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Censtruct a Camp and Employ
Prison Lacor as Begnning of
Pnison Farm—Ex-Mayer Frink

| Makes Practical Suggestion

St. John, N.B.,, March '8, 1917.
To the Editor of the Times-Star:

Sir,—~Much has been said and written
g‘.oneeming the high cost of living, but
little has been done to alleviate the
wants of those who are suffering the
pinch most. The municipality will be
called upon to do many things which it
cannot do, for the lack of money; but
there are a few things which (it may do,
at comparatively small expense and out-
lay, for the benefit of the poor.

The city of St. John owns at least 1,-
500 acres of well-wooded land at Loch
! Lomond, 500 on the Mispec River, 1,100
at Grand Bay, and at least 500 at Lit-
tle River, not to speak of that owned at
Spruce Lake, and the Donnelly property
near Musquash. These properties con-
tain vast quantities of wood suitable
for the production of wood charcoal, u
most useful und convenient fuel, besides
hundreds of cords of mixed hard und
soft woods, of little merchantable value,
and of no value to the city, with the
bare exception  that the trees may have
some moisture attracted and held to the
roots, for adding to the water supply for
the people, a matter or amount which
goes not deserve very serious considera-

ion.

Prison labor has been abolished by the
municipality, with which  very: little
(uult can be found, when ¢onducted along
lines in vogue, for some years past; but
there can be no valid objection to the
construction: of .a.camp on any of these
properties ‘where ' short term prisoners,
and' those committed for minor offences,
may find profitable and beneéficial exer-
cise, in more senses than one, It may
be advisable to pay wages according to
their worth, and the wages earned' turn-
ed over to their families or themselves
as the conditions warrant., The cost of
transportation. would be considerable,
but there should be sufficient ° return
from the sale of the fuel to at least pay
for this iten. Hardwood abounds on
some of these places and a few circular
saws driven by. gasoline engines, would
cut up a great quantity of fuel before
next winter; and from the present prices
of coal, hard and soft, with prices soar-
ing, next winter has.a tougher look than
this, :

Sufficient space exists to have this
camp entirely obscured from public view,
and if prisoners desired to run away,
let them run. I am of the opinion lhat
the camp would be beneficial, and many

that for their labor there was to be a
return. g ;

The successful establishment of = this
camp would lead up to and solve the
question of a prison farm, The muni-
cipality. has an abundance of land for
this purpose without spending a topper
for the purchase, and sufficient mer-
chantable timber can be found on these
properties to construct a suitable build-
ing of a‘permanent nature.i I think the
proposal is practical and workable, and
if put into operation the poorer people
of the community  would be benefitted,
and those unfortunate enough to he in-
carcerated for minor offences can have
a vacation in the woods and the product
of their labor administered to those most
entitled to receive it.

Yours truly, .
JAMES H. FRINK.

MB{RNING NEWS OVER THE WIRES

While Sir Robert Borden was addres-
sing the Canadian troops at the front,
Hon. J. D. Hazen was absent in the
north visiting the grave ' of his som,
Lieut. James Hazen, who was killed by

SIMPLY CAN'T BE DONE

—
|

a shell explosion. .
U. S. Ambassador Gerard has arrived

'safely at Havana on his return from

ZEPPELIN—You will laugh less, Tirpits, when they scrap your
sub—<ines as thay have my sircesit.—Le Vicioire.

Germany. Count Von Bernstorff, former
German ambassador at Washingten, has
reached Christiana,

Axel Ericson, aged thirty-two; Hugo
Cornelinson, aged thirty-four, and Chris-
|tian Peterson, aged thirty-two, ¢l
Swedes, were accidentally killed by a
premature blast on the valley railway
.| line near the Devil’s Back on Thursday.
| The bodies, which were buried beneath
!a fallen cliff, were not recovered until
.1 Saturday.

From thirty-five to seventy persons
were killed in Newcastle, Ohio, yester-
"d.ay aftcrnoon when a tornado swept
| through the city. Three hundred homes
were demolished. Several were killed
at other places.

