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PUBLIC HEALTH MEASURES

If there is any one expenditure more
than another, federal, provinclal or muni- |
cipal, which deserves to be considered |
without political bias, and regarded as |

essential to the public welfare, it is the |
expenditure to promote and conservei
public health.

Hon. Dr. Roberts, in an article in
Saturday’s Telegraph, dealt exhaustive-
ly with this subject, and some of the
statements made are SO serious that
legislators and the people at large should |
alike be startled into action. Consider
the following: i

«The result thus far of medical school
inspection in the province has found over ,
sixty per cent. of the pupils to be ab-
normal, requiring attention on the part
of either the surgeon or the medical
man.”

Compared with results of investigation
in some other parts of Canada and the ;
United States, this is a moderate esti-
mate—but is it not very depressing, and
. does it not point to the necessity of cov-
~ ering the whole field and providing the
" femedy? True, it costs money, but |

healthy and efficient citizenship is more

than worth the price. Not only does
medical school. inspection reveal defects
,in the individual pypil, but it helps to“
prevent the spread of contagious dis- !
eases in the schools, which saves morey |
and doubtless lives as well. For the
benefit of those defective pupils whose |
parents are unable to pay for treatment, '
' the Red Cross, at the request of the pro- ‘
vincial health department; has granted
$10,000 for free clinics throughout the
province. This is a boon of inestimable !
value, and more especially in districts
where medical and nursing care are not |
easily obtained. With the help also of
the Red Cross and Victorian Order, the
training of public health nurses has been
begun and will be continued, and some .
of these nurses are already in the fleld. |
The value of the work in a remote dis-
trict or settlement is such that eventu-
ally every district will regard it as &
duty to have a public health nurse. In
portions of the province of Manitoba
where the service is well established, the
people would not now be without it at
any cost. That will be the condition in
New Brunswick, but the people as yet
do not appreciate what a boon is within

“ their reach. i

Dr. Robeérts _also deals with a very !
important matter upon which he dwelt
with earnestness and force before he be- |
came minister of health. It is that of
saving the babies, and being as fauch in
earnest about it as we are to bring if-
migrants into the country. The infant
mortality rate is far too high, and far
too large a proportion of those who sur-
vive suffer from physical defects. Thete |
is need of pre-natal care, and instruction
upon the proper care of infants, .and to
this end clinics should be made avail-
able.\ A beginning has been made in St
John and Moncton, but the whole pro-
vince needs such a service.

In order to estimate the value of a
provincial health department, one has
only to consider socme of the things the
New Brunswick department has done
and is doing. Its very first act was to

deal with the influenza epideinic, and |

there is not a shadow of doubt that by
its prompt measures of organization and
treatment many hundreds of lives were
saved. Just before the health depart-
mént under Dr. Roberts was organizeds
the province had to issue bonds to the
extent of more than $125,000 to pay
smallpox bills, and similar bonds had
been issued in former years. Today
there is no fear of smallpox, for though
- cases are liable to break out here and
there, the organization is here to act

romptly and effectively and prevent the
spread of the disease. Not only so, but
seventeen depots’ have been established
in different parts of the province, where
serum and vaccines may be quickly ob-
tained for the treatment of the various
diseases in which they are efficacious.
The country physician does not have to
wait to send to Montreal or even St.
John, and the service is dispensed free
to the poor. It is not easy to estimate
the value of this service, but added to it
is the laboratory at St. John, to which
any physician in the province may send
samples of blood or sputum or cultures
for examination, to enable him to make
an accurate diagnosis, with the assur-
ance that he will be as well gerved as in
Montreal or Boston. Lives are saved by
prompt service and every medical man
appreciates the value of the serum de-
pots and the laboratory.

The public health act of this province
provides for three services: General sani-
tation, medical schbol inspection and
vital statistics. General sanitation deals
pot only with the inspection of houses |
and premises, sources of water and milk
supply, outbreaks of communicable dis-
euses, but prevention of disease, and |
with infant mortality and child hygiene.
)34 #t costs money it saves both money
and lives, and the more liberal a wise

| means can we gauge the‘situatltm in

view of the future.

medical inspection cannot be doubted.

