with Ankle Supports attached
(patented.) The best skating
boot on the market,

G999 99000099900 0900 00002000000 PPV VPP O 0090 G000

Mens, sizes 514 to 10,
$2.75, 3.50
Ladies and Gir's, sixes
2106, .. $2.85, 2.90
Boys, sizes 1 to 5, 2.50, 2.6p
Other Styles in Hockey
Boots:

$1.75, 2.00, 2.25
$1.50, 1.60

Skates put on FREE.
Mail Orders a specialty.

Francis &
Vaughan

19 King Street

TREE DEGORATIONS

Glass ornaments of every .description le
to 10c. each.

Tinsel 15¢c. to 35¢c. dozen yn'd!.
Snow 5ec. package.

Don’t forget that Christmas belongs to
the children, and since everything centres
in the Christmas tree, why not make it
properly attractive; the best time to buy
is now.

Arnold’s Department Store

83 and 85 Charlotte St/
Telepbene 1765.

All Sizes

- Scotch Anthracite
In Stoch.

Lowest Prices

GEO. DICK, 46-50 Brittain Street
Foot of Germam. "Phone 1116

A DELICATE.
INSTRUMENT

at Washington, called a seismo-

graph, registers earthquake
shocks

.

Mens, .
Boys,

. L

000000000000 0000 0000000 0900000000000 00/+90000000000 00000000000

It registered one at 12.30 yester-
day noon, and strange to say,
there was no earthqualke.

It was simply a man in St.
John dealing with a grocer who
offered him a substitute for
BUTTERNUT BREAD, that
- caused the tremor.

BUTTERNUT BREAD is a
favorite bread because it is a
FLAVOR-RIGHT BREAD,

CHRISTMAS

PERFUMES

IN GREAT VARIETY

sty easem—

Fancy Boxes and Cut Glass Bottles
" From 25cts. to $6.00.

“Reliable” Robb

The Prescription Druggist,

137 Charlotte Street
’Phone 1389.

B R SN MM
Constipation
shes Forever

In. White, Pink, Blue and Stripes.
Fancy Flannelettes for Waists, Wrappers and Children,s Dresses.

| A. B, WETMORE, 59 Garden St. |

= |

Pm
EMERY BROS., 82 Germain St.

Wholesale Confectionery and Wrapping Papers
Fancy Xmas Boxes, Stockings, Crackers, Barley Toys, Xmas Mixtures. Hand
Made Creams, G. B. Chocolates anda large variety of Staple Goods.
Orders Filled at Short Notice.

Amencan Pea Coa

Jarvis & Whittaker,

General Agents For

Strong Companies Writing Fire,
Motor Car and Motor Boat

Insurance

Suable For Famaces, Cook:
ing Stoves and Small Tidys

Price Low.

R.P. &W. F. STARR, LTD.

205 Union Street

:

\

74 Prince Wm. St | 226 UnionSt. 40 Smithe St.

I
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Genuine muber Signature

rnally to the 'part

briskly as circum-

Benefit will also be

way’s Pills, their alter

ative g peculiarly suited to

this disease. W e joints are swell«
ed, st , the Relief, withj
sweet "B1I, 1s an admirable lubricant.

ASK FOR RADWAY'S AND TAKE NO SUBSTITUTES|