‘1 The C.G.R. line at Petit Roche was
! blocked from 1 o’clock yesterday after-
‘{noon until 5 o’clock by a rear-end col-
lision between freight trains. None of
the trainmen were injured, but the roll-
ing stock was damaged and track torn

up
‘! The Duchess of Connaught, wife of

“arPhiladelshis Im;u.'ﬂ

the rormer governor-general of Canada,
it is announced officially, is seriously ill
from an attack of broncho-pneumonia.

of the prisoners would enjoy the work!'
and outing, particularly if they knew

Laughing, Applause and a Marked

the House

Peals of laughter, prolonged applause
and a marked feeling of joviality prevail-
ing throughout the spacious auditorium
of the Opera House on Saturday even-
ing, told more eloquently than words
'how much the efforts of the participants
in this week’s new bill were appreci-
_ated. Singing, dancing, acrobatic feats,
| black-face and other varieties of come-
dians make up an exceptionally attract-
ive programme, and one which promises
to draw a large patronage for. the re-
; mainder of the week.

The fifth episode of the popular motion
pictare serial “The Crimson: Stain Mys-
tery,” is an attraction in itself, and in-
‘stcad of becoming monotonous or far
fetched, increases in interest and holds
the attention closely. Many startling
disclosures, exciting scenes and unexpect-
ed happenings combine in adding to the
systery which enshrouds the serial and
makes it both interesting and fascinat-

ing.

%‘he feature number of the vaudeville
bill is a sensational wire performance by
the Two Armons. They are clever acro-
bats and gave a demonstration of tricks
on a tight and slack wire which are uni-
que and thrilling. J. Francis Sullivan
and Company are booked ag head liners.
Mr. Sullivan is the lead, two other mem-
mers taking minor parts in the act. Mr.
Sullivan is a clever comedian and made
quite a hit, although he lost the plaudits
.of some who took exception to a part in
‘a comic song dealing with Irishmen.
They think he would .do well to elimin-
ate that part.. Draper and Clayton, two
black faced comedians, were really good
and their act is both amusing and ‘enter-
taining. Morley and ‘Forrest -were seen
in a song and dance act, and made quite
a hit. Lionel Paris entertained the audi-
ence with a comic song, some good jokes
and a reading. He won well merrited
applause. : vy

On the whole the performance is good
and is deserving of a large and generous
patronage. That combined vaudeville
and motion pictures are becoming popu-
lar in this city is evident from the pack-
ed houses which are greeting these per-
formances.

THE VISIT OF THE
PRENIER AND OTHER
MINISTERS TO FRONT

Canadian Headquarters in France, via
London, March 10—(By STEWART
. LYON, Special Correspondent Canadian
{ Press)—Canada’s corifidence in the valor
| of her sons who represent her in the war

for her own security and for the main-
tenance of the British empire, with un-
impaired strength for safeguarding civil-
ization against the assault of the latter

day barbarians, was the keynote of the:

last remarks made by Premier Borden at
ithe Canadian front. Sir Robert was
L deeply stirred by the sights of the day.
iHe had seen many thousands of men
. inured to the life in the trenches, hard-
| ened veterans, while yet, for the mosi
&part, lads or young men. ‘He had bidden
a Nova Scotia battalion, of which he is
honorary colonel, Godspeed. He had ob-
served battalion practice in which great
attacking waves were being sent against
the trenches, and having seen other evi-
dence of the evolution of the weapon of
destruction to the point of terrible effect-
iveness, the premier was in a position to
more fully understand the resolution of
the men who at their country’s call go
out into the open against them.

Me, Hazen Visits Son’s Grave.

Among his hearers were many young
University of Toronto and McGill mem-
bers of the university battalion through
which, from' first to last, almost five
thousand men have passed. ' They listen-
ed with eager attention, and gave Sir
Robert three cheers and a tiger. Hon. J.
D. Hazen was absent in the north during
these later visits, on a pilgrimage to the
cemetery where his son. who was killed
at the Ypres salient, is buried.

Another brigade, with the troops
drawn up. was addressed by Sir Robert,
who spoke briefly of Canada’s part in the
war. He said the Canadian people were
represented in the field because they were
utterly opposed to German ideas, as
represented in the ravaging of Belgium,
the destruction of the Lusitania, the
murder of Nurse Cavell and Captain
Fryatt, and for the right of individuals
and free peoples they feught.

Sir Robert said he felt honored in hav-
ing an opportunity to speak to them.
They had done glorious service in the
past; and if the occasion arises again he
knew they would not be content to rest
upon the glory of the past. When they
returned to Canada a warm welcome
awaited them from the home folks.