The collection of vital statistics is as
necessaty for the province as the stock=
taking of the merchant. By fo other

regard to public health the province
over. An accurate system of vital sta-
tistics is one of the proofs of enlighten-
ment in a community. Money so ex-
pended is spent in the public interest.
Yet in this matter New Brunswick has
been a laughing stock.

From whatever angle, therefore, we
may view the question, the wisdom of
a liberal expénditure to promote and
conserve public health is apparent, and
the attitude of legislators toward the
development of a progressive policy
should be one of intelligent sympathy.

Bangor Commercial: “Timber worth
twenty-five millions of dollars is annu-
ally being destroyed by forest fres.
Eighty-one million acres of land, now
idle, should be growing trees. Ameri-
ca’s lumber needs could be met for all
time if all our forest land was kept in
continuous forest production. The Pa-
cific- coast states have proved that co-
operation between the private owners
of timber lands, the states and the fed-
eral government is an effetcive way of
solving the problem, and should be eéx-
tended to the entite countty. Those
were among the statements made by
witnesses Saturday when the Snell for-
estry bill came up before the house éom-
thittee on agriculture.”
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Industrial Canada takes a hopeful
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FENCE OR AMBULANCE.

"T'was a dangerous cliff, as they freely
confessed,
Though te walk near its crest was SO
pleasait;

But over its terrible edge thefe had slip-
A duke, and full many a peasant;
So the people said something would have

to be done, :
But their projects did not at all tally.
Some said, “Put a fence ‘tound the edge
of the eliff,”
Some, “An ambulance down in the
valley.”
L

But the ¢ry for the ambulance cartied
the day,
For it spread through
city;
A fence may be useful or net, it is true,
But each heart became btimful of

the neighboring

pity
For those who slipped over the danger-
ous cliff,
And the dwellers in highway and alley
Gave pounds or gave pence, not to put
up a fence,
But an ambulance down in the valley.

«For the cliff is all right if you're care-
ful, they said,
“And if folks ever slip and are drop-

ping,
It isn’t the slipping that hurts them so
much
As the shock down below when they’re
stopping.”
So ddy after day as those mishaps oc-
curred
Quick forti: would these rescuers sally,
To pick ;p the victims who fell off the
cli
With the ambulance down in the val-
ley.

Béttet guide well the young than reclaim
thetn when ol
For the voice of true wisdom is call-

but ’tis best

ings;
To rescue the fallen is good,
from fall-

To prevent other péople
ing; :
Better close up the source of temptation

and crime
~ Than deliver from dungeon or galley}
Better put a strong fence *sound the top
of the eliff, - -
Than an ambiilance

LIGHTER VEIN.

Clarence Littleneck—Thinking of you

as giveti me absence of mind.

Dolly Dill—Den’t worry. You’ll never
miss it.

down in the valley.

B
The Great Symbol

Myles—Don’t you think we'd all be

happier if there was no money in this

view of the situation in regard to manu-
facturing in Canada for the current year.
As the official organ of the Manufac-
turers’ Association it should be able to
speak with some degree of anthority.
Evidently it does not share the gloomy
views expressed by tory politi¢ians re-
garding what would happen to Canad-
fan industry if a Liberal government
came into power. This fact is worth
filing away for future reference. Mean-
while the people will rejoice that the
manufacturers take a faitly optimistic

®© d o9

The chief obstacle to Chinese peace
and progress is the lack of unity among |
the people. Today the cables tell us!
that an army is moving on Peking, call-
ing upon the government to resigi. The
authority of the Peking government is
disregarded in both northern and south-
ern portions of the countfy. Until
| stable government is assuted, other coun=
| tries will have difficulty in extending
! trade in China or doing very much to
| assist the Chinese in their troubles,
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A Reuter cable from Madras says the
Prince of Wales was welcomed heartily
by crowds of natives, and that earlier
reports of distutbances were too highly
colored. There is unrest in India, but
it is a vast countty and the great mass
of the people are not affected. The |
congress now in session at Bombay may |
have good results.