Huogering for News.
Your correspondent learns that there
is an urgent desire among the troops for
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In the history of the early Christian
: church there are no figures so glorious,
{none which have conunued to be s0
much honored by the church all through
its later days as those of the martyrs,
men and women who from the time of
Nero down to that of Diocletian sealed
with their blood the testimony to their
faith, withstanding every lure and every
threat in order to preserve their loyalty
to their Lord and Master, Christ.

In our own times we have seen this
example of fidelity repeated in the Turk-
ish empire and it is strange that the
Christians of Europe and America should
not have been more moved by the ex-
amples of courage and heroic devotion
which the Armenian Christians have
given, Of the 700,000 or 800,000 Arme-
nians who have perished in the recent
massacres, many thousand have died as
nfartyrs, by which I mean they have:
died for their Christian faith when they
could have saved their lives by renounc-
ing it. :

This has perhaps not been realized
even by those who in Europe or Amer-
ica have read of and been hoyrified by
the wholesale plaughter and hideous
cruelties by which half of an ancient r.a-
tion has been exterminated. They can
hardly understand how there should be
religious perseeution in our time; so let
me try to explain the facts.

It was not religious fanaticism that
Jed the present rulers of Turkey to seek
to root out Christianity. So far from
being fanatics most of these men, though
nominally Mohammedans, have no reli-
,gion whatever. Their aim was political.
They wanted to make the whole Turk-
ish . empire Mohammeaan in order to
lnake it unitorm with oniy one creedT
and no dirmerences between one class of
subjects and anotner. ‘I'ney saw that
tie Cnrisuan parc of the pupuiation, suf-
fering under constant oppressions and
crueiues, continueu to turn its eyes west-
ward and hope for some redress from
tue Uhristialr nations; so they deiermin-
ed to enmunate Caristianiiy aitogetuer.

Duripg tnese recent lnassacres, wnen-
ever any Carisian wouid turn sioham-
medan his liie was spared. It was only
as a Charisuan that ne was killed. many
a Chrisuan chud® was torn from iis
parents to be brought up as a Mussul-
.man. ‘L'nousands of Arumcnian Caris-
| tian girls were sold in tne market or
distriouted among 'Lurkisn otficers to
be uuprisoned for life in ‘Lurkisn har-
ems aand toere forced into Mvunawmme-
danism. But many more thousands of
| Armenians, women as well as men,
| were oiered their choice between Chmst
‘and Mohammed and when they refused
Mohammed were shot or arowned forth-
with. For days and days together the

bodies of Christian women who had thus™

perished were seen floating down the
Euphrates,

Surely the remains of this suffering
nation could make no stronger appeal
for pity and help to the Caristians of
America than they make through these
martyr deaths. Only a remnant is now
left to whom charity can be extended. It
is still a sorely affiicted remnant. Some
in territory occupied by the Russian
army though safe from their ferocious
enemies are in sad need of help to re-
build their homes and cultivate once
more their ravaged fields. 'I'he condi
tion of others is even worse. They &
barely ‘supporting life in the deserts ojf
Northern Syria where their oppressors
watch their sufferings under bunger and
disease and refuse to alleviate their
agonies. There is still, however, a
chance for relief from without to reach.
them and their friends in Europe hope
 that generous charity of America, much
as it has already done, will respond once
more to the appeal made to it to send
aid to these helpless survivors of an an-
cient Christian people.

WOMAN CONDUCTOR
SCORES VICTORY FOR HER
SEX IN MEN'S WORK

London, Mar. 12—A tram car at Ex-
eter ran away down-hill, struck the para-
pet of a bridge and over-turned. One
woman was killed, and two were injured.
‘The ‘'woman conductor stuck to the car
with great pluck until pushed off by a
hysterical woman passenger. The wo-
man conductor was only slightly hurt,
and scores a victory on behalf of her sex
in a man’s job.

“Maria, you’ll never be able .to drive
that nail with a flatiron. For heaven's
sake use your head,” admonished Mr.
Stubbins. And then he wondered why
she would not speak to him again.—
Puk

a larger issue of the army paper whic
contains news by cable from Canadg’
Only two thousand copies are printd’
daily ; not nearly enough to pass arourm:
the large Canadian army now in France.
It is understood the government has the
matter under consideration.

There has been a marked increase in
aerial activity during the past few days
along the Canadian front. Planes ob-
serving for the army report that import-
ant enemy batteries have been put out
of action and the guns destroyed or in-
Jured,

Mutt and Jeff —A Wild Moth Is a Noisy Animal
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