!
|

wotld? _

Styles—Oh, no; my wife would never
be satisfied .or happy to play bridge just
for beans.—Yonkers BStatesman.

The Stranger — I've just bought a
house on Torpor avenue and 1 want &
permit to move it on to another lot a
couple of blocks away.

The Mayor of Coma City—You can’t
geét a permit to move & house on the
streets of this @ity. Might .-run  over
some one.

s Sl
Why Start It.
Wifie—“Douglas, if we were both
free again would you choose me to be
your little wife?”
Hubby — “Now, what do you want
to start a quarrel for just as every-
thing is going pleasantly #”

; Mote Reliable Source.
Shei=A fortune teller says that 1 have
money coming to me. \
He—TI’d sooner hear that ffom a pay-

ifig teller—Boston Transeript.

A Japanese visiting Fngland was in-
terested at the sight of a large asylum,
and on learning its fatiire remarked:

“Ah, yes, you have a saying about the
insane being invisible, have you not?”

This querry caused some bewilderment
until it transpired that the saying Te-
ferred to was “Out of sight, our of
mind.”

LETTER FROM F. A, CAMPBELL

To the Bditor of The Times-Star:
Sir:—Kindly permit me space in rour
valuable paper to place clearly pefore
your readers my position in the past in
connéction with the labor moveraent.

® © © @

Shantung is still a bone of eontention |
at the Washington conference, but the |
despatches are hopeful in tone regard- |
ing the outcome of negotiations between
Japan and China. With that question
settled, the conference would be able |
to adjourn, feeling that altogether it’
had accomplished results of great mo- |
ment in advancing the cause of world
peace.

® © &

One would expect Arctic explorers to
be generous-hearted fellows, agreeing |
among themselves and drawn closér to- |
gether by the fact of their common iso-
lation and danger. The charges madeé
regarding the Stefansson expedition of
1918 should be investigated, even at this
late date, in the interests of all con-
cerned.

® & o o

‘ secret ballot and

In 1919 I became president of the
Trades and Labor Council and also dis-
trict organizer of the A. F. ot L, both
of these offices being purely voluniary.
The reason that I make mention of these
facts is because s large.auiaber of peu-
ple are laboring under a wrong impres-
sion and I am quoted as having receiv-
ed a substantial salary for iy services,
which is_absolutely incorrect. 1t is also
the opinion in the mind of many people
that 1 am solely to blame for the irouble
that exists between the N. B. I'cwet
Co. and its former employes, which 18
also not true. Bach racinber of our
organization had the pri rilege to vote by
to dictat to the execu-
staud they were to
this particular ques-

tive officers. what
take in regard to
tion.

In connection with
1 nevet at any time
to influence them to go on strike. 1
always tried to the Lest of my avmty
to bring labor and capital togeiher and

cther organizations
advocated or ttied

to avoid if possible and disruptioa of|

industry in our communi'y.

There is much speculation in England
as to the probable date of the general
election. The prestige of Lloyd George
has been wonderfully heightened by re-)
cent events, and his speech before a Lib-
eral convention on Saturday next is |
awaited with universal interest.

® @ O @

The smoothness with which the mo-
mentous change in Ireland is thus far
proceeding is ground for hope that all
matters may be adjusted amienbly and
the Irish Free State set out upon a
prosperous career.

o ® ® @

The interest aroused in the question

of distribution of hydro-electric current

I am the bread-winner of &
little home. I am fex'ing that criticism
of this kind mig.: tend to hinder nme
in the future. I feel it my Juty tc cor-
rect those false statemcnts in my own
personal inter sts. [ woutd Le plecsed
to invite fair critie.sm anud 1 fatly deny
any statenmeut made that I ever reeeived
and money sther than as a delegate at-
tending the diff:cent conventiena,

Now, sir, in conclusion, I want to say
that I have always acted in a clean,
honorable way and I defy any man to

Now, sit,

.pay that 1 was ever mixed up in any |

discreditable action.

‘I have always tried to use my influ-
ence in the best interests of all and I
hope that these few brief remarks will

gerve to change the opinion of those who |

have been wrongly informed.
Yours truely,
F. A. CAMPBELL,

has brought out a petition urging that
" the municipality take it over. The situ-
| ation grows more and more interesting.
® ® @ !

From the skater’s standpoint, and he is |
everybody’s barometer just now in St
John, the week begins well. May it so
continue at least until Thursday night.

® O O 9
The new French cabinet is now in |

Former President of Trades and Labor

!

SAY BUT LITILE
AND SAW WOOD

New Government Shows Si-
lent Efficiency.

Eager for By-elections— Mo-
mentous Decisions to be
Made in Railways—Confi-
dence in Hon. W. S. Field-
ing. * |

(By Ross Munro, staff correspondent of

The Toronto tilove.)

Ottawa, Jan. & —Now that this Lib-
eral Government is a little more thah a
week old, Ottawa 'is sitting back and
sizing things up, \f yoa want cold, can-
did criticism of a Govsrument, a Cabinet
or a legislative measure, you can always
get it here, and get it in many varietics
' After a week’s keen observalion Ottawa
iseems much more eatisfied witn Jion.
‘Mr. King and his c¢olcagues than it
. pretended to be when the announcement
‘of the personne] was made. But what
surpfises this Capital more than any-
‘thing else is the guiet, unostentalicus
'manner in which this hew Governuicht
|has taken over power. At the swearing-
in there was no particular cefemoliy,
and there has not been a sign of any-
thing since with which the most violent
democrat could disagree. The Uabinet
has taken hold like so many plain busi-
ness men would take over a new venture
The Ministers went to their offices, met
theit leading officials, sat down at the
desks and got to work. i
Want No Advertising. :

“Somehow or other they didn’t act
like politicians at all,” one veteran of
i Canadian public: affairs stated. S rhey
didn’t seem to want to advertise. They
.seemed’ to want to keep out of the
limelight. It’s very strange. We're not
used to it, and we are waiting to see
what's coming next. This new Cabinet
has shunned publicity. You don’t see
the Ministers interviewed and you don’t
hear them promising. It’s quite strange.”

That little statement just about sums
up the situation. These new Ministers
are not being interviewed. They are
courteous, but they say there is nothing
to tell you; that they are just getting
acéquainted; that they are in a hurry to
get the by-elections over, and get to
{real business. Ottawa had become ac-
| customed to new members and new Cab-
inets talking quite a bit, and sometimes
talking foolishly. If a new Minister, not
Iexactly having his “Honorable” sit com-
fortably, could talk of nothing else, he
}could af least tell the people what kind
lof a rug he wonld have in his office.
'But Hon. Mr. King’s Cabinet seems to
have set set a presedent. So far it is a°
Cabinet of serious, silent mén, each omne |
hoping for an acclamation ‘in his by-
election. :

Few ‘Plum” Seekers.

There is -still another tematkable
feature of the changes here. So far:
‘few party hangeérs-on are visible. The
|city’s hotels are mot overcrowded with
anxious job hunters or impudent sear-
chers for special favors,, Perhaps it is
too early for them to come, but still
'there are no signs of suth an advaneing
host as has worried @évery incoming
Ministry. Last week one so-called polit-
fcal prophet rashly stated that'a large
fraction of Quebec would soon be sit-
ting on Ottawa doorsteps waiting for
the plams. So far Quebec has stayed at
home, and minded its own business, and
everyone admits that Quebec has not had
thuch of a show since the Tories came
into power in 1911. :
| But neither Hon. Ernest Lapointe nor
Hon. Jacques Bureau nor Sir Lomer
Gouin are spending their days listening
to the wants of strings of callers from
their native Province. The Quebec
fembers themselves have noticed it. A
|story is related about Arthur Trahan,
’M. P.-clect for Nicolet. ‘“They seem to
lask us to come to Ottawa in alphabeti-
| cal order,” said Mr. Trahan. “Joe Arch-
{ambault of Chambly-Vercheres, he came
first, and now they’re down to ‘I’, but
'1 doubt if Tommy Vien of Lotbiniere
;will ever get there before the session.”

Political observers hete are frankly
giving the new Premier, Hon. Mr. King,
’lcredit for this new order. It is pointed
jout that he is sincerely . desir-
‘ous of giving Canada a business man's
| administration. If it is Mr. King’s desire
to begin the new Administration with-
'out fuss and featébers. without the con-
stant worries ftou? job-hunters, without
| interviewes and advertising, that desire is
| being carried out to the letter, even
| though the young chieftain is many miles
away.

Big Desision Coming.

Though there is silence in Minister- '
fal circles, signs are not wanting that
some important decisions will be made
| soon on the big railway problem. The
|interests on both sides of this contro-
'versy are powerful, but so far it is un-
derstood that not the slighest pressure
has been brought to bear on the decis-
lions to be made by the Government. '
Of course, that blissful condition of af-
fairs will not last, but Hon. Mr. King
promised to give Government ownetship
\of railways a fair trial, and all energies
| will soon be bent to implement that
| promise by action. The desire for econ=
{omy alone will drive the Government
to see that the present extravagant
double management in Government-own-
led roads will cease. The last is going
lto be an unpleasant one in so far as it
affects some leading railwaymen, but ,
economy must come first.

It is hinted here, though not in any
Government circles, that Sir Joseph Fla-
velle wants to quit his job as Chairman
of the Board of Directors of the Grand
Trunk, If Sir Joseph leaves that post
it is a pretty good guess that the coun-
try will be searched for a man of his
financial ability to see that Government
ownershop of railways does mnot need
to be fed by a pipeline from the money
vaults in the East Block. It would be

Council.

WARM SCHOOL LUNCHES

PAID.

Warm school luncheons, ¢vmbined
with simple lessons on foods, make badly
underweight children gain at three times
the normal rate. Such is the finding of
a practical experiment conducted by the
home department of the Ohio State Uni-
versity in co-operation with rural schools |

only a guess to try to tell how and when
the amalgamation of the Grand Trunk
with the Canadian National will take
place, but the fact remains that no one
here seems to doubt that it is going to
happen, and happen soon.

One notices here a feeling on confi-
dence in the Department of Finance.
The reason is that Mr. Fielding is not an
experiment, People in Ottawa are close

| known that Mr. Fielding does not like
the present system of levying duties bas-
ed on 50 per cent. of the pre-war valua-
tion of foreign money.
perhaps rather mildly, in
when the regulation was enacted. Per-
haps his criticism was tempered by the
fact that he
to offer at the time.
opportunity to study the workings of the
50 per cent. valuation, and the lkeli-
hood is some new method which at least
will help Canada’s trade from Europe
and place it on a more stable basis.

fense is another veteran of the Laurier
regime, Hon. George P. Graham. While
he will not say so just now,
idea pretty ﬁrmly.impluntcd that the
people of this country will not stand for
mmuch expenditure for warlike purposes.

During the months of January, February and March our stores will clode at one o’clock on Saturday.

For Chilly Mornings and Evenings

Just add a

Perfection 0il Heater

to your general heating system.

For bathroom,

just what is needed to give the extra

the rooms cosy and comfortable.
Three styles to choose from.

bedroom or sitting room, it is
heat to make

Phone
Main 2540

McAVITY'S

11-17

King St.
—d
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Any Hat in This Shop

for either a woman or a
They are worth

" $3.50 to $5.50

junior.
[ ]

For Men

$5.00—
Buys a Fine
Soft Felt Hat

$27.50
Buys a fine
woolen Over-
coat for a man.

D. MAGEE'S SO

$4.00
Buys any
Tweed Hat

1.00 Will Buy No

A Woolen Muffler.

Styles for men or women.

W

sizes.

$2.00 and $2.50

$1.95 will buy a pair of fine French Gloves.
Genuine Kidskin.

$21.50

$6.00
Buys an
Velour Hat

woman.

NS, LIMITED

st. John, N. B.

Since 1859
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cHEWING
TOBACCO

Pluds

| Bis for
2

i

¢

i
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And the quality and flavor ave
just the same as gou have

always enjoued.

aN LINE YOug
STOVE WITH

FOLEYS

FIRE CLAY

ABOUT BEANS

For good rich baked beans use
plenty of clear potk fat and always
bake in the OLD FASHIONED
BEAN POT made by

The FOLEY POTTERY, LTD,
St. John, N. B,

When a Bean Pot is cold it should
not be placed immediately on the hot-
test part of the stove.. It is safer to
put it at first on the shelf at the back
and to move it forward a little at a
time as it heats,

Baking the beans in the oven gives
the pot a better chance, as in that
case the sides are heated as well
as the bottom.

Owy,

No other Grinder
cuts so true

Accura€y is the first rule of good grind-
ing. The tool being greund must be
held true on the wheel, proof against
slipping or wobbling. ‘That’s what the

Pike Bewel Guide does.
_ It’s one of the many ex-
clusive points of a

PIKE PEERLESS.
A TOOL GRIND

This grinder is fitted with 2 Fane-
. cutting wheel made from material
as hard and sharp as the diamond.
Best quality construction and expert
workmanship. These grinders are
GUARANTEED FOREVER
against all mechanical defects. We
have a small size, ideal for home
use. Come in and see it

q

A Chinchilli Woolen Cap
Men's and boys' styles an
The Caps are worth

Buys an all-
woolen Over-
coat for a

He protested,
the House

hed no ready substitute
But he has had an

Down in the new Department of De-

he has the

DIAMONDS

Diamonds — c;uality stones — are
attracting considerable attention
from investors these days.

Secure investments — especially
when of a pleasing nature —are
ever in demand.

Higher Quality

We claim a fner grading; a more careful
selection; more que ways of ting

than are generally found. Customers come

=t
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expenditure is made the greater the ulti-
mate saving to the community.
Medical inspection of schools should
also embrace mental examination, lead-
ing to proper care of mental defectives.
A mental survey of this province has
ieen made at the request of the health

office. Its attitude regarding Anglo-
French relations is awaited with uni-
versal interest.
#
Boston, Jan. 16—The coastguard cut-
ter Seneca today took in tow the three-

masted schooner James M. W. Hall,
which had been abandoned by its crew,

The brakes are on tight with regard to
the spending of money. Still, no Cab-
inet—not even the famous Cabinet of
talents of 1896—can do much in a week,
particularly with by-elections impending
When these are settled and the last ac-
knowledgment to the hundreds of letters
and wires of congratulation is out of the
way, the real work will begin. If the
members of this Government maintain

to these matters. They know that he
will do the right thing at the right time,
making it as easy as possibte for Can-
ada to carry her financial burden. This
confidence in Ottawa in the Treasury
is bound to be reflected throughout the
country in the next few weeks, with
To school each day; she lost her punch, results which cannot help but be bene-
lepurtment and the report will be sub- Her health was sadly gshaken  ficial.
mitted at the next session of the legis- t of a leak. The crew were "Til Mary’s school served every day a l Perhaps one
ature. That it will reveal conditions of landed at New York yesterday. It was’' Now ask her how she feels; she’ll say, be dealt with by Mr. Fielding and Hon. the habits of the past week, busy days |
: believed the Seneca would try te tew Warm milk soup nutritious. Jacques Bureau, Minister of Customs, af- are ahead, perhaps silent days are ahead,
¢ startling a nature as those shown by the schoener to New York. “Oh boy, 1 feel auspieious [ fects import trade and exchanze. It is but real results are in the offing.

lcn‘ dist to pur: ® di LTS
because of this reputation. It will pay you
to see our preseat stoch.

G e

Ferguson & Page

THE JEWELERS
41 King Street

Mary had a little luneh,
To tell the honest truth,

Too little; quite inadequate
It wouldn’t fill a tooth!

It went with her, this little lunch;
This paper, bread and bacon,

et

of the first problems to
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